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Welcome to the first Villager for 2020. Some good news to start with. The Precept for Normandy has 

been held at the same level as last year for the period April 2020 to April 2021 – so no increase. 

And more good news is that the vacancy we had on the Parish Council has been filled. It is with 

pleasure that I can announce that Neil Aust was co-opted onto your Parish Council at the January 

meeting. I am sure he will become a valued member of the team. You may have seen him around as 

he is a member of the speed watch team. 

I am sure you all know that this year is the 75
th
 anniversary of VE day. To celebrate this momentous 

occasion the Parish Council will take part in the nationwide lighting of beacons. The beacon on 

Manor Fruit Farm will be lit at dusk on Friday 8 May followed by a firework display. The exact timing 

of this event and other attractions will be published nearer the date, so please keep an eye on our 

website, NextDoor and notice boards. The Department of Local Government is organising a 'Keep 

Britain Tidy, Britain Spring Clean' from 20 March to 13 April. To support this, your Parish Council is organising a 'Village Litter 

Picking Day' to be held on 5 April. More information inside. It is a major task to deliver the Villager to all households in 

Normandy. So I would like to thank Cllr Bob Hutton for organising this and all the volunteers delivering this vital communication 

on behalf of the Parish Council. If you would like to join the army of volunteers, please get in touch with Bob (details on back 

page).  We were alerted by Wyke School as a tree had fallen into nature garden near the playgrounds during January. Despite 

the ownership of this area being unclear, which is being looked into, Cllr. Ally Lawson and I spent a couple hours removing the 

fallen tree and felling half a dozen others that were in a dangerous condition, as this was too hazardous for the pupils to leave 

any longer. The Village Fete this year will not be run by the Parish Council. We had a kind offer from the 'Normandy Community 

Shop & Café’ committee who would like to run it as a fund raising project towards the setting up of the proposed shop and cafe. 

It will be known as the 'Normandy Community Show'. I hope it is very successful and will of course support it as usual. 

I am sad to announce the passing of  Derek Lambert (A former chairman of the Parish Council) and also Derek Taylor (Postie). 

An obituary for each is included inside. 

It is with regret that I have to report the resignation of Councillor Margaret Amos through personal circumstances. Thank you 

Margaret for the time you spent on the Parish council.  That leaves us with a vacancy for a new councillor. If you are interested 

in filling this position, please contact our Parish Clerk (Leslie Clarke, contact details on rear page). 

Alan Cheesman 

Chairman Normandy Parish Council 
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Normandy Prayer Tree 

‘There is a very special tree where you can come and pray, 

And leave your prayers on the branches, and on Him your burdens lay. 

Your hopes, your fears, your prayers for loved ones too, 

We will take your prayers and pray a prayer for you.’ 

The Normandy Prayer Tree has been part of the vision for the church and its interaction with the 

community. We have planted a 60 year old Olive Tree in the grounds of the Church just off of the car 

park area. 

Everyone is welcome to come and use the tree for prayer – for themselves, family, friends or for 

particular needs. There is card, pens and plastic wallets available next to the tree in a little house to 

write your prayer requests on and then hang them on the tree.  Emmanuel Church will then collect the 

prayers and commit to praying for each one for a month. If you are unable to get to the prayer tree 

then you can ring the below number and leave a message on the answer phone and we will write the 

prayer down and put it on the tree and pray for your particular need. 

Emmanuel Church, Glaziers Lane, Normandy – 01483 810560 
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Highways 

You may have noticed that the Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS) has been moved from Westwood Lane to Pirbright Road. Our 

experience is that when the sign moves to a different location people are more likely to take notice of it than when it’s kept in one 

place. The VAS is the one that flashes at people when the exceed the speed limit; some of the signs, like those on Glaziers Lane 

are permanent and some, like the one now on Pirbright Road are portable, and allow us to download the data for analysis. 

Despite the concerns we all have about speeding on our roads, the VAS data gives us a picture that shows the majority of people 

do keep within legal limits, and that it is a minority who flout the law and are more likely to result in the accidents that occur all too 

often. What we do find, though, is that there some key times when it is more likely that people will speed - we are able to use this 

data to allow us to plan where and when to allocate a Speedwatch session. To catch these speeders, you’ll regularly see our 

Speedwatch team out at the side of most of our roads from time to time. In a lot of cases, the mere presence of our team results in 

a reduction in speeds; some drivers that appear not to take the message and who are repeat offenders in which case, they will 

receive a visit from the police. There is an opportunity for anyone who want to supports this community initiative to be trained. 

The next training dates for Speedwatch are:  Tuesday 7 April 12:30 to 15:00,  Wednesday 8 April 18:30 to 21:00. 

Training is held at Woodbridge Meadows, Guildford.  And after the course if you wish to join the Normandy team they would be 

delighted to welcome you on board.  If you’d like to know more about it, please contact Brian Middleton Chair of Speedwatch, 

Normandy at ccsmarine@yahoo.co.uk. 

Cllr Bob Hutton – Chairman, Highways 

 

Planning 

Whilst it’s never good to see the demise of a village pub - it’s a relief to see that the development of the Duke of Normandy site 

has ramped up. As many people may not be aware or forgotten here are details of what’s going to be in its place - it’s going to be 

3 dwellings with associated car parking - see GBC website portal in link below and use ref 17/P/01784 and 19/D/00101. http://

www2.guildford.gov.uk/publicaccess/search.do?action=simple&searchType=Application. 

Recently we have had the odd situation when the Parish Council has been asked to discuss and submit their opinion on 

applications that GBC have either decided already or are also discussing the same evening. I’d like to think that they do actually 

value our input from a local level. To those that want to be kept informed on planning matters around Normandy just a quick 

reminder of the Normandy Action Group’s regular email update - contact nag@normandyag.org.uk to become a follower. 

Cllr Alastair Lawson - Chairman, Planning 

 

Litter Pick 

After last years successful litter pick, as part of the Great British Spring Clean, the NPC are 

organising another on 5 April. See details in the flyer.  Please come along to give our village a 

good spring clean - even if you can spare an hour. We will supply the equipment but suggest 

you wear walking shoes, gloves and high viz if you have one. A lot of the litter is on the verges 

so please take care on the day.  This one day of action is supporting the regular litter picking 

undertaken by our resident Steve Nevin employed by the Parish Council, who you may see 

around the village. If you do spot  him please say hello. 

Cllr Alastair Lawson 

 

 

 

Climate Change 

Climate change has become a focus for us all and now Normandy Parish Council has agreed 

to adopt the Friends of Earth campaign report ‘20 Actions Parish and Town Councils can take 

on the Climate and Nature Emergency’ and as a result have added our response to each point 

to tackle this global action which will be updated regularly. 

We are delighted that one of our residents, Philippa Mitchell, has agreed to be the council’s 

champion on this important subject and will be holding us to account. Please see her report in this publication for more 

details. 

Cllr Alastair Lawson 

Welcome our new Parish Councillor - Neil Aust 

My name is Neil Aust (pronounced “ost”, as in Australia).  My wife and I moved to Normandy in 2001 from Frimley; 

Normandy was obviously in our stars as we met in The Nightingale.  I am a farmer and agricultural contractor, with rented 

land in Normandy, Wanborough and Worplesdon that we use for sheep and hay.  Having been raised in Devon I have a 

love of the countryside and wildlife, and I care deeply about preserving both. 

mailto:ccsmarine@yahoo.co.uk
http://www2.guildford.gov.uk/publicaccess/search.do?action=simple&searchType=Application
http://www2.guildford.gov.uk/publicaccess/search.do?action=simple&searchType=Application
mailto:nag@normandyag.org.uk
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I love our village and would like to help to increase the community spirit and improve our local facilities whilst doing what I can for 

the environment, local habitat and wildlife. Poor driving and poor road conditions are pet peeves, so I volunteer on the 

Community Speedwatch Team (more volunteers needed, so if you have a spare couple of hours a month please get in touch) and 

I am also keen to get younger people involved in village projects (and ultimately the Parish Council), so anyone under 50 who has 

the odd spare weekend or evening, please make yourself known! 

Cllr Neil Aust 

The late Derek Lambert 

We are sad to announce the death of Derek Lambert who passed away on the 28
th
 November 2019 

aged 86. Derek was born in Harrow in 1933 and lived for most of his childhood in Wembley and for a 

short time in Gorleston-on-Sea where he was evacuated during the war. He was very active, loved 

fishing, swimming, cycling and speed skating at Wembley ice rink - during the cold winter of 1963 he 

skated on Shalford meadows, where the river had flooded and frozen over. After finishing school he 

qualified as an Electrical Engineer at British Thompson Houston where he met his wife of sixty years, 

Gillian (Gill) who also sadly died last year in March. Derek and Gill moved to Normandy in 1961 when 

Derek came to work for the Central Electricity Generating Board after they relocated to Guildford. They 

began Normandy life in Orchard Close when it was first built before moving to Mariners Drive in 1975. 

Derek and Gill both loved being part of the village and embraced village life, Gill was a founder 

member of the Christmas Pie WI and their two daughters attended Wyke Primary School. In his spare 

time, Derek taught swimming, was an advanced motorist and an active member of the MG owners club 

and as well as having a love of motorbikes and cars, also enjoyed playing golf at Puttenham Golf Club 

where he was a member for many years. After retiring, he worked as a volunteer visiting the elderly in Normandy and servicing 

their personal alarms. Derek spent much of the 1980’s on the Normandy Parish Council and became Chairman in 1983 until 

1987. During his tenure, the Parish Council steered many projects that shaped the Normandy we have today, these include the 

first Guy Fawkes Bonfire Night spectacle, building the tennis courts which were officially opened in 1986 by former women’s 

Wimbledon tennis champion, Virginia Wade, the recreation ground improvements and picnic area, the reinstatement and 

extension of the Silver Jubilee Path, the adoption of plans to reinstate the Normandy Village Pond and winning the 1985 ‘Best Kept 

Village’ award. Derek always maintained that the work achieved by the Parish Council during those four years wasn’t just down to 

him as chairman but also down to the work of Peter Blakiston, the Parish Clerk and the determination and dedication of a “good 

team” of members he had the pleasure of working with.  Derek and Gill Lambert will be sadly missed by Debra and Paula, their 

two daughters, and their four grandsons, James, Edward, Matthew and Alistair. 

Taking action on climate change 

I don’t know about you, but the rapidly changing climate and the impact that is 

already having on many parts of the world scares me a lot.  Sometimes so much as I 

feel that whatever action I might be able to take is such a small drop in the ocean to 

not have an impact. However, not taking any action is even worse.  In fact, doing 

something is very empowering and, for me, has reduced my fear; especially when I 

join with others in that action. I was thrilled when I went to a Normandy Parish 

Council meeting last year, as the NPC is taking Climate Change really seriously and 

has signed up to Friends of the Earth “20 Actions Parish and Town Councils can 

take on the Climate and Nature Emergency”.  They have already taken many steps 

and are very keen to do more.   

I will be sharing tips and home-based actions quarterly through The Villager and 

would love to hear from people around Normandy as to what they would like to 

know about, what they think would be great to do in the village and what their top 

tips are for Saving Humanity!    I will say from the off, I am not an expert!  However, 

I am passionate about the environmental cause, have worked in the field for many 

years and will aim to give the best ideas I can.  I am also part of a local Climate 

Action group that is on Nextdoor and Facebook – please search for Normandy 

Climate Action on both and with luck the group will pop up – do join us to take 

action at a personal and community level. 

Reducing the Car-bon Miles 

Living in Normandy, it is hard not to be reliant to some extent on the car.  Yes we 

have good buses to Guildford and Aldershot and the train is also good.  However, 

for many, it is hard to avoid taking the car to work, to take children to school and 

activities, for leisure and social life and for shopping.   



4 

The Villager 

Here are my Top 5 Tips to lighten your car-driving carbon footprint (and save you money):- 

1. Look into Lift Sharing if you go regularly to the same location that is impractical to get to by public transport (e.g. 

work).  There is a Surrey-wide website that could help you find a car share - https://liftshare.com/uk/community/

surrey.  Or is this something you feel we could get set up locally, perhaps using social media? 

2.  Lighten the car’s load.  Remove heavy items from the car if they are not needed as they increase the weight and thus 

  fuel consumption.  Roof-boxes and bars increase drag and also increase fuel consumption, so take these off when 

  you don’t need them. 

3.  Driving smoothly – no sharp breaking or accelerating – can really increase your MPG! Also keeping the speed down 

  – according to  the AA  Driving at 70mph uses up to 9% more than at 60mph and up to 15% more than at 50mph. 

  Taking it up to 80mph can use up to 25% more fuel than at 70mph. 

4.  If possible combine trips in the same direction, rather than doing multiple journeys. 

5.  Change up a gear when the revs hit about 2,000 as this also saves on fuel. 

I like to challenge myself to try and get a better MPG from each tank of fuel, so would love to hear your tips for getting 

more miles per gallon from your car!  For more information, please visit https://normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk/taking-action-on

-climate-change/. 

Philippa Mitchell 

 

 

St. Mark’s Hearing Aid Champions 

St. Mark’s Church, Wyke runs an NHS Hearing Aid Clinic on the first Saturday of each month 

from 10am to 11am in the Church Hall.  We can clean your hearing aids and ear moulds, 

replace the flexible tubes and supply your replacement batteries.  We can save you the trip to 

your hospital Audiology Department.  All you need to do is drop in with your Hearing Aid Book 

or Card – no appointment necessary.  Our clinics coincide with the St. Mark’s Monthly Mini 

Market and Coffee Shop where you can sample delicious home-made cakes. 

Vacancy Our small friendly team of volunteers has a vacancy for someone to become a 

Hearing Aid Champion volunteer.  Full training would be given by a local NHS Audiology 

Representative.  

To find out more please give Alan Pyzer a ring on 07906 812381. 

Derek Taylor Postie 

I heard some very sad news just before Christmas. Derek Taylor, who was a 

popular postman in Glaziers Lane, had passed away on 22
nd

 November 2019. 

He was a lovely gentleman, he was very kind and helpful and nothing was too 

much trouble. We very rarely missed a parcel on his watch, he knew exactly 

where to hide them and he would leave a little note. Derek was so popular on 

the day he retired some neighbours in Glaziers Lane got together to give him a 

farewell get together to say goodbye and wish him well in his retirement. It was 

held in Audrey Olly's garden, he was “kidnapped” whilst doing his last round 

and some nibbles etc. were laid on. He was very surprised but we are sure he 

enjoyed it. 

Audrey went to Derek's funeral, he was obviously a very popular man as the new 

Guildford Crematorium was full to overflowing.  He was with the Royal Mail for 47 years and we think retired Summer 

2007. 

Cllr Val Cheesman 

New PSCO - Nicky Car 

We have a new PCSO, PCSO 9088 Nicky Car,. She can be contacted on 07720 043971, or at, 

Nicky.Carr@surrey.pnn.police.uk. 

“Surrey Prepared” Communication Toolkit Website 

A Surrey County Council website focussing on emergency help has been created.  It is called the Surrey Prepared 

Communications Toolkit and for this time of year focuses on aspects of Utility Loss. 

Key messages include: 

 Signing up to Priority Registers 

 Help to Heat scheme 

 Emergency numbers for power cuts and gas leaks 

Please go to website surreycc.gov for more information or copy this link below. 

https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/people-and-community/emergency-planning-and-community-safety/emergency-planning/

prepare-for-emergencies. 

 

https://liftshare.com/uk/community/surrey
https://liftshare.com/uk/community/surrey
https://normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk/taking-action-on-climate-change/
https://normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk/taking-action-on-climate-change/
mailto:Nicky.Carr@surrey.pnn.police.uk
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/people-and-community/emergency-planning-and-community-safety/emergency-planning/prepare-for-emergencies
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/people-and-community/emergency-planning-and-community-safety/emergency-planning/prepare-for-emergencies
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Manor Fruit Farm Phase 2 (MFFP2) 

A fund raiser has been appointed and a project manager has been identified who will be appointed when the project is 'off the 

ground'. 

Cllr Alan Cheesman – Chairman MFFP2 

Normandy Wildlife Group - In tune with nature 

For our first talk of 2020, FNW members and friends were presented with a stunningly, colourful 

array of photos of all kinds of wildflowers and wildlife from in and around the local area and further 

afield.  Our speaker was John Negus, a RHS trained photojournalist who regularly contributes to the 

BBC Surrey/Sussex 'Dig It' gardening programme.  Not surprisingly he was very entertaining!  As well 

as showing us photos of all the different wildflowers, some familiar, some not so, he also told us where to look for them so we 

could plan at least a year’s worth of expeditions! 

The Return of the Peregrine - In February, we were fortunate to have Keith Betton return, Vice Chairman of the British Trust for 

Ornithology and Chairman of Hampshire Ornithological Society, tell us all about peregrine falcons.  He has been studying this 

once rare bird for almost 10 years and he describes how, nnow they are protected, they have returned to our skies (and to 

buildings like Export House in Woking!). These birds are designed to be a fast superior predator 

with speeds of up to 220mph!  Keith explained in the past the peregrine was only seen on 

hillsides, rough and wild places before World War II. The few we had along the south coast 

had to be shot during the war as their favourite dinner is pigeon and they were taking homing 

pigeons going to and from France with secret messages. Numbers slumped after the war due to 

pesticides. Numbers have slowly increased in the 1980/90’s due to their new safe nesting sites 

of cathedrals, quarry’s, pylons and even mobile dockside cranes in Southampton!  Numbers in 

the UK are about 2000 pairs now.  Check out what our local Woking Peregrines are doing on 

one of the 3 webcams at www.wokingperegrines.com its compulsive viewing! 

Spring Talk Programme - Monday 9 March - Nocturnal Animals by Dr Mike Berwick - Mike has been a volunteer wildlife 

rescuer and rehabilitator with the Wildlife Aid Foundation for 14 years. He will give an introduction to the work of Wildlife Aid 

and then focus on Britain's diverse nocturnal wildlife, some familiar, some less so!  He will seek 

to answer the questions - why are some animals nocturnal and how have they adapted to life in 

the dark. 

Monday 20th April – The Secret Life of Eels by Dr Kathy Hughes - Kathy is WWF's freshwater 

expert.  She will tell us all about the life history and cultural significance of these fascinating, 

elusive and often misunderstood fish. Talks start at 7.30 in St. Marks’ Church Hall with 

refreshments available from 7.15.  The evenings are very friendly and everyone is welcome. The 

cost is £2 (members), £3 (non-members), with children and students free.  If you find any wildlife in distress, our two local 

wildlife rescue centres are Harper Asprey (01344 623106) and Wildlife Aid (09061 800132). 

The FNW committee needs a new secretary - can you help? 

We are looking for a volunteer to join our organising committee as secretary.  We are a very friendly and informal 

group and all work together to develop ideas for talks, walks and related activities to help wildlife in the area. The role 

involves: taking brief notes at our committee meetings (about four times a year); keeping the membership list and 

contact details up to date;  circulating members with information about future FNW events; responding to emails in 

the FNW email box. You can find out more about what we do on our website at 

www.friendsofnormandywildlife.org.uk.  If you are interested please get in touch via fnwildlife@gmail.com 

I spy in Spring 

 Birds of prey are staking their claims for territory.  Look for buzzards, kestrels, sparrow hawks and maybe 

even a goshawk circling in the skies. 

 Hedgehogs are emerging from hibernation – check whether your garden is hedgehog friendly and per-

haps put out a ‘hedgehog house’ for them to sleep in!  

 Look out for solitary bees.  You can encourage them into your garden by providing a suitable home - 

either ready-made or make your own from a bundle of hollow canes.  

http://www.wokingperegrines.com
http://www.friendsofnormandywildlife.org.uk
mailto:fnwildlife@gmail.com
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Manor Fruit Farm 

The ISO container is now partially painted (to comply with 

the Planning Conditions) dark green, (yes I agree, that from 

a distance it looks black). Electricity is now connected, it 

took three months for SSE to get it right and a lot of work for 

Leslie, thank you Leslie. When the painting is finished (the 

hold up is that the ground is very wet), the Therapy Garden 

team will be planting the climbers. 

Apologies to the Archery and Bowls clubs for the spoil that 

was left near your clubs for so long. It was moved as soon 

as the weather conditions permitted.  An accident occurred 

on 18
th
 January when a car leaving the Bowls Club failed to 

stop or turn at the 'T' junction and drove into the swale on 

the other side of road; luckily no serious injuries occurred. 

The Parish Council discussed this and decided as adequate 

street lighting and white lining existed at the junction, no 

further signage or lights are required. 

Finally enjoy the spring, I have notice that the daffodils have started to open their sunny faces already. 

Val Cheesman - Chairman MFFWP 

 

Normandy Village Hall (NVH) 

Saving lives – Training Session Dates 

Someone who isn’t breathing will die in a few minutes if nobody takes action. If you know what to do, you can save lives. 

There is a Public Access Defibrillator beside Normandy Village Hall’s entrance opposite the main Manor Fruit Farm car 

park, and we also run free life saving training sessions.  Our training includes hands-on practice in restarting hearts 

manually using our “mini Annes”, familiarisation with defibrillator use, and how to put someone in the recovery position. 

The sessions are suitable for people who have never tried it before and those who want to refresh their skills.  The training 

is free but we do suggest a voluntary contribution of £3 towards the cost of consumables, including replacing the airways 

after each use.  Forthcoming dates: 

Thursday 19 March 09.30 to approx 11.30 

Saturday 25 April 14.30 to approx 16.30 

Tuesday 12 May 09.30 to approx 11.30 

If you would like to request a place at one of these sessions, please send me your email address and phone number with 

the date you wish to attend.  Email roshan.bailey@projectaction.co.uk or drop a note into the Normandy Village Hall letter 

box.   

Roshan Bailey - Chair, Normandy Village Hall 

 

The Therapy Garden – Growing Together 

The Therapy Garden is a beautiful two-acre site at the heart of the village of Normandy, Surrey. 

It is also a gardening and education charity that works to have a positive and significant impact 

on the lives of people facing challenges in life. Whether by giving a sense of purpose to children 

with special needs; by reducing the isolation of a young person living with autism or someone 

older living with dementia; by building confidence in adults recovering from a stroke, The 

Therapy Garden is a peaceful haven for young people and adults to learn, relax and socialise. 

The tranquil gardens have been designed with accessibility in mind, and include wheelchair 

friendly pathways alongside raised vegetable and flowerbeds. The Therapy Garden could not 

exist without their committed team of volunteers, who help with a range of activities, such as supporting students and clients 

with gardening activities, maintaining the garden, fundraising and administration support, and driving/chaperoning 

students/ clients in their own vehicle. This is a wonderful, rewarding charity, so if you would like to know more about 

volunteering, please contact Penny on 01483 813846, or email penny.walters@thetherapygarden.org .   Dates for your 

diary: The Therapy Gardens will be open to the public on 31
st
 May and 30

th
 August, as part of National Garden Scheme 

2020. It would be wonderful to see you then, if not before! 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:roshan.bailey@projectaction.co.uk
mailto:penny.walters@thetherapygarden.org
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Normandy Nightingales 

Meetings are held on the first Wednesday of every month at 7.30pm St Marks Church Hall, 

Normandy. All welcome - make new friends, learn new skills and help the community! 

2020 Programme of Meetings at Normandy Nightingales 

April - A mini master-class in mindfulness with Dr Mariette Jensen; May - Resolutions & 

Quiz; June - Pimms & Puds; July - flower arranging; August - summer trip TBC; September 

– Zumba Gold; October - Phyllis Tuckwell talk; November - AGM and Christmas crafting; 

December - Christmas Party! 

And it’s not just our monthly meetings... Why not join other members at the regular book 

club or at our craft club which is on the 3rd Wednesday of every month, and 

other social events outside of the monthly programme. We also support 

community events and raise money for a local charity each year. We 

welcome new club ideas, and support members to start new groups. 

Get in touch Email: normandynightingalesWI@gmail.com; Facebook 

@NormandyNightingalesWI. 

Come and join us for one of our meetings or get in touch to find out a little 

more about what we get up to! First 2 meetings are free.  

 

Normandy Historians 

Our programme of talks are held at Normandy Village Hall, GU3 2DD on the third Tuesday of the month commencing at 

8.00pm.  Everyone is welcome; a small charge is requested from visitors. The annual subscription including entry to all 

meetings during the calendar year is just £5 per person.  The talks and speakers arranged for the coming months of 2020 

are:   

Tuesday 17 March = Clandon Park - The Fire and Restoration.  Margaret Taylor from the National Trust will present this 

talk. 

Tuesday 21 April = The Therapy Garden, Normandy:  A talk to be given by Sally Wooding.    

Tuesday 19 May = The History of Place Names:  A talk by Tony Painter.   

Following a summer break the talks programme resumes in September.  Meanwhile visits are planned to the Therapy 

Garden on their Open Day on Sunday 31 May, and also to Clandon Park.  In February members of Normandy Historians 

heard a talk on The Mary Rose, the Tudor warship recovered from the Solent in 1982 and now preserved at Portsmouth 

Dockyard.  The talk was given by Margaret Shah, a volunteer guide with the Mary Rose Trust. Normandy - A Village 

History: This new talk compiled by Alan Norris covers the transition of Normandy over the past 150 years from several 

dispersed hamlets to the residential village today.  Alan is willing to present this talk to local organisations - please contact 

Normandy Historians as below for details.  

The 75th anniversary of VE Day will be marked by the Royal British Legion at an event for the children in Years 5/6 of Wyke 

Primary School on Thursday 7th May.  Normandy Historians have been invited to tell the children about memories of World 

War II and VE Day.  If you know of any residents of Normandy and nearby with memories of that period perhaps you could 

contact Normandy Historians? Information about Normandy Historians and the history of Normandy may be found on the 

website: http://www.normandyhistorians.co.uk/ . Enquiries to info@normandyhistorians.co.uk or phone 01252 315967. 



8 

The Villager 

The Armchair Gardener 

This guide refers to the brighter spring and early summer months of March, April and May. It is not intended to provide a list of 

everything that should be carried out in gardens, but instead gives tips as to some of what could be done and when. It will also 

be a handy reminder for any gardener, and something for fellow armchair enthusiasts to seriously ponder over. 

March - As we now have lighter nights with Spring arriving there’s lots to be done outside. The frequent sunny days provide the 

opportunity to carry out an increasing range of sowing, growing and other important garden jobs. As for the important armchair 

planning, now is the time to think about ordering seeds and plants for containers and hanging baskets, also ordering fruit trees 

for spring planting, dwarf fruit trees if space limited. Jobs to do or think about doing this month include, fertilising vegetable 

beds when soil is manageable, dig in a layer of compost, well-rotted manure or green waste. Use supports where needed for 

plants to grow through them. Protect new spring shoots from slugs, they love soft new growth. Plant shallots, onion sets and 

early potatoes. Plant summer flowering bulbs. Lightly fork into soil a slow release fertiliser to feed trees, shrubs and hedges. 

Move deciduous trees or shrubs. Prune and feed bush and climbing roses to encourage strong new growth. Prune winter-

flowering jasmine and trim winter-flowering heathers. Deadhead daffodils and allow foliage to die back naturally. Deadhead 

hydrangeas before new growth appears, cut back to about one third of last season’s growth. Weed and mulch asparagus beds. 

Top-dress containers with fresh compost, hoe and mulch weeds to keep them under control. Cover strawberries with a cloche 

for earlier fruiting. Mow the lawn if it needs it with the blades set higher than usual. 

Prepare soil for sowing lawn seed, allowing time to settle before sowing. Remove the 

green slimy stuff from patios, drives and paving either by scrubbing, poisoning with 

chemicals or more preferably whacking it with a jet washer. Keep feeding the birds as 

they will remain friends of the gardener by continually eating garden pests. 

April - Spring has sprung and with it, April showers. As the weather warms flowering 

trees start to bloom and there are plenty of tasks to be getting on with. Time now to 

think about the lawn and with indoor grown seeds well on the way the time has come 

for outdoor sowing. If you haven’t done so already, give your greenhouse a hot water 

soapy scrub to get rid of pests and let in more light. Move evergreen shrubs and trees 

now as long as the soil isn’t frozen or waterlogged. Feed trees, shrubs, hedges and 

particularly roses with a suitable fertiliser lightly forked in. Deadhead daffodils and tulips 

after flowering has finished, leave the remaining foliage to die back naturally. Remove 

all weeds from vegetable seed beds, dig a good layer of compost into beds. Sow lawn 

seed on a firm, level well prepared soil, kept moist while seeds germinate. If a ready-

made lawn is what you prefer then turf is the answer, lay and keep it moist until 

established. Repair any bare patches with either seed or turf. Pick a dry day to brush 

away worm casts. Top dress containers with fresh compost replacing the top 5 cm of old 

stuff with new. Keep on with the weeding and top up bird baths and feeders.  

May - days are getting longer and warmer, as the bulbs fade and herbaceous borders start growing, it’s clear to see that 

summer is on its way, There is plenty to do this month getting ready for summer and completing tasks that should have been 

done last month. Jobs to do or think about doing include sowing and planting out bedding plants, tidying up spring plants, 

planting out summer flowers and start planning or thinking about Autumn. Don’t be fooled by the milder weather into thinking 

we have seen the end of the frosts, we can have a sharp frost at this time of the year damaging tender plants and completely 

ruining the buds on wisteria, protect with garden netting. Plant out summer bedding towards the end of the month. Regularly 

hoe off weeds. Check for nesting birds before clipping evergreen hedges. Apply lawn weed killer and lower mower blades to 

their usual summer cutting height. Open greenhouse vents and doors on hot days. Using a good quality compost plant out 

hanging baskets, protect them under cover from late frosts. Dead stems from early flowering clematis to be pruned out. Tie-in 

climbing and rambling roses horizontally to encourage more flowers 

and sweet peas vertically to encouraging them to climb. Feed and 

water container plants and supplement with liquid feed every four 

weeks. Look out for the dreaded blackspot on roses, at first sign 

treat with a systemic fungicide.  

Having written all of the above, I can again see a number of things 

that perhaps I should have done last year but didn’t, so this year 

perhaps I will make amends. But as before, not wishing to be too 

hasty I will give it some serious thought first. 

Cllr. Geoff Doven 
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The Villager 

The Normandy Action Group (NAG) 

We are a local village association run by residents who care about our community and who wish to protect its special 

character and its amenities. Join our free mailing list and become better informed about local issues. Don’t wait until 

something you don’t like starts happening on your back doorstep! 

The three applications for Judicial Review (JR) of the Guildford Local Plan were rejected by the judge at the beginning of 

December. One of the appellants (Ockham Parish Council) has decided to appeal. Meanwhile Guildford Borough Council 

has started public consultation on aspects of Plan implementation; much of this will be of relevance to us in Normandy. 

In the meantime the application to build 28 dwellings at The Elms Centre (to the east of Glaziers Lane just south of the 

stream) has been approved. This is on ‘previously developed land’ within the Green Belt and will constitute the largest 

development within Normandy for many years. At the same time the application for permission to build two houses on 

garden land within the Flexford settlement area has been turned down. It is fair to say that local opinion was divided about 

both these developments.   

However there is less ambivalence concerning the Area of Great Landscape Value at Wanborough Fields, bordering on the 

Surrey Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. This land was previously owned by a large estate but then sold off to a 

‘land bank’, which parcelled it up into small plots and marketed it as having housing development potential, despite the 

sensitivity of the site. It is a constant battle to safeguard this location against a series of inappropriate planning 

applications, some retrospective. Even when Enforcement Notices are served it is a long process to secure the removal of, 

for example, the fencing and sheds in the smaller field off Westwood Lane before the sharp left-hand bend. As this all 

happens outside Normandy Parish the applications do not come to our own Planning Committee, but Normandy residents 

have been very supportive of our neighbours in Wanborough in opposing these applications. We all have an interest in 

preserving the special nature of this place. 

If you wish to be kept up-to-date with these and other local planning matters, please visit the NAG website at http://

www.normandyag.org.uk/join-us and complete the form there so we can place you on our mailing list.  

Mike Aaronson – Chair, NAG Steering Committee 

What’s happening - The Normandy Community Shop & Café 

www.facebook.com/normandyshop  

As we are busy planning and setting up The Normandy Community Shop & Café (yes, we are 

planning a shop and a café), we realised there are lots of updates that we would like to share with 

you. 

We are now set up as a company (Community Benefit Society/CBS) and have appointed a 

Management Committee, supported by a group of enthusiastic villagers who contribute, advise 

and provide feedback - the Community Forum.  The team have been meeting regularly and have set up several work 

groups to enable us to focus on the different areas of the business. Teams have been working on the following areas: 

 Location and premises:  research, evaluation, proposals, selection 

 Business planning: set-up costs, budgeting  

 Communication planning 

 Retail, services and café, research and product selection  

 Fundraising, including grants, community shares, sponsors and events 

 Legal, Financial and IT support structures 

Our vision - The Normandy Community Shop & Café 

The Normandy Community Shop & Café will be a purpose-built shop, owned by the community, run by the community, for 

the benefit of the community. The shop will be a modern, beautiful and ecologically friendly focal point for the village, 

showcasing local produce alongside everyday items to cater for day to day needs as well as the odd treat. The shop will not 

try to compete with supermarkets but will offer fresh local goods as well as some store cupboard staples. Providing essential 

purchases and services will help avoid longer journeys out of the area thereby saving time and fuel. As we move forward 

with the planning and talk with suppliers and service providers, we will regularly share our progress with you.  Ultimately, 

The Normandy Shop & Café  will encourage a community spirit and create a busy hub for everyone. Helping those who 

are less mobile and those who lead busy lives offering useful produce and services and connecting people, who have time 

to volunteer, run social activities and maybe simply make new friends. 

Our aim is to be open to customers by Autumn 2021. 

Location and structure of The Normandy Shop & Café  

We are currently considering two locations, both of which are close to the junction of Glaziers Lane and Guildford Road. 

We expect to decide the exact location within the next few weeks and will keep you informed. We are looking at a ‘log-

cabin-style’ prefabricated structure that is sympathetic to the local green environment, offering enough space for both the 

produce and café area with additional outside space to sit. 

http://www.facebook.com/normandyshop
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The Villager 

How can you become involved? 

Community Shares 

As a Community venture we want to make sure everyone has the opportunity to contribute and will be offering the opportunity 

to buy shares in the shop & cafe. This will give you the ability as a member to guide the way the business is run and allow you 

to become a member of the committee if you wish. We will run 

annual meetings of the membership to feedback on performance, to 

guide the business and to elect the officers of the Management 

Committee. We will be providing more information on share 

ownership over the coming months. We will also be approaching 

local and national funding organisations to allow them also to 

contribute to the shop and café. 

Work groups 

We would welcome support and participation in any of the work 

groups, so if you have related skills in any of the areas mentioned 

above, please contact us via the email given below.  

Fundraising events 

This year we our planning to run a summer event and have been offered the option to take over the 31
st
 August date, so we will 

be running the first ever Normandy Community Show! This exciting summer event will provide a showcase for our partners and 

suppliers who will be offering their produce and services when the shop opens.  The event will take place on Manor Fruit Farm 

and the Village Hall. We expect to continue with the Dog Show and other businesses who have participated in the Village Fete 

over the years.  As usual volunteers to support the event will be key and we will be looking to talk to as many people as possible 

to set up event work groups, over the coming weeks. To make the Normandy Community Show successful we will be preparing 

all kinds of announcements and working with businesses, clubs and the community to make this a great day out for all and a 

successful fundraising event for The Normandy Community Shop & Café. 

As well as our main event of the year we are going to organise a Community Quiz, so watch out for more information on that. 

Connecting with the community 

Our Facebook page is now LIVE, on this we will share announcements and information, which we encourage you to share with 

your friends, neighbours and family.  

www.facebook.com/normandyshop 

We will also provide updates on Nextdoor, and we are in the 

process of setting up our website, which will be at 

www.normandyshop.co.uk; this is where you will be able to find 

more detail on the shop and café and the products and services that 

will be available. It all takes time to organise, but each step is 

exciting and a step closer to having our own community shop, 

together we can make it reality. Throughout the project, we will be 

holding ‘Community Forum’ meetings beginning in early March. If 

you would like to participate in the development of the shop and 

café, please let us know and come along. The next Community 

Forum is on 19th March in the upstairs meeting room at Normandy 

Village Hall at 7:30pm. If you would like to participate in the 

development of the shop and café, please let us know. We already 

have an active group of forum members, but it would be great to 

see as many faces as possible. Our meetings are full of information and give you the opportunity to feedback and influence the 

plans, so even if you join us for part of the meeting you are very welcome. If you would like to join one of these meetings, 

please email committee@normandyshop.co.uk or watch out for the dates and times of our Forum meetings on our Facebook 

page.  

The Normandy Shop and Café Management Committee Fairlands Practice Patient Participation Group 

Save a Date in Your Diary 

Mental Health & Loneliness Event 

Are you experiencing Anxiety, Stress, Depression, Loneliness? 

Does life seem to be getting you down? Then our event 

maybe just the help you need. Come along and join us on 

Tuesday, 19th May 2020 doors open at 12 noon until 8.00pm  

at the Fairlands Community Centre GU3 3NA  

All age groups welcome to drop in anytime  

More information will be published nearer the time 

http://www.facebook.com/normandyshop/
http://www.normandyshop.co.uk
mailto:committee@normandyshop.co.uk
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For Your Diary   Normandy Parish Council Meetings 

The Villager 

Here are some of the ways the NPC can keep in touch and you can respond back. Some are traditional means of 

communication like this publication and the village notice boards. We have added more online channels so we can reach you 

more easily, quickly and more comprehensively. 

Please send any email request through to the Parish Clerk Leslie.clarke@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

 On our NPC website you can find council minutes, agendas and other useful information http://

 normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk/ 

 

 We have Facebook pages for the Village Bonfire and Manor Fruit Farm. 

 https://www.facebook.com/NormandyBonfire/    https://www.facebook.com/ManorFruitFarm/ 

 

 Please follow our tweets on events and general updates about our village @normandyparish to follow 

 search for normandypc 

 

 Nextdoor is the best way to stay informed about what’s going on in your neighbourhood https://

 nextdoor.co.uk/ 

 

Keeping You In Touch 

Council Meetings    Planning Meetings 

25th March     25th March 

29th April     15th & 29th April 

27th May     13th & 27th May 

Other: MFFWP: 15th April, LMWP: 15th July, MFFP2WP: 10th June, Flood Forum: tbc. 

Annual Assembly: 13th May, AGM: 6th May.      

Please visit www.normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk for further meeting dates. 

Farewell to the Duke of Normandy 

I expect like me you are all happy to see that the Duke has been demolished as it had 

become an eyesore for sometime and looking very sad.  While many believe the village 

of Normandy to be named after the Duke of Normandy pub, this seems unlikely 

because Normandy is referred to in deeds and maps as early as 1608. In 1841 the 

site, where the pub now stands, was a green field. By 1855 the pub was established as 

the Duke of Normandy and was leased to Thomas Taunton, the Guildford brewer and it 

was fully licensed before 1869. Taunton's brewery and public houses were taken over 

by Friary in1874 and the pattern of company ownership was established. In 1991 Friary 

Meux sold the Duke of Normandy to Greene King Plc. In July 2012 the pub finally 

closed.  In the '60s, '70s and early '80s the Duke was the hub of the Village, it was 

always packed, mostly by young people that lived in the Village or near by. Everyone 

knew everyone, very rarely did we see a stranger. My sister in-law's parents were tenants 

at one point in the late '60s. Happy days! Oh, by the way I met Alan there! 

Cllr Val Cheeseman 

mailto:leslie.clarke@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk?subject=Leslie%20Clarke
http://normandyparishcouncil.co.uk/
http://normandyparishcouncil.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/NormandyBonfire/
https://www.facebook.com/ManorFruitFarm/
http://www.normandyparishcouncil.co.uk
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Advertising 

If you would like to advertise in The Villager, please contact Leslie Clarke on 01483 811108 or email 

leslie.clarke@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk. The publication goes out four times a year in March, June, September and 

December. Cost to advertise for a year is £50 or £15 a publication.  Your advert is also placed on the Parish Council website 

for a year. 

Your Parish Council 

Alan Cheesman 

Parish Council Chairman 

Chair MFFP2WP 

Chair Remuneration Committee 

Val Cheesman 

Chair MFFWP 

Peter Palmer Geoff Doven 

Chair LMWP 

David Simmons 

Parish Council Vice Chairman 

The Villager 

Parish Clerk - Lt Col Leslie G A Clarke 

H: 01483 811108 M: 07809 331 080 or Email:  

Leslie.clarke@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk  Website: http://www.normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk       

Editor: Anna Beuden 01483 811055 or Email: anna.beuden@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk             Printed by: Printways 

Contact Us: 

alan.cheesman@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk       

val.cheesman@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

peter.palmer@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

alastair.lawson@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

david.simmons@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk  

geoff.doven@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

bob.hutton@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

margaret.amos@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

KEY 

* LMWP - Land Management 

Working Party 

*  MFFWP - Manor Fruit Farm 

Working Party 

*  MFFP2D - Manor Fruit Farm 

Phase Two Development 

* MFFP2WP - Manor Fruit 

Farm Phase Two Working Party 

Bob Hutton 

Chair Village Survey WP 

Highways Responsibilities 

Alastair Lawson 

Chair Planning 

Communications Officer 

 
 

SCC: keithwitham1@hotmail.co.uk 

(www.facebook.com/keithwitham1)  

GBC: davidbilbe@aol.com 

david.bilbe@guildford.gov.uk  

Neil Aust 

http://www.facebook.com/keithwitham1
mailto:david.bilbe@guildford.gov.uk

