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Hi All, I hope you all enjoyed the new
layout in the Villager in the last issue
(September 2015).
We have filled the two vacancies on the
NPC with new Councillors Victoria Clarke
and Peter Palmer who will introduce
themselves in their reports.
Following on from the last edition, the NPC
have set up a Working Party to look at
‘Highways’; Councillor Simmons has been
elected as Chairman and Councillor Clarke
as Vice Chairman. Please pass all your
road and traffic concerns to the Parish
Clerk for consideration by the Working
Party, who will be holding regular
meetings, which will be open to the public.
The meetings will be advertised on the
NPC notice boards around the Village and
on the Council’s website.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank
ex-Councillor Pat Tugwell for all her input
to NPC over the years she was a
Councillor. Thank you Pat.
Pat Tugwell was coordinator of the Village
Fete which took place on August Bank
Holiday Monday. The weather was
atrocious in the morning during set up, but
we managed to get it all ready. Sadly quite
a few of the stall holders who had booked
did not turn up. Thankfully the rain eased
during the afternoon and we had a good
turnout from the Village. The Fun Run took
place with double the number of runners
from previous years. The dog show was a
huge success with a large amount of
entrants. Overall I think it went really well
considering the weather. There were many
volunteers who helped with the set up,
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the running and breakdown of the Fete, so
please accept my grateful thanks to all
those who helped we could not do it
without you. Hopefully next year we can
book some sunshine.
th

Remembrance Sunday was on 8
November and it was my honour and
privilege to lay a wreath at the War
Memorial on behalf of Normandy Parish
Council and all the electorate.

Julie Barratt has been organising the
distribution of the Villager and finding
volunteers to actually deliver it since 2005.
This issue will be her last. All of the
Council and myself would like to take this
opportunity to say a big thank you for the
wonderful job you have done over the
years.
This is the last issue of the
Villager this year, I know it's a
little early, but, I'd like to wish all
Villagers a very Happy Christmas
and a prosperous New Year on behalf of
your Parish Council.
LAND MANAGEMENT WORKING PARTY
(LMWP)
The allotments are for the time of year
looking in good shape and all are being
worked. The NPC in consultation with our
allotmenteers, have agreed to allow an
apiarist (Beekeeper) to keep bee hives on
the allotments on a trial basis. We will
update you on how they are settling in.
No problems have occurred on Normandy
Common since the last issue. We have
surveyed some of the trees and dead
wooding is required to ensure public safety
- this we hope to get done in the near
future.

Parish Clerk – Lt Col Leslie G A Clarke
 H: 01483 811108 M: 07710 230379 or Email: normandyparishcouncil@btconnect.com
Website: http://normandyparishcouncil.co.uk
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Councillor David Simmons
Vice Chairman Normandy PC
I am the new Vice Chairman, but I have
already held this position before in
Normandy Parish Council, so I know the
roles and responsibilities and you have my
promise that I will do everything I can to
make sure that this Village is a happy and
prosperous one, with fairness for all. I
represent you and I never forget that.
HIGHWAYS WORKING PARTY (HWP)
As our Chairman has said above, we have
a new Working Party now, which is
focussed on Highways. The Parish Council
are dedicated to try to ensure that
Normandy is a safe place to live and we
need your help to let the relevant people
be aware of what road safety issues affect
you and your families. Please get in touch
by email, telephone or on our 'Streetlife'
site. We plan to meet regularly. Details of
the meetings will be on the Council’s
website and advertised on the notice
boards. Please come along. The more you
tell us the better we can help you.
Councillor Darryl Taylor
Chairman Planning Committee
NORTH WYKE FARM
A further application has been submitted to
Guildford Borough Council for the
development of North Wyke Farm. This
has been submitted with a reduction in the
number of houses on the site. This has not
yet gone before the planning committee of
GBC.
PALM HOUSE NURSERIES
The residents were given a stay of five
years on the site and the case would be
reviewed after that time. The five years
have now passed and a further application
has been made to stay. No decision has
yet been made by GBC.
There have been no further applications for
major developments in our area.

Village Bonfire Co-ordinator
TH
NORMANDY BONFIRE – THURSDAY 5
NOVEMBER 2015
A very wet day led to a rather damp
evening for the start of our traditional torch
light procession from Hunts Hill Road Car
Park leading through the woods of
Normandy Common to the bonfire site on
the Village Green. About 300 Villagers
joined the procession, the wet weather not
putting them off. The handmade torches
they carried were all put onto the bonfire,
setting it alight, as usual (with a little help
from Steve Nevin, a straw bale and some
petrol). The fireworks were lit shortly
afterwards by Steve and his merry band of
helpers. The display was fantastic and we
had many comments from the Villagers on
how they enjoyed the display.
The elements were warmed by burgers
and hot dogs provided as usual by Hunts
Hill Farm. Tea, coffee, warming soup and
cold drinks were also provided by the
Normandy Scouts. To complete the
evening, Alf provided the fairground rides
and candyfloss.
I would like to thank all the volunteers that
turned up to help this year.
You all
certainly made my job a whole lot easier!
Councillor Val Cheesman
Chairman Manor Fruit Farm (MFF)
Working Party & MFF Development
Phase 2 Working Party
When I walk around MFF it always makes
me smile as I think we are so lucky to have
such a beautiful space in the middle of our
Village. It can be used by every age group
to stroll, exercise and play. We have a
Village Hall that is envied by other Villages,
a Bowling Club. Archery Club and a
Therapy Garden, soon it will be even
better. We have had sealed bids in for the
Trim Trail which will be opened towards the
end of November. A contractor will be
selected and it will be installed as soon as
possible after this.
We are still waiting for more grants for the
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Peace Garden; work cannot start until we
know if these are successful. I'm looking
forward to having a quiet sit and ponder
and I am sure all of you will enjoy a
peaceful area to collect your thoughts.
Longer term we are going to have a
football, baseball and rounders pitch
installed and a clubhouse to be shared by
the three clubs. There are always lots
going on so why not join one of the clubs
or societies. I will update you all on all
progress in the next Villager.
Councillor Ally Lawson
Communications
I detailed in the last edition some areas
where we need to improve our
communication with the Parishioners. This
publication will be redesigned and the
website too if budgets allow. One channel
that is easy and cheap to target is social
media.
So we now have a NPC Manor Fruit Farm
site and also one dedicated to one of our
most popular events the Normandy
Bonfire. Please do look and share your
comments. Lots have already and this is an
ideal way that we can hear your views...all
from the comfort of your armchair! Please
visit
https://www.facebook.com/NormandyBonfire
and https://www.facebook.com/ManorFruitFarm.

Although of course we would love to see
you at the occasional meeting too. And it’s
the online community channel ‘Streetlife’
that’s a great way of letting Villagers know
when they have the opportunity to attend
one
of
those
meetings.
See
https://www.streetlife.com for information
on how to set yourself up to receive news
and also requests from others around the
area.
More
updates
on
improving
communications very soon.
Normandy Volunteer Network
This recently setup liaison group

Villagers who have kindly volunteered to
help our community events, by giving up
an hour or two of their precious free time,
has really shown its worth already.
Not only have people come forward to
support the Summer Fete, as Alan
mentioned, a simple email has found a
new distributer of this publication to
Pinewoods area and a fantastic response
from over 12 volunteers to help on Bonfire
night - to build the bonfire, let off fireworks,
shepherd the torchlight procession, car
parking duties and most importantly to
shake a bucket to get the funds to pay for
next year’s event.
So if you would like to join this growing
band of 60 people around the Village we
would welcome your support. Please email
me at normandyvolunteers@gmail.com.
Councillor Victoria Clarke
Hi everyone, I am one of your new Parish
Councillors and I would like to take this
opportunity to introduce myself. I have
lived in Normandy for over six years, and
now that I am starting to get settled into life
I thought it was time to get involved with
my local community and so here I am. I
currently work in Guildford as a Family
Solicitor, and hope to bring my skills of
hard work and attention to detail to all the
work involved in keeping Normandy great.
I will be working together with Ally to set up
a Twitter account for the Parish Council so
you can all see when the latest agendas
and minutes have been put on our Parish
Council website, as well as finding out
about our up-and-coming events. I am
also the Vice Chairman of the Highways
Committee, where we are asking for your
views on where you think improvements
can be made to the highways in Normandy.
Please do let us know, through the Parish
Clerk, if you have any suggestions.

our

of

I am looking forward to becoming a part of
my local community, and hope to add to
the sense of humour that Councillor David
Simmons has already brought along with
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him!
Councillor Peter Palmer
Strange Face With Stranger Accent
Appears On Parish Council
Who am I and why am I here? (If anyone
knows, please tell me!) I’m Peter Palmer
and, at the time of writing, I’d only just
been co-opted onto the Council so it’s too
early to say what roles and responsibilities
I have - but no doubt that will change soon
enough. Incidentally, if you’re feeling a
sense of déjà-vu, it’s because I was a
Parish Councillor here from 1999 until
2005 (I managed to escape but despite
growing a forehead, putting on glasses and
changing my passport, they still tracked me
down). Joking apart, I’m not joining the
Council with my own agenda; instead I’m
here to offer help, support, an open mind
and a generous sprinkling of humour
where needed.
My wife Christine and I have lived in
Normandy since 1993, adding children
Josh and Ellie in subsequent years. In the
time we’ve been here, we’ve seen the loss
of four shops, one petrol station and three
pubs, all replaced by houses. While it’s
true homes are in desperately short supply
(particularly starter homes) and something
must be done, it sometimes feels like
Normandy is becoming less of a Village
and more like a suburb. Is this the best
way to accommodate changing needs and
evolve? But on the positive side, there
have been some fabulous improvements thank goodness for Manor Fruit Farm, our
many sports clubs and fantastic play areas
- it’s brilliant to see them being used and
enjoyed by so many. But I’m sure there’s
more we can do, particularly for our
younger Villagers, and with the beautiful
woodland & pond that comprise Normandy
Common. Any suggestions? It’s your
Village..
BECOMING A SCHOOL
GOVERNOR
Want to get involved in our
community? Interested in the future of

young people? Would you like to develop
new skills?
Almost anyone over 18 years of age can
become a school governor, the role is
voluntary. There are no particular
qualifications or requirements, other than a
willingness to give time to the role and a
capacity for working with other people.
Governors do not manage a school day-today, but are required to oversee its longterm development.
Wyke Primary School Governing Body
Wyke Primary is a one form entry school
with about 200 children in the Village of
Normandy. Our school was established as
a Victorian School in 1876 and since that
time has continued to develop and grow
into the popular school it is today. We have
a committed, hardworking staff team, with
children who become independent and
responsible learners. Our children enjoy
coming to school and are motivated to
learn within a stimulating learning
environment.
The
Governing
Body,
consisting of a team of volunteers, works
hard to act as a 'critical friend' for the
senior management of the school. It is our
role to hold the school to account in its
efforts to continue to improve and
strategically develop the school.
We
ensure that the education of our pupils
remains its core focus.
The core functions are:
 Ensuring that the vision, ethos and
strategic direction of the school are
clearly defined.
 Ensuring that the head teacher performs
their responsibilities for the educational
performance of the school.
 Ensuring the sound, proper and effective
use of the school’s financial resources
In practical terms we, as Governors, must
ensure we are fully involved with the
committees we are on, understand the
vision of the school and ask questions and
comment at meetings so that our role in
leadership can be evidenced within
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governing body minutes. We also attend
training courses and use the skills learnt in
practical ways to benefit the school.
Governors generally serve for four years
and are provided with lots of opportunities
for training mainly through Surrey County
Council and Babcock 4S, in areas such as
safeguarding, the curriculum, school
finance and health and safety. The
Governing Body is always seeking new
volunteers; if you think that you might be
interested in becoming a Governor please
get in touch with the Clerk to the Governing
Body via the School Office to learn more
about the role.
SALT BOXES
With snow potentially on its way, please
can we remind all residents that the yellow
salt boxes situated by the side of the road
are for highway use only. The salt inside
these boxes is in short supply and may not
be refilled if used up and if used for
personal use, (i.e. clearing driveways)
there will not be enough to clear the main
roads. This is obviously unnecessarily
dangerous to road users and thoughtless
to pedestrians. Finally, please, please
drive carefully and slowly when venturing
out in the snow.
FRIENDS OF NORMANDY WILDLIFE
This autumn we
have
had
two
excellent very well
attended talks. In
September Dr Nigel Reeve (former Head
of Ecology and conservation at the London
Royal Parks) gave us a spellbound
presentation on the natural history of the
hedgehog, with an insight into the legends
and myths surrounding the British
hedgehog. Further information was given
on the ecology, behaviour and life history
of Britain's hedgehogs, and the very real
threats to the conservation of this
endearing nocturnal animal, including
roads, pesticides (especially slug pellets),
over-tidy gardens and habitat loss, injury
and death by strimmers and garden forks

and people not checking bonfires for
hibernating hedgehogs before lighting
them. He finished his talk with his latest
project, radio tracking hedgehogs in
Regents Park (as seen on Springwatch
with Michaela Strachan). We are very
lucky to still have hedgehogs in Normandy
but remember we need to leave untidy
quiet places for them to forage and sleep
during the day.
In October Derek Smith from Surrey Bat
Group gave us a fascinating talk on our
native bats. We have 17 species breeding
in the UK. Derek explained about the
biggest misconception 'blind as a bat' as
bats are not blind but at night their ears are
more important than their eyes and it is
dark after all. As they fly they make
shouting sounds. The returning echoes
give information about anything that is
ahead of them, including the size and
shape of an insect and which way it is
going. This system of finding their prey is
called echolocation – locating things by
their echoes. Most of these calls are too
high pitched for humans to hear, but they
can be heard with a bat detector. Our
smallest bat is the pipistrelle weighing 4-7g
with a wing span of 18-25 cm and can eat
up to 3,000 insects in a night!
The
pipistrelle was identified as two species in
the 1990’s and now called common and
soprano pipistrelles. The easiest way to
tell them apart is from the frequency of
their echolocation calls with a bat detector.
Derek bought along 2 rescued pipistrelle
bats for us to see close up.
The Friends of Normandy Wildlife
welcome everyone to their talks about our
local wildlife, flora and fauna at 7.30 pm on
nd
the 2 Monday of the month at Normandy
Therapy Gardens and have the following
2016 Spring talks planned:
th

Monday 11 January - ‘Surrey Safari’
given by Geoff Lunn who is an amateur
photographer specialising in Natural
History.
His presentation will include
photographs of birds and animals seen in
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his garden in The Sands and other sites
around Surrey.
th
Monday 8 February – A Seasoning of
Surrey’s Butterflies given by Francis
Kelly of the Butterfly Conservation. He is
magazine Editor and Publicity Officer of the
Surrey Skipper magazine.
th
Monday 14 March – Barn Owls –
Presentation given by Ken Anckorn who is
Conservation Mgr (Planning) at Surrey
Wildlife Trust & Conservation Officer at
Surrey Bird Club. His talk will include the
ecology, habitats and distribution in Surrey
of this magnificent bird and threats to the
species and how to conserve Barn Owls.
Please
contact
us
at
fnwildlife@gmail.com if you require more
information regarding our events or have
unusual sightings of wildlife that you would
like us to record.
PUMP HUNT FOR SEWAGE STATION
OWNERS
 Thames Water to take on the
responsibility of 4,000 sewage pumping
stations from property owners and
managers;
 Utility will take over electricity and
maintenance costs under new legislation,
potentially saving customers thousands
of pounds;
 Firm appeals for help tracking 1,800
‘missing’ stations;
Thames Water is appealing to customers
to help identify privately owned sewage
pumping stations. The utility, which serves
15 million customers across London and
the Thames Valley, will take responsibility
for around 4,000 pumping in October 2016,
but needs to track down 1,800 currently off
its radar.

found in all shapes and sizes, and can be
in places where there are a number of
properties needing to connect to the public
sewer network. Customers will know they
have one as they’ll be paying to maintain
and power them.
Jerry White, of Thames Water, said:
“This is really good news for customers.
We’d urge anyone who thinks they may
have one to get in touch so we can check
they are eligible for the transfer of
ownership. In some cases, as well as
electricity
savings,
maintaining
and
replacing pumps can cost thousands of
pounds so it’s an excellent deal for them.
We believe we know where approximately
half of the stations we need to take over
are, but really need help to find the other
1,800. Please get in touch if you think this
applies to you and we can take on the
responsibility forever.”
Anyone with a private pumping station can
make
Thames
Water
aware
at
thameswater.co.uk/pumphunt
A sewer pumping station is likely to be
‘adopted’ by Thames Water if it:
 was in use before July 2011 (and)
 serve a single property, and is outside
the property boundary (or)
 serves two or more properties
More information:
www.thameswater.co.uk/pumphunt

New legislation means sewage pumping
stations, which power wastewater away
from properties and out into the public
sewer pipe network, currently owned and
maintained by customers will become
legally owned and operated by the local
water company. The pumping stations are

6

Normandy Village Hall
Manor Fruit Farm, Glaziers Lane, Normandy,
GU3 2DE
Provides two halls and an upstairs meeting
room in a beautifully maintained modern
building with ample parking.
The main hall can cater for functions up to 150
people with a large stage also available.
The small hall can cater for functions up to 60
people.
Both halls have fully stocked kitchens for use
with them.
The meeting room is set up for meetings or
small activities up to 40 people and have
access to the small kitchen downstairs.
For further information visit our website –
www.normandyVillagehall.org.uk
or contact our bookings secretary preferably by
email –
bookings@normandyVillagehall.org.uk or by
phoning 07793541606

WOULD YOU LIKE TO
ADVERTISE IN NORMANDY’S
“THE VILLAGER”?
If you are a local Normandy business and
would like to advertise in The Villager,
please contact Leslie Clarke
on 01483 811108 or email
normandyparishcouncil@btconnect.com.
THE VILLAGER GOES OUT FOUR TIMES
A YEAR IN MARCH, JUNE, SEPTEMBER
AND DECEMBER. COSTS TO
ADVERTISE PER YEAR ARE £50.
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CHRISTMAS SERVICES 2015 AT
EMMANUEL CHURCH
Friday 4th December, 2.00pm
Carols & Cake
Friday, 18th December, 1.00pm
Christmas Film Club
For details of the film, please ring Graham on
07748 501092
Sunday, 20th December, 10.00-11.30am
Christmas Messy Church
Christmas Eve, 4.30pm
Christmas Eve Candlelit Carol Service
All welcome
Christmas Day, 10.00am
Christmas Morning Family Worship

The Parish Council would like to wish
all residents of Normandy

A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS &
A HAPPY NEW YEAR

Editor: Anna Beuden
 01483 811055 or Email: anna.beuden@akonsulting.co.uk
Website: http://normandyparishcouncil.co.uk Printed by: St Marks Church, Wyke
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