The Villager
The Official Publication of Normandy Parish Council
D ecembe r 2 016 - I s su e 5 9

Welcome
Chairman's Report
It’s that time of year again, with Christmas nearly here and it’s the last issue of The Villager for 2016. So let me take the
opportunity to wish everybody a very Happy Christmas and a Prosperous New Year.
Whatever the time of year, it seems all your Councillors were busy organising and running events within
the village. The main ones over the last few months are the Village Fete and the Village Bonfire, both of
which in my eyes and the feedback I’ve been given were a great success. Cllr Vicky Clarke organised the
Fete, putting in a lot of hard work and introducing new ideas; please see Vicky’s report. Cllr Ally Lawson
organised the Bonfire and the evening ran like clockwork; please see Ally’s report.
Many volunteers aided these two events giving their time and energy. Thank you
Vicky, Ally and all the volunteers.

John Thompson

We have had a vacancy on the Parish Council for several months and in October
we were finally able to fill this position. It was great to have had three candidates
volunteering to fill the vacancy and while we can only offer one position at the moment we will be working
to increase our Councillor numbers and hopefully we can encourage them to apply again. We co-opted
John Thompson onto the Parish Council. Welcome John; it will take a while for you to find your feet, but I
am sure when you do you will become an active and effective member of the team.

Guildford Borough Council have deferred the “Local Plan” for about another year and this re-evaluation
could lead to another consultation, please see Cllr Peter Palmer’s report inside. I stated in the September issue
that I would let you know how much the Parish Council paid for legal advice to respond to the Local Plan. The
barrister’s invoice was £2,100 but as we can reclaim the VAT the net amount we paid totalled £1,750.
Alan Cheesman, Chairman Normandy Parish Council

Land Management Working Party

The Trustees of Normandy Pond have reported that the Pond needs dredging again; they are in the process of hiring a dredger,
otherwise the Pond is in good order and being well maintained by the Trustees and Volunteers.
The mulberry tree in the Traditional Orchard has produced fruit for the first time this year. If you have not been to the Traditional
Orchard it’s well worth a visit.
It is suspected that Ash Die Back is present on parts of Normandy Common.
Alan Cheesman - Chair, LMWP

Normandy War Memorial Rededication
The Normandy War Memorial has really benefited
from a super clean and the refurbishment of all the
names and dates. The Rev. Alison Craven lead the
rededication service on Sunday 4th September. There
was a good turnout, Cubs, Scouts, The Royal British
Legion, Standard Bearers, Mr. Albert Cunningham
representing The Canadian Veterans, lastly but not
least a number of villagers. Normandy Royal British
Legion provided refreshments after the event. Thank
you all.
Cllr Val Cheesman
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GBC Draft Local Plan 2016 - The Latest...
On 27 October, GBC released a statement entitled Targeted consultation next step for Draft Local Plan, which may be viewed
on www.guildford.gov.uk/article/18755/Targeted-consultation-next-step-for-Draft-Local-Plan. In a nutshell, just over 6,000
residents, businesses, community groups and other stakeholders
submitted nearly 32,000 comments. GBC says it will “...revisit the
Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA), the Employment Land
Needs Assessment (ELNA) and the Retail and Leisure Needs Study...”
before amending the plan and publishing it for further consultation, to
be completed by summer 2017.
The ever alert Mike Aaronson spotted an article on Get Surrey’s website,
also posted on 27 October, entitled Brexit cited among reasons for
Guildford local plan 10-month delay. Within the article (see
www.getsurrey.co.uk/news/surrey-news/brexit-cited-among-reasonsguildford-12087454), GBC Leader Paul Spooner is quoted as saying
“...it was likely there would be "substantial changes" to a number of the
strategic sites put forward in the last draft.”. Although this isn’t
mentioned in GBC’s statement, it nevertheless means we will have to
examine the next draft very, very carefully as Normandy is one of their
strategic sites. Also not mentioned in GBC’s statement is a publication date for the revised draft, although Get Surrey’s article
says this will be next June. We shall see. In the meantime, we keep watching. It ain’t over yet ‘til the fat lady sings...
Cllr Peter Palmer - Chair , GBC Draft Local Plan 2016 Consultation Working Party

Normandy Summer Fete

This year has been my first year organising the Normandy fete, and indeed any fete
come to that! There were months of planning, and the
Parish Council members were all integral cogs in the fete
machine.
I would like to start by thanking Val
Cheesman and our Parish Clerk, Leslie Clarke, for the
many hours they put into helping me with the fete. Val
spent a great deal of time organising our produce show,
which sadly did not go ahead due to too few
participants, and Leslie contacted numerous people,
organised the programme cover competition, as well as
many other countless parts of the fete. We three also
chose the two winning programme covers, and we hope you all enjoyed their Peace
Garden theme. Secondly I would also thank all of the volunteers who turned up on Saturday,
Monday and afterwards to help clear up. Your time and enthusiasm are so valuable to our
village and we could not have done it all without you.
Before the fete started, we opened the Peace Garden which is adjacent to the field which hosts
the fete. The Garden was blessed by the Vicar of St Mark’s Wyke and officially opened by the
Mayor of Guildford. Once the Peace Garden was open, it was time for the Mayor to open the
fete and start the festivities – although many visitors had already started without us! We had fair
rides, a very popular dog show and umpteen stalls varying from games, plants, handmade
cards, jewellery, all types of food, and arts and crafts. We had entertainment from our fantastic
band, and plenty of classic cars and bikes for people to admire. The Village Hall was also host
to our first Parish Council-run bar (with thanks to Leslie and my mum Sue for holding the fort) as well as the ever popular model
railway.
The fete seemed to be a great success, with the sun coming out for us for most of the day. The lengthy queue from the Ice
Cream van suggests everyone was enjoying the summer weather! We had a fantastic turnout on the day, and we managed to
raise a total of £1,058.80. Thank you all for coming, and here is to next year.
Cllr Victoria Clarke

Planning Committee
We had an interesting application a few weeks ago. Our solitary BT telephone
box in Christmas Pie is under threat of removal due to underuse. It’s one of 38
across the Guildford Borough that they have targeted for this fate. However
this traditional communication channel for villagers is to be protected by the
Parish Council who will be sponsoring it on an annual basis.
Cllr Alastair Lawson - Chair, Planning
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Highways News

We can see that Winter is already on its way - the first morning you need to scrape the
ice from your car windscreen. It goes without saying that being careful on our roads is
even more important at this time of year, but I thought it may be of help to know which
roads in Normandy are planned to be salted by Surrey County Council when the
criteria is met. Roads are split into different categories. Priority One are just that and
are as follows:
Guildford Road, Pirbright Road, Glaziers Lane, Westwood Lane
And Priority Two roads are done, if possible, when Priority One roads have been
completed:
Hunts Hill Road
Full details of the salting and other related topics can be found at Surrey County
Council website at https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/roadmaintenance-and-cleaning/salting-and-gritting
Safe motoring this winter!
Cllr David Simmons - Chair, Highways Working Party

Isn’t Normandy Worth £10?

You’ll probably be aware of the Campaign to Protect Rural England and the work they
do to protect our precious countryside. But you may not be aware of the
massive support the CPRE Surrey branch gave to Normandy when it submitted
its 28 page objection to the GBC Draft Local Plan earlier this summer (see
http://www.cpresurrey.org.uk/2016/08/guildfords-draft-local-plan-brandedunrealistic-and-over-ambitious/).
CPRE Surrey have shown themselves to be good friends of ours. And now they’re friends
in need. They’ve launched Help CPRE Save Surrey’s Countryside, an appeal to raise at
least £10,000 to help them respond effectively to the huge challenges we all face. I’m
sure you’ll agree that it’s very much in our interests that we support CPRE Surrey’s efforts
to help protect our local environment. If every household in Normandy donated £10, we
would take them way past that target. So let’s help them to help us! And before you
ask, yes I’ve sent my tenner - despite the desperate squeals of protest from my debit
card. You can donate on line by visiting www.cpresurrey.org.uk and clicking on Donate
(top right on the web page) or mail a cheque to CPRE Surrey, Room G2, The Institute,
67 High Street, Leatherhead, Surrey KT22 8AH.
Cllr Peter Palmer - Chair, GBC Draft Local Plan 2016 Consultation Working Party

Wyke Children Visit Royal British Legion
The children are from year 5 & 6 at Wyke Primary have been studying both World Wars but
particularly the Battle of the Somme where 46 of the young men from Normandy lost their
lives. At 13.00 they left school following the Standards of the Branch and the Canadian
Veterans accompanied by a lone piper and led by the Vicar of the local Church. On arrival
at the War memorial the vicar gave a short service and the children recited the names of all
the personnel who had died from the Village. They then laid a wreath which they had made
and after the service ended went to the Legion Hall for tea. Prior to the tea they heard
about a Wellington Bomber that crashed on Merrist Wood Golf Course with the loss of four
of the crew. It had been brought down by friendly fire unfortunately. Then five of them read
out poems they had written about Remembrance. The tea was provided and prepared by the
Social Club who use the facilities at the Branch. However the food was very authentic with only non-sliced bread being
used with butter for the sandwiches, the fillings being jam and corned beef. To accompany this were sausage rolls and
jam tarts, the pastry being made with lard as the only product available in those days. They had squash and water as
drinks with the puddings being jelly and blancmange. The blancmange was colourless as colouring was not available in
the war years. All this and more information on what was eaten during the war was given by the Head Cook who
provided the food. The afternoon concluded with the children singing, with gusto, wartime songs and then leaving to
march back to school. There was an exhibition by the Normandy Historians on the people of the Village who lost their
lives during the two wars and all around the hall were the poems the children had written. All the poems and the
exhibition were left up for people to view on Remembrance Sunday. This Tea occurs once every two years and is the
attempt of the Branch to expand what the Legion does into the community. A lot of work goes into organising this and the
main credit has to go to our P.A.O. Mrs Pat Tugwell for her organising the day and coercing people to come and set
things up, to talk on various subjects and to organise the playing of pipes and the bugle for the service.
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Communications
Our request in the last edition for companies to respond to our requirement for a new parish council website received six
responses – great news! I am pleased to say that we have now set up a small working party to decide which supplier to take on
this task. Luckily we have so many residents with expertise in many areas like IT and we are so grateful when people come
forward to help. So more information on our progress in the first Villager in 2017.
Cllr Alastair Lawson - Chair, Communications

Our Normandy
The Chants
The Chant family who have been associated with the Village for 90 years, have now had to sell
their family home, they have asked me to put this piece in The Villager explaining why.
The Chant family in Normandy:- In the early years of the 1900s Albert Chant (originally from
Whiteparish) was the Head Gardener at the big house Westwood in Westwood Lane and Edith
Chant originally from Churt, hence the house name (Whitchurt). They lived and started to raise a
family in South Lodge (where our father Jim was born). The First World War didn’t aid their
efforts, and whilst Albert was serving, Edith delivered the post at Churt. During the 1920s Albert
Chant chose and bought the land for the house and with his Father-in-law Frank Alderton built
the family home and garages, Whitchurt, Guildford Road. All of the Chant children went to Wyke
Primary School (Edie, Frank, Jim, Nancy and George) whilst Albert and Edith began the Chant
family business of road haulage. Unfortunately
Albert succumbed to cancer and died in his
thirties, leaving Edith with five young children,
no pension and a business to run. First Frank, then Jim drove the lorry to
keep the family business running. Due to the
Second World War, Frank joined up, whilst
Jim was unable to, being a fireman on
Southern Railway and the sole supporter of
his mother and younger siblings. Jim worked
for his mother up until her death in 1963,
during which time he met and married an
Aldershot girl (our mum Pamela Armstrong).
Up until his mother Edith’s death, Pam, Jim
and their four daughters lived mainly in
Walden Cottages, but after being left the business, and buying the Chant family home, they
moved to the other end of Normandy and lived at Whitchurt. Ann, Carol, Jill and Janet all
attended Wyke School, attended Sunday Schools at both St Marks and the Congregational
Church, and went to Yeomans Bridge School (now Ash Manor) whilst Jim with Pam continued to
run the road haulage business until Jims death in 2010. The Chant family have been involved
in a variety of the Normandy groups including Normandy WI, Cubs, Scouts, Brownies, Guides,
Red Cross cadets, the Normandy Fete and Maypole dancing. Big events were when as a 14 year
old Jim was able to attend the World Scout Jamboree in Holland (the last Jamboree attended by
Lord Baden Powell), Ann was the May Queen and Jill married at St Marks Church.
The biggest supporters of Normandy groups were Jim and Pam however, as many young cubs, scouts or red cross cadets,
brownies and guides either went to camp on the back of the Chant lorry, when many happy memories were made with little or
no cost to the groups involved, no matter the distance or time involved. In their later years Jim and Pam were inaugural
members of Normandy Bowls Club and when Jim died, monies raised in his memory bought the tables and chairs for the new
Normandy club house. Pam was a member of the Normandy Historians for many years attending either alone or with Jill and
Janet. It is with regret the Chant family home has had to be sold, but it is to ensure Mum (Pam’s) final years are spent in safety at
the Manor Place Care Home. Although the Chant family home has had to be sold, a part of the original Chant family still lives
within Normandy, as George (youngest of Albert and Edith) and Val having lived most of their married life in Guildford moved
back into the village and remain involved in Normandy life.
Cllr Val Cheesman

Manor Fruit Farm (MFF) WP & Manor Fruit Farm (MFF) Phase 2 Development WP

MFF:- I hope you all enjoyed the Fete and Village Bonfire both held on MFF. I thought they were a great success. The Trim Trail
has now been installed, just a sign to be erected, which I believe is an explanation of how to use each piece of equipment and
their suggested running order. I have taken a few photographs of the equipment during and after installation.
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MFF Phase 2 Development:- GBC have now received the pre planning revised development plans and have now asked for a
couple of changes which I think can be changed without too much trouble, but this is not up to me the plans are once again in
the architects hands, slow progress but at least some progress.
I would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Cllr Val Cheesman - Chair, MFFWP & MFFP2WP

Seeking A New Challenge?
Are you seeking more variety to your professional life or perhaps are retired and want to contribute to the local community?
Wyke Primary School in Normandy is seeking as soon as practicable a person to fulfil the
role of Clerk to the Governing Body. The primary purpose of this part time role (on
average, approximately 12 hours per month) is to provide clerical support to the
Governing Body which meets six times during the educational year.
The meetings take place at the school, usually on a Wednesday at 4.30pm and for a
maximum duration of two hours. With the exception of the meetings, the role can
predominantly be carried out elsewhere on a personal computer with a connection to the
internet. The role is rewarded financially by way of a small remuneration. You will have
good ICT and strong oral and written communication skills and be able to organise
meetings, draft agendas and correspondence, and record accurate concise minutes of
meetings.
You will be able to manage your own workload and understand the importance of
confidentiality and sensitivity of information. Free training will be provided, including an
opportunity to attend the National College for Teaching and Leadership Clerks’ Development Programme. The current Clerk
intends to retire by the end of the Summer 2017 term, so an opportunity to shadow the role will exist. The Governors page of the
school website (http://www.wyke.surrey.sch.uk/governors/) provides background information on the role of the Governing Body.
To find out more about the role or to express an interest please contact the School on 01483 811197 or
school@wyke.surrey.sch.uk.

A New Opea House: Magical Setting

Grange Park Opera are building a new opera house in a magical setting within striking distance of Normandy. There are 100 pairs
of free tickets to the 2017 festival. Just tell them your favourite opera and you will be included the ballot which will take place at the
end of December. Please go to www.grangeparkopera.co.uk/ballot for more information.
In less than two decades, Grange Park Opera has established itself as one of Europe’s leading opera festivals. In June 2017 the
festival opens in a new opera house at West Horsley Place: a glorious sprawling 15 th century house surrounded by formal gardens
with secret corners, aged trees, box hedges and a majestic crinkle crankle wall. The creation of a four-tier opera house modelled on
La Scala, Milan is probably the most thrilling thing happening in UK opera today. There will undoubtedly be a great fanfare when
the opera house opens on Thursday 8th June. The festival runs from 8 June to 15 July.
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Normandy Volunteer Network
We have had two of our largest community events in the last few months and our local
volunteers have once again stepped forward to support them. Over twelve residents
supported setting up and taking down at the Village Fete and a similar number
volunteered to take on marshalling and collecting donations on the Bonfire night. We
also had more that turned up several weekends to help build the bonfire and then to set
off the fireworks. There are a variety of tasks needing a local volunteer, like driving. The
Normandy Community Bus provides a vital link to people in the village to get around
and there is an urgent requirement for someone to help out. If you think you support this
or could spare an hour or two occasionally in a community event please let me know
and we would like to add your name to the Normandy Volunteer Network.
Cllr Alastair Lawson - Chair, Communications

Normandy’s Bonfire Night
It was near perfect conditions for this year’s Normandy Bonfire…cold, clear, on a
Saturday and with, thankfully, a wind blowing the right direction. It set up this community
event to be one of the most popular ever. Over 300 people
lined up in Hunts Hill car park to head off through
Normandy Common woods holding their torchlights
(courtesy of Normandy Scouts) to arrive at Manor Fruit
Farm. The bonfire was lit and didn’t take long for the fire to
take hold, bringing the apex toppling down to the delight of the audience. While some people
queued for their food provided by Hunts Hill Farm, a drink from either the Scouts or the
Nightingales WI, sweets from the stall or a tea cup ride the majority pressed as close as they were
allowed to the warming fire. Literally bang on time the fireworks started and there was a great twenty
minute display to light up the sky. Thanks as usual to those volunteers who helped in so many ways
for an event that has become a must-see traditional experience, even for people living outside the
village and one that we are proud to have as free entry community occasion. The generous donations given on the night do go
to cover the costs for future bonfire event and this year we received enough to pay for two years fireworks – thank you so much.
We hope those that came enjoyed it. More pictures to be found on the NPC website and Facebook page https://
www.facebook.com/NormandyBonfire/
Cllr Alastair Lawson

Christmas Services at Emmanuel Church, Glaziers Lane
Sunday, 18th December, 10am-11.30am, Christmas Messy Church
Christmas Eve, 4.30pm, Carols by Candlelight Service
Christmas Day, 10am, Christmas Morning Worship, led by Graham Hoslett.
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For Your Diary

Normandy Parish Council Meetings

Council Meetings

Planning Meetings

14th Dec

11th Jan

25th Jan

8th Feb

22nd Feb

9th Mar

29th Mar
Other: MFF: 11th Jan, LMWP: 8th Feb, MFFP2WP: 11th Jan, 9th Mar. More Parish Council meeting dates will be added onto the website shortly. Please visit www.normandyparishcouncil.co.uk for meeting dates onwards.

Keeping You In Touch
Communications Group - Alastair Lawson
As Alan mentioned in his welcome the NPC are targeting communication as key to achieving a more cohesive, informed and
active community in Normandy. Here are some of the ways the NPC can keep in touch and you can respond back. Some are
traditional means of communication like this publication and the village notice boards. We have added more online channels
so we can reach you more easily, quickly and more comprehensively.
Please send any email request through to the Parish Clerk
normandyparishcouncil@btconnect.com
On our NPC website you can find council minutes, agendas and
other useful information http://normandyparishcouncil.co.uk/
The NPC page on Streetlife will inform residents of events like NPC meetings, when material is uploaded on the
website, signed up to events, general info https://www.streetlife.com/page/normandy-parish-council-3/
We have Facebook pages for the Village Bonfire and the Manor Fruit Farm.
https://www.facebook.com/NormandyBonfire/ https://www.facebook.com/ManorFruitFarm/
Please follow our tweets on events and general updates about our village @normandyparish to follow search
for normandypc
Friends of Normandy Wildlife meet on the
2nd Monday of the month for 7.30 at The
Therapy Gardens on Manor Fruit Farm.
All our welcome to attend including
children. The cost is £2 for members and
£3 for non-members with children/students
free of charge.
Spring 2017 talks include:
* Reptiles of Surrey by Jamel Guienoui
from Surrey Amphibian and Reptile Group
* Wildlife Gardening by Dawn Fielding of
Surrey Wildlife Trust
* Water Voles by Alex Learmont of Surrey
Wildlife Trust
Please email fnwildlife@gmail.com if you
would like more information.
Normandy is fortunate enough to have
Little Owls. The Little Owl Project at
www.littleowlproject.uk is recording details of Little Owl sightings. If you see one,
please report it with date, time and where seen to the
above.
Please may we remind you if you find any wildlife in distress, our two local wildlife rescue centres are
Harper Asprey 01344 623106 or Wildlife Aid on 09061 800132.
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Advertising
If you would like to advertise in The Villager, please contact Leslie Clarke on 01483 811108 or email
normandyparishcouncil@btconnect.com. The publication goes out four times a year in March, June, September and December.
Cost to advertise for a year is £50 or £15 a publication. Your advert is also placed on the Parish Council website for a year.

Your Parish Council

Alan Cheesman
Parish Council Chairman
Chair LMWP

Val Cheesman
Chair MFFWP
Chair MFFP2D

Peter Palmer
Chair GBC Draft Local Plan 2016
Consultation WP

David Simmons
Parish Council Vice Chairman
Chair Highways WP

Alastair Lawson
Chair Planning
Chair Communications Group

Victoria Clarke
Vice Chair Highways WP
Vice Chair Communications Group

Contact Us:
Alan Cheesman - alval345@btinternet.com

Val Cheesman - alval345@btinternet.com

peter.palmer@normandyparishcouncil.co.uk

alastair.lawson@normandyparishcouncil.co.uk

David Simmons - redark19@hotmail.com

viictoria.clarke@normandyparishcouncil.co.uk

John Thompson - eelijohn@aol.com

John Thompson

LMWP - Land Management Working Party
MFFWP - Manor Fruit Farm Working Party
MFFP2D - Manor Fruit Farm Phase Two Development

Parish Clerk - Lt Col Leslie G A Clarke
H: 01483 811108 M: 07809 331 080 or Email:
normandyparishcouncil@btconnect.com
Website: http://www.normandyparishcouncil.co.uk
Editor: Anna Beuden 01483 811055 or Email: anna.beuden@normandyparishcouncil.co.uk
Printed by: Kube, London
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