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Dear Jonathan, 
 
Thank you for your email of 29 June 2020 on behalf of your constituent, Mr Steven 
Fidgett, Chairman of the Pirbright Parish Council, regarding concerns over the proposed 
consultation on the Pirbright and Ash Ranges Byelaws Review and general access 
issues to the Defence Estate.  I understand Mr Fidgett’s letter was received prior to the 
recent meeting hosted by the Secretary of State regarding this issue. 
 
There is an ongoing Byelaws review across the entire Ministry of Defence (MOD) 
Estate.  The review aims to refresh the Byelaws’ language and mapping.  While there 
are no rights of way over that part of the Defence Estate, the MOD grants permissive 
access on MOD land and I can assure you that the MOD has no intention of preventing 
public access to the Defence Estate when it is not being used for military training.  A full 
public consultation will take place as part of the Byelaws Review, and given the interest 
in this matter, the consultation period is being extended from 35 days to 60 days. 
 
Unfortunately, the Ministry of Defence (MOD) has been forced to restrict access to a 
small area of Ash Range in order to protect the range complex technical areas.  
However, the remainder of the Range remains open for public use when military training 
is not taking place.  I hope Mr Fidgett will understand that training and safety 
requirements must take precedence on the Defence Estate. 
 
The additional fencing referred to by Mr Fidgett at Deepcut was an essential health and 
safety requirement due to the construction of the housing development which would 
have resulted in unacceptable risk to the public had it not been erected.  The ‘closure 
sign’ in the picture (with a website address) included in Mr Fidgett’s correspondence is 
not a MOD sign, it would appear to have been posted by a member of public. 
 
Community relations are extremely important to the MOD, and officials from the Defence 
Infrastructure Organisation continue to work closely with the local community and other 
stakeholders, including the local police, to ensure their involvement in any decisions 
which could affect them. 
 



I hope this response provides the assurance that Mr Fidgett is seeking regarding the 
MOD’s commitment to maintaining safe public access to the Defence Estate.  My 
officials will be in contact with Pirbright Parish Council to discuss these issues further. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
JEREMY QUIN MP 


