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Chairman's Introduction 

From the feedback I have received the new look Villager has been a great success, thanks to all who made this happen. 

 

Whilst on the subject of saying thanks, I would like to say a big thank you to all the Parish Councillors who are putting in a great 

deal of time and effort, over and above their day jobs. A lot is happening at present, The Local Plan (more 

overleaf), Phase 2 Development, Sports Day, The Village Fete, plus no end of other tasks that all seem to 

be urgent. All your Councillors are working to ensure all tasks are moving forward as quickly as the system 

allows. As you can guess the Guildford Borough Council Draft Local Plan is dominating most peoples 

minds at the moment, the Parish Council needs to fully understand the contents. What we need to know 

sooner rather than later is whether there is the prospect of a serious legal challenge to GBC's proposals 

with regard to Normandy. For that we will seek an opinion from a suitable barrister (an expert in planning 

law). This would then allow us to shape our input into the process of public consultation starting in early 

June, in other words to make sure we focus on the right issues.  The Draft Local Plan for consultation will 

be issued by Guildford Borough Council at the end of May. When it is issued we will have a six week consultation period, at the 

beginning of which we will call a public meeting to receive the views of as many Villagers as possible. We will then formulate 

our response.  To aid this we have created a specific Working Party (WP) to deal with our response and further as required we 

have already seconded villagers onto this WP who, with their drive and commitment, will ensure the best interests of the Village 

are met. A fund has been set up to help with the costs of this legal representation, Normandy Parish Council will accept 

donations (some donations have already been received). Please send your donation to the Parish Clerk (Leslie Clarke), a receipt 

will be sent, if the money is not required it will be refunded. The Parish Council is still one member down, so we have a vacancy 

for a new Parish Councillor. For those who are interested please contact our Parish Clerk. 

Alan Cheesman, Chairman of Normandy Parish Council 

Welcome 

June 2016—Issue 57 

The Official Publication of      Normandy Parish Council 

Mayor’s Award for Service to the Community 

It is my pleasure to inform you that our Parish Clerk, Lt. Col. Leslie G A Clarke, has been rewarded for his many years of service 

to Normandy. He has received The Mayor’s Award for Service to the Community. This is in recognition of not only his years of 

dedication to the many facets of being a Parish Clerk, but all the other tasks he undertakes for the 

Village of which many are unpaid, to mention but a few, clearing blocked ditches, litter picking, helping 

with Village Fete set up and break down, grant applications (winning many), obtaining the CSW 

workers and organising the helpers who provide them with refreshments, the list is endless. 

 

Leslie has saved the Village many thousands of pounds and a lot you see around, would not exist 

without him e.g. Play Area Normandy Common, Play Area and Adult Fitness Area on Manor Fruit Farm 

and he has organised the daffodil planting around the Village. 

 

I would like to add my congratulations to Leslie on receiving this award and thank you, keep up the 

good work. 

The Villager 
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Precept 2016 / 2017 Explanation 

Cllr Alan Cheesman 

When the 2015/2016 Precept was prepared and submitted to GBC the amount requested, £145,000.00, was 

reduced by an allocation from central Government (LCTS Grant).  When the 2016/2017 Precept was 

submitted, Parish Council again submitted a bid for £145,000.00 so that there was no increase in the cost to 

Villagers. However, the Parish Council was unaware that the Central Government rules on the allocation of the 

LCTS Grant had changed. For 2016/2017 the LCTS Grant was added to the requested Precept rather than 

being taken off, which has the effect of increasing the Precept by the size of the LCTS Grant and thereby 

increasing the Precept by that amount. 

For 2014/15 £90,000 

 No LCTS Grant 

 £30,000 from arrears 

For 2015/16 

 Submitted £145,176 

 Reduced by £7,000 LCTS Grant  Therefore £138,176 Precept 

For 2016/17 

 Submitted £145,000 

 Rule changed £7,000 Grant not removed as previously 

The submitted precept remained the same for year 2016/17 as the previous year.  The PC thought you might like a view of 

where your money is being spent: 

General Administration 

  Staff 

  Room Hire 

  Telephone and Broadband 

  Flood Forum 

  Dog Poo Bags 

  Fireworks 

  IT Support 

  Website Upgrade 

  Annual PAT Inspection 

 

Standing Charges 

  PWLB Repayment 

 

Professional Fees 

  Legal Fees 

  Insurance 

  Internal Audit 

  External Audit 

  Playground H&S Inspections 

Manor Fruit Farm 

  Electricity 

  CCTV Maintenance 

  Grass Cutting and Maintenance 

  Street Lighting Repairs 

  Trim Trail Installation 

  Litter Picking 

  Peace Garden 

  Litter Bin Clearance 

  Electric PAT Testing 

  Phase Two Development 

 

Land Management 

  Tree Work 

  Repair Allowance 

  Normandy Common Tree Survey 

Normandy Common Dangerous Tree 

Work 

  WW1 Commemoration 

  Electric PAT Testing 

  Trampoline Drainage 

 

Subscriptions and Grants 

  St Marks Church 

  Community Bus 

  Normandy Youth Work 

  Surrey Air Ambulance 

 

Contingency 

To cover minor unforeseen expenditure 

Post the setting of the precept the Draft Local Plan has been issued by GBC, to fully understand this we need to seek an opinion 

from a suitable barrister (an expert in planning law), this can be partially funded from the LCTS Grant. 

The Villager 
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Land Management Working Party 

Report 

The survey of the trees on Normandy Common has been received and is now out for 

tender, hopefully by the time you read this the PC will have the responses, selected a 

contractor and then we can press on with the urgent work required. 

I visited the allotments recently for a wander around and to see how things were going, 

I'm pleased to say, now they have dried out all plots have started to be worked, some 

completely cultivated and planted up. Sorry to say we now have a waiting list for plots, 

if for any reason anyone has to give up please let us know as soon as possible, do not 

wait  for the next renewal date, so we can re-let the plot. 

Cllr Alan Cheesman (Chairman LMWP) 

Planning Committee 

The Parish Council meet twice a month to discuss the planning applications for properties in Normandy. To assist the process of 

decision making we have just introduced a check list.  The questions check if the property: 

Is in the settlement or near sensitive / conservations areas, has an impact on neighbours, is in the flood plain, will cause light or 

noise pollution, increase traffic problems, damages our fragile wildlife or is out-of-keeping with the neighbourhood. 

We do our best to make decisions that are sympathetic to the application but tempered by a desire will keep our village as 

residents would wish. 

Cllr Alastair Lawson (Chairman Planning Committee) 

Manor Fruit Farm (MFF) WP & Manor Fruit Farm (MFF) Phase 2 Development WP 

Report 

On the 21
st
 April we wished HM the Queen a very happy 90

th
 birthday, a Beacon was lit and then 

a wonderful firework display. I thought the evening was a great success, hopefully everyone who 

attended the celebrations thought so too. I would like to say thank you to everyone who helped. 

 

The Peace Garden is nearly complete, the pergola is built, the climbing shrubs have been planted, 

the beds dug and planted, the nuttery is planted, the bench positioned, and the bridge installed. 

This just leaves the memorial tablets to be put in place. The Parish Council hope that you all enjoy 

the Peace Garden this Summer. 

 

The Summer Fete this year will be held as usual at Manor Fruit Farm on 29
th
 August starting at 

2pm. More details will be posted on the website soon. 

 

GBC have agreed on Grant Aid for 50% of the cost  for:- 

1. MFF main car park lighting      2.MFF  main car park reflectors. 

The clerk has asked contractors to start this work asap. Phase 2 development, at last a 

planning officer from GBC has attended a meeting with the NPC chairman, the clerk, and the 

architect, we have been waiting for an appointment since last November. The architect has 

been asked to supply additional detail when the planning officer has received them she will 

respond with her thoughts and observations. 

Cllr Val Cheesman (Chairman MFFWP & MFFP2WP) 

Normandy Football Club 

I am pleased to say Normandy F.C. reached the league division 2 cup final once again this year. The final was played  on the 

5
th
 May at Hartley Wintney F.C. It was a cracking game the team fought hard until the final whistle unfortunately not winning on 

this occasion.  Onwards and upwards we will be back next season fighting fit. 

 

If any players would like to join us and they are 16 or over we are looking to form a second team for next season. Please 

contact Val Cheesman, secretary - email: alval345@btinternet.com 

The Villager 
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Communications  

Redesigning The Villager was just the first part in improving the Parish Council 

communications. We will be looking at improving the website too.  I mentioned 

in the last edition how we are  changing the way we are getting news out and I 

hope that we have encouraged you to take advantage some of the online 

opportunities. 

 

But good communication isn't just one way. It's a cliché but the Parish Council 

are here to represent you and  we really want to hear from you.  You get back to 

us via email, letters etc - we don't mind how – our details are on the back page.  Please let us know what you think the priorities 

are for the village, what you think of traffic, lack of  visible policing, etc and of course the Draft Local Plan.  And don’t forget you 

can attend one of the ‘surgeries’ held by Alan Cheesman, David Bilbe and Keith Witham.   We do look forward to hearing from 

you...soon. 

Cllr Alastair Lawson - Chairman Communications 

Normandy Summer Fete 2016 

This year I have taken on the task of organising our annual Fete.  We are planning 

to have another great year of stalls, games, food and of course competition.  The 

Fete will be taking place on Monday 29 August. 

 

If you would like to have a stall at the Fete, please complete one of the forms that 

can be found on the Normandy website, and return it to the Parish Clerk by 1 July.  

The Fete is always popular so make sure you get your form in on time!  We will also 

be having another competition for various vegetables, flower arrangements and 

cakes.  If you would like a produce guide to help you choose your event, this can 

be found on the Normandy website or you can contact our Parish Clerk for a copy. 

 

Finally, we are looking for people to volunteer “Favours” and prizes for a raffle to 

raise money.  Favours can be things like washing someone’s car, baking a cake, 

whatever you feel comfortable offering.  If you would like to offer up a favour or donate a raffle prize, please contact myself or 

the Parish Clerk.    We hope to see you all there for a great day of fun, food and sunshine! 

Cllr Victoria Clarke - Chairman Village Fete 

Your Village needs you! 

As we know, speed is a major contributory factor in road accidents. 

As part of a set of measures to be undertaken this year, Normandy Parish Council, in 

collaboration with Surrey Police, has decided to commission a Community Speed Watch 

programme.  Community Speed Watch allows members of the community to become 

police support volunteers and take action, helping us to educate drivers on the roads of 

concern in our area. 

 

Speed Watch is a community scheme which will be managed by the local police, but run 

by volunteers.  Volunteers will use equipment that can monitor the speed of passing traffic 

and record the details, later adding them to a database. Vehicle checks will be 

undertaken by the police and letters will then be sent to the registered keepers advising 

them of the speed and reminding them of why it is a community concern. 

Speed Watch is not enforcement, it is education.  

The Parish Council need 6 volunteers to run this scheme. If you are interested in getting 

involved in making your village safer, please contact the Parish Clerk at 

normandyparishcouncil@btconnect.com 

Cllr David Simmons, Chair, Highways Working Party 

The Villager 
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Good News for Residents Affected By Flooding 

The new  "Flood Re" scheme came into effect in April 2016. This enables insurance companies to pass on the flood risk element 

of house insurance policies to "Flood Re" which will essentially act as an insurance policy for insurance companies against flood 

damage claims made by their customers. Flood Re will charge a premium to insurance companies but in return will cover the 

cost of all flood claims in full. The additional cost of this premium will be spread across the insurance industry and will therefore 

significantly reduce the cost of home insurance policies for people who live in areas at a high risk of flooding. Further 

information on Flood Re can be found at www.floodre.co.uk 

Surrey County Council is working closely with the National Flood Forum (NFF) to support residents. The NFF is a charitable 

organisation that has expertise in helping people who live in areas at high risk of flooding to obtain reasonably priced home 

insurance policies. This includes a charter for the provision of 'flood friendly insurance', and a list of insurance companies who 

specialise in providing this kind of cover. Through this partnership the County Council will be working with the NFF to inform 

and educate residents as to how they can obtain reasonable home insurance policies. 

Keith Witham, Surrey County Councillor, Normandy   keithwitham1@hotmail.co.uk 

Sharing Stories About Normandy - Letter from Terry Lockhart 

My nephew emailed me an article on the BBC website regarding the 

possibility the erecting hundreds of new houses on Green Belt in your 

Parish. I am a Parish Councillor myself near Brentwood in Essex and we are 

currently examining similar proposals on our Local Development Plan too. 

My interest and reason for writing is because my wife, Eileen and I used to 

live in Normandy between 1972 and 1978. We bought a modest semi 

detached bungalow on the south side of the road between The Anchor 

P.H. and a ramshackle garage. We purchased the property for £8,500 

and completed the sale about 6 months before we got married. It wasn't 

the done thing for couples to live together in those days, so we travelled 

down some weekends before the wedding to carry out DIY work and 

decorating. We have many happy memories of those 6 years living in 

Normandy and we were probably the youngest residents in the village! 

Prior to 1972, the bungalow was called 'Til Wen' and with the approval of 

the Post Office, I changed it to Fleetwood, which it still is today. There was 

no logical reason for the choice; it just sounded good at the time. The 

property appealed to us because of the open fields behind the back garden and the view of the Hogs Back on the horizon. A 

horse which was kept in that field used to put his head over our fence and enjoy a tasty lunch. Eileen used to shop at the local 

village butchers which was in Glaziers Lane and opposite, but further along was another shop (possibly a post office).  Both are 

no longer there now. If my memory serves me right, what is now a music store on the main road was also a general food store. 

Our weekly grocery shopping was done on Friday evenings at Sainsbury's in Guildford at the top of the cobbled High Street. I 

can remember the Guildford pub bombings in 1974. One thing that I have only just learnt that is that SOE agents were trained 

at Wanborough Manor during WW2. In fact it was mentioned in a recent episode of Foyle's War.   While living at Normandy, I 

worked in the Architects' Department of Surrey County Council at County Hall in Kingston. Two of my design projects at Council 

were the new classroom block at Merrist Wood College at Worplesdon and the new Magistrates’ Court at Dorking, which has 

now shut down. 

 

My son, who is now 39, was born at St. Luke's hospital in Guildford. Then with a 2nd child on the way, we outgrew the two bed 

bungalow and decided to move back to where our roots were near Billericay. The bungalow was sold for.....wait for it, 

£25,000! Anyway, nostalgia is not what it used to be, but I hope my memories are of some interest to your readers, even 

though no one there today would know us. When I drove through the village last year, everything had changed so much; I hope 

that the beautiful Green Belt countryside in and around Normandy is not destroyed in the future with inappropriate 

development.    Best wishes to you all.  Terry Lockhart 

 

 

The Villager 
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Development progress at Guildford Archery Club               

Guildford Archery Club moved to Manor Fruit Farm In 2002. The eagled eyed amongst you will have noticed that the club has 

gone through significant development in recent months and is now ranked as one of the top archery clubs in the UK.  GAC is a 

community archery club with a diverse local membership. The club welcomes both social 

and competitive archers from all around the local community and holds regular beginners 

courses throughout the year.  

Inspired by the 2012 Olympic Games, the club decided to 

embark on an ambitious programme of development in 

2013. The building programme has included the 

construction of a new skills training area, access footpaths 

(suitable for disabled users) and an iconic pavilion canopy 

complete with associated piazza. All in all the club raised 

over £140,000 in grant assistance over a two year period.  

At local level the club now attracts over 250 members from 

the area – including 40 juniors and a significant number of 

senior participants.  Chairman, Steve Tully says the clubs focus in 2015/16 has been to 

broaden the clubs appeal and improve participation. Details of beginner’s courses can be 

found on the Club’s web site www.guildfordarcheryclub.co.uk.  The club operates a red flag 

warning system to ensure a safe environment for both club members and members of the 

public. As part of a community facility, the club permits the public to cross its ranges when 

they are not in use. The general rule (supported by Normandy Parish Council) is that the 

public do not cross the archery club land when any of the red flags are flown. 2015 also saw a number of social events at the 

club, these included a talk by English historian Prof. Ann Curry, social and competition events and visits to the Mary Rose and 

the Tower of London. Normandy was also put on the map when the club created a ‘shower of arrows’ broadcast on the BBC 

early evening news as part of a feature produced to mark the Agincourt anniversary in October. 

 

Raising money for Samaritans and St.Mark's Church 

Anne Adey at "Linton ", is once again opening her small and beautifully cared for 

garden to raise awareness of Samaritans and all that they do, to be there for 

people in crisis and the listening service they provide. She has some lovely 

Clematis, running water features and is a mine of information on all things to do 

with horticulture and how to get the best out of a small space. Gill Nevin at 

"Oakcroft " will also be opening her garden, more a gardener by trial and error!, 

but lots of bedding plants, borders, interesting sculptors and a BBQ that thinks it's 

a train! Add the odd chicken, dog and a few sheds and a large patio to relax on, 

from which you can enjoy the views on to the Hogs Back.  We will be open Sunday 

17th July 10am to 6pm and Monday 18th July 10am to 6pm. Tea and cake will 

be served, raising money for Samaritans and St.Mark's Church. What better way to 

spend a few hours. Both gardens are along the Guildford road - Ann's is near 

Wells Lane and Gill’s is near St.Marks. 

Bring and Share Tea Party 11th June - 3pm-5pm 

Let's Celebrate The Queen's 90th Birthday. With a Village Street Party at Manor Fruit Farm, outside the Village Hall. 

All offers of help welcome - contact Clare Sherwood - 01252 315793, St Mark's Church. 

The Benefits of a Lasting Power of Attorney 

A Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA) allows you to choose who looks after you if you cannot look after yourself.  It’s a document 

that should hopefully stay in a drawer and never have to be used.  It allows your chosen person to help make decisions about 

your health, and/or your finances. If you do not have an LPA, it can be difficult for your loved ones to make decisions on your 

behalf in the event that you can no longer make them alone.  If you would like some further advice about how to get an LPA, or 

what it can do for you, then please contact Councillor Victoria Clarke. 

The Villager 

http://www.guildfordarcheryclub.co.uk
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Communications Group - Alastair Lawson 

As Alan mentioned in his welcome the NPC are targeting communication as key to achieving a more cohesive, informed and 

active community in Normandy.  Here are some of the ways the NPC can keep in touch and you can respond back. Some are 

traditional means of communication like this publication and the village notice boards.   We have added more online channels 

so we can reach you more easily, quickly and more comprehensively. 

Please send any email request through to the Parish Clerk 

normandyparishcouncil@btconnect.com 

 

On our NPC website you can find council minutes, agendas and  

other useful information http://normandyparishcouncil.co.uk/ 

 

The NPC page on Streetlife will inform residents of events like NPC meetings, when material is uploaded on the       

website,  signed up to events, general info https://www.streetlife.com/page/normandy-parish-council-3/ 

 

We have Facebook pages for the Village Bonfire and the Manor Fruit Farm. 

https://www.facebook.com/NormandyBonfire/ https://www.facebook.com/ManorFruitFarm/ 

 

Please follow our tweets on events and general updates about our village @normandyparish to follow search 

for normandypc 

Keeping You In Touch 

For Your Diary   Normandy Parish Council Meetings 

Council Meetings               Planning Meetings 

29th June      8th June 

27th July      13th July 

28th Sept      17th August 

Other: LMWP: 8th June, Comms Group: 13th July, Highways Group: 8th June, MFFP2WP: 13th 

July. More Parish Council meeting dates will be added onto the website shortly.  Please visit 

www.normandyparishcouncil.co.uk for April 2016 meeting dates onwards. 

 

Dormice talk given on 11
th
 April 

Dave Williams of the Surrey Dormouse Group enthralled a full Therapy Gardens audience 

with 'tails' of these cute and tiny mammals for FNW’s April wildlife talk. The rarely seen 

Common Hazel Dormouse – just 70mm long and 20 or so grams in weight – are arboreal 

mammals, relying on woodland and their connecting hedgerows. Though widespread in 

southern England, their populations are fragile and the species and its habitat are legally 

protected. Man-made threats are faced on top of predation by squirrels, owls, weasels 

and cats. Surrey has a small but thriving population and they may live in the village’s 

woodlands and hedgerows, so please do tell us if you find one or suspect a furry tailed 

creature has been eating the hazelnuts! By Steve Marshall 

Friends of Normandy Wildlife have the following walks in June and look forward to seeing 

you at the village August Bank Holiday fete (we will be situated inside the village hall like 

last year):   Saturday 25
th
 June – Wild flower walk over Normandy Common led by Gill 

Woolfson.  A popular walk last year so we are holding it again!  Meet at Normandy Com-

mon car park opposite Session Music at 2.00pm.  Our evening talks re-start on Monday 

12
th
 September 2016 at 7.30 pm. Normandy is fortunate enough to have Little Owls. The 

Little Owl Project at www.littleowlproject.uk is recording details of Little Owl sightings.  If 

you see one, please report it with date, time and where seen to the above. 

Please may we remind you if you find any wildlife in distress, our two local wildlife rescue centres are Harper Asprey 01344 

623106 or Wildlife Aid on 09061 800132. 

 

 

The Villager 
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Advertising 

If you would like to advertise in The Villager, please contact Leslie Clarke on 01483 811108 or email 

normandyparishcouncil@btconnect.com. The publication goes out four times a year in March, June, September and December. 

Cost to advertise for a year is £50 or £15 a publication.  Your advert is also placed on the Parish Council website for a year. 

Parish Clerk – Lt Col Leslie G A Clarke 

H: 01483 811108 M: 07710 230379 or Email:  

normandyparishcouncil@btconnect.com 

Website: http://www.normandyparishcouncil.co.uk 

Editor: Anna Beuden 01483 811055 or Email:  anna.beuden@normandyparishcouncil.co.uk  

Printed by: Kube, London 

Your Parish Council 

Contact Us: 

Alan Cheesman - alval345@btinternet.com    Val Cheesman - alval345@btinternet.com 

Peter.palmer@normandyparishcouncil.co.uk                       Alastair.lawson@normandyparishcouncil.co.uk 

David Simmons - redark19@hotmail.com    Victoria.clarke@normandyparishcouncil.co.uk 

Alan Cheesman—Chairman 

& Chairman LMWP 

Val Cheesman—Chairman 

MFFWP & MFFP2D 

Peter Palmer—Chairman Local Plan 

Consultation WP 

Alastair Lawson—Chairman Planning  

& Communications Group 

Victoria Clarke—Vice Chairman 

Highways WP 

David Simmons—Vice Chairman & 

Chairman Highways WP 

The Villager 

LMWP - Land Management Working Party 

MFFWP - Manor Fruit Farm Working Party 

MFFP2D - Manor Fruit Farm Phase Two Development 
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