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Welcome
Welcome to the Spring edition, I hope all our readers are finding “The Villager” interesting as we try to make it as informative as
possible. If you would like to see something different please let us know. I was deeply saddened to hear of Doug Backhurst’s
passing. We, as a Village, owe Doug a huge debt of gratitude – please see the article inside to find out why.
Fly tipping is still a problem. Please report any you see to our Parish Clerk. GBC have a new team
“JET” (Joint Enforcement Team) who can prosecute if there is enough evidence.
I am pleased to announce we now have a Normandy Speed Watch team, who have now received
their Police training. Thank you to all those who volunteered especially Brian Middleton who has
agreed to be their co-ordinator. If you see them when you are out and about, please say hello and
thank them.
Beware of door knockers looking for jobs, etc. as crime is high in our area at the moment. If you
are concerned or worried call the Police. We had a Traveller incursion on Normandy Common in
April and although they moved on after four days they left a lot of rubbish behind and also caused
damage to the football pitch. The mess was cleared by your Parish Councillors and Clerk, with the
JET team from GBC at no cost to the Village. Unfortunately, there will be a cost to repair the
football pitch.
Please remain vigilant regarding the Local Plan. It is still with the Inspectorate, who may want to ask the Council, or anyone else,
for clarification of points they raised as part of testing the soundness of the plan. If anything of concern is raised, we will inform
you ASAP.
A date for your diary: Normandy Village Fete, 27th August, Bank Holiday Monday at Manor Fruit Farm.
Alan Cheesman, Chairman Normandy Parish Council

Normandy Village Fete - Bank Holiday Monday, 27th August
In my third year as the Fete organiser I am excited to confirm that our theme this year is the animal world! We hope to have
some animals at the fete this year, as well as the dog show, and no doubt our wonderful local students will be designing some
animal themed programmes for you to all enjoy at the fete.
We will have the usual stalls which are available to anyone who is keen to sell their wares, but we are filling up quickly this year
so please get your form in soon as it is on a first come first served basis. As always, the fete would not be possible without our
volunteers. We will need people on Saturday to help with setting up the marquee, Monday morning helping stall holders get set
up, during the fete itself to help direct traffic and sell programmes, and to help clean up afterwards. Our volunteer liaison
Councillor Ally Lawson will be sending around an email in due course but if you would like to help then please keep the August
Bank Holiday weekend free.
We are keeping our fingers crossed that we have another year of great weather, and we hope to see you all there.
Cllr Vicky Clarke

Villager Distribution
We’d like to offer our sincere thanks to the stalwart volunteers who deliver The Villager across Normandy each quarter. We’d
always be happy for other volunteers to come forward, either to deliver to a new area, or perhaps to give one of our existing
volunteers a break. We do have vacancies for people to cover parts of the Mobile Home parks, e.g. Middle View, The Oaks,
from the next issue, which will be out in September. If you’d like to offer your help, please contact the Parish Clerk.
Cllr Bob Hutton
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Planning
GBC contacted us recently to ask the Parish Council to change the method of how
planning applications are shared. Our Parish Clerk still gets paper copies that are
available for all villagers to see right up to the meeting when they are discussed. As
you can imagine for some of the larger schemes, that's a lot. So we are happy to
embrace electronically accepting applications but it will mean investing in new
equipment - a projector, a screen and a Wi-Fi dongle to access the applications on
the GBC website to show at each planning meeting. We are looking at how that can
be funded at the moment. And more crucially it will require me as Chair to multitask - to talk and manage the laptop - might be worth coming along to see how that
goes! It will eventually cut costs and hopefully speed up the process - which of
course we would all be happy with.
Reminder - please register on NextDoor to get info on upcoming planning
applications that may be near your residence and other useful community messages.
https://nextdoor.co.uk/
Cllr Alastair Lawson - Chairman, Planning

Travellers Incursion
After all the safeguards the Parish Council had put in place to prevent it happening,
it was exasperating to see that eight traveller caravans managed to get onto the Normandy Football ground off Hunts Hill Road
on Thursday 19 April. And after preparing for a long stand-off, that may have had to involve an expensive legal solution, it was a
great relief to all to see them depart on Sunday – just a few days later.
So what carnage did they leave behind? It’s a familiar story for any landowner that has been unfortunate to have ‘hosted’ them.
There was a broken park bench and, to enable their entry into the field, a warning sign and gate post were cut away. Cans, plastic
and glass bottles, bags and general family rubbish were left thrown into bushes and ditches. Discarded human waste and nappies
are particularly revolting to have to dispose of. It was clear that one of the occupants offered garden services as there were large
piles of green waste and logs dumped off the back of a lorry. There was however one item left behind that we hope will provide a
local charity with much needed funds if it is unclaimed by its owner. The Council appreciate that this group have the right to travel
around the country. Unfortunately given their complete lack of respect for the rest of the community and absence of good
citizenship, Normandy will not provide an easy return back for them. We will be strengthening all possible entrances into our
precious public spaces so we can keep them clean and open to all those who enjoy local leisure activities.
The Parish Council would like to thank the local Police for their constant support and the Borough Council team for removing the
waste collected by the Parish Council. The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government together with the Home
Office and Ministry of Justice are jointly consulting on the issue of travellers and their illegal incursions onto private property.
The consultation can be found at : https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/powers-for-dealing-with-unauthoriseddevelopment-and-encampments
Comments upon the consultation have to be submitted by close of play 15th June 2018.
Cllr Alastair Lawson

Mayors Award for Service to the Community
It is my pleasure to inform you that Liz and Brian Oliver have been rewarded for all the many tasks they
have undertaken in our Village over many years. They have received the Mayors Award for Service to
the Community. The tasks they undertake are too many to mention, the list is endless, but I expect you
may have seen them around the Village, usually carrying out some job or another even delivering The
Villager to some of us in Glaziers Lane. Please continue, Normandy could not do without people like
yourselves. Congratulations Liz and Brian on receiving this award and thank you.
Cllr Val Cheesman

Commemorative Concerts in November
Make a note in your diary for two concerts that are to be held on the evenings of 2nd and 3rd of November in the Village Hall.
The concerts, which are to commemorate the end of World War One, will raise funds for the three service charities and will
feature renowned local bands and choirs. Each night will have different performers, including Farnborough Royal British Legion
Band, Rushmoor Male Voice Choir, Surrey Serenaders (the Surrey WI choir) and Alder Valley Brass Band. Further details will follow
in the September issue of the Villager, but please make a note to come to either (or both) of these concerts, which are bound to
be well attended and extremely enjoyable.
Cllr Bob Hutton
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Doug Backhurst

Like many other villagers, I was deeply saddened to hear of Doug Backhursts passing. We as a village
owe Doug a huge debt of gratitude. Please find below a few words about
Doug written by his daughter Lesley, describing her father’s full and busy
life. Thank you Lesley.
Cllr Val Cheesman
In 1967, Doug, having given up his job as a bacteriologist, moved to
Brookside in Normandy to be closer to his new work, the family business,
C P Backhurst & Co Ltd at Strawberry Farm, with his brother Malcolm and
father Charles, the founder of the business. With his wife Pam, already a
Girl Guide leader and with a shortage of Boy Scout Leaders, Doug was
encouraged to help at his first Scout camp in 1971. He was invested as a Scouter
shortly afterwards and continued to serve 1st Normandy Scouts for eight years,
including Scouts camping in the garden, two trips to Holland and the International
Venns Camp where 1st Normandy Guides and Scouts camped together.
By 1975, Doug was elected as a member of Normandy Parish Council and was heavily
involved in Village activities. Over the next 35 years Doug continued, and was proud
to be, an active member of the Village. As a long term member of Normandy Parish
Council, his duties included; at least three years as Chairman, Trustee of Normandy
Village Hall, Treasurer and one of a team of organisers of the Silver Jubilee
celebrations, Governor of Wyke School, Community Organiser for Civil Defence,
Recreation Panel Committee Leader and a member of the Bonfire Committee. Doug
was totally committed to preserving real Village life and he with his wife Pam, would
involve the whole family and their friends in Village competitions, clubs, activities and
fairs as well as litter picking, bulb planting, building and clearing up after the
Normandy bonfire and fund raising. In the days before Hunts Hill Farm Produce, the
Backhurst family were encouraged to spend the day of the 5th of November, slicing
onions, preparing baps, burgers and sausages for hundreds of hungry villagers ready
for bonfire night. Other Normandy Village calendar highlights were the annual
Normandy Festivals, the Guildford Festivals and the May Day Revels, when the
family business would clean up the flat bed lorries and provide them as floats for the
various Village clubs such as Guides, Scouts, Brownies and WI and form a
procession around the Village.
In 2012, aged 82, Doug suffered a stroke and was no longer able to continue his
varying roles in the Village. However, he continued to live at Brookside and dutifully
attended any Village activities within his capabilities. In March this year, Doug sadly
passed away, leaving his wife, brother, four of his children, 14 grandchildren and
three great grandchildren, six of whom still live or work in the Village. Donations in
memory of Doug are in support of 1st Normandy Scouts. Cheques made payable to 1st Normandy Scouts, or cash can be sent
to Brookside, Elmgrove Lane, Normandy. GU3 2BN.

Royal Award Continued
Maria Angel from Normandy was honoured with an MBE for services to the community at Windsor
Castle on February 16th. Maria accompanied by her family was presented with the honour by the
Queen in a ceremony at the Castle. Congratulations once again Maria.
Cllr Val Cheesman

The Normandy Action Group (NAG)

Join our free mailing list and become better informed about local planning and amenity issues.
We are a local village association run by residents who care about our community and who wish to
protect its special character and its amenities. Since January this year we have been producing a
regular series of email newsletters about planning matters to those who have signed up on our website to receive them. For
example, we have provided information about local planning applications, together with explanations of why they have been
accepted or rejected; we have helped to mobilise opposition to the threat from ‘land banking’ to the Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty on the north side of the Hog’s Back in Wanborough; we have kept our readers up-to-date with the progress
of the Guildford Local Plan; we have produced a detailed response to the consultation on the route for the replacement Esso
pipeline between Southampton and London, which threatens to cut across Green Belt land in Wanborough and Normandy.
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By the time you read this the GBC Local Plan will have started its Examination in Public by the Planning Inspector appointed for
this purpose. This is a critical moment for Normandy; Guildford urgently needs an approved Local Plan that among other things
provides a framework for housing development and that allows speculative and inappropriate development in the Green Belt to
be resisted. The Inspector has made clear that despite the ongoing efforts of landowners and developers he will not consider
sites that are not included in the submitted Plan (such as the now excluded A46 ‘strategic site’ in Normandy), but that he will
scrutinise the soundness of the overall spatial strategy. This means that if for any reason other ‘strategic sites’ (such as Wisley)
fall out of the plan the one in Normandy could again come into the frame. We shall therefore be watching the progress of the
Examination very closely. If you have not already done so, please visit the NAG website at http://www.normandyag.org.uk/joinus and complete the form that will allow NAG to place you on its mailing list.
Mike Aaronson - Chair, NAG Steering Committee

Highways
I am pleased to say that we are making good progress with a number of Road and Highway initiatives.
Firstly, we now have in operation the VAS (Vehicle Activated Sign), thanks to the grant given by Surrey County Council and in
particular, the effort and dedication put into this by our SCC Councillor, Keith Witham, for which we thank for his continuing
support. This is now collecting data and advising motorists if they speed on the Pirbright Road. More locations will be covered
soon and we will be analysing the information it gives us so we can present it to SCC Highways.
The second development is the formation of our Neighbourhood Speed Watch group. They have undergone training by Surrey
Police and so should soon be in action…so watch out!
And lastly, following our very productive meetings with the Police and Surrey Highways, the Parish Council created a map to
highlight the areas in the Village where we believe new warning signs should be placed, following the tragic accident with the
two horses last year. The good news is that the representative from SCC Highways Department agreed with all the six locations
we suggested and even better, drove around the village with us identifying existing poles for the new signage. It means that we
should end up with seven horse warning signs strategically placed around the village. The NPC Councillors will be discussing
how to progress funding these at the next full meeting on 30th May. Whatever your mode of transport, please drive safely.
Cllr David Simmons - Chairman, Highways

Manor Fruit Farm (WFFWP) & Manor Fruit Farm Phase 2 Development (MFFP2WP)
It’s all happening on MFF!
The Therapy Garden - is opening for the second time this year for the National Garden Scheme for charity. Sunday 2nd
September. Opening Time 11.00am to 4.00pm. Entry Adults £5.00 Children
Free. Teas, Dogs Welcome, Plants for Sale, Wheelchair Access. They are a
registered charity that provides social and therapeutic horticulture to different
groups in the local community. They have a one and a half acre working garden
offering a supportive learning environment where visitors are able to reconnect with nature and the
outdoors; also a sensory area dedicated to providing a beautiful space where colour and fragrance are
paramount, with a water feature, a wildlife pond and the newly planted Waitrose Partnership Garden
featuring spiral parterre style planting. The vegetable gardens are planted with a range of produce every year
including fruit and vegetables and a small, fledgling orchard. The on-site shop supplies a wide variety of
bedding plants, seedlings and hanging baskets, all grown on-site and also stock a wide variety of home-grown
fruit and vegetables, as well as cards and gifts. Late last year they acquired a half acre extension which is in the
process of incorporating into the garden. The team of volunteers who assist at The Therapy Garden were very
proud to have been awarded the Queens Award for Volunteering in 2017.
For more information www.thetherapygarden.org/ info@thetherapygarden.org, Facebook: The Therapy
Garden.
Normandy Bowls Club - Normandy Bowls Club have had a very good year having won three league
titles and being runners up on two others. Membership is increasing. Anyone wishing to join should
contact Secretary Jenny Henson on 01483 836180 or Club Captain Graham Newbery on 01276
501171.
Friends of Normandy Wildlife - Friends of Normandy Wildlife have cultivated a piece of ground on
the right hand side, just inside of the height barrier to sow poppy seeds, to commemorate the end of
the First World War and in remembrance of our fallen heroes. Hopefully we will be able to have some silhouettes of soldiers to
place near to the poppies.
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Manor Fruit Farm Working Party
The Greater SPOTTED PC Chairman was sighted doing some tree surgery on MFF. Aided by a
ground crew of Bryan Starkey, Bill Stanworth and Tony Kelley. Thank you all for your hard work.

Manor Fruit Farm Phase 2 Development Working Party
Great News planning permission has been granted for the whole project, new pavilion, senior
and junior football pitches and senior and junior baseball pitches. Now the hard part starts,
fund raising! Hope you all have a great summer.
Cllr Val Cheesman - Chairman, MFFWP & MFFP2WP

Friends of Normandy Wildlife - Check out the New Website!

In March we were thrilled to announce the launch of the new FNW website! Set up by
committee members Heather Sohl and Steve Marshall, the website is beautifully illustrated
and packed with information and advice about wildlife in and around Normandy and links
to other sites and events. Do take a look at www.friendsofnormandywildlife.org.uk.
Saving swifts - Swifts are amazing birds who spend almost their whole lives on the wing. In April we were
fortunate to have an inspiring talk by Dr Edward Mayer, founder and Head of the Swift Conservation
organisation. We heard fascinating details of their lifestyles including the fact that a pair of swifts can eat
Common spotted orchid
20,000 insects (such as mosquitoes and aphids!) a day. Sadly their numbers are decreasing. However
swift fans around the world are rallying to help stop the decline - fixing nest boxes and
campaigning for legislation to protect the birds. Check out the information on our
website for more information.
Gardening for wildlife - Creating a suitable environment for wildlife in our gardens was
the topic of our March talk. Our speaker Andrew Halstead was, until his retirement, the
head entomologist at Wisley gardens. He gave us a fascinating insight into how
different habitats can be created in even the smallest of gardens,
White Admiral butterfly (underside)
providing a haven for wildlife – and not just for birds, butterflies and
White Admiral butterfly
mammals. There are a wealth of invertebrates that need our support in
order to attract our more obvious favourites. Many of these smaller creatures are extremely attractive when
seen close up and this is certainly the case with damsel and dragonflies, the subject of our earlier talk in February. Simon Elson,
a dragonfly expert for Nutfield Marsh wetlands, told us all about the life histories of these beautiful insects. Anyone lucky
enough to have a pond in the garden is likely to have these brightly coloured insects in regular attendance!
I spy in Summer




By June, swifts, swallows and house martins will all be back in the UK and probably feeding young. Can you spot all three
species?
Have you see a White Admiral? Walk through the Common on a sunny day and you may see this pretty butterfly feeding
on blackberry flowers.
See if you can spot common spotted orchids on the common!

Summer Diary Dates: June 9th: A walk along the Basingstoke canal to look at the flora and fauna, starting from Ash Vale at
10.30am. End of June: An evening walk to find glow worms and bats on Normandy common. This needs a warm muggy
evening so the date will be decided according to the weather forecast. July 15th: A members only visit to Normandy pond and
Henley Park lake to look for dragonflies.
Everyone is welcome at FNW events including children. The cost is £2 for members and £3 for non-members, with children
and students free. For more about FNW email us on fnwildlife@gmail.com or check out the website.
Remember if you find any wildlife in distress, our two local wildlife rescue centres are Harper Asprey 01344 623106 and
Wildlife Aid on 09061 800132.

Land Management Working Party (LMWP)
The allotments are now all being worked. The weather improving is going to please the allotment holders no end. It has been a
very cold and wet start to the growing season, but hopefully now everything will start catching up.
Through the past winter we have had very few trees damaged or fallen, much to our relief. We will be having a tree survey carried
out on all the footpaths on Normandy Common this year. This is undertaken on a bi-annual basis, to ensure the safety of
everyone using the Common Footpaths.
Cllr Alan Cheesman - Chairman, LMWP
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Four Things from Normandy Village Hall


I do hope you all appreciated the beautiful weather we organised for you this spring immediately after installing lovely cooling
air conditioning in the Meeting Room! It has certainly made a difference, and we are now also considering installing air con
in the Main Hall - we plan to make a decision on this in July.

We have also just bought a super-duper new fridge for the Main Hall kitchen – the old one had given sterling service but was
ready for retirement.
 Please contact me if you are interested in joining a life-saving training session with plenty of hands-on practice in cardiopulmonary resuscitation. You’ll be glad of the air conditioning in the meeting room for that! The sessions are equally
suitable for people who have never tried it before and those who want to refresh their skills.
 Finally, we have a Village Hall to be proud of in Normandy but it doesn’t run itself, and we have opportunities for volunteers
to join us – I would be delighted to have a chat if you are interested.


You can phone me on 01483 234943 or email me at roshan.bailey@projectaction.co.uk. I look forward to hearing from you.
Roshan Bailey - Chair, Normandy Village Hall

Surrey Police Band Comes to Normandy
Guildford-based Surrey Police Band kicked off
its tri-annual concert series with a spring concert
entitled ‘Come Rain or Come Shine’ at
Normandy Village Hall last month. Having first
played at Normandy Village Hall for a Proms
concert in October 2017, Surrey Police Band
soon made the decision to move the concert
series to Normandy after rapturous feedback
from both Band and audience members alike.
Established in 2007, the Band was created on the understanding that shift patterns would not always allow attendance
at rehearsals. The Band performs to entertain its audience, while simultaneously honouring the service and sacrifice made by
police personnel. The Band has built up an impressive following over the years, and is renowned for its varied musical
programme, talented musicians and impressive homemade interval cakes. A fundraising raffle adds another element of
excitement to the concert evenings. New for this year, a wine bar has been introduced serving red and white wine, as well as
soft drinks, and opens half an hour before each performance.
The concert series supports the Chief Constable’s charity, which, this year, is the UK Police Memorial Fund. A £4 million
project, the new UK Police Memorial will be built to honour the dedication, courage and sacrifice of the thousands who have
given their lives to service and protect their communities.
The Band is delighted to be able to host these concerts at Normandy Village Hall. Musical Director, Graham Atterbury, said,

“Over the past ten years, the Band has developed remarkable links with the
Deepcut community through our performances. We are excited to have recently
moved the concert series to Normandy Village Hall and look forward to sharing
our work with a new community and building similar relationships.” The
Band’s next concert, ‘A Night at the Proms’ is on Saturday 20th October at
Normandy Village Hall, starting at 7pm, with doors and bar opening from
6.30pm. Tickets are available now and you can select your seats online at the
Band’s website: www.surreypoliceband.org.uk or give the box office a call on
07849 675627.
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For Your Diary

Normandy Parish Council Meetings

Council Meetings

Planning Meetings

27th June

13th & 27th June

25th July

11th & 25th July
15th August

Other: MFFWP: 13th June; MFFP2WP: 13th June; LMWP: 11th July; Highways: 11th July.
Please visit www.normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk for further meeting dates.

Keeping You In Touch
Here are some of the ways the NPC can keep in touch and you can respond back. Some are traditional means of
communication like this publication and the village notice boards. We have added more online channels so we can reach you
more easily, quickly and more comprehensively.
Please send any email request through to the Parish Clerk normandyparishcouncil@btconnect.com
On our NPC website you can find council minutes, agendas and other useful information http://
normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk/
We have Facebook pages for the Village Bonfire and Manor Fruit Farm.
https://www.facebook.com/NormandyBonfire/ https://www.facebook.com/ManorFruitFarm/
Please follow our tweets on events and general updates about our village @normandyparish to follow
search for normandypc
Nextdoor is the best way to stay informed about what’s going on in your neighbourhood https://
nextdoor.co.uk/

Normandy Running Group (NRG)
We set up a running group initially for women and mainly mums we knew from school. However as it has evolved over
time this has now been extended to include anyone who seeks company for runs, motivation and inspiration. I have tried
to encourage the sharing of routes as some of our members cannot do the times we have arranged at present. We have
created a Facebook page and you will be able to find us under Normandy Running Group (NRG). We tend to run on
Mondays at 7.30pm and Thursdays at 7.30pm. We meet up at the Normandy Hunts Hill Car Park opposite Session Music.
It is tailored and aimed at all abilities with Monday currently being a shorter more gentle session for beginners. Last week
we did a mix of run and walk up to 30 minutes.
As a group we also lift-share to our “Parkrun” but we also like to venture out and share upcoming, planned races, again
with a view to be there for each other, have a laugh and be kind to the environment and share the driving. We have been
known to do silly early Sunday long runs around the Ranges, along Christmas Pie and Alice Holt as our group also
includes members who have higher goals such as marathons, ultra-marathons and Ironmans (half). From a personal view
I love running and it helps me immensely with the demands of life and it would be great to expand the group and to
encourage others in the Village to lace up, get fit, have fun and meet like-minded people. We hope you can join us! For
more information contact Anna Friedrichs pittiplatsch1979@yahoo.com.
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Advertising
If you would like to advertise in The Villager, please contact Leslie Clarke on 01483 811108 or email
leslie.clarke@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk. The publication goes out four times a year in March, June, September and
December. Cost to advertise for a year is £50 or £15 a publication. Your advert is also placed on the Parish Council website
for a year.

Your Parish Council

Alan Cheesman
Parish Council Chairman
Chair LMWP

Val Cheesman
Chair MFFWP

David Simmons
Parish Council Vice Chairman
Chair Highways WP

Alastair Lawson
Chair Planning

Peter Palmer
Chair GBC
Draft Local

Victoria Clarke
Vice Chair Highways WP

Bob Hutton

Contact Us:
alan.cheesman@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk
val.cheesman@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk
peter.palmer@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk
alastair.lawson@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk
david.simmons@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk
victoria.clarke@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk
bob.hutton@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk

LMWP - Land Management Working Party
MFFWP - Manor Fruit Farm Working Party
MFFP2D - Manor Fruit Farm Phase Two Development

Parish Clerk - Lt Col Leslie G A Clarke
H: 01483 811108 M: 07809 331 080 or Email:
Leslie.clarke@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk
Website: http://www.normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk
Editor: Anna Beuden 01483 811055 or Email: anna.beuden@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk
Printed by: Printways
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