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Chairman's Introduction 

Welcome to the new look Villager (bigger, brighter and in colour). I hope you find the layout and change 

in content more informative and easier to read. 

 

I would like to let you know that Councillor Taylor for personal circumstances has resigned. I, on behalf of 

the NPC and the wider village, would like to take this opportunity to thank him for all his dedication and 

hard work over the years he has been a Councillor. He was Chairman of the Planning Committee and did 

a sterling job; investigating all new applications and keeping other Councillors informed. Also he was the 

organising force behind the Village Bonfire and he personally manufactured all the torches for the procession. Whenever a task 

needed undertaking he was first to volunteer (putting up new signs, setting up the PA system, etc.) So thank you Darryl. 

 

With the resignation of Councillor Taylor, there is now a vacancy on the Parish Council and we would welcome any nominations 

from people who would consider joining us to serve their local community.   Councillor Lawson has now been appointed as 

Chairman of the Planning Committee. This was a unanimous decision at the Parish Council meeting on 27 January 2016 and 

as Councillor Lawson was Vice Chairman, that vacancy has now been filled by Councillor Palmer. 

 

I am pleased to announce that the Parish Council has appointed an assistant to the Clerk. The Villager editor Anna Beuden has 

accepted this new post to help with the ever increasing workload the Clerk has to undertake. We know she will make a massive 

contribution to the smooth running of the Council.   

 

We are expecting the new Guildford Borough Council Local Plan sometime this year so be prepared as we hope a consultation 

period will be agreed, in which time we have to respond. Please let us hear your views in due course.  Transport and 

infrastructure dominated the feedback from villagers at the last Parish Council meeting. This has been taken on board and the 

Parish Council will do all it can to support your concerns, pressurising the respective authorities 

responsible.  Villagers will be pleased to know that the Parish Council have been able to set the 

2016/2017 Precept at the same level as last year; so no increase. 

 

Communication is very important in our community. This publication and the notice boards, and the NPC 

have now introduced two new channels, Streetlife and Twitter. You can also speak to any of your 

Councillors when you see them around the village...they are very approachable! 

 

We look forward to hearing from you in any of the opportunities now open to you all. 

Alan Cheesman, Chairman of Normandy Parish Council 

The Villager 

Welcome 

March 2016—Issue 56 

The Official Publication of      Normandy Parish Council 



 2 

Land Management Working Party 

Report 

Normandy Common has had the dead wooding mentioned in the last issue of the Villager completed. It has since then become 

apparent that the rest of the Common requires a survey to ensure the safety to all who use it.  A survey has not been carried out 

for at least twenty years. It has now been addressed and will be undertaken by a contractor in the near future. Once we have the 

survey, work will commence in a systematic way to ensure the most urgent areas are carried out first.  Otherwise a quiet time of 

year for Land Management. 

Cllr Alan Cheesman (Chairman LMWP) 

The Villager 

MFFWP & MFF Phase 2 Development WP 

Report 

Spring is coming so time to come out of hibernation, dry out and enjoy the outdoors.  The 

Trim Trail installation has been delayed until the summer.  Unfortunately one of our grant 

applications has failed, but another has been prepared so hopefully that will be successful, 

however, we cannot start until we have heard more. 

 

The Peace Garden installation should have already started by the time you receive this 

edition of the Villager dependant on the weather being dry enough. Installation of the Health 

and Safety Lighting on the main car park has been delayed as the grant  money will not be 

available until after 1
st
 April 2016.   

 

Phase 2 Development: no progress since the last Villager.  The planning advice from GBC was not available until the 25
th
 

January and now we are waiting for an appointment.  It was agreed at the last MFFWP meeting that Mr Bryan Starkey would 

design a suitable sign to encompass all users to be displayed at the entrance to MFF. The design will be distributed to all users 

for their agreement. The sign is required so that visitors to MFF can locate where the individual users are on the site. 

Cllr Val Cheesman (Chairman MFFWP & MFFP2WP) 

Highways Working Group 

One of the more recent working groups on the Normandy Parish Council 

is the Highways Working Group.  Some of you may be aware that at the 

beginning of February there was a serious accident near the junction of 

the Pirbright Road and Hunts Hill Road. No one was injured but that was 

a miracle. Councillors Simmons and Clarke have met with local residents 

that live on the Pirbright Road to see what the Parish Council can do in 

terms of representation to Surrey County Council Highways Department 

to make things safer. Currently the speed limit on that stretch of road is 

40 mph. In 2012 Central Government proposed that speed limits 

through rural villages should be 30 mph or less. As you know speed is 

just one element of what can cause danger: another is the road 

geography (e.g. junctions, bends). However, lowering the speed limit to 

what the government suggests would be a start. It would mean a step in 

the right direction for those who take a leap of faith every morning they 

pull out of their driveway. It shouldn’t be this way.  

 

The Parish Council will endeavour to try to change things. We will keep 

you up to date in the Villager as to how we get on. If you use this stretch of road and feel that a reduced speed limit here would 

be good, please write to Surrey County Council Highways.  You may even have a stretch of road near where you live that needs 

our support. 

Cllr David Simmons (Chairman Highways Working Party) 

Cllr Victoria Clarke (Vice-Chair Highways Working Party) 
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Come and meet your Councillors 

Councillors Keith Witham, SCC, David Bilbe, GBC and Alan Cheesman Normandy Parish Council. 

 

WHERE ?   The Coussmaker Room, St Mark’s Church Hall, Wyke, Normandy. 

 

WHEN?     The last Saturday of the month (Except August and December) at 10 o’clock  

 

WHY?        They would like to hear what you have to say about YOUR Village, the problems you would like to see resolved and   

                 your ideas for the future of the Village. 

 

The Villager 

 

The Normandy Volunteer Network 

The 60 people who have agreed to be contacted every now-and-then have already made their mark on supporting events 

around the Village. 

 

The summer fete, village bonfire, newsletter distribution, music event, Dementia Drop-in Day, verge and pavement clearance 

have all benefited from having a number of people responding to the occasional email asking for different forms of support. 

We of course would like more people to call on – so if you can occasionally spare an hour or two then please email your 

contact details to the clerk and normandyvolunteers@gmail.com 

Cllr Alastair Lawson 

 

 

Planning Committee: Local Knowledge 

It looks like it will be another busy year. In 2015 we adjudicated on 72 planning applications around Normandy and new 

requests are already coming in thick and fast. Whilst the final decisions are made at the Borough level it is important that the 

members of the NPC provide the local knowledge to assist with getting the correct outcome – in the interests of the community.   

Also this year GBC will be implementing a new method of delivering material to the Council members – rather than in paper 

copy - that has probably been in practice since Parish Councils were established in 1894 - the GBC will supply Planning 

Applications in electronic form which will undoubtedly save time and money in the long term. 

Cllr Alastair Lawson (Chairman Planning Committee) 

Normandy Village Hall, Manor Fruit Farm, Normandy 

Normandy Village Hall is a modern hall constructed in 2003 and is situated in the heart of 

the Village of Normandy. It is considered to be the best Village Hall in West Surrey of which 

we are justly proud. It exists mainly for the benefit of the residents who live within the Parish of 

Normandy who can hire any of the halls and meeting room if available. It can also be hired 

by other people and organisations in the surrounding areas. 

 

It consists of a large main hall which can cater for many varied events and seats around 150 

people and a small hall which can cater for small events and seats around 70 to 80 people. 

Each hall has its own kitchen. The meeting room upstairs is cosier and more comfortable and can accommodate about 40 

people seated. We have recently launched our improved new  

website at: www.normandyvillagehall.org  where you can find much more information about the Village Hall, such as the size of 

the halls and room, inventory of equipment, how to book the halls, hire charges, terms and conditions, together with 

photographs showing both external and internal views. We have around 24 clubs and organisations who use the halls on a 

regular basis and are listed on the site with their contact details. We recommend that you look at our Regular User list to see if 

there is anything that might appeal to you. After visiting our website and you require further information please leave a message 

at our e mail address:  bookings@normandyvillagehall.org or tel 07793 541606 –we are always pleased to hear from you. 

Ian Rose, Chairman, Normandy Village Hall Trustees                                                                                

mailto:normandyvolunteers@gmail.com
mailto:bookings@normandyvillagehall.org?subject=NVH
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The Villager 

 

Dementia Awareness Drop-in-Day  

There are 850,000 people living with dementia in the UK of which 62% are 

female and 38% male. Over 40,000 of these people are under 65. (Statistics by 

Alzheimer's Research UK). So it is likely that we will all be touched by Dementia in 

some way during our lives.  This could be a parent, a sibling, a friend, neighbour 

or of course ourselves. We are concerned that the very helpful support that is out 

there is not well known or easily accessible. The purpose of the day is to change 

that. 

Fairlands and Normandy Patient Participation Group have organised a Dementia 

Awareness Drop-in-Day, to be held on 8 April 2016 from 2-8pm. The venue is St 

Mark's Church Hall, Normandy, GU3 2DA.  The day will be focused on 'living 

well with dementia'. If you suffer from dementia, are a relative, friend or carer, this day is for you. The talks will start at 2pm and 

you can stay for as long as you like.  You will be able to talk to and ask questions to organisations such as the Alzheimer's 

Society, Dementia Friends, Carer’s Support and as well as Surrey County Council and our Health Services.  There will be stalls, 

and the day will include short lectures by professionals.   You will also have the opportunity to develop your understanding of 

dementia through some fun activities led by Dementia Friends Champions.  We may be able to arrange transport in the 

Normandy Community Bus.  For more information contact: dday080416@gmail.com  or please call Frank on: 01483 

838877. 

A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush 

As some of you may know, when I am not being a Parish Councillor I am a family solicitor.  This means that I help people 

whose relationships have just started or have sadly ended.  This can involve helping with their finances, their marriage, and who 

looks after the children.  As we are looking to improve and broaden the information to the community in our new Villager, I will 

be providing a new article for each edition which will look at the latest changes in family law, the misconceptions that some 

have about it and some tips and advice to help people. We hope you find these interesting and useful.  

For my first article, I thought I would look at a new movement that has travelled from the US to the UK, and it’s called “bird’s 

nest” co-parenting.   One of the issues that many parents have when they decide to separate is where the children should live, 

and how much time they should spend with each parent.  There is a lot of focus on whose house the children should spend most 

of their time in.  With the Bird’s Nest concept, the idea is that there is only one house and it is the parents who move around 

rather than the children.  The children stay in the same home, i.e. the nest, and the parents move in and out of the house at an 

agreed pattern.  This gives the children much more stability and avoids the “suitcase kid” scenario which is seen all too often. 

The possible negatives are the cost, if each parent is to have their own home as well, and it also relies heavily on the parents 

working together and trusting each other; something they may find difficult at first.  It is still very fresh on the scene, but a 

promising step towards encouraging people to work together and put their children first. 

For more information please contact your solicitor.    

Cllr Victoria Clarke 

Normandy Fun & Sports Day 

Last year we held a very successful 

Fun and Sports Day on the 

Normandy Common. It was so well 

attended and the feedback was so 

positive we thought we would do it 

again this year. 

 

We do hope that you come along 

and have a go at the sports on offer. 

mailto:dday080416@gmail.com


 5 

“Hold a Fish and Chip Supper to help spinal cord injured people rebuild lives after injury” 

Great British Fish and Chip Supper – Friday 20
th
 May 2016 

Want to eat Fish and Chips, while raising money for charity? Hold a fish and chip supper on Friday 20th May 

2016 whilst raising awareness of spinal cord injury and supporting SIA’s vital services.  You can hold a fish and 

chip supper in your own home, at work or hold a larger supper at your local community centre. SIA will 

provide a fundraising pack containing hints and tips, recipes, invitations and donation envelopes. By inviting 8 

friends and asking them to donate an additional £5.00 means you will raise at least £40.00 from your supper but we will also 

give you additional fundraising ideas to raise even more money for SIA.  In 2016 we want to make the batter matter and raise 

£40,000 from everyone holding suppers. Last year we raised £12,000 from the suppers. 

The money raised from the suppers will help the Spinal Injuries Association offer support to individuals who become paralysed 

and their families, from the moment a spinal injury occurs, and for the rest of their lives by providing services which enable and 

encourage paralysed people to rebuild lives after spinal cord injury.  Community Fundraising Manager, Elizabeth Wright, says, 

“The Fish and Chip Supper is a wonderful opportunity for a great evening with friends and family. We are also encouraging 

people who work to hold a Fish and Chip Lunch in their work places to raise even more 

funds. You may be even a local community group wanting to run a fun evening with your 

group. For more information or request a fundraising pack call Elizabeth Wright on 0845 

071 4350 or email fundraising@siafishandchips.co.uk or visit www.siafishandchips.co.uk 

The Villager 

News from The Royal Society of St. George  (Rushmoor Branch)  

The premier patriotic society of England Founded in 1894 by Sir Harold Ruff    Incorporated by Royal Charter 

Members of the Rushmoor Branch of the Royal Society of St. George enjoyed a visit to the Poppy Factory at Richmond in 

January. At its inception the organisation’s emphasis had been to directly employ physically disabled ex-service personnel but 

nowadays its focus is more on developing relationships with leading employers who 

can provide employment which makes better use of the skills and talents of ex-service 

personnel.  The Poppy Factory now only employs about 30 people directly who 

produce the poppy leaves and petals and make poppy wreaths all-year-round they 

also have a team of out-reach workers who assemble the personal poppies with 

which we are all familiar.  Our next visit will be to the FAST (Farnborough Air Services Trust) at the end of February and the ever 

popular Quiz with a fish ‘n chips supper in Mytchett Community Centre in March.  Later in the year we will celebrate St. 

George’s Day with friends from the North Hampshire Branch at Aldershot Golf club and other ideas for the future include a visit 

to Salisbury Cathedral, a canal trip and the Lavender fields near Alton. Nationally, the Society holds events from time to time 

usually based in London (www.royalsocietyofstgeorge.com).  Full membership is open to anyone who upholds the aims and 

objectives of the Society on payment of an annual membership fee.   

Visit by the Three Guildford Borough Councillors 

Over 70 people packed the room at the Normandy Village Hall to listen to three Guildford Borough 

Council councillors make statements on their portfolios and how these impact on our village.  

Cllr Matt Furniss Lead Cllr for Infrastructure & Environment, Cllr Paul Spooner (pictured) Lead Cllr for 

Planning and Cllr Richard Billington Lead Cllr for Rural Economy, Countryside, Parks and Leisure then 

answered prepared questions and also took questions from the floor. For the full list of those 

questions and the answers provided by them please click on the following link 

http://normandyparishcouncil.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/ORIGINAL-QUESTIONS-FOR-VISIT-2402-2016-2.pdf 

mailto:fundraising@siafishandchips.co.uk
http://normandyparishcouncil.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/ORIGINAL-QUESTIONS-FOR-VISIT-2402-2016-2.pdf
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The Villager 

 

Communications Group - Alastair Lawson 

As Alan mentioned in his welcome the NPC are targeting communication as key to achieving a more cohesive, informed and 

active community in Normandy.  Here are some of the ways the NPC can keep in touch and you can respond back. Some are 

traditional means of communication like this publication and the village notice boards.   We have added more online channels 

so we can reach you more easily, quickly and more comprehensively. 

Please send any email request through to the Parish Clerk 

normandyparishcouncil@btconnect.com 

 

On our NPC website you can find council minutes, agendas and  

other useful information http://normandyparishcouncil.co.uk/ 

 

The NPC page on Streetlife will inform residents of events like NPC meetings, when material is uploaded on the       

website,  signed up to events, general info 

https://www.streetlife.com/page/normandy-parish-council-3/ 

 

We have Facebook pages for the Village Bonfire and the Manor Fruit Farm. 

https://www.facebook.com/NormandyBonfire/ https://www.facebook.com/ManorFruitFarm/ 

 

Please follow our tweets on events and general updates about our village @normandyparish to follow search 

for normandypc 

Keeping You In Touch 

For Your Diary   Normandy Parish Council Meetings 

Council Meetings    Planning Meetings 

30 March 2016     30 March 2016 

27 April 2016      13 & 27April 2016 

25 May 2016      11 & 25 May 

More Parish Council meeting dates will be added onto the website shortly.  Please 

visit www.normandyparishcouncil.co.uk for April 2016 meeting dates onwards. 

Can You Help? 
The Parish Council needs you—Why not become a Parish Councillor for Normandy. 

We have a vacancy—please contact the Parish Clerk on 01483 811108  

Or  By Email: Normandyparishcouncil@btconnect.com 

DO YOU USE HP 634 PRINTER CARTRIDGES? 

 If so, call 07710 230 379 or 01483 81108, where some cartridges 

may be available. First come first served 

Keith Witham  represents Normandy at Surrey County Council. He issues a newsletter to residents via email, usually quar-

terly,  covering topical items of interest that he at the County Council are involved with, or more often if urgent issues crop 

up.  To ask to be added to the circulation list just send your name and address to Keith at:  keithwitham1@hotmail.co.uk 

mailto:normandyparishcouncil@btconnect.com
http://normandyparishcouncil.co.uk/
https://www.streetlife.com/page/normandy-parish-council-3/
https://www.facebook.com/NormandyBonfire/
https://www.facebook.com/ManorFruitFarm/
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The Villager 

 

Advertising 

If you would like to advertise in The Villager, please contact Leslie Clarke on 01483 811108 or email 

normandyparishcouncil@btconnect.com. The publication goes out four times a year in March, June, September and December. 

Cost to advertise for a year is £50 or £15 a publication.  Your advert is also placed on the Parish Council website for a year. 

DIGGER & DRIVER 

07535 682418 
 

3 ton digger and driver available for all 

types of excavation work. 

35 years experience in groundwork.  

Fully insured.  Reasonable rates. 

Call Randy 07535 682418 

 

Normandy Village Hall 

Manor Fruit Farm, Glaziers Lane, Normandy, GU3 2DE 

  

Provides two halls and an upstairs meeting room in a beau-

tifully maintained modern building with ample parking. 

  

The main hall can cater for functions up to 150 people with 

a large stage also available. 

The small hall can cater for functions up to 60 people. 

Both halls have fully stocked kitchens for use with them. 

The meeting room is set up for meetings or small activities 

up to 40 people and have access to the small kitchen 

downstairs. 

  

For further information visit our website – 

www.normandyVillagehall.org.uk 

or contact our bookings secretary preferably by email – 

bookings@normandyVillagehall.org.uk or by phoning 

07793541606 
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The Villager 

 

Advertising 

Your Parish Council 

Alan Cheesman—Chairman 

& Chairman LMWP 

Val Cheesman—Chairman 

MFFWP & MFFP2D 

Peter Palmer—Vice Chairman  

Planning 

Alastair Lawson—Chairman Planning  

& Communications Group 

Kind Caring At Home 

 

Personal & Domestic Care in your own home 

07415 496168/01483 613637 

 

We offer a local personalised service suited to your 

needs and can do all the following and more if required: 

Personal care 

Help with shopping and cooking 

Trips to the doctor/hospital/appointments 

Respite care and overnight care 

Light housework and bed changing 

Sit and have a cup of tea and chat 

Take the dog for a walk 

 

Call Sue 24/7 on: 07415 496168 

Victoria Clarke—Vice Chairman 

Highways WP 

Contact Us: 

Alan.cheesman@normandyparishcouncil.co.uk                  Val.cheesman@normandyparishcouncil.co.uk 

Peter.palmer@normandyparishcouncil.co.uk                      Alastair.lawson@normandyparishcouncil.co.uk 

David.simmons@normandyparishcouncil.co.uk                  Victoria.clarke@normandyparishcouncil.co.uk 

Parish Clerk – Lt Col Leslie G A Clarke 

H: 01483 811108 M: 07710 230379 or Email:  

normandyparishcouncil@btconnect.com 

Website: http://www.normandyparishcouncil.co.uk 

Editor: Anna Beuden 01483 811055 or Email:  

anna.beuden@normandyparishcouncil.co.uk  

Printed by: Kube, London 

David Simmons—Vice Chairman & 

Chairman Highways WP 

mailto:normandyparishcouncil@btconnect.com

