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Chairman's Report 

Welcome to the latest issue of The Villager, I hope you enjoy the content and find it interesting and informative. If 

you would like to see something different or have any good ideas for content please let  us know. 

Guildford Borough Council has now published a revised draft version of its Local Plan; this is not necessarily the 

final Draft version that will go out for consultation for six weeks in June and July (consultation is for the changes to 

last year’s version only). Great News for Normandy - the sites: 

A46 for 1,100 houses with a Secondary School and A47 for 50 houses have been dropped. But we still have 

concerns over the removal of the Green Belt cover (insetting) of Normandy/Flexford and we will know more when 

the final Draft comes out in June. Thanks to all those who campaigned, a just result.  Please remain vigilant, we 

may have more work to do. 

Roshan Bailey was elected Chairman of Normandy Village Hall at their AGM on 16 March. I am sure she will be a great success, as was Ian 

Rose her predecessor. Congratulations Roshan. 

As most of you will know Keith Witham was re-elected as our Surrey County Councillor in the May 4 election. Well done Keith, please keep on 

supporting Normandy as you have in past years. 

A date for your diary - August 28 Bank Holiday Monday the Normandy Fete at Manor Fruit Farm on Glaziers Lane.  It was a great success last 

year (organised by Cllr Vicky Clarke) and we hope to make it even better this year with a sport theme. Please come along and enjoy. 

On a personal note thanks to all those who sponsored me for running the London Marathon in aid of Get Kids Going. I managed a time of 

four and a half hours and raised a sum of £2,600. 

Alan Cheesman, Chairman Normandy Parish Council 
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The Villager 

Normandy Summer Fete 

As Spring starts to fade and we feel the warmth of Summer begin, we 

are now only a few months away from our Normandy Fete!  We will 

have some new events this year, mainly Morris Dancers and a Tug of 

War competition, as well as the annual dog show and a variety of stalls 

and exhibitions. We hope the weather will be as kind as last year, and 

we will have plenty of food stalls for visitors to enjoy in the sunshine.  

The theme of the Fete this year will be Sport, to help with fundraising for 

the second phase of development for Manor Fruit Farm.  If anyone 

would like to showcase their sport or team, then please get in touch! 

 

Please ensure that you send in your stall form as soon as possible so 

that we can plan the site and make sure your requests for locations can 

be met.   If you would like to reserve a pitch or have any queries 

regarding stalls, please email our Parish Clerk, Leslie Clarke at 

normandyparishcouncil@btconnect.com.  If you have a preference of 

where you are based, or wish to change from last year’s position, 

please confirm the same on your reservation form. 

We look forward to seeing you all there!  

Cllr Victoria Clarke 

Planning Committee News 

I have been pleased to see that a couple of villagers have been encouraged by the article in the last Villager to attend a Parish 

Council Planning meeting to put their case for a planning application in person. We are determined to support residents as 

much as we can within the planning constraints and hearing directly how their proposed living space will be fit-for-purpose is 

very helpful in coming to a decision.   

Cllr Alastair Lawson - Chairman, Planning 

Land Management Working Party (LMWP) 

The new lease with Guildford Borough Council for the Normandy allotments has finally been signed. This has dragged on over 

several years and it is a relief for it to be over. 

It was good to see when I visited the allotments that most plots were being cultivated and looking good. 

Whilst helping out with some maintenance work around Normandy Pond, I identified some dangerous trees between the Pond and 

Guildford Road, it is in hand to have these felled.  

On the subject of trees, it is a legal requirement that trees adjacent to public rights of way (Footpaths , Roads, etc.) are surveyed 

biannually (Health and Safety). Therefore we have to survey the trees on Normandy common adjacent to Guildford Road, Pirbright 

Road and Hunts Hill Road. Post this survey we will continue on alternative years surveying the footpaths one year then the Roads 

the following year. 

Cllr Alan Cheesman - Chairman, LMWP 

 

mailto:normandyparishcouncil@btconnect.com
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The Villager 

Litter Picker 

Litter is a blight on any village and residents have been telling us of their frustration at how much there is around Normandy. 

On 1 April the Parish Council employed a new Litter Picker and her name is Megan Blackmore. She is employed for 20hrs per 

month and her collecting covers Manor Fruit Farm, Normandy Common, both car parks and the land between them, plus The 

Football Pitch. Megan will also cover the pond when necessary. 

When time permits Megan will also litter pick some of the main roads in Normandy - Guildford Road, Pirbright Road, Glaziers 

Lane, Westwood Lane and Flexford Road. 

Megan is doing a great job already, filling lots of bins with rubbish. If you see her please say hello! 

Cllr Val Cheesman 

GBC Draft Local Plan 

Normandy Saved But We Keep Watching 

By the time this article is published, most of you will have already 

heard that Guildford Borough Council has dropped its proposals to 

build 1,150 homes and a secondary school in Normandy. 

The revised Draft Local Plan was published by GBC on 10 April 2017 

and may be found on www.guildford.gov.uk/newlocalplan/

proposedsubmission.  It follows the public consultations in June and 

July 2016 which generated over 32,000 responses from about 6,500 

respondents and contains many changes.  It shows the housing target 

has been reduced by 1,400 units to a total of 12,426 homes to be 

built by 2034, and it also reaffirms GBC’s commitment to a 

brownfield first policy.  The documents of particular interest to 

Normandy are Guildford borough Proposed Submission Local Plan - 

Strategy and Sites 2017 (pages 252-256, 261-264) and Proposed 

Submission Local Plan 2017 - Appendix H Maps A-G (pages 21-24), 

which may be downloaded from the aforementioned web page. 

The happy news for Normandy is the complete removal of the 

strategic sites with their proposed 1,150 homes and secondary school.  

It also shows revisions to the Green Belt boundaries; the strategic sites 

revert to Green Belt and most of the settlements (houses) in Normandy 

and all of Flexford are to be inset with the Green Belt surrounding 

them.  What this means for the inset areas is they will no longer be 

subject to the additional Green Belt regulations over and above the 

normal planning policies and restrictions. 

I should point out that these documents are drafts and may be amended before being signed off by full Council at GBC.  After 

that, it will go out for public consultation in June and July 2017 for comments on the latest changes.  The timetable on 

www.guildford.gov.uk/newlocalplan/lds shows December 2017 as when the plan will be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate.  

So in the meantime, we continue to watch. 

It’s been a long and tense campaign since the first Draft Local Plan of 2014.  I’d like to offer my thanks to everyone who’s 

helped along the way, with particular thanks to Mike Aaronson, Alan Burchett and Martin Sweeting who contributed so much, 

and to our MP Jonathan Lord and Councilors Keith Witham (SCC) and David Bilbe (GBC) for their support.  Together we’ve 

achieved a wonderful result - saved our precious countryside and avoided the Normandy New Town apocalypse. 

So we can breathe a huge sigh of relief but I’d like to quote Mike Aaronson’s note of caution:  “However, looking further ahead, 

there is a move from central government for local authorities to revise their land availability assessments more frequently, which 

means that as long as there are people willing to sell their Green Belt land there will be pressure on councils from developers to 

take it out of the Green Belt. So although we can all rejoice at the current reprieve we need to remain vigilant for our 

countryside!” 

Quite right Mike.  We keep watching.  It ain’t over yet ‘til the fat lady sings...but she’s hummin’ out loud! 

Peter Palmer - Chairman GBC Draft Local Plan 2016 Consultation Working Party 
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Manor Fruit Farm (MFF) WP and Manor Fruit Farm (MFF) Phase 2 Development WP 

Manor Fruit Farm is at its best, with the arrival of Summer the flowering plants are full of colour, the birds and butterflies are out 

in force and the smell changes, it turns into a sensory theatre. It is such a beautiful spot we are so lucky to have this patch of 

green, please use it and enjoy. 

Now back down to earth we have made several improvements in the last 

few months.   

1. Two speed humps and white lines have been added to persuade people 

in vehicles to slow down! 

2. Trees that were overhanging the Therapy Garden have been trimmed. 

3. Roshan (Village Hall) designed a directory sign for the users on MFF and 

Ally and Alan installed it. Thank you so much! 

I have invited several Clubs, Organisations that meet on MFF to write a 

piece about themselves.  

Normandy Historians have approached us and of course we are very happy 

to place this piece in the Villager for them. 

NORMANDY HISTORIANS 

The Normandy Historians was founded in 1987 in order to record the last hundred years of social and cultural living within the 

village. The result was our first publication “A Century of Normandy in Surrey” which was published in 2000 to mark the new 

Millennium.  Since then there have been more publications, “A History of Normandy Park” and more recently “Henley park in 

Surrey-The History of a Royal Manor”. The Historians hold open meetings on Tuesday evenings in February, March, April, May, 

September, October and November in the Village Hall . We have speakers on a wide range of subjects and interests.  In June 

there is an outing to a local place of interest and in December there is a Christmas Social for the members.  

We also put on an exhibition for the Normandy Summer Fete biannually. This year we hope 

to stage a display depicting a century of the role of women in the armed services and on 

the home front. 

The Normandy Historians’ website has over 550 pages and covers many subjects relating 

to the history of Normandy. The annual cost to become a member is £5.00.  To attend a 

meeting as a non-member the cost is £1.50. 

Sandra Grainger, Secretary 

Thank you Sandra.  The Friends of Normandy Wildlife have also written this piece. 

WILD ABOUT NORMANDY! 

Do you love the countryside in and around Normandy?  Are you interested in all the wildlife there is in the area - some of which 

is nationally rare?  If so, then the Friends of Normandy Wildlife (FNW) may be just what you are looking for! 

Formed in 2014 by a group of local enthusiasts, FNW is an organisation set up with the aim of 

fostering an appreciation of the beauty and diversity of wildlife in Normandy and protecting it for 

the future.  The parish is important within Surrey since it contains a number of Sites of Nature 

Conservation Importance (SNCIs) within its boundaries.  We aim to record and report wildlife 

sightings across the parish and publicise Normandy's wildlife to a wide audience, both in and 

around the village and through other influential wildlife bodies. The Group is very friendly and 

welcoming and at present we have around 50 members.  We are fortunate in that several of 

these are qualified specialists in ecology or wildlife biology who hold, or have held, senior 

positions relating to wildlife in national and international bodies.  Some members are local 

experts who belong to various Surrey and National wildlife societies; others just share an interest in nature and the environment 

and want to learn more about it together with friends and neighbours.  

What we do: We organise a variety of activities - talks and walks - throughout the year, usually on the second Monday of the 

month.  Talks are held at the Therapy Gardens on Manor Fruit Farm starting at 7.30pm.  The atmosphere is very informal with 

wine, soft drinks, tea and coffee available and everyone is welcome to come - both adults and children. We have had many 

fascinating and well illustrated talks from experts on a wide range of topics including hedgehogs, 

dormice, bats, reptiles, owls, the Woking peregrines, control of invasive species, and, most recently, 

water voles.  Our speakers are always happy to answer any questions the audience has - and there are 

usually quite a lot!  In the summer months we usually do walks instead of talks. We've been out together 

with bat detectors and moth nets finding and identifying the local night-time fliers,  searched for fungi on 

the common and been taken on a wildflower walk around the area. 

 

 



5 

The Villager 

Our summer and autumn programme for 2017  

This Summer we have three walks planned: 

Friday 19 May – Bats and Moths at St Mark’s  Churchyard. Meet at 21.00 outside the entrance to the church weather 

permitting; please contact email below if unsure. (The vicar has asked us to stay on the paths and not go on to sacred ground). 

Saturday 10 June – Guided walk at Thursley Moat with James Giles the Reserve Manager for Natural England.  Numbers are 

limited so this will be a members only event 

Saturday 1 July – Looking and listening for nightjars at Dolley’s Hill.  Ash ranges is one of the few places in the area where 

nightjars breed after flying all the way from their wintering sites in Africa so it is a rare privilege to be able to see them.  The 

timing is to be confirmed, but is likely to be 21.00.  You will need to come prepared with warm clothing and a torch. 

 

We are currently planning our Autumn talks programme and hope to have our hedgehog expert back  to 

update us on his hedgehog tracking in the Royal Parks of London, plus speakers on otters, dragonflies 

and fungi - but we are always pleased to hear of other topics that people would find interesting.  We 

round off the year with an annual Christmas party! 

Why not come and join us? 

Everyone is welcome to join us for walks, talks or just to let us know what wildlife you spot in the area.  

The cost for walks and talks is £2 for members and £3 for non-members with children and students free of charge.  Membership 

is £10 per year.  If you would like more information please email fnwildlife@gmail.com.  

Stop-press:  If you find any wildlife in distress, our two local wildlife rescue centres are Harper Asprey 01344 623106 or Wildlife 

Aid on 09061 800132. 

Thank  you Maggy. 

I would love to hear from any organisations who meet on MFF just so that everyone in the Village is aware of just how many 

interesting and diverse subjects are on offer to learn about and participate in. 

 

Lady Louisa Roberts Portrait 

Earlier this year Normandy Parish Council acquired a beautiful portrait of Lady Louisa Roberts, who 

lived at Henley Park Mansion, by Nora Butson in 1904. 

The old Normandy Village Hall was a gift made by Lady Louisa Roberts in 

1921, it was demolished in 2002, the new Village Hall opened its doors for 

business on Monday 17
th
 February 2003, Trustees, Managers and guests 

celebrated the completion of the new Village Hall with a gala opening on the 

evening of Saturday 17
th
 May 2003. Without Lady Louisa Roberts gift we would 

not now have our splendid New Village Hall. 

Lady Louisa Roberts died on 4
th
 February 1925 aged 81 almost ten years after 

Sir Owen her husband. Her funeral service took place at Wyke Church where 

she had been a regular attendant and she was buried at Highgate Cemetery.  

Her portrait is now on permanent loan to the Village Hall and is on display in the foyer for all to see 

and enjoy. 

 

Manor Fruit Farm Phase 2 Development WP (MFFP2WP) 

The Plans are still with Guildford Borough Council.  I hope to bring more news in the next Villager. 

Val Cheesman, Chairman MFFWP and MFFP2WP 

Some things to Ispy between June and August!! 

 Hedgehogs:  Look and listen for these prickly gardeners' friends wandering around your 

  garden after dark. 

 Garden tiger moths: One of the most beautiful moths.  Its caterpillars - 'woolly bears'  feed on a 

 variety of plants including nettles and docks. 

 House martins:  Are you lucky enough to have these summer visitors nesting under your eaves? 

Do let us know if you are lucky enough to spot any of the above in Normandy.  Also, keep your eyes 

open for stag beetles and ring-necked parakeets and let us know any sightings. 

Picture credit: Michael Palmer 

mailto:fnwildlife@gmail.com
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Saving Lives In Normandy 

When someone’s heart stops, their chance of survival decreases by 10% for each minute 

without treatment.  So it is really important to call 999 immediately and also to start 

emergency resuscitation while waiting for the ambulance to arrive.  This can involve a mixture 

of manual cardio pulmonary resuscitation (cpr) and defibrillation with a machine. 

Normandy has a public access defibrillator situated on the village hall wall beside the door 

opposite the main manor fruit farm car park.  It is designed to be really easy to use, and it will 

give you clear spoken instructions.  The 999 operator will also help you, with guidance about 

manual cpr and defibrillator use.  So anyone can provide this lifesaving support for someone 

who is unconscious and not breathing. 

Normandy village hall is now providing training sessions to give people extra confidence in saving lives.  The sessions include 

plenty of hands on practice in cpr using our ten “mini anne” mannequins.  The training is free, but we do ask for contributions of 

£2 because we have to replace the airways for each user. 

Forthcoming training dates: tuesday 20 june and saturday 29 july, with two sessions in the morning of each day.  Please email 

roshan.bailey@projectaction.co.uk or phone roshan on 01483 234943 if you wish to book a place for one of these four 

sessions or to express interest in future dates. 

Normandy Football Club 

In the March Villager I said that Normandy FC had won their league, now I am pleased to report 

that they have now also won the league cup on 13
th
 April at Hartley Wintney winning against Wey 

Valley by 3 goals to 0. What a great season. Well done lads!! A special thank you to Steve Birch 

our manager for all his hard work and time, also to his wife Sam for all the many things that she 

does for the club. 

Val Cheesman, Secretary and Treasurer, Normandy FC 

mailto:roshan.bailey@projectaction.co.uk
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For Your Diary   Normandy Parish Council Meetings 

The Villager 

Communications Group - Alastair Lawson 

Here are some of the ways the NPC can keep in touch and you can respond back. Some are traditional means of 

communication like this publication and the village notice boards. We have added more online channels so we can reach you 

more easily, quickly and more comprehensively. 

 

Please send any email request through to the Parish Clerk normandyparishcouncil@btconnect.com 

 

On our NPC website you can find council minutes, agendas and other useful information http://

normandyparishcouncil.co.uk/ 

 

We have Facebook pages for the Village Bonfire and Manor Fruit Farm. 

https://www.facebook.com/NormandyBonfire/ 

https://www.facebook.com/ManorFruitFarm/ 

 

Please follow our tweets on events and general updates about our village @normandyparish to follow search 

for normandypc 

Keeping You In Touch 

Council Meetings                Planning Meetings 

28th June      14th & 28th June  

26th July      12th & 26th July 

       16th August 

 

Other: MFFWP: 13th September; LMWP: 14th June; MFFP2WP: 13th September; Highways: 14th June. Please visit 

www.normandyparishcouncil.co.uk for meeting dates onwards. 

mailto:normandyparishcouncil@btconnect.com
http://normandyparishcouncil.co.uk/
http://normandyparishcouncil.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/NormandyBonfire/
https://www.facebook.com/ManorFruitFarm/
http://www.normandyparishcouncil.co.uk
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Advertising 

If you would like to advertise in The Villager, please contact Leslie Clarke on 01483 811108 or email 

normandyparishcouncil@btconnect.com. The publication goes out four times a year in March, June, September and December. 

Cost to advertise for a year is £50 or £15 a publication.  Your advert is also placed on the Parish Council website for a year. 

Your Parish Council 

Alan Cheesman 

Parish Council Chairman 

Chair LMWP 

Val Cheesman 

Chair MFFWP 

Chair MFFP2D 

Peter Palmer 

Chair GBC Draft Local Plan 2016 

Consultation WP 

Alastair Lawson 

Chair Planning 

Chair Communications Group 

Victoria Clarke 

Vice Chair Highways WP 

Vice Chair Communications Group 

David Simmons 

Parish Council Vice Chairman 

Chair Highways WP 

The Villager 

John Thompson 

Parish Clerk - Lt Col Leslie G A Clarke 

H: 01483 811108 M: 07809 331 080 or Email:  

normandyparishcouncil@btconnect.com 

Website: http://www.normandyparishcouncil.co.uk 

Editor: Anna Beuden 01483 811055 or Email:  anna.beuden@normandyparishcouncil.co.uk  

Printed by: Kube, London 

Contact Us: 

Alan Cheesman - alval345@btinternet.com      Val Cheesman - alval345@btinternet.com 

peter.palmer@normandyparishcouncil.co.uk     alastair.lawson@normandyparishcouncil.co.uk 

David Simmons - redark19@hotmail.com  Victoria Clarke - v-clarke@live.co.uk  

John Thompson -  tbc 

LMWP - Land Management Working Party 

MFFWP - Manor Fruit Farm Working Party 

MFFP2D - Manor Fruit Farm Phase Two Development 

mailto:normandyparishcouncil@btconnect.com

