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Welcome
Welcome to the first Villager for 2019. I trust you will find it informative. Let’s start with some good
news…the Normandy Precept has been held at the same figure as last year, so no increase.
And another piece of good news is, thanks to the hard work of Councillors Bob Hutton and Ally
Lawson, six new road signs have been erected around the Village to warn motorists of the presence of
horses!
Normandy Parish Council is increasing its number of councillors from seven to nine to help us support
our local activities and civic responsibilities. With Local Elections coming up in May this year, this
could be your chance to make a real difference for your community by standing for election. For more
information on what’s involved please contact our Parish Clerk.
The Parish Council has a lot of material that needs safe storage and currently we have a very old
wooden shed which is inadequate for the job. So we are looking at installing a storage container on
Manor Fruit Farm (MFF) which will be an ideal replacement. For more details see MFF report.
Some despicable individual has stolen one of the WW1 soldier silhouettes that was located at the junction of Hunts Hill Road
and Pirbright Road. The theft has been reported to the Police. A car has been dumped in Hunts Hill Road Car Park and it has
been there for some time while the Parish Clerk is trying to ascertain who the owner is through the DVLC. It will be disposed of
as soon as possible. Fly-tipping continues to be an issue around the village. Recently three plastic containers, that appeared to
contain oil or oil by-products, had been dumped behind the bus stop opposite the former Duke of Normandy public house on
Guildford Road. This was reported to GBC who have since removed them. Please find Cllr Lawson’s report on litter inside that
may give us some hope for the future.
The Village Fete will again be held on August Bank Holiday Monday (26th). For more details see MFF report.
Your Parish Council still hosts the Flood Forum who meet a couple of times a year. Our local MP Jonathon Lord chairs the
meeting and all the relevant agencies required to cure the problems attend. It has a great record of resolving local flooding
problems. If you know of any flooding problems, please either report it to our Parish Clerk or come along in person to put it to
the Forum - next meeting 26th April and keep an eye on our website or notice boards for more meeting dates.
Alan Cheesman, Chairman Normandy Parish Council

STOP PRESS: Plan to build 105 dwellings in Normandy dropped!
Although at the time of going to press we await official confirmation, it seems clear that the Government’s
Planning Inspector has accepted the argument of Guildford Borough Council (GBC) that the extra
development on Green Belt sites proposed in the “Main Modifications” to the Local Plan is unnecessary. For
Normandy this means that site A64, 105 houses to the east of Glaziers Lane, is no longer part of the Plan.
(More background is in the update from the Normandy Action Group on page 7 inside.)
This is very good news! I would like to thank all of our residents who attended our public meeting on 12 October and who let us
and our elected representatives know the strength of feeling on this matter, and especially those who took the trouble to write in
to GBC setting out their objections. It says a lot for our community that we are able to mobilise when important issues are at
stake.
Well done, Normandy!
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Normandy, the active scene.
At the beginning of this New Year I made a resolution to become a bit more active, take a bit more exercise and who knows,
perhaps become a bit fitter. It was an excess of mince pies and almost everything else that has made clothes
uncomfortably tighter again. I say this because this festive season was no different to the one before and the
remedy was about to become the same again, eat next to nothing for a few weeks and keep walking around
the block. It was at this point that I wondered what other activities occurred in the village that would help in
keeping to my resolution and to that end I set off to find out. It must be said that before embarking on any new
sport or exercise regime, a check with your GP or relevant health professional to establish suitability is essential.
The first place I arrived at was St Marks Hall, the venue for Jessica Pilates who hold mixed classes here every
Thursday evening. Pilates it seems was developed by German-born Joseph Pilates, who believed mental and
physical health were closely connected, Pilates gives particular emphasis on core strength to improve general
fitness and has been particularly helpful for pain relief to some people with some forms of back pain. all levels
are welcome and 1st trial lesson is free. Also at St Marks Hall, TAISO the Art of Gentle
Exercise. Taiso is suitable for people of all ages and levels of physical fitness. Movements are
performed slowly and gently, improving health and relaxation
through moving meditation. Classes take place every Friday at
2pm.
Moving along the Guildford Road reaching Yoga at the Oaks
where small friendly Yoga classes for all are held in beautiful
rural surroundings on a Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.
Yoga is an ancient form of exercise that originated in India and
focuses on strength, flexibility and breathing to boost physical and
mental wellbeing, it can be enjoyed at any time from any age to advanced years.
Next stop Hunts Hill Road and the football pitch, although eventually the Normandy Football Club
with its teams will be moving to new facilities on the Manor Fruit
Farm, that is something for the future, football is currently being
played and is a brilliant way of keeping fit for a younger generation,
new players are always welcome to train and play. When the new
facilities are available on MFF the club will expand and all age groups will be catered for. A little
further up Hunts Hill is the home to the Normandy Cricket Club, not a sport for this time of the year,
but even if not played, watching cricket in the summer sunshine is something that can be looked
forward to. The club continues to welcome new members and players of all ages at their superb
facilities which include a licensed bar. Also on Hunts Hill and adjacent to the car park are the three allweather floodlit tennis courts home to the Normandy Tennis Club. Members are able to book the tennis
courts at any time for their own use and join in regular club activities,
including coaching, club nights, coffee morning’s, tournaments and a
busy league match programme.
We are a lovely nice bunch of people say the Normandy Running
Group who meet on Mondays and Thursdays at 7:30pm in the Hunts
Hill Car Park. Originally a ladies group, now mixed they run around
the Normandy area and anyone is welcomed from beginners to long
distance runners. They like trails but it varies, long runs, short runs and for people who love
running the invitation is there to join them, they say it would be great to expand the group.
The Royal British Legion, home to the Normandy Social & Country Music Clubs is also the venue for Yoga which has been
operating here for 4 years. The Yoga taught is described as freestyle with easy to follow stretches, it is attended by both genders
and suitable for all levels, it takes place on Thursdays between 7 & 8pm.
Next stop is Manor Fruit Farm and I discovered that Ladies are welcome at the Normandy
Rounders Club; they meet on the village green every Monday at 7:30pm between April and
September. New players of all abilities and ages are welcome as they are looking for new
players while expanding into league. Chuck it, whack it, leg it and smile says their poster.
There is a wealth of information on the village notice boards and the boards at the Village
Hall on the Manor Fruit Farm are no exception. Taking place in
the Village Hall are a number of different dancing activities and
having witnessed the weight loss and new found fitness from the
contestants of Strictly Come Dancing it would be inappropriate to leave dancing out so starting with the
most energetic; Zumba. The dance-fitness programme has been described as pretty much the most
awesome workout ever; it uses international dance styles, suitable for anyone, any age and at any
fitness level. Zumba takes place on Thursdays between 10 & 10.45am. Zumba was created during the
1990s and involves dance and aerobic movements performed to energetic music. The choreography incorporates hip-hop, soca,
samba, salsa, meringue and mambo. So I’m told.
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The Western Line Dancing Group part of the Ash U3A (University of the Third Age) meets with
beginners’ classes on Thursdays between 2.15 & 3.15pm. Line dancing is a form of dance that
takes place with a group of people of either gender. Participants line up in rows and perform the
same movements in a synchronized manner. Everyone dances alone,
side by side or facing the same direction in lines or rows.
The Sequence Dance Club meets on Wednesday evenings between
7.45 & 10.15pm and for the Saturday night dances between 7.30 &
11.00pm. Come and join us they say, it’s a great way to exercise, to
meet new friends in a sociable friendly atmosphere where new
dances are taught. Summertime Old Time Dancing meets
throughout the year. Since 1998 the Old Time Dance Club has
grown in popularity and is now one of the largest in the country. They meet every Monday
afternoon at Normandy Village Hall between 1.45 & 4.15 pm and enjoy the company of 40 50 dancers each week. The Club specialises in Old Time Dances of all ages. The Village Hall
is also home to Viva Pilates 4 Life. Pilates classes take place on Mondays at 9.30am and Thursdays at 8.00pm, all levels are
welcome and 1st trial lesson is free. Also meeting in the Village Hall is the Normandy Badminton Club, a group of friendly
players who meet every Monday at 8.00pm. They are looking for new members so if anyone would like to play with a small but
enthusiastic group please come along and you will be made very welcome. More Badminton and
also part of the Ash U3A takes place following the Line Dancing on Thursdays between 3.30 &
6pm. Also on the Manor Fruit Farm and a few steps from the Village Hall is the indoor Normandy
Bowling Club, a friendly short mat bowling club with its own premises and its welcoming and
competitive membership, new and experienced bowlers as well as social members welcomed. Rollup sessions take place five times a week and there’s a full social programme. The club also takes
part in external leagues. Club facilities also include a licensed bar.
With well over 250 members, and also in its own premises, the
Guildford Archery Club on the Manor Fruit Farm is one of the largest archery clubs in the country and
offers the perfect environment to enjoy social and competitive archery 365 days a year. The club
welcomes new members from all age groups starting from 10 year olds to seniors with everything in
between; the facilities at Normandy provide the perfect environment to enjoy archery whatever age,
skill or experience. The following is a list of clubs as previously mentioned, offer healthy activities to
help any like-minded person with a similar New Years resolution or anyone else who simply wants to get a bit more out of
village life. Most have telephone contacts, emails or websites that describe membership details, costs and up to date schedules
etc. The list has been compiled for the purpose of this article only and is not intended to be a full list of village activities.
Jessica Pilates
Taiso
Yoga at the Oaks
Normandy Football Club
Normandy Cricket Club
Normandy Tennis Club
Normandy Running Group
Yoga
Normandy Rounders Club
Zumba
Western Line Dancing Group
Normandy Sequence Dance Club
Summertime Old Time Dancing
Viva Pilates
Normandy Badminton Club
Badminton
Normandy Bowling Club

Jess Curnier
Les Bubka
Sarah Church
Steve Birch
Russell Home
David Webb
Annie Warner
Kerry
Kirsty MacAskill
Ren Hawes
Judy Nicholson
Tricia
Joyce Hutchins
Pauline
Mrs Diana Cuff
Jim Forsyth
Jenny Henson

07789 176416
07707 321975
07816 534554

Guildford Archery Club

Val Smith,

01483 481451

07780 685560

www.jessicapilates.co.uk
les.bubka@lbposture.com
sarahchurchyoga@gmail.com
headhunter072000@yahoo.com
rjhome11@hotmail.com
www.normandytennisclub.co.uk
warnerannie79@gmail.com

07795 373432
07787 524724
01483 823029
07884 107916
01252 331535

07769 27095

normandyrounders@gmail.com
renhawes@talktalk.net
judynicholson2011@hotmail.co.uk
www.normandysdc.com
www.summertimedancing.com
paulinebiz@hotmail.co.uk

01483 811213
01252 342877
01483 836180
www.guildfordarcheryclub.co.uk

What I have discovered is that nearly all of the clubs, classes and activities welcome new members so there is no excuse to
remain stuck in front of the television, just pick up the phone and make a call or send an email. For me its decision time, eat
next to nothing for a few weeks and keep walking around the block or get to meet people and become involved with one or
more of the activities mentioned above.
Cllr Geoffrey Doven
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Progress on Highways issues
Now we have two pieces of good news regarding our campaign to make our roads safer.
As reported elsewhere in this issue, warning signs have now been erected around the village to alert drivers of the presence
of horses and riders on our roads. These official signs, which were erected following consultation with Surrey Highways are
to be supplemented in the near future by other signs on private land which will have further guidance on good driving
practice around horses, their riders and cyclists. These signs will have been funded by members of the local community who
supported a fundraising event at Parwood Riding Stables last year.
We have also have received approval for additional sites at which we can
position our portable Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS) which, up to now, has been
located only on Pirbright Road. It was out of action for some time due to a fault,
but is now up and running again. Once we have had the approval for the
additional sites, we will rotate the VAS around the various sites to remind
motorists of the speed limits, and also give us more information on the speeds of
vehicles at different times of day.
Using September as a typical month, our records from the VAS show:

 On average, there are over 2,000 journeys recorded every day on this stretch
of Pirbright Road (at the top of Hunts Hill Road, in the direction of Pirbright.

 Of 78,000 recorded speeds in the month, over 11,000 were travelling at over
45mph, over 1,000 were travelling at over 55mph and over 100 travelled in
excess of 65mph (it’s a 40mph speed limit)

 4 drivers were recorded travelling at over 80mph!
Earlier in the year, there were instances of cars travelling at around 100mph on
this stretch!

Speedwatch
We use the data from the VAS to target the times and places for monitoring through Speedwatch; our volunteers continue
to provide sterling efforts to support our aim to reduce speeding on our roads. The team are out weekly, rotating around
our agreed sites, providing Surrey Police with details of cars that are travelling at excess speeds. We believe our efforts are
worthwhile - while we are out we notice that drivers take notice of our presence and slow down accordingly. And we know,
from the feedback we get, that our efforts are appreciated by parishioners (although not by everyone, of course!) If anyone
is interested in joining our Speedwatch team, please contact our Parish Clerk.
Cllr Bob Hutton - Chairman, Highways

Normandy Artists
‘Reflections of WW1’ Exhibition: to Commemorate the Centenary of the Armistice at the end
of World War 1.
Our exhibition was launched at St Mark’s Church Hall (Mini Market), on Saturday 3rd November.
We displayed a unique collection of paintings, drawings, collage and sculptures, depicting life at
this time. We were delighted so receive so many compliments from those who came along. On
Friday 9th November we exhibited at the Royal British Legion who had adorned the hall with Union
Jacks and many beautiful hand-made poppies. We teamed up with year 5 and 6 pupils of Wyke
Primary School for their World War 1 project work, at a private function. The children displayed
some incredibly intricate and ingenious models, beautiful artwork and well written course work,
reading out some of their poems. We continued at the Royal British Legion on Remembrance
Sunday, 11th November, alongside Normandy Historians. Visitors flowed throughout the afternoon
and our display was appreciated by all those who were clearly moved by our interpretations of this historic era.
Special thanks to Reverend Alison Craven at St Mark’s, Diane Newman Deputy Head at Wyke Primary School and Pat
Tugwell at the Royal British Legion. Our thanks also to those who admired our work which we have enjoyed developing
and sharing with you all.
Meet ups: Normandy Artists meet twice a month at Normandy Village Hall, Glaziers Lane. We are a friendly group,
currently with 25 members and welcome new members.
Margaret Jones - Chair, Normandy Artists. Contact: 07792 697942, Margaret.jones25@hotmail.co.uk
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Normandy Village Hall
Normandy Village Hall is a splendid resource for our Village, with three rooms to hire: Main Hall, Small Hall and Meeting
Room, all with access to kitchens. Full descriptions are on our website at normandyvillagehall.org together with information
about hire charges and conditions. Booking must be done through the website, where you will also be able to check availability
for any dates you are considering.
The Village Hall also has a Public Access Defibrillator beside the entrance opposite the big car park, and we run free life saving
training sessions. Someone who isn’t breathing will die in a few minutes if nobody takes action. If you know what to do, you can
save lives. Our training includes plenty of hands-on practice in restarting hearts manually using our “mini Annes”, familiarisation
with defibrillator use and how to put someone in the recovery position. The sessions are equally suitable for people who have
never tried it before and those who want to refresh their skills. Sessions will take place at 9.30 – 11.30 am on Monday 1 April,
Thursday 2 May and Wednesday 5 June. The training is free, though we do welcome contributions of £2 towards our costs. To
request a place, please send your preferred date, email address and phone number to roshan.bailey@projectaction.co.uk or
drop a note into the Normandy Village Hall letter box. Please also contact me if you can’t make these dates but are interested in
future ones.
Volunteers: If anyone is interested in helping with the tasks necessary to make Normandy Village Hall run smoothly for our
village, please email me as above or ring me on 01483 234943 for a chat.
Roshan Bailey - Chair, Normandy Village Hall

Join the local war on litter
Seeing the amount of litter and fly-tipping around the Village can be depressing
and you can wonder how we will ever get on top of it. We are fortunate to have a
number of local residents who regularly collect rubbish. But what might change to
make a real difference to this anti-social behaviour? It's not just applying the law,
which is clear, this is an offence. As we have seen recently, even with what we
believe is fool-proof evidence, getting convictions is very hard.
Well, in May last year I was walking across Normandy Common and I saw two
figures wandering around with a bag of rubbish. Intrigued I walked over and asked
politely why they were collecting litter. Philippa, who lives in Walden Cottages said
she was assisting her 9 year-old daughter's litter survey around the play area and
football field and promised to send me the results.
Well Leila's year old survey, assisted by her younger brother Jamie, has been completed and gives a clear breakdown of what
the rubbish is and the volume. You can see the results on the NPC website. Thanks so much to both of them for sharing this.
This was an inspired project for a child to undertake and we can be hopeful that young champions like this can finally start to
change the culture of people who don't care about their environment. Philippa has also recently started a project with a couple
of women in Ash to look at how we can encourage people to reduce single use plastics in our area and how to reduce
waste. One action they are looking at is joining Keep Britain Tidy's Great British Spring Clean.
https://www.keepbritaintidy.org/get-involved/support-our-campaigns/great-british-spring-clean
Please also visit the Plastic Free project page https://www.facebook.com/groups/331592364098695/.
The Normandy Parish Council have been encouraged to add this subject onto their monthly meeting agenda to look at ways we
can support Leila's mission. So please keep look out for more on how you can get involved in reducing this scourge on our
community and more from the NPC in the future.
Cllr Alastair Lawson

Planning Update
As we start another year debating local planning applications it's interesting to look at the previous year's cases that were sent to
the NPC. There was a small drop off in number compared to 2017 and a third of the 66 submitted were 'objected to' at Parish
level, with of course the final say being given by GBC. The reasons for objections are always pretty consistent, given we are
currently 'washed over' by Green Belt restrictions; over and inappropriate development, infrastructure challenges including
transport and flooding. And of course we do take the comments submitted by residents to the GBC portal into account.
Please logon to NextDoor.com to get an update of what applications are going to be covered in our two-weekly planning
meetings...it could be one of your neighbours!
And of course thanks to NAG for keeping residents informed of what's going on regarding planning issues around the area.
Contact nag@normandyag.org.uk to get on their email list.
Cllr Alastair Lawson - Chairman, Planning
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Manor Fruit Farm (MFF)
Site for new Parish Council Storage Container
We will be installing an ISO container on MFF in the near future to
store Parish Council equipment, etc. At the moment we just have a
small wooden shed, which is not adequate. It is jammed full and very
damp. The container will be placed in an unobtrusive area near the
dry pond opposite the Archery Clubhouse. The Parish Council do
require planning permission for this, we have instructed Lytle
Architects to draw up and submit plans to Guildford Borough Council.
It has been reported to the Parish Council that the fences along the
back of Manor Fruit Farm Close are being overrun with brambles and
vegetation growth. It is in hand to have these cut back as soon as labour becomes available.
New signs have been installed at the two car parks on MFF, stating that owners park at their own risk. The Parish Council
can not be responsible for any theft or damage that occurs. This brings us in line with all public car parks.

The Therapy Garden in its Spring glory
Save the Dates - The Therapy Garden is pleased to announce two open days in association with The National Garden
Open Scheme on Sunday 5th May and Sunday 1st September 2019
from 11am to 4pm. Come and see the Therapy Garden in all its early
summer glory in May and how it develops and matures into
September. There will be a BBQ, light lunch options, tea/coffee,
refreshments and cake. You’ll also have the opportunity to purchase
some beautiful plants and homemade produce, including a variety of
delicious jams and chutneys.

Manor Fruit Farm Phase 2 Development (MFFP2WP)
As mentioned in the last issue of the Villager we are still looking to
appoint a fund raiser to take the development of the MFF to the next stage. The Parish Council solicitors are drawing up a
contract, so as soon as the right person is identified we will be in a position to take them on.
Cllr Val Cheesman - Chairman, MFFWP & MFFP2WP

Normandy Summer Fete
We are now at the halfway point before our next Fete, which will be taking place on Monday 26 th August. The theme this
year is Wildlife. We will be looking for volunteers to help on the day with selling programmes and organising parking, as
well as setting up the site on the Saturday and the morning before the Fete. We need someone to organise the Dog Show
this year. Vicky Bender is not able to do it this year, which she has for a number of years very successfully. Thank you Vicky
for all the time and effort you have put into the previous Dog Shows.
We would love to have even more stalls this year, so anyone wishing to sell their wares or promote their clubs, societies,
etc. please contact Leslie, our Parish Clerk (Contact details on back page) for a stall application form.
Cllr Val Cheesman

Horses in Normandy
Now that Normandy has more horse warning signs, which is very good news, I thought I would share a little history of
horses in the village. The only ‘vehicles’ for sale in Normandy before World War II were offered by James Smith, horse
dealer of Normandy Common from the 1920s to 1938. Horse riding became a leisure activity over the years after
motorcycles and cars were introduced. The first horse riding school in Normandy was advertised in a trade directory of
1938 by John Wallace of Pirbright Road and by 1950 Paddy Johnson also of Pirbright Road had been running the
Normandy Riding Club for many years and organised a gymkhana four times a year. Then in 1966 Mrs Davidson in
Normandy Common advertised the Ragwort Riding School in the Village festival programme. In 1971 the Parwood
Equestrian Centre, offering riding and show jumping lessons, was established by Peter Parsons at Westwood Farm after a
long planning battle with the authorities. His daughters Jill and Jennifer were qualified riding instructors and the intention
was for them to take over the school, but the Parsons sold the property about a year later. Please be very careful when you
see horses on our roads, they are such beautiful creatures.
Cllr Val Cheesman
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Pictures of Normandy Village in the snow
These glorious pictures of Normandy Village in the snow were taken by Councillor Val Cheeseman on 1st February 2019.

Normandy Bonfire site under snow

The Village Green under snow

The Archery Range under snow

The Normandy Action Group (NAG)
We are a local village association run by residents who care about our community and who wish to protect its special
character and its amenities. Join our free mailing list and become better informed about local planning and amenity issues.
This is an important moment for the future of the Green Belt in Normandy. By the time you read this we should know the
outcome of the reconvened Examination in Public on 12 and 13 February of the Guildford Local Plan, and in particular
whether the proposal to build 105 houses on land north of the railway line to the East of Glaziers Lane has been abandoned.
This follows the publication by the Office of National Statistics of revised population and household formation figures that
suggest Guildford needs to build fewer houses than was originally claimed. Guildford Borough Council (GBC) has said it no
longer thinks the site is necessary, and has also said it wants to allocate more space for residential as opposed to retail
development in the centre of town.
However the Local Plan is not the only route to get houses built on the Green Belt in Normandy. In January GBC’s Planning
Committee approved the building of 15 “affordable housing units” on Green Belt land in Beech Lane, despite local residents’
concerns about inadequate drainage and traffic hazards. Meanwhile a revised proposal has come forward for 28 dwellings to
be built on the Elms Centre in Glaziers Lane, on the basis that this is “previously developed land” and that there are therefore
“very special circumstances” that allow it to be taken out of the Green Belt. The concern for Normandy residents is not so
much about the particular site as to where this is taking us in future.
There is good news about the unsightly recent development in the field at the bottom of Wanborough Hill: the Planning
Inspector has ruled that this site is unsuitable for equestrian use. Whether this will be followed by GBC enforcement action
obliging those who have erected inappropriate structures to remove them remains to be seen.
If you would like to receive information about planning matters on a regular basis, please visit the NAG website at http://
www.normandyag.org.uk/join-us and complete the form that will allow us to place you on our mailing list. The more people
who are informed the stronger our voice as a community will be.
Mike Aaronson – Chair, NAG Steering Committee

Search for Karen Povey
Message from Ron McGill: “I am writing this note in the Normandy Villager newsletter to see if anybody in the
area has any memories of KAREN POVEY who once lived at Nutmegs, Christmas Pie Avenue in the early
1990s. I would like to add that I have an editor friend who produces the monthly magazine “Best of British”
and they have currently received a plea from Shirley Swallow who lives in North Auckland in New Zealand. Apparently, Shirley
used to look after Karen’s home and her two dogs in Christmas Pie but lost contact and is seeking any information about her
old friend’s whereabouts. Karen’s ex-husband Bob moved in the 1990s, but was also a member of Puttenham Golf Club where
the members still play for his donated trophy - but for Karen, we have nothing! Any information about Karen would be welcome
as we intend to write back to Shirley in the near future. Please contact me on 01483 232726”.
Ron McGill
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Friends of Normandy Wildlife

A great start to 2019
We could not have had a better start to 2019 than hearing Nigel Palmer of Harper Asprey
Wildlife Rescue talk about the centre's work rescuing and rehabilitating wildlife. His tales of
success in saving countless foxes, badgers, deer, hedgehogs and bats were truly heart warming. He gave us a fascinating
glimpse into the natural history and everyday lives of these animals and described the carefully thought out process of
rehabilitation and release that the organisation must go through if animals are to survive.
Hooray for Normandy hedgehogs!!
We also heard about progress with the 'Amazing Grace Hedgehog Project'. This aims to reverse the decline in the UK hedgehog
population through education and raising awareness about how gardens, golf courses and commons can be made more
hedgehog friendly. There is a lot that we can do in our own gardens - making sure there are routes through between gardens,
providing shelters and hiding places, planting to attract wildlife generally, avoiding garden chemicals and providing water. But
Normandy is already doing well! A quick survey of the audience revealed that well over half those present have hedgehogs in
their gardens and Nigel told us that Normandy is one of the first villages to get a Harper Asprey Wildlife Friendly Bonfire
Checking Certificate. The Amazing Grace campaign has national support with television documentaries planned. There will be
a hedgehog week in May and more information can be found at: www.gracethe hedgehog.co.uk.
Not forgetting owls
In November we heard all about owls from Marina Harkins of Merrist Wood. She explained the distribution, favoured habitats,
feeding and nesting behaviour of all five British species. There was a word of warning too. The starring role of owls in the Harry
Potter films has encouraged some people to want one as a pet. This is completely wrong for a multitude of reasons; owls are
wild animals, they are precisely adapted to their environment, they need to be able to fly, hunt their prey and live their complex
lives. They cannot be happy as a pet and should not be kept as one.
...and the Christmas party
To end our year members and their guests got together to eat, drink and be merry in St Marks' Church Hall. The food was
excellent and the photo competition and quizzes all good fun so a great time was had by all!
Dates for your diary
Monday 11th March: Dr June Chatfield will tell us all about ‘Wild flowers in grassland’.
Monday 8th April : This month's topic is ‘All about ladybirds’ by Dr Andrew Halstead, preceded by our AGM.
Talks start at 7.30 in St. Marks’ Church Hall. The evenings are very friendly and everyone is welcome. The cost is £2
(members), £3 (non-members), with children and students free.
For more about FNW email fnwildlife@gmail.com or check out the FNW website at: www.friendsofnormandywildlife.org.uk.
If you find any wildlife in distress, our two local wildlife rescue centres are Harper Asprey (01344 623106) and Wildlife Aid
(09061 800132).

I spy in Spring




Several species of butterfly should be emerging from their winter hibernation. How many species can you
spot?
Birds will be singing to claim their territory and starting to pair off and build their nests. How many different
songs can you identify?
Early wild flowers appearing on the common and in hedgerows are germander speedwell and lesser celandine
– and can you spot the wild daffodils blooming around the pond?
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Normandy Historians

Normandy Historians hold their meetings at Normandy Village Hall (small hall) on
the third Tuesday of the month from September to May (except January). The
programme in the coming months is:
Tuesday 19 March: 'Alan Turing - Guildford's best kept Secret' by Paul
Backhouse. Paul is a Guildford Town Guide and the author of a book about the
early life and Guildford family connections of the notable second world war
mathematician and code breaker.
Tuesday 16th April: The Role of Women on the Railways 1850 to 1945 by Dr Becky
Peacock. Becky is the Outreach and Interpretation Officer with the Mid Hants
Railway 'Watercress Line'.
Tuesday 21st May: The Hogs Back Brewery by Mel Rees. Mel is a Tour Guide at the
brewery.
The meetings start at 8.00pm, with refreshments served from 7.45pm. Everyone is
welcome; a small charge is requested from visitors. The annual subscription is just
£5 per person. Occasional visits are made to places of interest in the summer
months. A visit to the Sidney Sime Gallery at Worplesdon is planned for
Wednesday afternoon, 3 April.
Information about the activities of the Historians, and various articles about the
history of Normandy may be found on the website: http://www.normandyhistorians.co.uk/ Enquiries to
info@normandyhistorians.co.uk or phone Alan Norris on 01252 315967.

Land Management Working Party (LMWP)
A tree survey has recently been completed and it identified six trees that need attention. Four near the A323 between the
Royal British Legion and the Scout Hut will have to be felled. Two will need to be dead-wooded, one near the A323 and one
near Normandy Common Lane. The Survey allows six months from the date of the document for the identified remedial work
to be completed but we will endeavour to get it done as soon as possible.
A plot has become vacant on the allotments on Westwood Lane and as we do not have a waiting list at present, if you are
interested in growing your own produce and want to rent the plot, please apply to our Parish Clerk.
The Health and Safety inspection of Normandy Pond has been completed with no problems.
There were some outstanding tasks mentioned in the December Villager and a couple of the most pressing have been
completed on Normandy Common. A dead tree by the football pitch has been felled and the foot bridge between the football
and main cricket pitch has been repaired. A resident has asked if it would be possible to widen the bridge to allow wheelchair
users to cross it and this is being looked into.
Cllr Alan Cheesman - Chairman, LMWP
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Normandy Christian Aid News
The Normandy Christian Aid Committee need new Volunteers to step in to help with fundraising for the charity. Each year in
May there is a week allocated across the country to collect for Christian Aid. Until recently we have raised considerable funds
through house to house collections of donation envelopes and also held a Quiz Supper evening. The Village of Normandy has
been incredibly generous over the years for which we are very grateful. We would like to say a huge thank you to all our
collectors who generously gave their time and efforts to distributing and collecting envelopes over the years. Many of you
answered our call for help over decades rather than years and we are truly grateful to you all.
Times change and legislation on house to house collections makes this kind of fundraising not viable and we would really
welcome new blood and new ideas on how we might support this charity in the Village from now onwards. Christian Aid is a
Christian charity which helps people of all faiths and none in an international setting. It is well established and has been
supported by all the churches here - Emmanuel Church the United Reform Church, St Mark's the Anglican Church and Holy
Angel's Ash the Roman Catholic Church through members who live in the village. If you would like to be engaged with
fundraising on the committee then please contact either The Revd Alison Craven or Clive Nicholls by through St Mark's Parish
Office- Tel 01483 811777 or office@stmarkswyke.org.uk.

Date for your diary - St Mark’s Church May Fair 2019
St. Mark’s Church here in Normandy are very much looking forward to holding their annual May Fair on Bank Holiday
Monday, 6th May, 2pm – 4.30pm at Manor Fruit Farm. There will be a mix of familiar and new stalls along with refreshments
including tea and homemade cakes and Hunts Hill Farm hot food.
We would really welcome any new ideas for stalls and other attractions for the May Fair. If you would like to offer great
suggestions then please do get in touch. Also, it’s good to mention that the May Fair is run by volunteers and it would be
fantastic if we could build up a bigger team to help. If you would like to join our committee, or help on a stall or are able set up
or clear away for an hour on the day, then we would love to hear from you. Please contact Chris in our Parish Office on
01483 811777 or email office@stmarkswyke.org.uk

Ancient Parish of Wyke - Normandy Charities
The Worplesdon and Ancient Parish of Wyke-Normandy Charities have been helping those in need within both Parishes for
some 400 years. Monies from local bequests and the Smith Charity are invested by the Charities Commission and interest is
distributed by them to local charities for distribution amongst those in need. The trustees of the above charities invite
applications from households in need, living within the boundaries of the Ancient Parish of Wyke-Normandy.
Help is available to those on low incomes, basic and supplementary pensions,
veterans of military conflict and cases of disability, illness and bereavement.
Help can be given to younger families requiring extra care or where there are
domestic problems. We may also be able to help, if you have a young family
with several children at school and are finding it hard to fund trips, young
groups and clubs seeking to improve what they can offer can also apply. All
requests for help are dealt with in strict confidence. They can be made
personally or on your behalf by a relative or neighbour. Our main distribution is
at Christmas but help can be given at any time. The amounts are not large but
helpful.
Applications for help should be made to your Normandy Parish Representative,
Val Cheesman. (Contact details Tel. 01483 811847 or email
val.cheesman@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk.
Cllr Val Cheesman
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For Your Diary

Normandy Parish Council Meetings

Council Meetings

Planning Meetings

March 27th, April 24th, May 29th

March 13th & 27th, April 10th & 24th
May 8th & 29th

Other: MFFWP: April 10th, LMWP: March 13th, Highways: April 10th, Flood Forum: April 26th.
Please visit www.normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk for further meeting dates.

Keeping You In Touch
Here are some of the ways the NPC can keep in touch and you can respond back. Some are traditional means of
communication like this publication and the village notice boards. We have added more online channels so we can reach you
more easily, quickly and more comprehensively.
Please send any email request through to the Parish Clerk Leslie.clarke@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk
On our NPC website you can find council minutes, agendas and other useful information http://
normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk/
We have Facebook pages for the Village Bonfire and Manor Fruit Farm.
https://www.facebook.com/NormandyBonfire/ https://www.facebook.com/ManorFruitFarm/
Please follow our tweets on events and general updates about our village @normandyparish to follow
search for normandypc
Nextdoor is the best way to stay informed about what’s going on in your neighbourhood https://
nextdoor.co.uk/
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Advertising
If you would like to advertise in The Villager, please contact Leslie Clarke on 01483 811108 or email
leslie.clarke@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk. The publication goes out four times a year in March, June, September and
December. Cost to advertise for a year is £50 or £15 a publication. Your advert is also placed on the Parish Council website
for a year.

Your Parish Council

Alan Cheesman
Parish Council Chairman
Chair LMWP

Val Cheesman
Chair MFFWP

David Simmons
Parish Council Vice Chairman

Bob Hutton
Chair Highways WP

Alastair Lawson
Chair Planning
Chair Village Survey WP

Peter Palmer
Chair GBC Draft Local
Plan 2016 Consultation WP

Geoffrey Doven

Contact Us:
alan.cheesman@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk
val.cheesman@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk
peter.palmer@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk
alastair.lawson@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk
david.simmons@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk
geoffrey.doven@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk
bob.hutton@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk

LMWP - Land Management Working Party
MFFWP - Manor Fruit Farm Working Party
MFFP2D - Manor Fruit Farm Phase Two Development

Parish Clerk - Lt Col Leslie G A Clarke
H: 01483 811108 M: 07809 331 080 or Email:
Leslie.clarke@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk
Website: http://www.normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk
Editor: Anna Beuden 01483 811055 or Email: anna.beuden@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk
Printed by: Printways
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