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Life for Normandy has changed a lot since I wrote my welcome in the last Villager.  

 

Coronavirus has impacted on all of us in so many ways and for the Parish Council too. 

Planned activities had to be cancelled at short notice including the Great British Litter 

Pick Day on 5th April and the VE Day commemoration on 8th May.  

 

We have worried about those vulnerable residents in our community, not being able to 

travel to see our families and friends, and people having to self-isolate. 

 

But there are some positive things emerging. There is an increased sense of community 

spirit, with lots of neighbours now meeting and talking (at a distance) especially on 

Thursday evenings when we all emerge to thank the NHS and key workers. The NPC set 

up a local volunteer network which is here to help anyone and everyone in need (see 

article inside). I have also noticed many more villagers walking and cycling the roads 

and footpaths of Normandy; I hope at this slower pace people are noticing how wonderful Normandy Village is.  With less traffic 

there is reduced light, noise and air pollution, which allows us all to hear and see all nature has to offer. How great it is to hear 

many more birds singing, especially early in the mornings - a cacophony of sound.  

 

Let’s hope this is over soon and people will come out the other side more community spirited and appreciative of what we have. 

This period has given all of us a new-found appreciation for the moments in-between the 

suffering, much kindness is practised in a way it wasn't before.  

 

It is my pleasure to inform you that Roger Sage has received the Guildford 'Mayors Award' for 

his work in supporting village activities (see article inside).   

 

With council rubbish tips closed there has been a noticeable increase in fly tipping in the 

village. If anyone witnesses this first-hand, please report it to the Parish Clerk (details on back 

page). It would be very helpful if you had pictures or registration numbers, and maybe a photo 

of the perpetrator but please do not put yourselves in any danger to get them.  

There are all sorts of incidents that occur around Normandy day to day like Traffic (e.g. road 

accidents, near misses), Crime (burglary, theft, warnings, litter, fly-tipping) or Anti-social 

Behaviour (in all its forms).  Normandy Parish Council would like information on these incidents 

that occur in our village so that they can be used to inform other residents and the relevant 

authorities to be able take action to prevent recurrence of the incidents.  Please add any you 

have witnessed to our online Report-it listing - https://normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk/incident-

reporting/. 

 

We have a vacancy for a new councillor. If you are interested in finding out more information, please contact Leslie Clarke our 

Parish Clerk (contact details on back page). Being a councillor is interesting and informative covering all aspects of our village 

life. Please join us and help shape our village’s future. 

Alan Cheesman 

Welcome 
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Surrey celebrates 75th anniversary of Victory in Europe (VE Day) 1945 

On the 7
th
 May 1945 Germany surrendered after six long painful years of war and the 8

th
 was declared Victory in Europe or VE 

Day. Celebrations were widespread throughout Britain with thanksgiving services, street parties, dancing  and bonfires. It was a 

day to be remembered but tinged with sadness  for there was a realisation that many men and women were not yet home from 

various fighting fronts and the Japanese had still to be conquered. Above all, there were thousands throughout the country who 

would not return. 

Sadly the Parish Councils planned celebrations of the 75
th
 anniversary could not happen because of the Coronavirus that has 

swept the country. But some street parties went ahead (obeying the distancing rules) organised by the residents. See pictures 

below. 
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Normandy Volunteer Network 

At times like this you really value the community spirit in Normandy.  The news that COVID-19 was spreading nationally 

came as a shock to everyone, so the two main village community bodies, the Parish Council and St Mark’s Church, met on 

16 March to discuss a joint response to this threat. 

We were concerned about the impact of this virulent virus on those living in Normandy and wanted to reach out to our whole 

community to see what can be done to support those with a 

variety of needs and aware that most of our 3,500 residents will 

be affected in one way or another.  We agreed that 

coordinating this support would be best to ensure everyone felt 

they have a helpline if it was needed - either practical or 

spiritual.  Therefore, we setup an easy way to do this - one point 

of contact that acted as a safe way of linking a need with 

support. 

Also we agreed to adapt the information in the March edition of 

the St Mark’s Parish Magazine, that’s a free copy for all 

households in that month. Focussing on useful info on the 

emerging virus it was designed and printed quickly but lock-

down was declared the day that it was ready for distribution. As 

early medical guidance suggested that delivering leaflets to 

households could cause the virus to spread we unfortunately 

only managed to reach half the 1,500 residences. 

The request in that document for volunteers was very successful and we had over 70 residents offering a variety of services 

and skills to those in need. A great response and thanks to those that did whether they were called on to help or not. There 

would have been of course many people individually helping out families, friends or neighbours which is what community is 

all about.  Our promotion of NextDoor.com the online community website to deliver local communication appears to have 

paid off, as we have 30% of Normandy households on it and there was messages offering practical support from residents. 

Most requests we had were for shopping, collecting prescriptions and others like gardening. What I tried to do was ‘buddy-

up’ a request with a geographically nearby volunteer and am pleased to say the help given continued beyond the original 

request and new friendships made.  One stalwart volunteer I would like to mention is Steve Naylor on Surrey Hills Park. He 

has been spending his day supporting 8 homes in his neighbourhood. Truly public spirited - a big thank you from the parish. 

I do have to mention one piece of drama. I had a message about a Normandy resident in her 90s from a concerned 

daughter who lived in Sussex. She was told by her mother’s neighbour that she had collapsed in the garden and then 

couldn’t get hold of her to confirm she is ok. Rather than her driving all the way over - I said someone would pop in to check 

on her. I popped in, wearing appropriate PPE of course, and found her standing up dusting herself off.  

‘Are you ok?’ I asked ‘I believe you collapsed in your garden’. She looked confused and said ‘No, I am ok. I thought I would 

lie down to enjoy the sunshine. I then couldn’t get back up straight away, but managed to now’. A much relieved daughter!  

We are comforted that neighbours are looking out for each other like this.  So at the time of writing, we still can’t pop round 

to see family or friends as we normally would, so can you please just check up on those vulnerable neighbours you know of, 

or encourage other more local residents to do so. Just a call can go down well. Many of those older neighbours are either 

too proud to ask for assistance or believe that they can just cope themselves. As one villager said, when I told her at 90 she 

is sadly too vulnerable to be on the Normandy Volunteer list, ‘I thought so, but my spirit is willing’.  We also asked for 

donations, as we were concerned early on that essential items would be hard to get as the lockdown went on and originally 

the official food parcels from the council hadn’t been planned. The non-perishable goods have been stored in the NPC 

container on MFF and thanks to Sophie Brown for volunteering to manage this for the NPC. We aren’t sure if we need to dip 

into this  Those more perishable items have been redirected to a very grateful Japonica Court old people’s home in Ash. 

Thanks to all for caring about your community. 

Cllr Alastair Lawson  
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A few Cleaning tips which will not damage our planet and our 

health 

The Bathroom 

Dab vinegar on a cloth and shine up the taps, then wrap toilet roll around 

the base and douse it in vinegar. After a few minutes whip the toilet roll 

away and “ta-da” the gunk that was there before has vanished. 

More magic tricks: Shower heads can be cleaned of lime scale deposits 

with a solution of vinegar and water. The washing machine should be 

cleaned regularly with white vinegar and baking soda to keep it running 

efficiently (and green). A brick should go into the lavatory tank to save 

water when we flush. Finally in the bathroom to brighten grubby tiles and grout, sprinkle baking soda onto the tiles along 

with some water, scrub with a cloth, this does require some muscle, but standing back and admiring the shining tiles will 

make you feel elated. (It does not take a lot to elate me as you have guessed). 

Kitchen 

Drains can be cleaned by pouring in a little (you've guessed it) baking soda and neat vinegar then watching it fizz and 

clean. 

Putting half a lemon in a bowl of water, then zapping it for 45 seconds will make a microwave infinitely easier to clean. 

Magic touch for silver: line a casserole dish with tin foil then shake baking soda and cream of tartar over your tarnished 

cutlery before pouring boiling water over the lot, there will be a fizz and a bubble, the cutlery will be sparkling when you 

remove it. 

Remember this is to help preserve our planet for the next generation. 

Cllr Val Cheesman 

Planning 

Understandably it’s been very quiet on receiving planning applications. We moved to a paper-free planning process quite a 

while ago, but never expected it would extend to fully digital process. The few requests received have been discussed via 

email, a very different way of looking at the information available online and then been sharing our comments for review.  

I have been adding the details of applications back onto NextDoor now 

after a short break, to allow those living locally to the property to give their 

feedback to GBC as usual. 

Cllr Alastair Lawson - Chairman, Planning 

The Normandy Action Group (NAG) 

We are a local village association run by residents who care about our community and who wish to protect its special 

character and its amenities. Join our free mailing list and become better informed about local issues. Don’t wait until 

something you don’t like starts happening on your back doorstep! 

Lockdown means there is little happening on the planning front, although just before it came into effect Guildford Borough 

Council’s Planning Committee did consider the application for the establishment of a horticultural business at the corner of 

Westwood Lane where it joins Wanborough Fields. The proposed tree nursery includes a high level of development, 

namely, a barn, two shade tunnels, a large area of hard standing, parking for four vehicles, water tanks, a pump house, a 

generator and various tractors and materials handling equipment. This went to the Committee because there were more 

than 20 public objections to the proposal – in fact 26, all strongly objecting. To their credit the Councillors decided not to 

accept the recommendation of their own Officers that the application be approved but instead to pay a visit to the site to 

make up their own minds whether this development should go ahead or not. Up until now this has not been possible, so 

the application remains in limbo. 

Further good news from Wanborough Fields is that the Council has refused the grant of a Certificate of Lawfulness to sink 

a bore hole on a plot in the lower field alongside Westwood Lane. The Council found that this would not have been lawful 

and would therefore have been liable to enforcement action. This means that planning permission would have to be sought 

by the landowner should they decide to go ahead with their proposal. However the lockdown has not prevented land 

agents from continuing to market individual plots in this Area of Great Landscape Value. This underlines the importance of 

the long-promised review of the Surrey Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, with the hope that it would give added 

protection to Wanborough Fields.  

A further concern relates to future public access to the Ministry of Defence land at Ash Ranges. A public consultation was 

promised, but the trail has gone cold. Meanwhile new restrictions have been imposed as part of lockdown procedures. 

If you wish to be kept up-to-date with these and other local planning matters, please visit the NAG website at http://

www.normandyag.org.uk/join-us and complete the form there so we can place you on our mailing list.  

Mike Aaronson – Chair, NAG Steering Committee 
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Normandy Wildlife Group - Inspired by wildlife 

FNW finished our season before ‘lockdown’ with an inspiring talk by Dr Mike Berwick, a volunteer for 

fifteen years with Wildlife Aid of Leatherhead.  He covered two topics - wildlife rescue and nocturnal 

animals.  He explained that for many years, treating injured wildlife was partly done by guesswork as 

vets were not normally trained in wildlife biology. Now, however, vets come to the centre to learn how 

to treat our native wild animals, and in turn pass their knowledge on to other interested vets. Mike presented pictures of injured 

or abandoned young animals and showed how they are treated in the Wildlife Aid hospital.  For example, abandoned baby 

hedgehogs have tiny stomachs so need frequent feeding with a dropper including throughout the night!  

For the second half of his talk Mike focussed on animals who come out at dusk, dawn or at night, with night-time webcam 

footage from his garden, showing a feeding hedgehog seeing off a fox! 

It was a pleasure listening to such a dedicated and enthusiastic supporter of wildlife. He finished his talk by urging us all to 

practice Wildlife Aid's new action called iDot, https://idot-waf.org.uk/.  This asks people to ‘do one small action’ (or more) every 

day to benefit wildlife and the natural world.  We thought that was a good message for us all! 

Future plans 

Sadly, coronavirus has curtailed our activities for the immediate future so we had to cancel our April talk on ‘The Secret Life of 

Eels’ by Dr Kathy Hughes, but we hope to reschedule this and organise other topics later in the year once we are out of 

lockdown. Meanwhile there are plenty of opportunities for watching wildlife in our gardens or on our daily outings for exercise.  

Also you could take time to visit our website at www.friendsofnormandywildlife.org.uk which has lots of fascinating facts and 

figures about wildlife generally.  Don’t forget to let us know of your wildlife sightings in and around the village.  Our contact 

email is: fnwildlife@gmail.com.   If you find any wildlife in distress, our two local wildlife rescue centres are Harper Asprey 

(01344 623106) and Wildlife Aid (09061 800132). 

 

Looking out from lockdown….. 

  Check out what our local Woking Peregrines are doing on one of the three webcams at 

 www.wokingperegrines.com.  It is compulsive viewing! 

  Why not take your daily exercise walk past the Village Hall to see the nest boxes we have put up under 

 the eaves to encourage swifts to come and live in our village.  Let us know if you see any flying around 

 the area and, better still, taking up residence. 

   How about setting yourself a challenge such as getting to grips with identifying the bumble bees in your 

 garden. The Field Studies Council has an excellent little illustrated guide to bees available from  

 www.field-studies-council.org/publications. Guides to other animals and birds are also available from 

 the website. 

 

Swift boxes on 

Normandy 

Village Hall 

Photo credit: 

RSPB 

Bumblebee – 

but which 

species? 

Normandy Historians 

The Normandy Historians' programme of talks have been suspended since March due to the Coronavirus pandemic and the 

closure of Normandy Village Hall.   We hope to resume our talks meetings in September.   Information about Normandy 

Historians and the history of Normandy can be found on their website: http://www.normandyhistorians.co.uk/.  The 

website has interesting press reports about life and events in Normandy during the first half of the 20th century.   The books 

published by Normandy Historians on Normandy Park and Henley Park, and also the CD of the book 'A Century of Normandy 

in Surrey' can be purchased via the on-line shop.  If you live in Normandy please contact us by e-mail or phone as it may be 

possible to arrange a direct delivery.   Enquiries to info@normandyhistorians.co.uk or phone 01252 315967. 

 

 

https://idot-waf.org.uk/
mailto:fnwildlife@gmail.com
http://www.wokingperegrines.com/
http://www.field-studies-council.org/publications
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Bonfire Etiquette 

I’m sure we all enjoy fine weather and sitting outside in our gardens listening to the sound of the birds. But how do we feel 

about that cloud of bonfire smoke wafting over our terrace just 

as we settle down in our favourite deckchair or when we have 

just hung out the washing? It’s a sensitive topic, but here are 

some suggestions for a common code of etiquette that I suggest 

would make life more agreeable for all. (By the way, I like a 

good bonfire at the right time as much as anyone else!) 

  Only burn what can’t be recycled, composted, used as 

 mulch, etc. Help save the planet! 

  Absolutely don’t burn materials such as painted wood, 

 rubber, petroleum products, which give off toxic fumes 

 and create a health hazard – apart from anything else 

 it’s against the law. 

  Save material for burning as long as possible so it dries 

 out and burns more quickly with less smoke. Burn 

 material In batches – don’t try to burn green material as 

 soon as you cut it. 

  When you do light a bonfire, think about wind direction – think about the neighbours!  For example it’s not kind to 

 light a bonfire on a warm evening when others may have their windows open. Don’t light up when air quality is 

 already poor. 

  Try to avoid lighting fires in months without an ‘r’ in them, i.e. from May through August, or at least try to keep 

 them to an absolute minimum during the summer months.  

  Don’t light up at any time of year in an extended dry period when there is a fire hazard; sparks can fly a long way.  

There is no law against lighting bonfires, but there are laws under the Clean Air Act 1993 for the nuisance they can cause. 

You can be fined up to £5000 if you don’t follow the rules. Details here: https://www.gov.uk/garden-bonfires-rules  

Burning toxic waste is illegal under the Environment Protection Act 1990; details here: https://

environmentalp.wpengine.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Garden-

Bonfires.pdf. And if someone is being unreasonable and you feel you have 

no choice but to report a bonfire you can do so via the Guildford Borough 

Council website here: https://www.guildford.gov.uk/article/18341/Bonfires-

and-smoke.  Let’s hope it doesn’t come to that and we can all enjoy the 

summer together! 

Mike Aaronson 

Normandy Village Hall (NVH) 

Sadly, at the time of writing, Normandy Village Hall is temporarily closed 

due to coronavirus precautions.  However, we have been using the time to 

bring forward various planned maintenance jobs including those which 

cannot be done when the building is in use – for instance, both hall floors 

have been sanded and treated, and the ceiling lights are being fully 

refurbished.  Jon has also been busy with a whole range of minor tweaks 

and repairs and has also been preparing cabling for various changes we 

are planning, as well as keeping the hedges and grass neat and tidy.  If you 

look up at the NE corner of the Village Hall you will see the nesting boxes 

that Jon has erected for Friends of Normandy Wildlife, complete with sounds 

to attract swifts.  We will let users know as soon as we are able to reopen, 

and any changes there are to our terms and conditions while precautions 

continue to be necessary e.g. maximum numbers of users.   

Our lifesaving classes have also been suspended for the time being, but you 

and your family can still learn and practise at home. The Resuscitation 

Council has a virtual reality simulation exercise as three young people are faced with a life-or-death situation. You control 

their movements to make crucial decisions and learn essential life-saving skills https://www.resus.org.uk/apps/lifesaver-vr.   

Also, you can use a firm sofa cushion or pillow as your casualty to practise resuscitation techniques with British Heart 

Foundation's condensed video https://youtu.be/69qF48U6now or the full set at https://www.bhf.org.uk/how-you-can-help/

how-to-save-a-life/how-to-do-cpr/cpr-training-videos.  If you hover your mouse over each of the videos a little arrow 

appears in the corner. If you click this a link that you can copy and paste into your browser will appear and take you to 

each full sized YouTube video. 

Roshan Bailey - Chair, Normandy Village Hall 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/garden-bonfires-rules
https://environmentalp.wpengine.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Garden-Bonfires.pdf
https://environmentalp.wpengine.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Garden-Bonfires.pdf
https://environmentalp.wpengine.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Garden-Bonfires.pdf
https://www.guildford.gov.uk/article/18341/Bonfires-and-smoke
https://www.guildford.gov.uk/article/18341/Bonfires-and-smoke
https://www.resus.org.uk/apps/lifesaver-vr
https://youtu.be/69qF48U6now
https://www.bhf.org.uk/how-you-can-help/how-to-save-a-life/how-to-do-cpr/cpr-training-videos
https://www.bhf.org.uk/how-you-can-help/how-to-save-a-life/how-to-do-cpr/cpr-training-videos


7 

The Villager 

Roger Sage receives the Mayor’s Award 

It is my pleasure to inform you that our long-time resident Roger Sage has been rewarded for all 

the many tasks he has undertaken in support of village activities over many years. Please carry-on 

Roger, Normandy can’t manage without people like you.  Congratulations on receiving this 

prestigious award and a big THANK YOU from Normandy Parish Council. 

Here’s a few words written by Roger:  ‘My main interests are walking, being a member of Surrey 

Long Distance Walker’s Association and travelling the country in our campervan and a bit of 

gardening. I’m a trustee for the village pond having worked on the restoration in 1985 with my 

two children along with Albert Cunningham, Peter Blakiston and Ann Adey and have helped on 

the village bonfire for many years. We have lived in Normandy for 41 years, I used to cycle down 

Glaziers Lane in the 60’s in my Youth Hostelling days, never thought I’d finish up living here all 

these years.’ 

Cllr. Alan Cheesman 

 
Doreen Halton 

Sadly Doreen Halton passed away in November last year aged 98. She was born in Guildford in 1921. She joined the 

Women's Land Army in the Second World War and went to work on Manor Fruit Farm. While working there she met Dick 

Halton. In due course they were married and raised their family in the village. First in one of the farm cottages, which are 

still there (behind the surgery) and later in 'Nutlea' a little further along Glaziers Lane (then called Station Road). 'Nutlea' 

was built for them by the Milton Family who owned the farm. Dick and Doreen had three children, Richard, Nick and Sue, 

who all attended Wyke School and the whole family played a full part in the life of the village. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Village facilities are much better than they were 50 years ago when this 

poem was penned by Doreen. 

Cllr. Val Cheesman 

 

Back Row (left to right): 

Dick Halton, Bill Rogers, 

Jim Marshall 

Middle Row (left to right): 

Kathleen (who married Bill 

Rogers), Marjorie (who married 

Dick Halton’s brother, Les), 

Doreen Halton 

Front Row: unknown 

This Normandy by Doreen Halton 

It maybe not the ideal spot 

for me to choose, to spend my days. 

No special beauty does it hold, 

no village green, no smithy old, 

no seat beneath a spreading tree, 

no village pump – or pond – or sea. 

But older grown, there is I find, 

a beauty here of different kind. 

A people who have learnt to live 

to help, to cheer, and friendship give. 

The village is a busy hive, 

of activities and clubs that thrive - 

of people who make time – are wise 

who entertain and organise. 

To those too full of worldly care 

who live in haste and near despair, 

faith and hope and charity, 

may all be found in Normandy 
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The Armchair Gardener 

The previous guides referred to the autumn, winter and spring months; this guide follows on from those months and refers to the 

brighter and warmer summer months of June, July and August.   

This guide is not intended to provide a list of everything that should be carried out in gardens, but instead gives tips as to some 

of what could be done and when. It will also be a handy reminder for any gardener, and something for fellow armchair 

enthusiasts to seriously ponder over. 

June  

June 21st is the longest day of the year and with it comes warmer temperatures and extra sunlight, and that encourages an 

exuberant burst of growth. Flowers are blossoming but at the same time come the weeds which seem to grow out of nowhere. 

Regular hoeing in dry conditions should help to keep on top of them. Check plants daily and water them to keep them moist, 

preventing them from drying out. Hoe borders regularly to keep down weeds as precious plants thrive better when not 

competing for water and light. Be water-wise, especially in drought-affected areas. Harden off any remaining half-hardy 

bedding plants in preparation for planting out. Remove side shoots on tomato plants. Prevent greenhouses from overheating by 

applying shade paint and open vents and doors on warm days. Harvest lettuce, radish, other salads and early potatoes, re-sow 

salad crops every two weeks for a constant supply. Hanging baskets and other containers can now be moved outside, trim 

excess to encourage new growth. Lift and divide clumps of bulbs, snowdrops, bluebells and all other overcrowded clumps. Keep 

an eye out for greenfly and blackspot on roses, treat as often as required with a systemic fungicide. Mow lawns at least once a 

week. Plant out summer bedding. Dead-head repeat flowering roses. Harvest flower heads from lavender plants for use in 

baking etc. Look out for onion and garlic; when leaves start to yellow and die back they are ready to harvest. Raise mower 

blades if there has been little rain and water during hot weather. Apply specific lawn weed killer if required. Feed lawn with lawn 

fertiliser to encourage healthy green growth. Clip evergreen hedges such as privet while they’re in active growth. Keep looking 

after the birds and during hot weather and make sure bird baths are topped up. 

July 

This is usually one of the hottest months of the year and a great time to sit out and enjoy your garden, with long warm days that 

continue well into the evenings it is a perfect time for barbecues. However, summer can always throw out a few surprises. Ensure 

tall plants and climbers are well supported in case of bad weather. Water at dusk to reduce evaporation and use mulch to retain 

the moisture around plants, include watering tubs and new plants if dry. Regularly deadhead bedding and perennial plants to 

encourage new blooms for as long as possible and cut back faded perennial plants to keep borders tidy. Cutting back growth in 

hanging baskets can encourage new flowers and foliage and will revive the display. Prune wisteria now, remove the long new 

side shoots from the main branch structure to about five leaves from the stem. Clear algae, blanket weeds and debris from 

ponds and keep them topped up. Capture seed heads from dandelions before they can release their seeds to spread all over 

the garden. Take cuttings from favourite plants for wintering indoors. Deadhead roses as the flowers become wilted to keep the 

plants looking tidy. Deadhead bedding plants etc. to prevent them from self-seeding also to encourage further growth. Keep an 

eye on tomato plants, pinch out side shoots every week and remove any leaves growing below the bottom fruit trusses. This 

improves circulation and helps prevent diseases. And now in my opinion the best bit, pick runner beans regularly to prevent 

them from becoming stringy and to make way for new growth. To keep 

fruit and vegetable crops, moist water daily in warm weather. Damp 

down the greenhouse on hot days; this increases humidity and helps to 

keep down spider mites. If your lawn is infested with ants, brush out the 

nests on a dry day before mowing. Keep on with the weeding and don’t 

forget to top up bird baths.  

August 

August is usually the hottest month of the year that is as well as being 

the last official month of summer. It is also the perfect time to enjoy 

your garden while it’s at its best. Watering becomes essential this month 

particularly containers and new plants, and as water butts are usually 

running low try to use recycled grey water whenever possible. Keep 

ponds, water features and bird baths topped up. Keep on top of weeds. Prune all summer flowering shrubs as soon as the 

blooms have finished. Dead-head bedding plants to encourage continual growth into the autumn. If you haven’t done so 

already, prune wisteria now, remove the long new side shoots from the main branch structure to about five leaves from the 

stem. Take cuttings of tender perennials, pelargoniums and fuchsia. Continue to feed tomato plants with tomato fertiliser and 

remove lower leaves, pinch out the tops of the plants to concentrate on growth (there should be 5 or 6 trusses of fruit on each 

plant). Pinch out the tips of your runner bean plants when they are at the top of their supports, this encourages a broader growth 

and at a more manageable height for picking. Lawn growth slows down towards the end of summer so raise the cutting height 

of your lawn mower.  Now that nesting birds have long since gone it’s time to give hedges a final trim. Thinking ahead, now 

would probably be a good time to think about ordering spring bulbs you would like for autumn planting. Just a thought. 

Cllr. Geoff Doven 
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Normandy Village Shop and Café  

At last, we’re pleased to announce that we have a preferred site for the 

Normandy Village Shop & Café! We’ve been waiting for feedback from the 

planning authorities and have received a qualified go-ahead for a site on 

Manor Fruit Farm following our pre-application submission. We’re extremely 

pleased to take this forward as our preferred site. We have gone through a 

rigorous selection process, and firmly believe this to be the best location as it 

will sit alongside the other facilities at Manor Fruit Farm, forming a real focal 

point for the village.   

There is still a lot of work to do as we need to go through the full planning 

application process. Only once this is successful will we be able to go onto 

successfully building and opening of the shop and café, but to give you an idea 

of a potential location and layout, we’ve included a copy of the initial concept 

diagram we submitted to GBC Planning.   This shows a building alongside the 

car park on Manor Fruit Farm between the Village Hall and The Therapy 

Garden.  Whilst the final building and exact location may change before it’s 

built, we remain committed to making sure the building is easily accessible, 

environmentally friendly and one where everyone can enjoy a relaxed atmosphere whilst picking up their groceries.  

We believe this has great potential to reinforce Manor Fruit Farm as a natural centre for the village and one that Normandy 

can be proud of. It will have the advantage of the car parking that is already 

in place and a regular stream of visitors to the Village Hall and The Therapy 

Garden. We are sure we can build strong relationships with the users of both. 

Also, the shop & café will be a great addition to the other activities that 

already take place at Manor Fruit Farm, including dog-walking, cycling and, 

of course, St Marks May Fair and the Village Fete in August.  

You’ll also no doubt have noticed that we’ve changed our logo. We hope you 

agree it’s attractive – we’re using it as part of our plans to heighten the 

awareness of our project. We now have regular updates on Facebook and will 

shortly be launching our website (www.normandyshop.co.uk). The website is 

being created initially to share more in-depth information throughout the 

planning period, how you can become involved and all other types of 

fundraising information.  Despite the lockdown, our management committee 

continue to be active in planning the building, deciding upon the interior of 

the shop & café and the products and services to be offered and, not least, 

how we are going to raise the money to fund the project. 

From the outset, we have planned to make the shop & café a community 

venture so we will, later in the year be running a Community Share Offer. In 

this, we will be launching an opportunity for you to invest in, and become part of, the shop and café. There will be a 

minimum investment of £100, which will entitle you to share your views and have input in shaping the way the business 

grows over the months and years. All profits from the shop and café will go back into investing in its future development. 

Any surplus will be invested in other community events and projects. Investment, though, is not limited to £100 – we will 

need to raise in excess of £100,000 for us to succeed.   We are also planning lots of fund-raising events and activities, 

which we’ll let you know about in due course, and we have already identified a number of grant-funders who we will be 

approaching to ask for their support.  

We remain keen to involve as many people as possible from the community to make sure we’re providing what the village 

needs. We are looking to supplement the team in a couple of areas – retail management and accounting, so if you have 

relevant experience to become involved in the work we’re doing, please contact bob.hutton@normandyshop.co.uk.  Earlier 

in the year we had to cancel a Community Forum, but we will shortly be setting up other focus group sessions to make sure 

we’re heading in the right direction until we can meet as one large group..   

As a village we are sure that you will have seen and joined your neighbours emerging at 8pm on a Thursday and coming 

together (from a distance) to support the efforts of many NHS and community workers more than ever before. It would be 

great to nurture this caring, sharing spirit and, as a community, encourage its continuation into the future. Old fashioned 

values are becoming the new modern and the village shop & café is the epitome of this, especially in a rural environment 

like ours. 

The Normandy Village Shop & Café Management Team 

 

 

mailto:bob.hutton@normandyshop.co.uk
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The Villager 

Message from Reverend Alison Craven 

Dear Friends in Normandy 

I hope this finds you well or as well as you can be given this strangest of times which is not going away anytime 

soon. I am grateful to the Villager team for giving me space to write here when our own church magazine is on 

hold just for the moment. It means I can write for everyone in the village for which I am grateful. Generosity, 

kindness and giving space for the other are qualities that make for a good neighbour, so thank you team. In 

difficult times, the church buildings are often the places we visit for comfort, for consolation, for sacred space, 

alone or with others. St Mark’s as a parish church has been that place for many people in this village down the 

generations ever since the building was consecrated in 1847. This access to sacred space is currently is denied us because of 

the virus situation, although there is a possibility as I write that the church may soon be open for just the clergy to pray in, but 

it all depends on what our Bishop in this Diocese decides. What we don’t know yet is when we will be able to hold the 

‘occasional offices’ in the church - christenings, weddings and funerals. When we do get the permission it is likely to be for 

only a few in number to be present. However please don’t let this put you off getting in touch about any of these services, I 

shall be really pleased to have conversations to get ready for the time when we can move ahead. For funerals, whilst the 

services at the moment are limited in number for who can attend, there will be a time in the future when we can hold 

thanksgiving services for loved ones and we will be honoured to help with this at St Mark’s.  In the meantime I am acutely 

aware that for many, the aspect of not being able to attend the funeral of a beloved relative, a close friend, a neighbour or a 

work colleague is really upsetting, challenging and deeply sad. When this happens in ‘normal’ times it is hard, and in this 

current crisis it is something many more of us, are facing. The human inclination is to want to ‘do’ something and I am 

guessing that you probably already do what is natural for you. However just in case you are wondering what might be 

appropriate, I want to offer a few a suggestions that come from the Church of England resources. 

1.  Reflect on your memories of the person who has died. What stands out in your memory about the person. What will 

 you always remember about them. I would add, what was good about them, and how might something in their life 

 inspire you. 

2.  On the day of the funeral you can’t attend, you may wish to make space for reflection time. Perhaps find a 

 photograph of the person, write down special memories. Find a quiet place to sit. Psalm 23 (The Lord is my 

 shepherd) is known by many and is read often at times of bereavement. Pray for the bereaved for strength for them, 

 for compassion and kindness from those around them. I would suggest finishing with the Lord’s prayer if this is your 

 prayer too. 

3.  Light a candle or switch on a lamp to remember the person who has died and as a symbol of light in the darkness. 

You  can light a candle on line at www.churchofengland.org/funeral-candle 

Reverend Alison 

Looking Forward in a Greener Way 

Normandy Climate Action group met just prior to Lockdown with ideas to make our village cleaner, greener and more 

prepared for climate change. The weirdness of lockdown has created some environmental benefits and it would be amazing 

to keep some of these and build on them as we go forward. A key one for me is the reduced traffic on our roads – not only 

can we now hear more bird song instead of traffic roar, but also our lungs are less polluted with the Nitrous Oxides that pour 

from  vehicle exhausts.  I know it is not practical for everyone to work from home or not drive, but perhaps we can be more 

efficient with our driving trips and for some, perhaps working from home some of the time will be a reality going 

forwards.   Another question is how to make the roads safer for pedestrians and cyclists – not just around the village but on 

the routes heading towards Guildford, Aldershot and Woking.  Could footpaths be widened to become multi-use paths?  Or 

would a separate cycle lane be better? In summer, it is easy to forget about the heating bills of winter!  However, this is 

actually a really good time to be considering how to prepare our homes for winter.  Do we have suitable insulation in our 

walls or roofs?  The Climate Action group was considering holding a meeting with a local expert to talk about energy 

efficiency, insulation and energy creation in the home and the benefits it brings.  This might not be practical now, but could 

we help provide this online or through this newsletter?  What is the interest from you?  If we borrowed a tool to measure heat 

loss from the home from Guildford Borough Council, who would be interested to have someone come and see how much 

energy their home is losing and where from?  I have loved the increase in wildlife around the area and the mass of wild 

flowers – even the common ones such as the mass of daisy’s on the football field, making it look like it is covered in 

snow!  Bird song has been so dominant with the quieter roads and skies, and we have been privileged with a mass of bird 

visitors to our garden.   So what can we do to ensure that our wildlife and wild plants can survive alongside us in Normandy 

in the future?   Can we ask Guildford Borough Council to cut the verges a little less to allow wildflowers to grow?  Where 

can we create wild habitats in the village?  Is there an area of Manor Farm that could be made into a wildlife 

area?  Supporting local shops and buying local produce has been  a fabulous aspect of lockdown and huge thanks to the 

local shops for staying open, increasing their ranges of products to meet customers’ needs and doing all they can to keep us 

and them safe.  Going forward, please do remember these shops and how they helped you! These are a few thoughts, but 

would love to hear from you too.  What would you like the future of the village to be like?  How would you make it greener 

and cleaner?   Philippa Mitchell, our local climate change champion 
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For Your Diary   Normandy Parish Council Meetings 

The Villager 

Here are some of the ways the NPC can keep in touch and you can respond back. Some are traditional means of 

communication like this publication and the village notice boards. We have added more online channels so we can reach you 

more easily, quickly and more comprehensively. 

Please send any email request through to the Parish Clerk Leslie.clarke@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

 On our NPC website you can find council minutes, agendas and other useful information http://

 normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk/ 

 

 We have Facebook pages for the Village Bonfire and Manor Fruit Farm. 

 https://www.facebook.com/NormandyBonfire/    https://www.facebook.com/ManorFruitFarm/ 

 

 Please follow our tweets on events and general updates about our village @normandyparish to follow 

 search for normandypc 

 

 Nextdoor is the best way to stay informed about what’s going on in your neighbourhood https://

 nextdoor.co.uk/ 

 

 

Keeping You In Touch 

Council Meetings    Planning Meetings 

Council Meetings will be virtual (Zoom) until further notice. 

Please visit www.normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk for further information. 

mailto:leslie.clarke@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk?subject=Leslie%20Clarke
http://normandyparishcouncil.co.uk/
http://normandyparishcouncil.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/NormandyBonfire/
https://www.facebook.com/ManorFruitFarm/
http://www.normandyparishcouncil.co.uk
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Advertising 

If you would like to advertise in The Villager, please contact Leslie Clarke on 01483 811108 or email 

leslie.clarke@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk. The publication goes out four times a year in March, June, September and 

December. Cost to advertise for a year is £50 or £15 a publication.  Your advert is also placed on the Parish Council website 

for a year. 

Your Parish Council 

Alan Cheesman 

Parish Council Chairman 

Chair MFFP2WP 

Chair Remuneration Committee 

Val Cheesman 

Chair MFFWP 

Peter Palmer Geoff Doven 

Chair LMWP 

David Simmons 

Parish Council Vice Chairman 

The Villager 

Parish Clerk - Lt Col Leslie G A Clarke 

H: 01483 811108 M: 07809 331 080 or Email:  

Leslie.clarke@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk  Website: http://www.normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk       

Editor: Anna Beuden 01483 811055 or Email: anna.beuden@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk             Printed by: Printways 

Contact Us: 

alan.cheesman@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk       

val.cheesman@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

peter.palmer@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

alastair.lawson@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

david.simmons@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk  

geoff.doven@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

bob.hutton@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

neil.aust@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

KEY 

* LMWP - Land Management 

Working Party 

*  MFFWP - Manor Fruit Farm 

Working Party 

*  MFFP2D - Manor Fruit Farm 

Phase Two Development 

* MFFP2WP - Manor Fruit 

Farm Phase Two Working Party 

Bob Hutton 

Chair Village Survey WP 

Highways Responsibilities 

Alastair Lawson 

Chair Planning 

Communications Officer 

 

SCC: keithwitham1@hotmail.co.uk 

(www.facebook.com/keithwitham1)  

GBC: davidbilbe@aol.com 

david.bilbe@guildford.gov.uk  

Neil Aust 

http://www.facebook.com/keithwitham1
mailto:david.bilbe@guildford.gov.uk

