
 

External auditor report 2019/20 On 29 November 2020 (In Black as received from Auditor) 

The NPC response in red 

 We issued a report detailing the results of our limited assurance review of Sections 1 and 2 of this 

authority’s Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2020. 

We explained that we were unable to certify completion of the review at that time. We are now in a 

position to certify completion of the review. 

 The external auditor report given in Section 3 of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return 

requires amendments as follows: 

 Except for the matters reported below, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual 

Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 

of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our 

attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not 

been met. 

 The smaller authority has disclosed that it made proper provision during the year 2019/20 for the 

exercise of public rights, by answering ‘Yes’ to Section 1, Assertion 4. However, as was reported 

last year, we are aware that it failed to do this and therefore should have answered ‘No’ to this 

assertion. 

 It has also disclosed that it took appropriate action on all matters raised in reports from internal and 

external audit, by answering ‘Yes’ to Section 1, Assertion 7, which, on the basis of the above, is not 

correct. 

The AGAR has not been signed in accordance with the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015: • 

Section 2 was not signed by the Responsible Finance Officer. The AGAR was not accurately 

completed before submission for review.: 

• The figure in Section 2, Box 9 of the prior year comparative column do not agree to the prior year 

final signed AGAR. The clerk has confirmed the figure in Box 9 for 2018/19 should read £346,870. 

 Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority: 

We note that the smaller authority did not comply with Regulation 15 of the Accounts and Audit 

Regulations 2015 as amended by SI 2020/404 the Accounts and Audit (Coronavirus) (Amendment) 

Regulations 2020 as it failed to make proper provision during the year 2020/21 for the exercise of 

public rights, since the approval date was the same date as the start of the period for the exercise of 

public rights, the notice regarding the period for the exercise of public rights was not published 

before the start of the period and correct information was not published on a website as well as a 

noticeboard. As a result, the smaller authority must answer ‘No’ to Assertion 4 of the Annual 

Governance Statement for 2020/21 and ensure that it makes proper provision for the exercise of 

public rights during 2021/22. 

 In the completion of the Annual Internal Audit Report, and their detailed report, the internal auditor 

has drawn attention to significant weaknesses in relation to: 

 

Invoices, New Asst. Clerk. The problem was realised prior to the internal audit and was still being 

resolved at the time of the audit. The new Asst. Clerk has been appraised of the requirement to use 

invoices not statements to pay invoices. A check of the cash-book is carried out monthly by a Cllr. 

the Asst. Clerk is then informed of any errors, once the Asst. Clerk has rectified the errors a second 

check will be carried out by a Cllr. The error should not occur again. 

To ensure that the VAT returns are correct a reconciliation of the total VAT reclaimed via the VAT 

returns is carried out against the total VAT included in the spreadsheet. 

 

Salary payments, This was a clerical error by the Bank and was corrected prior to this report. The 

previous Asst. Clerk was paid twice in Dec. 2019, this was a Bankers error. She was asked to refund 

the money but forgot to do so. The money has now been refunded. She apologised for the delay. 

 

The asset register This was being updated at the time of audit, it has now been uploaded to the PC 

website. One item was missing from the asset register. A trailer was purchased during the financial 



 

year. This has now been added to the register. 

 

The provision for the exercise of public rights. This is now uploaded to the PC website at the same 

time as the external audit. A notice of the public rights for accounts was displayed on all NPC notice 

boards. 

 

 The smaller authority must ensure that action is taken to address these areas of weakness in a 

timely manner. These items have been dealt with at the first available opportunity 

 

The main reason for these very minor errors has been Covid 19 which has made communication 

very difficult. 

 

 External auditor certificate 2019/20 We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 

and 2 of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under 

the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31 March 2020. 


