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Christmas is just around the corner, so on behalf of myself and all the Parish Council have a very 

Happy Christmas and a Prosperous New Year. It has been an honour to serve this community. 

On 5th November the Parish Council hosted its annual Village Bonfire. It was again organised by 

Cllr. Ally Lawson, who along with the volunteers, built the bonfire and ran the evening. Steve Nevin 

organised the Firework display again and what a wonderful display it was! The event was a great 

success. Thank you Ally for organising the event and Steve for the firework display and also to our 

network of volunteers without whose help events like this would not take place. See his report on 

Normandy Bonfire and Fireworks. 

The commissioning of the ISO container on Manor Fruit Farm has been delayed due to waiting for an electrical connection. 

(See the report on MFF). 

Great interest has been shown by many Normandy residents into opening a Village Shop and there is an article inside on this 

opportunity for our community.  Cllr Bob Hutton has resigned as Chairman of MFF Phase 2 through personal circumstances so 

thank you Bob for all your efforts. At the last PC meeting at the end of October I was appointed as the new Chairman with 

immediate effect.  Thanks to all Villagers for their patience whilst Glaziers Lane is closed to modify the foul water system to 

alleviate the back-up over-spilling. Hopefully this will cure the problems to all the households in this stretch of the Lane.  The 

vacancy for a new Parish Councillor has not been filled so please contact our Parish Clerk, Leslie Clarke (contact details on 

back page), if you are interested in filling this position. It is a very fulfilling role to do and would suit someone who would like to 

put something back into our wonderful community. 

After several years of sterling service our Litter Picker Megan Blackmore has moved onto pastures new. 

Thank you Megan for all the time and effort you have put in, keeping MFF and the local roads clear of litter. 

As from 1st
 
December you will see a new face around picking litter. Welcome to the team Steve Nevin.   

Also we have agreed to employ a general handyman, on a trial basis, to help us deliver all those tasks 

around the village that we councillors struggle to do. Jobs like cutting vegetation, cleaning road signs, fixing 

fencing etc…there’s loads to do. We welcome Andy Holloway from neighbouring Ash in this role. If you see 

him please say hello! 

Alan Cheesman 

Chairman Normandy Parish Council 
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Remembrance Sunday in Normandy 

On Sunday 10
th
 at 10.00am a Service of Remembrance was held at St Marks church. 

The service was followed by a procession led by the  Rev. Alison Craven to the War Memorial, 

where an act of remembrance was conducted to remember our war heroes who fought for us 

all in the 1
st
 and 2

nd
  World Wars. The last post was played by bugler Peter Lane. It was a 

beautiful Autumn morning. There was a really good turn out of 300 plus, with representatives 

from The Cubs, The  Scouts, The Royal British Legion, Standard Bearers, The Military Air Force 

and Army, Members of the Parish Council,  plus a large number of Villagers. Organisations 

laid wreaths to commemorate and remember our fallen heroes.  The Royal British Legion 

provided refreshments after the event.    

We will remember them. 

Cllr Alan Cheesman 
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Highways 

The major impact at present on the traffic situation around Normandy is the closure of Glaziers Lane. Despite assurances on the 

availability of effective signage, there was significant disruption in the early days due to the lack of ‘Access Only’ signs at the 

junction of Flexford Road and Westwood Lane. This has now been addressed by moving some of the signs, thanks to the efforts of 

concerned residents and the Parish and County Councillors taking this up with Thames Water and Surrey Highways. Whilst it is a 

major inconvenience for many of our residents, it is clearly important for Thames Water to provide effective flood prevention 

measures. Let’s hope the disruption is now at its peak and the closure ends as planned on 20
th
 December. 

Speeding continues, as ever, to be a major issue in the Village – more people have been injured in accidents and we all regularly 

witness poor driving and excessive speeding. We continue to report speeders through our Speedwatch sessions – we have 

averaged about one session per week for the whole of this year and continue to spot on average 20 speeders per hour. Each of 

them will receive a warning from, and potentially visits by, the police and notes attached to their driving record that will be taken 

into account if they are convicted of other motoring offences.  The vehicle activated sign (VAS) has returned to Westwood Lane 

while traffic is increased due to the closure of Glaziers Lane. Apologies if you notice that the sign isn’t working sometimes – it 

requires a regular battery change and we try to keep it ‘topped up’. (You could drop the Parish Clerk a note if you feel we haven’t 

noticed). 

We’re talking to Surrey Highways about the replacement of the village sign at the bottom of Westwood Lane – we hope to replace 

it with one of the Gateway signs we’re planning to put in place at the appropriate places around the village. 

Paths and hedges 

We constantly receive feedback on the state of our pavements; in many cases paths are reducing in width, due to the build-up of 

rotting leaves and other debris, and also due to overhanging trees and shrubs. The responsibility for the upkeep of our roads and 

pavements lies with Surrey County Council, so if you do have issues about a particular pavement, you should report this through 

the surrey.gov.uk website. The site’s home page points clearly to an area where you can report any concerns you have about these 

issues. We can all play our part in improving the safety and convenience for our pedestrians. If your property has a boundary onto 

a footpath, please make sure that your trees and shrubs don’t make it more difficult for pedestrians. And if you need to park on the 

road, it’s better to park fully on the road, rather than blocking the pavement. This often causes problems for parents with prams 

and pushchairs and for our disabled residents. 

Cllr Bob Hutton – Chairman, Highways 

 

 

Our Village Drains (continued) 

In the September Villager I said I would do some research into why our drains are blocking, so here we go:- 

Thames Water says it spends about £1m a month clearing blockages from its sewers, an 

average of three fat related blockages every hour.  A “fatberg” is a congealed mass in a sewer 

system formed by the combination of non-biodegradable solid matter, such as wet wipes, and 

congealed grease or cooking fat. Fatbergs became a problem with the rise in usage of 

disposable (so-called flushable) cloths. 

The solution is for consumers and businesses to dispose of fat and wipes in the bin. Engineers 

have been visiting food outlets to discuss how they dispose of fat and food waste in the area, 

plus offer advice on grease trapping equipment for commercial kitchens.  The sewers are not 

an abyss for household rubbish and the Thames Water message is “Bin it – Don't Block it”. 

Stop the Block at Home - A few simple reminders 

In the Bathroom 

Throw wipes (even those labelled flushable cause blockages), sanitary items, nappies 

and cotton buds away in the bin. 

In the Kitchen 

Wipe out pans and other greasy items with a kitchen towel before washing, then throw 

away the kitchen towel in the bin and any unused cooking oil into a container to 

dispose of or recycle. 

Do not flush your pets waste faeces. The consistency of animal waste, particularly dog 

and cat waste creates a putty like substance in the pipes, which other waste sticks to 

and causes blockages in the pipes. Bag it and bin it in your refuse collection or poo bins in the Village. 

You can save your home, your environment and your neighbourhood: just stop and think before you flush. 

Cllr. Val Cheesman 
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Normandy Bonfire & Fireworks 2019 

This year the wet conditions leading up to the traditional Normandy Bonfire and Fireworks 

evening didn’t dampen the spirits of our residents and visitors to enjoy this free community 

event.  Approximately 2,000 people were treated to yet another great display by Steve Nevin 

and his team of willing pyromaniacs. After hundreds of villagers clutching flaming torchlights 

made the procession from Hunts Hill to the site at Manor Fruit Farm, the lighting of the bonfire 

started. 

Given the soaking the bonfire has taken over the last few weeks it took a couple of minutes of 

smoke before it really took off but it then gave viewers a spectacular show as well as warming 

them up. The stalls and entertainment were busy; a long line of those waiting for the legendary 

Hunts Hill Farm BBQ, mulled wine, hot beverages, popcorn and candy floss showed they are 

always popular. The two rides provided entertainment for excited children and we again had 

the Flashing Novelties stall. 

Thanks to the Normandy Scouts/Explorers for their collection skills again this year with £1.5k 

donations taken – slightly down on last year but still enough to pay for future fireworks.  

As usual we are indebted to our wonderful volunteers - all 30 of them - too many to mention by 

name - from those that helped build the bonfire to those that helped out on the night plus the 

kind people who clear up the next day.  Special mention again to Neil Aust, who saved the 

bonfire build team at least two days hard labour by using his tractor skills to great effect, and to 

Roger Sage who works tirelessly every year on making sure the bonfire area is safe and tidy.  

So a big thank you from the Normandy Parish Council to all those who supported this 

community event in any way. That also includes the St Johns Ambulance and Surrey Fire & 

Rescue Guildford for their reassuring presence too.  

Despite our local wildlife rescue centre, Harper Ashprey, being unable to check our bonfire this 

year to ensure there were no animals sheltering inside this year – we did our usual checks 

beforehand.  And as a responsible body running a public fireworks celebration, the NPC issued 

a note online letting local animal owners know event details so they could try to limit the impact 

of the loud noise on their pets. To minimise the potential traffic issues in Glaziers Lane we didn’t 

advertise the event on radio as usual but of course utilised the online sites to promote it to our 

residents on FaceBook and NextDoor (we now have 22% of households represented on this 

site). 

We would love to get your feedback on the event and any thoughts on improving it for 

subsequent years. 

Cllr Alastair Lawson 
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The Normandy Action Group (NAG) 

We are a local Village association run by residents who care about our community and who wish to protect its special 

character and its amenities. Join our free mailing list and become better informed about local planning and amenity issues. 

The three applications for Judicial Review (JR) of the Guildford Local Plan (see previous editions of The Villager) were heard 

by the judge at the beginning of November. It was expected a decision on whether to allow them to proceed would take 

several weeks. So uncertainty continues about future housing development in Guildford Borough. 

In the meantime we have seen the first application for planning permission to build houses on garden land within the 

settlement area, in this case in Flexford (19/P/01868). This is made much easier by the removal of the Normandy, 

Flexford, and Walden Cottages settlements from the Green Belt as one of the more contested elements of the Local Plan 

pushed through by the previous Council.    

Following numerous objections the application (19/P/01287) for inappropriate fencing in the Area of Great Landscape 

Value at Wanborough Fields has been withdrawn. Enforcement action against the earlier inappropriate buildings and 

fences continues, albeit at a slow pace.  

Thanks to everyone who takes the trouble to write to Guildford Borough Council to comment on these developments. If you 

would like to receive free information about planning matters on a regular basis, please visit the NAG website at http://

www.normandyag.org.uk/join-us and complete the form that will allow us to place you on our mailing list. Don’t wait until 

something you don’t like starts happening on your back doorstep! 

Mike Aaronson – Chair, NAG Steering Committee 

 

 

 

Land Management Working Party (LMWP) 

Autumn is well and truly upon us and this is the time of year when most damage 

happens on land that the Village owns, Normandy Common. Please - if you see any 

damaged or fallen trees whilst out and about, report them to the Parish Council so 

as they can be dealt with. Thank you.  

Not much goes on at the allotments during late autumn and winter, it’s time to clear 

the ground except for overwintering crops. Any dry periods we get can be used for 

manuring and digging in preparation for spring next year. The allotments are all 

occupied and there is a waiting list with two potential allotment holders in the queue. 

Anyone wanting an allotment in the near future should think about joining the 

waiting list now. This is also a good time to service all tools used on the plots, so that 

when spring finally arrives all the tools are at hand and ready for use. The water issues concerning the mains supply to the 

allotments and the constantly leaking tap are now resolved. 

Normandy Pond on Normandy Common is looking in good order. You may notice a couple of new signs have been 

installed either end of the pond. These are to inform people that “No Camping” is permitted and several other polite 

informative rules.  The Normandy Tree Registration Project is currently in progress. A survey of trees of exceptional size, 

historical associations and rarity is being undertaken by the Friends of Normandy Wildlife. Gill Woolfson is heading up the 

team of volunteers who are going out and finding trees of exceptional size in Normandy. The team are taking pictures 

measuring and recording Ancient, Veteran and Notable trees. It is intended to create a picture of Britain’s iconic trees. 

Those trees recorded to date included Alder, Oaks, Ash and Sweet Chestnuts. You can read everything about it at https://

ati.woodlandtrust.org.uk/. When completed the database will be passed to the Parish Council who will publish it on the PC 

website. It will be updated on a regular basis as additional trees are identified.  Please see further information on this and 

pictures within this edition of the Villager. 

In the above picture supplied by Anne Adey, the Chairman of the Normandy Parish Council is helped by Col. Tedder 

measuring a huge oak while a few interested villagers look on expectantly. If you think a tree near you or in your garden 

meets with the criteria please inform the Parish Clerk. “Creation of Woodland in Normandy”, another native tree related 

initiative is being strongly supported by the Parish Council. Following on from Guildford Borough Council declaring a 

Climate Emergency, Phillipa Mitchell asked what the Parish Council might be doing about it, as she said it is impossible to 

escape the fact that we are facing a Climate and Nature Emergency. In response the Parish Council have agreed to look 

into the creation of native woodlands in Normandy. The search for suitable locations for the planting of native trees has 

commenced across Parish owned land; once suitable locations have been found planting will commence. The tree planting 

initiative applies just as much to residents who would be willing to add a tree to their own gardens and also to land owners 

who may have land that could be planted as woodland. Residents willing to take part in this initiative whether it is 

suggesting tree locations, the planting of trees or wild plant seeds or to some extent volunteering help, should in the first 

instance contact the Parish Clerk.  More information on this contained within this edition. 

Cllr Geoff Doven – Chairman, LMWP 

 

 

https://ati.woodlandtrust.org.uk/
https://ati.woodlandtrust.org.uk/
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Manor Fruit Farm Phase 2 (MFFP2) 

This project has had to take a back seat since the last issue of the Villager, as other projects like the delivery of the ISO shipping 

container have taken precedent. The Chairman of the project has also resigned and a new one appointed (myself). So I will now 

be able to resume progressing this important project for the community asap. 

Cllr Alan Cheesman – Chairman MFFP2 

Manor Fruit Farm (MFF) 

The ISO storage container has now arrived. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am sure you have all noticed it is not very attractive at the moment, but it will be painted green and Wild Honeysuckle and 

Virginia Creeper will be planted to cover it, which the Therapy Garden team will be planting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It will be a while before completion, hopefully by the New Year.  It is awaiting electrical connection. 

It is a very much needed storage space for all the PC equipment. At the moment we just have a small damp wooden shed, 

which is not fit for purpose. 

Fallen Tree - A fallen tree beside the stream on the southern border of MFF has now been sawn up and made safe by Alan in 

October. 

The Peace Garden - Many more daffodil bulbs have been planted around the Peace Garden, so in Spring it should look even 

more beautiful. 

The Therapy Garden - are looking for volunteer drivers to transport clients to and from the garden, in our own vehicle. Some of 

our clients and students could not attend the garden if we didn’t provide this service so it is a really important role. When driving 

Green School students who are 16 and under, a chaperone/ companion will be provided. Please contact our volunteer co-

ordinator, Penny Walters, on 01483 813846 or admin@thetherapygarden.org for more information.  

Wreath making workshop - We are running a wreath making workshop at The Therapy Garden on Sunday 

8
th
 December at 10am until 12pm. The workshop will be run by Dot Dobinson, a talented florist and one of 

our gardening volunteers. The ticket price is £20 and includes the materials but please bring along any 

foliage or decorations you wish to use. Please contact Kira Hardy on 01483 813846 or at 

kira.hardy@thetherapygarden.org to reserve a space.  To our local Normandy residents and supporters – 

Merry Christmas and a happy new year!  Sally Mills, Therapy Garden Manager 

Cllr Val Cheesman Chairman MFFWP 

 

 

 

Flood Forum Result 

For many years Wanborough Station access has been completely flooded after heavy 

rain fall. This has been on the Flood Forum agenda from the outset.  In early 

September two men worked for over a week digging an enormous hole, filling up 

three lorries per day with the spoil. This was mostly clay, but in the process they dug 

through the ironstone pod-soil which hindered natural drainage. Many cubic yards of 

soak-away frames were buried in a membrane which prevents the huge 'box' being 

filled with soil or roots. 

This should solve the problem for good. 

Liz Oliver 

 

Station approach after heavy rain 

mailto:admin@thetherapygarden.org
mailto:kira.hardy@thetherapygarden.org
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Friends of Normandy Wildlife 

Tales of the Riverbank…The plants and animals of the Blackwater Valley  (BWV) were the topic for 

the first talk of the Autumn season for the Friends of Normandy Wildlife.  Our speaker, Bernard 

Baverstock, of the BWV Countryside Trust management committee, explained that the Valley runs 

north for 23 miles from Rowhill Copse just outside Aldershot to Swallowfields where it joins the river Whitewater and the 

Loddon which then flows on to the Thames.  The busy A331 now runs through the once green and pleasant valley, but 

there are still pockets of countryside which support a surprising variety of plants and animals and, in 

places, new habitats have emerged from sites of seemingly utter destruction. These provide 

strongholds for butterflies, bee flies and wasp spiders. Stag beetles live in the area and we learnt how 

to create stumperies in our gardens as breeding sites for these fascinating beetles. Bearded tits, 

voles, weasels, hedgehogs, foxes and roe deer are all resident, as are pipistrelle and Daubentons 

bats. There are even occasional signs of an otter! It is well worth taking a stroll along the Valley 

footpaths and visiting the individual 'reserves' along the way.   More information can be found on the 

BWV Countryside Trust website: www.bcvt.org.uk. 

...and of Tigers  Our October bumblebee speaker unfortunately had to postpone his talk so instead 

we heard all about tigers from FNW committee member, Heather Sohl, who is the Tiger Trade 

Leader for the global conservation organisation WWF.  Heather gave us a firsthand account of 

WWF's work to save these rare and spectacular animals.  She explained that the number of 

tigers in the wild had dramatically declined in the last century and there are now only an 

estimated 3900 left.  These face many problems from habitat loss, the illegal wildlife trade and 

conflict with humans.  But there was good news.  In 2010, WWF brought together the 

governments of 13 countries across Asia  and achieved their commitment to doubling the 

numbers of tigers by 2022, the next Chinese year of the tiger.  WWF are working together with 

these governments and other community groups; the decline has been halted; and the number 

of tigers in many areas is now increasing.  

New Year Diary Dates 

Monday, January 13th:  In Tune with Nature’: how to make a wildlife garden with bee, butterfly and bird-friendly plants.  

Speaker: John Negus, a photojournalist who regularly contributes to BBC gardening programmes.  

Monday, February 10th:  Return of the Peregrine.  Speaker: Keith Betton,  Chairman of the Hampshire Ornithological 

Society, writer and broadcaster. 

Monday 9
th
 March:  Nocturnal animals.  Speaker: Dr Mike Berwick of the Wildlife Aid Foundation 

Talks start at 7.30 in St. Marks’ Church Hall.  The evenings are very friendly and everyone is welcome. Cost  £2 

(members), £3 (non-members); children and students free.   

For more about FNW email fnwildlife@gmail.com or check out the FNW website at: 

www.friendsofnormandywildlife.org.uk.  

If you find any wildlife in distress, our two local wildlife rescue centres are Harper Asprey (01344 623106) and Wildlife Aid 

(09061 800132). 

I spy in Winter 

 How many species of birds can you count on your bird feeders? You may be lucky enough to spot bramblings 

often in mixed flocks with chaffinches. 

 Look out for butterflies hibernating in sheds and greenhouses and take care not to disturb them. 

 Toads and hedgehogs may be hibernating in compost heaps so be careful when turning these.  One heap is 

currently home to twelve toads!! 

Male and female bramblings 

Photo credit: Alwyn Timms 

Normandy Village Hall 

Normandy has a lovely Village Hall, with three rooms to hire: Main Hall, Small Hall and Meeting Room, all with access to 

kitchens and beautiful views.  Full descriptions are on our website at normandyvillagehall.org together with information about 

hire charges and conditions.  Booking must be done through the website, where you will also be able to check availability for 

any dates you are considering.  We have just upgraded our online booking system, making it more flexible and adding a 

payment mechanism.  Occasional users’ payments and deposit refunds will now be managed securely through this system 

without any need to send us financial details.  Regular users will continue to pay monthly in advance in accordance with their 

contracts but they will now make their bookings via a password protected area of the website.  A great benefit of the new 

system is that we will no longer suffer from “phantom bookings” where people booked slots but failed to pay – the Village 

Hall lost money and other potential users were blocked out. 

 

mailto:fnwildlife@gmail.com
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The Armchair Gardener 

After writing the previous guide which referred to the autumn months, this guide 

follows on from that and refers to the cold dark winter months of December, 

January and February.  This guide is not intended to provide a list of everything that 

should be carried out in gardens, but provides some tips as to what could be done 

and when.  

December - As we now have darker nights and approach the shortest day of the 

year, this month’s weather can be both amazingly beautiful and freezing cold. 

Those venturing outside will need to keep moving to stay warm, tree pruning and 

some digging will help but for those that have them there is always the greenhouse, 

a refuge on a cold day and plenty to do, i.e. check winter protection, make sure the 

heater is working. Jobs to do or think about doing include Insulation of outside taps 

and piping and a winter protection to stop ponds from freezing over. Dig over 

empty areas preparing soil for future planting, Potted plants should be gathered 

together in a sheltered spot in the garden for protection. We are now entering the 

pruning season. Wisteria, roses and fruit trees benefit from winter pruning. Prune 

open-grown apples and pears, not the ones trained against walls and to avoid 

bleeding sap, prune Japanese Maples (acers), birches and vines before Christmas. 

Wisteria pruning should be done by cutting back summer side shoots to two or 

three buds. Prune climbing roses,  older side shoots to be reduced to two thirds of their length. All rose leaves, particularly 

those infected by blackspot to be removed to prevent re-infection next year. Do not remove faded flower heads from 

hydrangeas, they offer protection for the growing buds down the stems. Prune grape vines. If the lawn is continuing to grow cut 

but raise height of mower blades. Avoid walking on heavily frosted grass as it causes damage. Wash and disinfect bird feeders 

and baths and keep feeding the birds as they will remain friends of the gardener by continually eating the garden pests. 

January – it well be the middle of winter but it also triggers the start of the new gardening year. As the days lengthen the 

garden starts to grow. It could be cold outside and fresh air on dry sunny days are much to be enjoyed. There are plenty of 

things to be getting on with this month. Planning what you want from your garden can be done at this time, whether it’s 

ordering new seeds or plants. Jobs to do or think about doing this month include, recycling any real Christmas trees by sticking 

it in the shredder for mulch. Keep putting food and water out for birds and leave some of the garden as shelter for wildlife. 

Cleaning is the main task, pots, tools, greenhouses, water butts, and anything else that comes to hand to prepare you for a 

really good growing season. Disperse worm casts in lawns, if you haven’t already done so prune apple and pear trees. Also 

prune blackcurrants, gooseberries and redcurrants. Leave cherries, apricots and plums until the summer. Get cracking on 

weeds, remove any weeds complete with roots from borders. If there is snow, remove any from greenhouses and cold frames 

and brush snow from hedges and evergreens. Remove the green slimy stuff from patios, drives and paving either by scrubbing, 

poisoning with chemicals or more preferably whacking it with a jet washer.  

February - This month heralds a turning point in the garden. There are signs of life beginning to show and this is the time when 

bulbs and wildlife start waking up, light levels and temperatures start rising, the days get longer and signs of the imminent 

arrival spring are all around. There is plenty to do this month which is predominantly getting ready for spring and completing 

tasks that should have been done last month. Jobs to do or think about doing this month include preparing seed beds by 

removing all weeds and forking in plenty of compost if the ground isn’t frozen. Prune wisteria now, cutting back summer side 

shoots to 2 or 3 buds. Prepare vegetable seed beds and sow some vegetables under cover. Net fruit and vegetable crops to 

prevent birds from eating it all. Prune winter flowing shrubs that have finished blooming. Prune evergreen hedges, conservatory 

climbers such as bougainvillea. Prune summer flowering clematis towards end of month before active growth begins. Prune 

fuchsias to one or two buds on each shoot. This is the last chance to winter prune apple and pear trees.  

Given that Guildford Borough Council have declared a Climate and Nature Emergency and it would be an excellent time to 

do something about it. Now is the right time of year for planting a native tree. Please see more information on this on the next 

page.  Having written all of the above, I can now see a number of things that perhaps I should have done last year but didn’t, 

so this year I will certainly make amends. But not wishing to be too hasty I will give it some serious thought first. 

Cllr. Geoff Doven 

….cont/d Normandy Village Hall 

The Village Hall also has a Public Access Defibrillator beside the entrance opposite the big car park, and we run free life saving 

training sessions.  Someone who isn’t breathing will die in a few minutes if nobody takes action. If you know what to do, you 

can save lives. Our training includes hands-on practice in restarting hearts manually using our “mini Annes”, familiarisation with 

defibrillator use, and how to put someone in the recovery position. The sessions are suitable for people who have never tried it 

before and those who want to refresh their skills.  If you are would like to attend a session, please send your email address and 

phone number to roshan.bailey@projectaction.co.uk or drop a note into the Normandy Village Hall letter box.   

We have a range of opportunities for volunteers to help make Normandy Village Hall run smoothly for our village.  If you are 

interested, please email me as above or ring me on 01483 234943 for a chat. 

Roshan Bailey - Chair, Normandy Village Hall 

mailto:roshan.bailey@projectaction.co.uk
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Normandy Tree Register 

As mentioned in the Land Management Working Party report, the Chairman of the Parish 

Council recently gained formal certification to be able to measure trees that met with aims of 

the independent charity headed by HRH Prince Charles.  This charity known as TROB stands 

for Tree Register Of British Isles founded in 1988 with its three aims namely, trees of 

exceptional size, historical associations and rarity.  These findings will be recoded on a 

database.  Here he is with help from Coll. Tedder measuring a huge oak while a few 

interested villagers look on expectantly. 

If you think a tree near you or in your garden meets with the charity’s aim please inform the 

Parish Clerk. 

 

Tree Planting for the planet in Normandy 

It is impossible to escape the fact that we are facing a Climate and 

Nature Emergency.  Normandy Parish Council is already taking action in 

response to this emergency and is looking at new projects too. 

One action that is known to help tackle both of these problems is the 

planting of native trees. 

If there was a project in Normandy to create new native woodland 

would you be interested in being part of it? 

Possible actions could be  

 tree planting within your own garden or property – perhaps 

creating a hedge rather than having a fence. (it might be possible 

that we can provide free trees) 

 joining together to create a new village woodland 

 planting of trees around the village on community owned land 

 collection of seeds from local native tree species to plant in pots 

and grow ready for planting out in the woodland. 

If this sounds of interest to you, please do get in touch. 

Also, if you have land that you would like to be planted as woodland 

and would consider it becoming a new village woodland, we would very 

much like to hear from you too.  Please contact Councillor Cheesman if 

you would like further information. 

Normandy Community Bus 

The Normandy minibus is out of action at the moment with clutch/gearbox 

problems.  It is now ten years old so we must expect running costs to increase.  

The current problem is costing around £4,000 which will make a large hole in 

our reserves.  So we look again to the Village who were very generous in 

enabling us to buy this bus to now offer any contributions so that we can keep 

providing this important lifeline and resource to the Village.  Any donations 

can be made by cheque payable to Emmanuel Church Normandy and sent to 

either Emmanuel Church on Glaziers Lane or c/o St Annes, 113 Glaziers 

Lane.  Donations of any value would be gratefully and thankfully received. 

Clive Nichols (Coordinator 07836 723850) 

 

  

EMMANUEL CHURCH CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
Sunday 17 December – 10.00am - MESSY CHURCH, Christmas theme 

Sunday 22 December – 10.00am – Favourite Carols 

Tuesday 24 December – Christmas Eve - 4.30pm – Carols by Candlelight 

NO CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE 

Sunday 29 December – NO SERVICE 

Sunday 5 January 2020 – 10.00am - New Year Service 
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The Villager 

Normandy Historians 

Normandy Historians' programme of talks continues in February 2020 after a short mid-winter break.  All meetings are 

held at Normandy Village Hall, GU3 2DD and commence at 8.00pm.   

Everyone is welcome; a small charge is requested from visitors. The annual subscription including entry to all meetings 

during the calendar year is just £5 per person.   

The talks and speakers arranged for the first half of 2020 are:   

Tuesday 18 February:  The Mary Rose: A talk by Margaret Shah, a volunteer guide with the Mary Rose Trust.   

Tuesday 17 March:  Clandon Park - The fire and restoration.  A speaker from the National Trust will present this talk. 

Tuesday 21 April:  The Therapy Garden, Normandy:  A talk to be given by Sally Wooding.    

Tuesday 19 May: The History of Place Names:  A talk by Tony Painter.   

During the autumn period members of Normandy Historians have heard talks on:  

The Life and Crimes of Charlotte Walker, an 18th Century Prostitute - presented by Mary Clayton.  

The National Archives - a talk by Eileen Wicks of the Friends of the National Archives. 

Normandy - A Village History - This is a new talk by Alan Norris which covers the transition of Normandy over the past 150 

years from several dispersed hamlets to the residential village today.   

This talk was given to Normandy Nightingales WI, and it is available for presenting to other local organisations - please 

contact Normandy Historians as below.  

Normandy Historians arrange visits to places of interest for their members. Following a talk about the Foreign Office 

Building, members enjoyed an interesting and memorable visit to the Foreign Office in London for a conducted tour of this 

historic building.  

Information about Normandy Historians and the history of Normandy may be found on the website: http://

www.normandyhistorians.co.uk/ . Enquiries to info@normandyhistorians.co.uk or phone 01252 315967. 

 

St Mark’s brings the community together for Remembrance Sunday 

It was an honour to have a packed church for the Remembrance Sunday Service at St Mark’s 

yesterday.  All ages of our community came together to remember those who have died in the 

First World War and subsequent wars and conflicts while serving our country, and to reflect with 

thanksgiving the peace that we enjoy. We also remembered all those who are committed to 

serving our country today. 

We were privileged to have members of the CIS Troop 8 Engineer Brigade joining us along with 

the youngest members of the Military Cadets Training Corps (MCTC) Normandy and the 1
st
 

Normandy Scout Group.  Following the service at St Mark’s which included the roll call of 

names of the soldiers who had lived in Normandy and tragically lost their lives in the First and 

Second World Wars, the congregation processed to the War Memorial in our village to join 

many more for the Act of Remembrance there. In the warmth of the autumn sunshine, the Last 

Post and Reveille were played on the bugle to mark the two minute silence and wreaths were 

laid at the foot of the cross.  

Our thanks to the Royal British Legion for their kind and generous hospitality at the end of the services and to everyone who 

helped in the smooth running of this important day.  
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The Villager 

Normandy Village Shop 

Thanks all for the brilliant response to the Normandy Shop Survey. We received over 470 responses, which, out of 1485 copies 

sent out, was an excellent take-up. The vast majority of the respondents feel that it is important for Normandy to have a shop, 

and that there are plenty of people who are willing to do something about it. We have a healthy number of keen volunteers for 

a Steering Group, lots of people who would be happy to volunteer in a shop if one were set up, and plenty of offers from 

people willing to contribute financially, either by fundraising, buying a share, making loans or just donating.  In terms of 

location, the availability of the empty premises at the old Spar (Session Music) shop and the station building at Wanborough 

meant that there was plenty of support for them as the location of a shop. Parking at both sites was seen to be somewhat 

limited, though, and the ongoing cost of at least the old Session Music shop appears to be a challenge. Many also felt that the 

proximity to the surgery and the availability of parking provided a lot of support for Manor Fruit Farm, so this location will also 

be investigated. 

Most people are looking for basic essentials to be available, with strong support for local produce and goods, fruit and 

vegetables, bakery and other household items. In terms of other services, there was almost 90% support for postal services and 

60% for a tea or coffee shop. The availability of somewhere to meet (a ‘hub’) was another common message.  The next step is 

the establishment of a steering group to build upon the survey by agreeing on suitable premises, identifying the retail 

proposition and developing a business plan to ensure that such a venture would be viable. The group will also look at how 

funds would be raised and how to ensure that a shop would be used and continue to be used well into the future.  

We will keep you informed of progress on this. 

Cllr Bob Hutton 

Normandy Artists: ‘ArtScene’ Project launched 

The Normandy Artists ArtScene project was launched by Surrey County Councillor Keith 

Witham at its Annual Art Exhibition at Normandy Village Fete, held on August Bank 

Holiday Monday. Keith Witham said, “I sponsored a small Surrey County Council grant 

for the project, which has produced a 2020 Diary that is now available for sale. An 

excellent exhibition at a lovely annual village community event. Do buy the diary”!  

Margaret Jones, the Chair of Normandy Artists said, “the project was co-sponsored by 

Normandy Artists but the project would not have been possible without the help of 

Councillor Witham”. The colourful ArtScene project comprised principally the ArtScene 

Diary 2020, plus publicity materials. The A5 week to view ArtScene Diary contains over 

55 beautiful images with each week having an illustration of a painting done by one of 

the talented Normandy Artists. The striking front cover image of the Diary ‘Dandelion Clocks’, was 

painted by one of its newer members Paul Cook. The Diary covers a diverse range of topics, themes 

and locations both in the UK and overseas. Subjects include landscapes, seascapes, flowers, birds, 

animals, wildlife, still life, portraits and abstracts in a variety of mediums so will appeal to a wide 

audience. The ArtScene Diary 2020 is not only a diary for next year but also a great ‘keepsake of 

artwork’ to be enjoyed beyond 2020. 

The diary is on sale at £9.99 and can be obtained from: chair.normandyartists@hotmail.com. 

Copies are also now on sale at: Hunts Hill Farm, Farm Shop, Normandy Common Lane, 

Normandy, Guildford, GU3 2AP. Normandy Artists is a group of friendly art enthusiasts; currently 

24 members. They meet twice a month at Normandy Village Hall, working on their own projects, 

sharing knowledge and ideas and learning from each other, but above all enjoying art. They have a 

guest tutor once a month over the period, January to June. New members are welcomed at any time 

of the year. Annual membership is £15 with an additional £4 per session attended. £6 additional 

charge per session for the tutorials. 

There is a ‘FREE come along and try us’ session for the first attendance. For any further 

information please contact Margaret Jones, Chair, Normandy Artists: Mob: 07792 697942 

Email: chair.normandyartists@hotmail.com. 
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For Your Diary   Normandy Parish Council Meetings 

The Villager 

Here are some of the ways the NPC can keep in touch and you can respond back. Some are traditional means of 

communication like this publication and the village notice boards. We have added more online channels so we can reach you 

more easily, quickly and more comprehensively. 

 

Please send any email request through to the Parish Clerk Leslie.clarke@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

 On our NPC website you can find council minutes, agendas and other useful information http://

 normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk/ 

 

 We have Facebook pages for the Village Bonfire and Manor Fruit Farm. 

 https://www.facebook.com/NormandyBonfire/    https://www.facebook.com/ManorFruitFarm/ 

 

 Please follow our tweets on events and general updates about our village @normandyparish to follow 

 search for normandypc 

 

 Nextdoor is the best way to stay informed about what’s going on in your neighbourhood https://

 nextdoor.co.uk/ 

 

 

Keeping You In Touch 

Council Meetings    Planning Meetings 

11th December, 29th January 2020  11th December, 8th & 29th January 2020 

26th February 2020    12th & 26th February 2020 

 

Other: MFFWP: 8th January 2020, LMWP: 111th March 2020, Highways: 11th December 

MFFP2WP: 12th February 2020.        

Please visit www.normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk for further meeting dates. 

mailto:leslie.clarke@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk?subject=Leslie%20Clarke
http://normandyparishcouncil.co.uk/
http://normandyparishcouncil.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/NormandyBonfire/
https://www.facebook.com/ManorFruitFarm/
http://www.normandyparishcouncil.co.uk
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Advertising 

If you would like to advertise in The Villager, please contact Leslie Clarke on 01483 811108 or email 

leslie.clarke@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk. The publication goes out four times a year in March, June, September and 

December. Cost to advertise for a year is £50 or £15 a publication.  Your advert is also placed on the Parish Council website 

for a year. 

Your Parish Council 

Alan Cheesman 

Parish Council Chairman 

Chair MFFP2WP 

Chair Remuneration Committee 

Val Cheesman 

Chair MFFWP 

Peter Palmer Geoff Doven 

Chair LMWP 

David Simmons 

Parish Council Vice Chairman 

The Villager 

Parish Clerk - Lt Col Leslie G A Clarke 

H: 01483 811108 M: 07809 331 080 or Email:  

Leslie.clarke@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk  Website: http://www.normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk       

Editor: Anna Beuden 01483 811055 or Email: anna.beuden@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk             Printed by: Printways 

Contact Us: 

alan.cheesman@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk       

val.cheesman@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

peter.palmer@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

alastair.lawson@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

david.simmons@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk  

geoff.doven@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

bob.hutton@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

margaret.amos@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

KEY 

* LMWP - Land Management 

Working Party 

*  MFFWP - Manor Fruit Farm 

Working Party 

*  MFFP2D - Manor Fruit Farm 

Phase Two Development 

* MFFP2WP - Manor Fruit 

Farm Phase Two Working Party 

Bob Hutton 

Chair Village Survey WP 

Highways Responsibilities 

Alastair Lawson 

Chair Planning 

Communications Officer 

Margaret Amos 

 
 

SCC: keithwitham1@hotmail.co.uk 

(www.facebook.com/keithwitham1)  

GBC: davidbilbe@aol.com 

david.bilbe@guildford.gov.uk  

http://www.facebook.com/keithwitham1
mailto:david.bilbe@guildford.gov.uk

