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Christmas is just round the corner, so on behalf of myself and all the PC have a very Happy Christmas and a 

prosperous New Year. 

One of the proposals in the revised GBC Local Plan is for 105 new homes to be built in Normandy (north of the 

railway line in Glaziers Lane) in the early years of the plan. This came out for public consultation in Sept/Oct; we 

called a joint Public Meeting with Normandy Action Group (NAG) to gauge the feelings of the Village. The 

meeting was well attended (approx 200). The outcome was overwhelmingly against the development, only one person was for it. 

For more information see articles by Cllr Peter Palmer on the Parish Councilõs response and Mike Aaronson (NAG) on the 

meeting and the thoughts of NAG on the current situation. Itõs a waiting game once again, Iõm afraid. 

It is with regret that I have to report that the two òNormandy Remembersó Concerts had to be cancelled, as just a week prior to 

the event we had only sold forty tickets over the two nights. I would like to take this opportunity to thank Cllr Bob Hutton for all 

the time and effort  he put into organizing the concerts and I know he was very disappointed that they did not happen, as we all 

were on the Parish Council. 

Since the last issue of The Villager there have been a couple of events organised by the Parish Council. The Village Bonfire (5
th
 

Nov) and the Beacon Lighting (11
th
 Nov) to commemorate the 100

th
 anniversary of the end of the World War One. The Village 

Bonfire was again organised by Cllr Ally Lawson who along with the volunteers built the bonfire and ran the evening. The 

Beacon Lighting was organised by Cllr Geoff Doven and you can read both their articles inside. 

Both events were a great success. Thank you Ally and Geoff for organising the events and also to our network of volunteers (that 

Ally has set up) who help out whenever needed. 

Alan Cheesman, Chairman Normandy Parish Council 
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Our Village School During World War I 

The declaration of war with Germany on 4
th
 August 1914 had a 

profound effect on the teaching staff and on many former pupils of 

Wyke, many of who became actively involved in the conflict. 

Henry Mumford took control of the school on 3
rd
 May 1915 but was 

required to relinquish his headship twelve months later in June 1916 

because the military authorities at Aldershot insisted that he join òthe 

Coloursó. For two years the school had caretaker head teachers, Ellen 

Allen for six months, during which time her husband Tom was in charge 

of the upper standards and Bernard Sholto Barton for eighteen months 

who handed Wyke back to Mr Mumford in September 1918 on his return from the army. 

In 1918 another important Education Act was placed on the statute book which ensured that a child remained at school until 

the age of 14 years was attained.  During World War I children at all schools were encouraged to help the war effort by darning 

clothing and knitting comforts for the troops. Money was collected for overseas clubs and for the relief of prisoners in Germany. 

School gardens were used more effectively and those of Wyke were extended into the nearby Parish Council land. 

Also in 1918 the children had an unusual task of collecting conkers (horse chestnuts). They collected one and a half tons, which 

were taken away in an army lorry for the Ministry of Munitions. At the time no explanation was given. Enquiries made to the 

Ministry of Defence in1993 revealed that the then Ministry of Munitions had used the conkers for the production of acetone. This 

was the solvent used in the manufacture of cordite, the propellant required for high explosive shells and rifle cartridges. The 

horse chestnuts collected throughout the country by children were used instead of grain, the previously used product for making 

the solvent. The scheme permitted a considerable  increase in the amount of grain available for bread production. 

More on Wyke School in future editions of The Villager. 

Cllr Val Cheesman 
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Revised Local Plan from Guildford Borough Council: Normandy Parish Councilõs Response 

You hopefully will have read in Cllr Alan Cheesmanõs introductory article which mentioned the public meeting held on 2nd 

October about the latest revision of Guildford Borough Councilõs (GBC) Local Plan which includes a new site for 105 homes.  

GBC opened this new draft for public consultation, with 23rd October as the deadline for comments.  This article will offer you 

with a synopsis of Normandy Parish Councilõs (NPC) submission.  NPC formed its submission to GBC based on comments 

received from the meeting and advice from our legal representative.  As with our previous response to the Local Plan, NPC will not 

reveal the content of that advice as it is privileged and may need to rely on it at a later stage.  So what did we say?  To brutally 

summarise the content (yes, brutally - you wouldnõt believe the volume of comments and evidence we had to sift through), NPCõs 

response was objection, based (but not solely) on the following: 

¶ The proposed site is ôred ratedõ green belt status which requires ôexceptional circumstancesõ for that to be changed - 

however as no ôexceptional circumstancesõ were offered, NPC could not support it. 

¶ The existing infrastructure (public transport, road network, sewerage and rainwater drainage) is inadequate in its current 

form and as no mention was made of any (and crucial) recommendations for improvement, NPC had to object. 

¶ The proposal would be harmful to the character of the area and landscape; reasons used by GBC when refusing other 

local applications recently. 

One of the supporting arguments for the proposal is that it could deliver homes within the first five years of the Local Plan but NPC 

contend this delivery target to be unrealistic for four reasons: 

¶ the land is in multiple ownership and NPC understands not all owners may be willing to sell, 

¶ a third of the site is presently a lake and no comment was made regarding its future, 

¶ environmental health issues deriving from the siteõs closeness to the waste management facility at Strawberry Farm, 

¶ the site contains a public footpath with an unguarded crossing over a railway line.  NPC believes the proximity of so many 

homes will intensify use of the footpath which may cause Network Rail to either upgrade the crossing or seek to divert the 

footpath, either of which would result in delays before the issue is safely resolved.  

So what happens now?  We await GBC publication of the results but when remains a mystery.  Try as I can, I canõt see any 

mention on GBCõs website of a date.  Under the Timeline section on https://getinvolved.guildford.gov.uk/consult.ti/LPMM18/

consultationHome, it optimistically says òResponse Publishedó but no date is shown.  Perhaps thatõs because the waters have been 

muddied by the Office for National Statistics recently revising downwards the forecast for housing needs.  This is discussed further 

by Mike Aaronson in his Normandy Action Group article below.  Itõs definitely worth reading. In the meantime, we wait.  And we 

watch like hawks. 

Cllr Peter Palmer - Chairman, GBC Draft Local Plan 2016 Consultation Working Party 

The Normandy Action Group (NAG) 

Join our free mailing list and become better informed about local planning and amenity 

issues. 

We are a local Village association run by residents who care about our community and 

who wish to protect its special character and its amenities. Recent activity has focused on 

responding to the Guildford Local Plan, in particular a last-minute proposal to build 105 

houses on Green Belt land in Normandy. We have also supported the efforts of 

Wanborough residents to resist unlawful development in the Area of Great Landscape 

Value to the north of the Hogõs Back and we continue to monitor the national debate 

about house building and local planning. As part of this summerõs Examination in Public of 

the Local Plan, the Planning Inspector challenged Guildford Borough Council (GBC) to 

build more houses in the early years of the Plan period; he also suggested they could do more in the town centre. However in 

response GBC came up with five sites in the Green Belt, including one in Normandy to the east of Glaziers Lane just north of the 

railway line. We tried to give residents as much information as possible about this to allow them to respond to the public 

consultation. We worked closely with the Parish Council to find out what local residents thought about the proposal; at a well 

attended public meeting in the Village Hall on 2nd October (see photo) residents made clear they were strongly against it. 

Subsequently, in response to new household formation forecasts from the Office of National Statistics, GBC has asked the 

Inspector to accept a lower overall housing number for the Local Plan and to remove all the new Green Belt sites, including the 

one in Normandy. However this would appear to conflict with advice from central government stating that local councils should 

stick to the previous, higher, forecasts for planning purposes. The Inspector has said he will hold a further hearing to consider all 

this, so we will have to wait until then before we know whether Normandy has been spared a major new development or not.    

If you have not already done so, please visit the NAG website at http://www.normandyag.org.uk/join-us and complete the form 

that will allow NAG to place you on its mailing list. The more people who are informed about planning matters the stronger our 

voice as a community will be.      Mike Aaronson ð Chair, NAG Steering Committee 

 

http://www.normandyag.org.uk/join-us
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Highways 

We continue to work with the Police and Surrey Highways to improve the safety of 

our roads. Through our Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS) on Pirbright Road, we have 

gathered statistics that drive our planning for Speedwatch sessions. Recording of 

speed data will be extended to Westwood Lane and Glaziers Lane over the 

coming months. The speed data taken from Pirbright Road confirms what residents 

tell us, that there are far too many inconsiderate drivers who drive well in excess of 

the 40mph speed limit. In October alone, there were in excess of 500 instances of 

speeds over 55mph, 50 over 65mph and every month we have recorded speeds 

in excess of 90mph!  Speedwatch supports our efforts to reduce speeding; we 

notice a reduction in speeding while weõre out at the side of the road and it does 

have an effect for some time afterwards, so the more we can do, the safer our 

roads will be. The Speedwatch team is growing slowly, but if you are able to help 

us, please contact Leslie Clarke, our Parish Clerk. We rotate the team members on 

duty, so itõs not a massive commitment , with sessions typically lasting an hour at 

key locations throughout the village. In a typical session we record drivers in 

excess of the speed limit - these drivers will then receive a letter from the Police (repeat offenders will also receive a visit from the 

Police). In a recent session, we recorded 23 drivers exceeding the 30mph speed limit with one driver recording 58mph! To help 

to protect the riding community more signs are to be installed at key locations in the village by the end of the year to highlight 

the presence of horses being ridden on our roads, and the need for drivers to take care. 

Bob Hutton - Chairman, Highways 

The Villager  

Normandy Remembered 

On Sunday 11 November at 10am St Marks Church held a Service of Remembrance which 

celebrated the Centenary of the Armistice, this occasion marked 100 years to the day since 

the guns fell silent ending the First World War.  

The service was followed by a procession led by the Revd. Alison Craven from St Marks to the 

War Memorial where the Act of Remembrance was conducted, After two minutes silence 

commencing at 11am the Last Post was played by Peter Lane. Following on from this, 

Wreaths of Remembrance were laid for the local men and women who gave their lives during 

both World Wars and more recent conflicts. Those attending included the Standard Bearers 

our local Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explorer Scouts; The Military were from CIS Troop of the 

8
th
 Engineer Brigade. After the services at 12:30 church bells across the country rang out to 

honour the 1,400 bell ringers lost during the First World War. When the bells rang on 11 

November 1918 they announced the end of the most catastrophic war the world had yet 

seen.  Later that day and across the country, over 1,200 beacons were lit symbolising the 

light of hope that emerged from the darkness of war. The lighting was carried out in 

commemoration and remembrance to the millions who were killed or came home dreadfully 

wounded, also others who participated in the war whether on the battlefield or the home front. In 

Normandy the beacon lighting on Manor Fruit Farm took place at 8pm and was well attended by 

local residents who put on their wellies and wrapped up warm for the occasion. 

After the beacon lighting those attending enjoyed a fireworks display, as well as burgers, and mulled 

wine.  Our many thanks go to Peter Lane, who gave the proceedings a sense of occasion with his 

trumpet by playing The Last Post, The Reveille, and The National Anthem, Steve Nevin for 

conducting the firework display, Normandy Nightingales who provided the mulled wine, and Hunts 

Hill Farm who provided the burgers. 

Cllr Geoffrey Doven 
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Normandy Bonfire and Fireworks 2018 

The mild, dry and windless conditions were perfect for those attending to 

enjoy the traditional Normandy Bonfire and Fireworks event on 5th 

November. 

Our ôGuyõ, kindly donated by St Markõs Preschool, looked down on 

approx. 2,000 people who were treated to yet another great display by 

Steve Nevin and his team of willing pyromaniacs. 

After hundreds of villagers clutching flaming torchlights made the 

procession from Hunts Hill Road to the site at Manor Fruit Farm the 

lighting of the finely proportioned bonfire started. 

It took a couple of minutes of smoke before it really took off and then 

gave viewers a spectacular show that appeared to reach over 30 feet. 

The stalls and entertainment were incredibly busy; a long line of those waiting for the legendary Hunts Hill Farm BBQ, 

mulled wine, hot beverages, popcorn and candy floss showed they are always popular. 

The Chairoplane ride seemed to spin endlessly with excited children and this year we trialled having a Flashing Novelties 

stall. 

Thanks to the Normandy Scouts / Explorers for their collection skills this year with nearly Ã1.8k donations taken - up on last 

year by nearly Ã400. This total will pay for future fireworks. 

As usual we are indebted to our wonderful volunteers - all 25 of them - too many to mention by name - from those that 

helped build the bonfire to those that helped out on the night plus the kind people who cleared the field of debris the next 

day. Special mentions to Neil Aust, who saved the bonfire build team at least a days hard labour by using his tractor skills 

to great effect, and to Roger Sage who works tirelessly every year on making sure the bonfire area is safe and tidy.  

So a big thank you from the Normandy Parish Council to all those who supported this community event in any way. That 

also includes the St Johns Ambulance and Surrey Police for their reassuring presence too.  

And this year we asked our local wildlife rescue centre, Harper Asprey, to 

check our bonfire to ensure there were no animals sheltering inside. Using 

their (borrowed) Ã67k Thermal Camera I am pleased to say that we didnõt 

have any and received a certificate confirming that. See our FaceBook page 

on the Bonfire building https://www.facebook.com/NormandyBonfire/ for 

more.  

As a responsible body running a public fireworks celebration, and we have 

two this year, the NPC issued a note letting local animal owners know event 

details so they could try to limit the impact of the loud noise on their pets. 

We of course advertise this event on all the usual local news and social 

media but this year, as we were one of a few that had our celebration on the actual day, we were asked to take part in a 

phone-in on BBC Radio Surrey. 

Never one to ôrest on our laurelsõ, we would love to get your feedback on the event and any thoughts on improving it for 

subsequent years. 

Cllr Alastair Lawson 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/NormandyBonfire/
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Planning 

Next time you think of improving your home, and lots of people do in Normandyénote that planning permission is not needed 

for all household building work. 

Under permitted development rules you can carry out a number of household building work projects, provided they meet certain 

limits and conditions.  

You can find out whether you need planning permission by viewing the portal in the link below. 

https://interactive.planningportal.co.uk/ 

If it does need permission, then we look forward to considering it at one of our Normandy Planning meetings. One thing that 

does help us come to a decision is a personal statement from the applicants about the work accompanying the required details 

of the existing and proposed plans. 

Cllr Alastair Lawson - Chairman, Planning 

St Markõs Church 2019 Calendar Launched and Winner Announced 

At our October Mini Market we unveiled our very first St. Mark's 2019 Normandy 

Calendar.  A beautiful insight into our lovely village, all twelve images were chosen from a 

competition we ran, with the winning image being selected for the front cover.  Our winner 

was local resident Margaret Jones and her pen and wash painting  of the 'Hogs Back Vista' 

makes for an impressive front cover. Margaret was thrilled that not only was one of her 

images selected for the calendar but she was also the winner!  Her inspiration for the image 

came from a summer trip out walking across the fields at Flexford with her little grandsons in 

the summer. The timing of the competition proved to be very therapeutic for her as her 

young daughter in law was unexpectedly about to have emergency open heart surgery. She 

first saw the competition when we posted a reminder on Facebook. Captivated by the idea 

and the challenge she set to work. Becoming artistically absorbed in painting for a purpose 

for Margaret was a really welcome positive diversion. Margaret and her husband have lived 

in Normandy for the last 22 years, renting out their house whilst living in Australia for 

nearly five years during this time.  She has been painting on and off for about 20 years, 

inspired by her late mother who was a talented, self taught artist into her 80's. She joined 

'Normandy Artists' in September last year and took on the roll of Chair several months 

ago.  The group has been working recently on their  'Reflections of WW1 exhibition for 

Remembrance Sunday' at the British Legion to commemorate the centenary of the end of 

the War. We are really grateful for all entries to our competition which gave us a wealth of 

choice for the calendar.  People of all ages entered and Eloise aged 11 

years was the youngest person to have one of her images selected for the 

calendar.  A big thank you to Chris our Parish Administrator for not only 

coming up with the competition idea, but also coordinating it all the way 

through.  If you would like to purchase a calendar they will be available 

from the Parish Office, at coffee on Sundays and we are hoping to sell 

them around the village.  The cost of the calendar is Ã5.00 and the money 

will go to help support the Church. 

 

https://interactive.planningportal.co.uk/
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Manor Fruit Farm (MFF) 

MFF has not enjoyed the very dry summer, the Village green is now covered in dandelions with very little grass. The Parish 

Council are trying to find ways to rectify this problem without the use 

of chemical weed killers. However the Peace Garden when I 

photographed it a couple of weeks ago looked lovely in the afternoon 

sun, the trees are now growing well and the tablets have been 

refurbished. 

The Silent Soldiers have been either side of the main drive to MFF for 

much of the summer and autumn, the Friends of Normandy Wildlife 

sowed some red poppy seeds on the right hand side and looked after 

the plants, keeping them watered which was a hard task because it 

was so, so dry. Reminding us all of the bravery of our young men during the First World War and future conflicts. We have 

an enormous amount to be grateful for, we must never forget, so many lost their lives, an absolute tragedy, to ensure our 

lives are as they are today. 

I have found the original development plan for Manor Fruit Farm 1998, we are nearly there, but not quite.  I have not seen 

this before, but I did know one existed. I thought it would be good to share it with you all. Please see page 7.  

As usual MFF has had a very busy year, which is not surprising. I make no apologies, I am going to say once again it is a 

beautiful spot, we are all so lucky. 

 

Manor Fruit Farm Phase 2 Development (MFFP2WP) 

We are now in a position to employ a fundraiser. The progress for Phase 2 as 

you can imagine is a long drawn out process, which is taking shape, slowly but 

surely. We are at present producing documentation to show how in the future the 

maintenance of our new facilities will be achieved, plus all the reasons (which are 

many) why the new facilities are needed and required on MFF. In the future we 

will have the correct facilities and pitch sizes for senior and junior football, senior 

and junior baseball and ladies rounders. 

Further, I must point out at this point in time the ladies rounderõs do not have any facilities at all, they play on the Village 

Green. I must also add that junior football can not be played in our Village at all, the existing facilities are way below 

standard for juniors and can not be upgraded. I will keep you all informed  of our progress in future issues of the Villager. 

All the above illustrates why funding should be allocated to our very important project. 

Cllr Val Cheesman - Chairman, MFFWP & MFFP2WP 
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1998 Manor Fruit Farm Development Plan - see latest updated plan on the NPC Website  


