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Chairman's Report 

Alan Cheesman, Chairman of Normandy Parish Council 

Welcome to the third issue of the new look Villager, please let us know what you think, are the reports and articles informative, 

would you like articles on different aspects of the village or any other subjects? 

 

Your Parish Council took legal advice from a suitable barrister (an expert in planning law) in formulating 

the response to the Local Plan. We have not yet received the final invoice from the Barrister, when we do I 

will let you all know how we are spending your money. Cllr. Peter Palmer chaired the Working Party (WP) 

and his report will give you more details. I would like to take this opportunity to thank all members of the 

WP for their hard work and the time they spent ensuring our response was sound and delivered on time. 

The WP is formed of all your Parish Councillors and three co-opted members, Sir Michael Aaronson,  Mr. 

Alan Burchett and Sir Martin Sweeting, the help and support given by the three co-opted members was 

invaluable, thank you. You the Villagers have also played a very important part, attending our village 

meeting to let us know your thoughts, a turnout of approx. three hundred, responding individually to Guildford Borough Council 

(GBC), thank you. We had three invited speakers at the village meeting, Jonathan Lord (our MP), Keith Witham (our SCC rep) 

and David Bilbe (our GBC rep) whose comments and responses to questions were very informative. Overall I think this shows 

that when the chips are down we can all come together and work as one. Of course this is not the end, it will continue for many 

months maybe years before we know the final outcome. GBC have to decide how they are going to proceed, prior to submitting 

the Local Plan to the Government Inspectorate, then we await his deliberations. We will keep you informed as and when 

information becomes available. 

 

All the WPs  set up to look after your Village are working hard. The Chairman of each WP will give details in their reports. 

Alan Cheesman, Chairman Normandy Parish Council 
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Land Management Working Party 

The urgent tree work on Normandy Common is now underway, it will continue for some time, so please be careful when out 

and about on the Common.  A large branch has split on a Scots Pine tree near the Traditional Orchard, it is across a footpath 

above head height. By the time you read this it should have been removed. It is a Health and Safety issue and therefore has to 

be done urgently. This is why we have to have a contingency in the precept. 

 

Normandy Pond is looking magnificent at the moment, well worth a walk round if you fancy a stroll. The allotments are also 

looking good and are all being cultivated. 

 

Warning: Ticks on Normandy Common - we have erected signs to warn everyone about the danger of Ticks. Do not let this stop 

you enjoying the Common, but please be careful. In the unlikely event of picking one up, remove the tick promptly. 

Alan Cheesman - Chair, LMWP 
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The Villager 

GBC Draft Local Plan 2016 Consultation Working Party 

If you’ve already read Alan Cheesman’s article before this, you’ll understand why I’m staring at an empty page and wondering 

what to write without repeating what’s already been said.  While I’m tempted to submit the headline Blank Space In A Parish 

Council Newsletter and nothing else, I’m even more tempted (no, desperate!) to avoid the wrath of our editor.  Here goes... 

 

I chair the Parish Council’s snappily titled GBC Draft Local Plan 2016 Consultation Working Party, whose objective is to 

“...consider all aspects of the GBC Draft Local Plan 2016 and its effect on Normandy and make such recommendations, as 

appropriate, to Normandy Parish to enable the Parish Council to submit fact based evidence to GBC in objection to the Draft 

Plan’s proposal as they affect Normandy” (we can hardly bear the excitement).  As well as Parish Councilors, the WP has been 

lucky to co-opt three fantastic residents: Michael Aaronson, Alan Burchett and Martin Sweeting, whose time, talent and tenacity 

has been a crucial contribution. 

 

It was obvious from the start that we would need the opinion of our residents if we were to claim our response was representative 

of the village, so we organised a public meeting to do just that.  Equally obvious from the start was our need for expert legal 

analysis of the Draft Plan, particularly as we were aware that GBC were spending a considerable amount on legal teams.  So we 

found a barrister with expertise on planning law and briefed him.  Lastly, it was also clear we would need to encourage as many 

residents as possible to submit their own responses and to offer as much information as we could to help them with that. 

 

On Wednesday 22 June, we hosted a meeting in the Village Hall to seek the opinions of villagers.  We heard the views of our 

MP Jonathan Lord and Councilors Keith Witham (SCC) and David Bilbe (GBC), who also answered questions throughout the 

meeting from the nearly 280 people who attended.  At the end, Jonathan Lord thanked everyone for such a civilised and well 

tempered meeting; bearing in mind the highly emotive subject, that was a well deserved compliment to the audience and I 

would like to add my personal thanks to them all.  As people left, 254 cast their 

votes in a crude poll of their views on village development: 

 0 Agree the Local Plan as is, 

 98 Agree with some development, 

 156 Against the Local Plan altogether. 

Looking at the number who support some development, it’s worth reporting 

there were a few comments from the floor about the lack of affordable housing 

for first time buyers, one of which was met with considerable applause.  So we’re 

not all nimbys then! 

 

Prior to the submission deadline, the Parish Council distributed to the entire 

village a leaflet to remind everyone of the deadline, offer advice on how and 

where to respond, and point to sources of information to help inform villagers’ 

responses.  Since the meeting, the Working Party eventually received the 

Opinion of our barrister (at this point, I want to make a plug for Leslie Clarke’s forthcoming book The Many and Varied Excuses 

from a Chamber’s Clerk for which he has accumulated an unexpectedly large volume of material).  Most of the advice evolved 

to become our response, which was duly submitted before the deadline.  We don’t intend to make the whole Opinion public on 

the grounds that (if you’ll forgive the paraphrase) it may become something we later rely on in court.  We hope villagers will 

understand we don’t want to make things easy for GBC’s legal team. 

 

On 10 August, GBC issued a press release Thousands have their say on Draft Local Plan which makes interesting reading (see 

www.guildford.gov.uk/newsandinformationreleases?faqdetailid=17372).  As we go to press 3½ weeks after the submission 

deadline, GBC is still compiling responses from the different sources and is unable to say precisely how many were received.  

But one passage really caught my eye: “Following the Brexit vote, and the publication of the new 2014-based and household 

projections, we will also revisit both the Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA) and the Employment Land Needs 

Assessment (ELNA) before submitting the Local Plan to the Secretary of State. This will ensure the evidence underpinning the Plan 

is robust, up-to-date and accurate.”  At the time of going to press, GBC’s press office had not provided clarification of what this 

means.  Call me a cynic (as my wife and children frequently do) but why would you put out a press release if you’re not sure 

what some of it means? 

 

Anyway, now we wait.  And watch.  Very, very closely.  The WP’s work is not yet done.  We await the outcome of the 

consultation and, if and when the Draft Plan is submitted to the Planning Inspectorate, its outcome.  In the meantime, we’ll keep 

an eagle eye on further developments.  It ain’t over yet ‘til the fat lady sings… 

Cllr Peter Palmer - Chair , GBC Draft Local Plan 2016 Consultation Working Party 
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Our Normandy 

Cllr Val Cheesman 

I thought it would be a good idea to just remind us all how beautiful our Village is. Travelling in a car you just do not notice all 

we have. In my life (so far) in this village I have walked, cycled and ridden a horse along, I think, every footpath, bridle way, 

stream and road many times. If you get the chance in your busy lives, which we are all leading these days, go for a walk and 

take in some of our beautiful green belt land. I know many of you do this on a regular basis, but take time to remind yourselves 

once again, why you want to live in Normandy. 

 

It is worth fighting to save our open spaces, you are all aware that yes we do need some development, we do want young 

families to come into the village, but we do not want the village to die. The amount that is being planned for Normandy under 

the Draft Local Plan is absolutely ridiculous, we have submitted our objections, now we must wait on the outcome from 

Guildford Borough Council, but not let it slip from our minds, we must continue to object.   

 

One of our neighbours has taken some photographs for us, all lovely, but not enough space in this publication for them all, 

here's a selection:- 

The Villager 

Fields between Westwood Lane and Glaziers Lane 

Normandy from the Hog’s Back Normandy Pond 
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The Villager 

Communications 

This is the third edition of the new Villager and we hope that you are finding it easier to 

read and the content useful. 

 The parish council are legally responsible for making a lot of material available to 

residents. The NPC website is the main tool to allow access to that content but we are 

aware from feedback to the site that its not easy to navigate around it and people struggle 

to find minutes, agendas and other important information. 

So we have targeted this as the next communication tool to have a makeover.   

We do obviously have to engage with experts outside of the council to achieve this and therefore this will need to be paid for.  

However before we commit to this we would like to ask if there is anyone in the village that could supply this service instead. It 

would mean reviewing the material we have, providing a cost effective solution with a clean design, simple intuitive navigation, 

hosting and a content management system. 

If you can offer this service please contact me on alastair.lawson@normandyparishcouncil.co.uk 

Cllr Alastair Lawson - Chair, Communications 

Planning Committee 

Whilst it’s impossible to go into detail about planning applications, there are of course a number of key sites that do impact on 

the village that you may wish to find more about. 

For instance the North Wyke Farm proposal at the top of Westwood Lane had an appeal hearing on 2 August against the 

decision by GBC to reject their plans and the appeal has been rejected by the Planning Inspector.  

With any application – big or small – you have a chance to see what documentation was submitted by the applicant including 

plans and any correspondence related to it.  

And not just current ones either – applications going back to 1980 are still accessible to 

access - so if you see significant work being done on a local property you can always hop 

online to see what’s happening. 

Go to http://www2.guildford.gov.uk/publicaccess/? and enter a keyword, reference 

number, postcode or single line of an address to find an application.  

For example to view the North Wyke Farm application type in 15/P/01670 or the appeal 

APP/W/Y3615/W/16/3146286 

Cllr Alastair Lawson - Chair, Planning 

Land behind the Paddocks Flexford 

 

Photographs taken by Malvern T Dunn a long standing resident of Glaziers Lane, 

Thank you Malvern. 

If anyone in the village would like to share memories or photographs of 

Normandy please contact the Parish Council. 

Public Footpath between Westwood Lane and Glaziers Lane  

mailto:alastair.lawson@normandyparishcouncil.co.uk
http://www2.guildford.gov.uk/publicaccess/


5 

The Villager 

Highways news 

A few weeks back, members of the Parish Council and village volunteers, took part in the 

annual litter picking challenge. One thing that was noted was the speed that vehicles 

travel through our village. This only reinforces the belief that excessive speeds must be 

tackled BEFORE there are fatalities. 

 

In the last edition of the Villager we asked for volunteers to take part in the Community 

Speedwatch programme. That offer is still open, but I appreciate that these volunteers can 

often face abuse from motorists, so I am not too surprised or disappointed that we have 

no takers! 

 

In Speedwatch, volunteers use equipment that can monitor the speed of passing traffic 

and record the details, later adding them to a database. Vehicle checks are undertaken 

by the police and letters are sent to the registered keepers advising them of the speed and 

reminding them of why it is a community concern. What we will be doing, this Autumn, is 

to install a range of equipment that both collects valuable data and also reminds 

motorists as to the current speed limit. This will be placed at various locations around 

Normandy, but will start on the Pirbright Road. We will let you know how it is progressing 

in future editions of the Villager, but if you have a road or junction that is giving you 

concern, please let us know using the contact details at the back of the Villager. 

Regards and keep safe on the roads. 

Cllr David Simmons - Chair, Highways Working Party 

Manor Fruit Farm (MFF) WP & Manor Fruit Farm (MFF) Phase 2 Development WP 

Report 

I hope you have all had a good summer so far, holidayed and rested.   

 

MFF:-  The Peace Garden is complete, the final items the memorial tablets have been installed. On August 29
th
 at the Village 

fete the Peace Garden will be blessed by the Reverend Alison Craven and officially opened by the Mayor of Guildford. 

 

The Trim Trail is due to be installed, but a short delay through no fault of the Parish Council (the equipment was delivered to the 

contractor in the wrong colour, they await replacement in the right colour) Hopefully by the time you read this the installation will 

be complete. No excuse now for us all not to be fit and glowing!! 

 

The MFF main car park reflectors have been installed, the main car park lighting is 

taking a little longer, but should be installed imminently. 

 

MFF Phase 2 Development:-  The Parish Council have contracted the  architect for 

the next stage of work, producing more detailed plans, these will then pass before  

a planning officer from GBC. Hopefully this will all go well. Then the hard work 

begins, fundraising to finance the project. 

Cllr Val Cheesman - Chair, MFFWP & MFFP2WP 

Dog Fouling 

The Parish Council would like to take this opportunity to remind all dog walkers that 

dogs are not allowed to foul anywhere in either of the children’s play areas. We are 

sad to report that the Children’s Play Area near the Normandy Tennis Courts has once again suffered from this anti-social be-

haviour. Notices are installed in this area reminding people not to let their dogs foul in these areas . We would like to thank all 

of those responsible owners who do pick up after their dog.   

However there are still faeces being seen on pavements and in the play areas, which means it is still a problem and a potential 

danger. It is harmful to the natural environment and it is also extremely dangerous if a child accidently comes in contact with it.  

Please do not leave dog faeces on the grass or footpaths.  
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The Villager 

Legal Matters 

Does your Divorce need a Spring Clean before Retirement? 

Divorce has been a part of our society for centuries, but over time the expectations and assumptions of divorcing parties has 

developed and changed. Spousal maintenance is no longer viewed as a guaranteed income for the primary carer of the 

couple’s children especially when retirement is looming, and the recent pension changes brought in last year may affect a 

spouse’s interest in their ex-partner’s existing pension. 

Maintenance 

30 years ago, it was not uncommon for spousal maintenance to be granted on 

a “joint-lives” basis which meant the receiving party would benefit from 

maintenance for the lifetime of the paying party. In today’s modern society, this 

view is changing as our culture embraces the idea that men and women are 

able to work alongside each other successfully. Only recently, Lord Justice 

Pitchford said “divorcees with children aged over seven should work for a 

living” in the case of Wright v Wright.  

Under s31 Matrimonial Causes Act 1973 a party can bring an application to 

vary a maintenance order made previously. With some spouses coming up to 

retirement, finding the funds to continue paying maintenance can be a 

daunting concept. You may be able to review the maintenance you are paying, 

either because your circumstances are changing or your ex-partner’s 

circumstances have or will be changing. 

Pensions 

With the pension reforms of recent, some divorcees who have a “pension 

earmarking order” made in their favour could lose out on the money they are 

expecting on their ex-partner’s divorce. A Pension Earmarking Order sets out 

that one party is entitled to receive a specific percentage of their ex-partner’s 

income from any pension received. 

However, pension reforms have given people the ability to receive a one-off 

cash lump sum instead of an income-based pension. Old Mutual Wealth 

commented recently that 6% of those eligible to take such action will be doing so. 

A lot of Pension Earmarking Orders would have been made before Pension Sharing was available and it is therefore important 

that these people act promptly, especially if their husband is reaching retirement age. They need to ensure that they receive the 

same benefits if their ex-partner takes a lump sum instead of an income from their pension. 

Cllr Victoria Clarke 
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Communications Group - Alastair Lawson 

As Alan mentioned in his welcome the NPC are targeting communication as key to achieving a more cohesive, informed and 

active community in Normandy.  Here are some of the ways the NPC can keep in touch and you can respond back. Some are 

traditional means of communication like this publication and the village notice boards.   We have added more online channels 

so we can reach you more easily, quickly and more comprehensively. 

Please send any email request through to the Parish Clerk 

normandyparishcouncil@btconnect.com 

 

On our NPC website you can find council minutes, agendas and  

other useful information http://normandyparishcouncil.co.uk/ 

 

The NPC page on Streetlife will inform residents of events like NPC meetings, when material is uploaded on the       

website,  signed up to events, general info https://www.streetlife.com/page/normandy-parish-council-3/ 

 

We have Facebook pages for the Village Bonfire and the Manor Fruit Farm. 

https://www.facebook.com/NormandyBonfire/ https://www.facebook.com/ManorFruitFarm/ 

 

Please follow our tweets on events and general updates about our village @normandyparish to follow search 

for normandypc 

Keeping You In Touch 

For Your Diary   Normandy Parish Council Meetings 

Council Meetings               Planning Meetings 

28th Sept      14th Sept 

26th Oct      12th Oct 

30th Nov      9th Nov 

Other: MFF: 14th Sept, LMWP: 12th Oct, Comms Group: 9th Nov, Highways Group: 8th Dec, 

MFFP2WP: 14th Sept & 9th Nov. More Parish Council meeting dates will be added onto the web-

site shortly.  Please visit www.normandyparishcouncil.co.uk for meeting dates onwards. 

Friends of Normandy Wildlife meet on the 2
nd

 Monday of the month for 7.30 at The Therapy 

Gardens on Manor Fruit Farm.  All are welcome to attend including children. The cost is £2 for 

members and £3 for non-members with children/students free of charge. Our evening talks re-

start on Monday 10
th
 October 2016. Our autumn programme is as follows: 

Saturday 17
th
 September (members only walk) on Normandy Common led by Dick Alder of the 

West Weald Fungus Recording Group (please contact fnwildlife@gmail.com if you are inter-

ested in attending). 

Monday 10
th
 October - Harper Asprey Wildlife Rescue will give us a presentation on how they go about rehabilitating wild ani-

mals at their centre in Windlesham. 

Monday 14
th
 November - Woking Peregrine Project.  John Bannister will explain why this project was set up and how in 2016 

they had two Peregrine chicks fledge from Export House in Woking (who knew they were there when they were shopping below!)  

Monday 5
th
 December - Member’s Christmas Party – to be held at St Marks Church Hall with a photographic competition, quiz 

and buffet. 

Normandy is fortunate enough to have Little Owls. The Little Owl Project at www.littleowlproject.uk is recording details of Little 

Owl sightings.  If you see one, please report it with date, time and where seen to the above. 

 

Please may we remind you if you find any wildlife in distress, our two local wildlife rescue centres are Harper Asprey 01344 

623106 or Wildlife Aid on 09061 800132 

The Villager 

mailto:normandyparishcouncil@btconnect.com
http://normandyparishcouncil.co.uk/
https://www.streetlife.com/page/normandy-parish-council-3/
https://www.facebook.com/NormandyBonfire/
https://www.facebook.com/ManorFruitFarm/
http://www.normandyparishcouncil.co.uk
http://www.littleowlproject.uk
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Advertising 

If you would like to advertise in The Villager, please contact Leslie Clarke on 01483 811108 or email 

normandyparishcouncil@btconnect.com. The publication goes out four times a year in March, June, September and December. 

Cost to advertise for a year is £50 or £15 a publication.  Your advert is also placed on the Parish Council website for a year. 

Parish Clerk - Lt Col Leslie G A Clarke 

H: 01483 811108 M: 07809 331 080 or Email:  

normandyparishcouncil@btconnect.com 

Website: http://www.normandyparishcouncil.co.uk 

Editor: Anna Beuden 01483 811055 or Email:  anna.beuden@normandyparishcouncil.co.uk  

Printed by: Kube, London 

Your Parish Council 

Contact Us: 

Alan Cheesman - alval345@btinternet.com    Val Cheesman - alval345@btinternet.com 

peter.palmer@normandyparishcouncil.co.uk                       alastair.lawson@normandyparishcouncil.co.uk 

David Simmons - redark19@hotmail.com    victoria.clarke@normandyparishcouncil.co.uk 

Alan Cheesman 

Parish Council Chairman 

Chair LMWP 

Val Cheesman 

Chair MFFWP 

Chair MFFP2D 

Peter Palmer 

Chair GBC Draft Local Plan 2016 

Consultation WP 

Alastair Lawson 

Chair Planning 

Chair Communications Group 

Victoria Clarke 

Vice Chair Highways WP 

Vice Chair Communications Group 

David Simmons 

Parish Council Vice Chairman 

Chair Highways WP 

The Villager 

LMWP - Land Management Working Party 

MFFWP - Manor Fruit Farm Working Party 

MFFP2D - Manor Fruit Farm Phase Two Development 

mailto:normandyparishcouncil@btconnect.com

