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The Chairman has kindly offered this space to Normandy Community Shop and Café, who have reached an important stage in 

the proposed development. For the project to succeed, we all need to support the venture and invest as much as you can in the 

shares that are being offered. You will find more details of the proposed Shop and Café within this issue. Please support this 

important development for the benefit of the whole Parish of Normandy. 

Normandy Parish Council 

Welcome 

March 2021 Issue 76 

The Official Publication of Normandy Parish Council 

The Villager 
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The Normandy Community Shop and Café share offer 

 

What is the share offer for? 

The Normandy Community Shop and Café Management Committee have been working with several other volunteers from 

the village for over a year now on plans for a Community Shop and Café to be located at Manor Fruit Farm. Planning 

permission has already been granted and we have a business plan that we believe will give Normandy a lasting asset that 

will benefit us all. We have a website www.normandyshop.co.uk on which you can see details of the shop and café and the 

associated business plan and share prospectus. 

This is a community share offer, which means that investors are members of the community benefit society and share 

ownership of the business, with all profits being reinvested in the business or diverted to other projects for the benefit of the 

community. 

How much do we need? 

Our plans are ambitious; we would like to make this an enduring asset for Normandy – the building for which we have been 

granted planning permission will have room for a sizeable shop and café, and we are encouraged by our discussions with 

Surrey County Council from whom we will be applying for over £250,000 from their “Your Fund” scheme. In order to be 

successful with this, we do need to demonstrate significant interest in, and commitment to, the venture from the community. 

We are therefore setting our target at £90,000, with an upper limit of £140,000 (if every household in Normandy were to 

invest £100, we’d raise £140,000). We know not everyone will be able to afford this, but others will be attracted by the 

advantages of having a shop and café in the village that they will wish to invest more. 

Why should you invest? 

• It will give us somewhere to meet up and do our shopping locally 

• It will reduce the need for visits to shops outside the village 

• It will be within walking distance for many villagers 

• It will give Normandy a focal point for the community 

• It will increase the attractiveness and value of properties in the area 

• This is an investment not a donation, you become a shareholder 

• There is a credible plan and a good chance of funding 

• Community shops have an excellent success rate 

 There is the possibility of 30% tax relief on investments 

How much can you invest? 

Shares cost £10 each, although there is a minimum investment of 10 shares (£100) up to a maximum of 1,400 shares 

(£14,000). We have been advised by HMRC that investments made before 5th April 2021 should qualify for 30% tax relief – 

see share prospectus for details. We hope you will agree that this is an investment worth making for the whole of Normandy, 

with the associated benefits for everyone.  Note that we will also accept group share investments if, for example a group of 

neighbours are unable to invest £100 individually but can pool their investments. If you’d like further details, please get in 

touch using the contact details below. 

How to Invest 

The easiest and most reliable and secure method is for you to use our online portal at: www.crowdfunder.co.uk/

normandyshop. The Portal and Share Offer will be open for 3 weeks from 5pm on Wednesday 3rd March 2021 to 5pm on 

Wednesday 24th March 2021. All the details of the share issue, including the share prospectus, the business plan and the 

rules of the Community Benefit Society can be found on our website at  www.normandyshop.co.uk/share_offer. If you are 

unable to access this information on our website, our would prefer to invest by completing an application form accompanied 

by a cheque or using a bank transfer please contact us at the contact details below. You can contact us by: 

Emailing us at: contact@normandyshop.co.uk or calling us on 07866 427537 or 07545 963157 

 

http://www.normandyshop.co.uk
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No laughing matter - Nitrous Oxide gas canisters 

 

Have you ever wondered what the little bullet-shaped steel silver canisters are that are increasingly becoming a significant 

litter issue? Media reports suggest that these canisters are often used by bored teenagers to get a short ‘high’ by inflating a 

balloon, with the gas from the canister, and then inhaling the gas. It is believed that this 

illegal activity has increased during Covid 19 lockdowns, when people’s movement has 

been more restricted and other drugs less available. 

Nitrous oxide, otherwise known as laughing gas, is used as an anaesthetic by dentists and 

as pain relief during childbirth.  It is also used by caterers to whip cream and create frothy 

coffees and can be used to rapidly inflate tyres on a bicycle.  However, under the 2016 

Psychoactive Substances Act it is illegal to purchase nitrous oxide for the purpose of 

inhaling.  

Recently, at Manor Fruit Farm, I picked up 72 canisters, along with other drug 

paraphernalia and fast food litter.  This litter was clearly the result of items being consumed by people sitting in a vehicle.   

Like drink or drug driving, it is against the law and very dangerous to drive whilst under the influence of nitrous oxide.  

Taking significant quantities of the gas can lead to dizziness or result in people becoming unconscious and in some cases 

death due to lack of oxygen; heavy and regular use of the gas can lead to serious and permanent nerve damage. Other 

Parish Councillors have also reported removing piles of these canisters and balloons at other locations in the village. 

Worryingly, these incidents are becoming more and more frequent.  Not only is this needless litter a blight on our village, but 

the balloons are also a significant danger to wildlife from ingestion and as the canisters roll someone could easily slip and 

injure themselves.  The Parish Council have engaged with Surrey Police on this anti-social behaviour identifying the current 

‘hot-spots’ for additional patrols including MFF, the Cricket Club and Normandy Common car parks.  The Council are also 

in the process of reviewing CCTV footage of several incidents and are keen for people to report any findings of these silver 

canisters, other significant littering and any fly tipping using the NPC website Report-it. http://normandyparishcouncil.giv.uk/

incident-reporting For more information on the risks associated with this gas and other illegal substances visit: https://

talktofrank.com 

If you see any suspicious activity where you think nitrous oxide is being inhaled, please report it to police on 101. 

Finally, these canisters do contain steel and therefore can be recycled using the green wheely bins. 

Rachel Cunningham 

 

Walking in Surrey 

 

Are you fed-up with doing the same old walks?  Walking in Surrey www.walkinginsurrey.co.uk is the website for you!   

With hundreds of walks to download and print, free, it also has books of walks, contact details for all the walking groups in 

the county and much more. Whether you want to walk on your own or with a group all the information is there in one place. 

John says ‘There is so much walking information on the web but it is difficult to find. Walking in Surrey (part of the Walking in 

England suite of websites (www.walkinginengland.co.uk)  – one for each county in England) has brought it together in one 

place so whether you are walking from home, or away on holiday, you will be able to find a walk suitable for you’. With 

walks from half a mile to twelve miles plus long, and a note of suitability for pushchairs and wheelchairs, everyone can find a 

walk to enjoy. So home or away, check out the websites and get walking! 

John Harris www.walkinginengland.co.uk, email: john@walkinginengland.co.uk 

Normandy Historians 

 

Normandy Historians along with other village organisations has been invited to participate in a Community Rail 

Partnership for Wanborough train station.  Partnerships between Network Rail, train operating companies, local councils 

and other community organisations such as rail user groups have been established at many stations across the 

country.  The partnerships help people get the most from their local railway, and promote social inclusion and 

sustainable travel by working alongside train operators to bring about improvements at stations.  Communities are 

encouraged to get directly involved through setting up station adoption groups made up of volunteers who look after 

their local station.  Normandy Historians has offered to compile display boards for Wanborough station describing the 

history of the station and the railway as a project for the Community Rail Partnership. (www.communityrail.org.uk). 

Their programme of talks is suspended until further notice due to the corona virus pandemic.  Information about 

Normandy Historians, the history of Normandy and books for sale can be found on their website: http://

www.normandyhistorians.co.uk/.  Enquiries to info@normandyhistorians.co.uk or phone 01252 315967.   

http://normandyparishcouncil.giv.uk/incident-reporting
http://normandyparishcouncil.giv.uk/incident-reporting
https://talktofrank.com
https://talktofrank.com
http://www.walkinginsurrey.co.uk/
http://www.walkinginengland.co.uk
http://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/
mailto:john@walkinginengland.co.uk
http://www.communityrail.org.uk)
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The Normandy Action Group (NAG) 

 

We are a local village association run by residents who care about our community and who wish to protect its special character 

and its amenities. Join our free mailing list and become better informed about local issues. Don’t wait until something you 

don’t like starts happening on your back doorstep! 

We continue to support our neighbours in Wanborough to halt and reverse the damage being done to the precious landscape 

in the fields on the Normandy side of the Hog’s Back.  The good news is that plot-owners’ appeals to the Planning Inspectorate 

against a number of refusals by Guildford Borough Council (GBC) to allow proposals for inappropriate development have all 

(so far) been unsuccessful. GBC has also taken on additional resources to try to ensure that Enforcement Notices are acted 

upon, and that would-be purchasers of plots are left in no doubt that planning applications are very unlikely to succeed.  

However, development continues in the smaller field to the right by the sharp bend in Westwood Lane. Enforcement action is 

difficult, especially in the current pandemic, and those occupying the plots know this. At the national level, current Government 

proposals would make it harder for Councils such as GBC to protect precious landscapes such as this. Only if Ministers know 

how strongly we feel will this juggernaut be stopped. If you care about such things and wish to object, please join our mailing 

list to be kept informed how to do so.  

For months local residents have endured the noise and disruption from the Network Rail (NR) works to stabilise the 

embankment on either side of the bridge over Westwood Lane. This reached unacceptable levels after Christmas when 

emergency piling work at night made it impossible to sleep. Widespread protests on social media and behind the scenes were 

successful and NR have since held two Zoom meetings with residents to apologise and to explain their future plans. The final 

phase of the work is due to complete by 16 April, and NR have committed to restoring the main site in the field off Westwood 

Lane to its previous condition when they leave. 

If you wish to be kept up-to-date with these and other local planning matters, please visit the NAG website at http://

www.normandyag.org.uk/join-us and complete the form there so we can place you on our mailing list. 

Mike Aaronson – Chair, NAG Steering Committee 

 

Dog mess - Please take it home! 

 

There has been an increase in dog poo bags left lying beside the 

footpaths and pavements recently. This is probably due to the 

increased amount of dog walking due to lockdown. However, by 

leaving it in a plastic bag in a tree or bush, it is fatal for our 

environment.  The plastic lasts for years and is a hazard for birds and 

small wildlife. There has also been an increased amount of dog mess 

left on pavements and on grassy verges.  This is unsightly to the 

surrounding, unpleasant if stepped in and potentially dangerous to anyone who accidentally touches it. 

Please can the dog walking residents of Normandy remember to take your dog poo bags when you leave the house as well as 

depositing the bags in the dog bins dotted around the village.  Our beautiful village and surrounding countryside is for all to 

enjoy, humans and our furry friends.  Please take your litter and dog poo bags home with you or leave in the dog bins situated 

around the village. 

 

 

Normandy Village Hall 

 

At the time of writing, we are still in full National Lockdown and your Village Hall is devoid of users, although we are using the 

time to carry out various maintenance tasks.  With the vaccination programme going so well locally, we look forward to a 

relaxation of restrictions in the not too distant future.  It has been heartening to receive so many positive messages from those 

who ran and attended events between lockdowns, and we are very delighted that you were so pleased with the way we 

organised things, including feeling very safe due to all the precautions in place. 

We are lucky to have excellent volunteers making sure that the Village Hall runs safely and effectively, but we do need more 

people to join our team.  If you are interested in working with us, please contact me at roshan.bailey@projectaction.co.uk or 

on 01483 234943.  When we are allowed to reopen, we and the groups will be ready to swing into action using all the safe 

practices already developed.  I will continue to liaise with hirers individually to confirm whether they can go ahead.  Our online 

booking system is open for future bookings but these will be subject to possible cancellation if necessary to comply with any 

future Government restrictions – please don’t book for any period when restrictions are likely to prohibit your activity.  All hirers 

must agree to comply with our additional Special Conditions to make the premises Covid-19 Secure which are on our website. 

I look forward to welcoming you and all our other users back soon. 

Roshan Bailey - Chair, Normandy Village Hall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:roshan.bailey@projectaction.co.uk
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Spring news from The Therapy Garden 

 

Well, the New Year didn’t start as we had hoped, did it?!  As you may remember 

reading in the autumn, The Therapy Garden had been open since early September 

with a skeleton staff offering social and therapeutic horticulture for a small number of 

clients, supported by a tiny cohort of volunteers.  All was (relatively) well and we were 

making a big difference to those that really needed us and those who were physically 

strong enough to come to the Garden.  They responded so well to all the social 

distancing and Covid-19 protocols that we’d put in place and embraced their time in 

the Garden which was spent essentially outdoors in the fresh air!  Gone were the cosy 

chats over coffee in our warm indoor space, gone were the lingering lunch breaks, in came the outdoor coffee and lunch 

breaks sitting at a distance around a damp outdoor table!  Luckily the weather was reasonably kind and the clients proved 

even more resilient and hardy than we expected – and remembered to bring their warm layers, hats and boots!  We were 

really proud of how they adjusted and really pleased to see how good it made everyone 

feel to be in the Garden again.  So the beginning of 2021 took the country back into 

lock down, but this time we were prepared.  We have managed to put in place all that 

we need to continue to support our clients since they cannot visit the Garden in person 

and we have introduced ‘The Therapy Garden (TTG) @ Home’.  All clients receive a 

parcel of weekly supplies from the Therapy Garden direct to their homes so that they 

can carry out a selection of social and therapeutic horticultural activities at home on 

their normal TTG day.  The aim is to keep our clients connected to horticulture and to 

encourage them outside where possible. Importantly it also means that they remain 

socially connected with each other and the staff at the Garden. 

Clients are invited to join us on a Zoom call to chat and catch up on the day they 

would normally attend the Garden.  This valuable social time leads into the week’s 

gardening activities led by the horticulture team here at the Garden, joined by a few interested volunteers.  In addition to 

the stimulating horticultural activities the ‘TTG @ Home’ box contains craft activities that clients can complete on their own 

and additional projects to complete before the next week if they wish.  Clients receive a link to a recording of a 

demonstration of the craft activity led by one of our team which they can watch as often as they like.   Examples of the 

activities we have offered include planting of bulbs, sewing seeds, growing microgreens, making dried flower wreaths, 

making pinecone bird feeders, taking leaf rubbings, creating ice sculptures and completing nature word searches not to 

mention bird watching and mindfulness activities!  Everyone seems to be very appreciative of both the social interaction and 

the gardening activities that they participate in.  As you can imagine, we’re really disappointed not to have everyone back 

at The Therapy Garden for the moment and we hope that our ‘at home’ service will be as fun and as rewarding as possible 

while we get through these next few weeks.  Feedback so far is excellent and almost all our clients have chosen to 

participate in the ‘TTG@home’ sessions.  We hope restrictions will allow us to open our doors to the community for the 

National Gardens Scheme Open days on two dates in May and September, but as with everything in these strange times, 

we shall have to wait and see!   

In the meantime, if you’d like to support The Therapy Garden as we negotiate our way through these tricky times, you 

might like to know that we have been selected to take part in the Co-op Local Community Fund!  So, if you are a Co-op 

member you can select The Therapy Garden as your cause, and if you’re not a member, why not join?  You can join online 

at coop.co.uk/membership or by downloading the Co-op app.  

 

Who is responsible for that ditch anyway? 

 

The ditch at the bottom of your garden? 

Your boundary is probably on the far side of the ditch, as it is generally assumed that the person who dug the ditch placed the spoil on 

his own land. Often a hedge grew on top of the spoil or a fence was erected on it. 

You own the ditch what are your responsibilities? Can you build on it? 

If you do any work other than routine maintenance you must consult Surry County Council (SCC) for approval and advice. Remember 

any works close to or on the banks of a watercourse may cause problems elsewhere for which you could become responsible. 

Be careful that what you do does not have an adverse effect elsewhere and increase the risk of flooding. 

If there is no water in the ditch is it important? 

Even if the ditch no longer seems to be wet do not assume it is obsolete. It is still your responsibility to ensure is kept clear of debris. The 

ditch may play a vital role in clearing roads of land run off especially when there is local flooding. 

Can I replace the ditch with a pipe? 

NO, permission to put in a pipe needs the authority of SCC. If you do it without permission enforcement action may be taken against 

you to remove any unauthorised work. As a last resort SCC can remove the pipe and charge you all their costs of doing so. 

PLEASE KEEP YOUR DITCHES CLEAN. 

 

 

 

 

https://localcommunityfund.newsweaver.com/CoopLocalCommunityFundPayment/138olnjo6ihae3wwyy3pp2/external?email=true&a=5&p=5804855&t=2046029
https://localcommunityfund.newsweaver.com/CoopLocalCommunityFundPayment/ybh8f4vaigpae3wwyy3pp2/external?email=true&a=5&p=5804855&t=2046029
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Friends of Normandy Wildlife - Nature notes 

 

Unfortunately, we are all still in lockdown so our talks in St Marks Hall remain on hold, but there is still plenty of wildlife to 

admire in our gardens and when we are out and about in the Normandy area.  Even in the depths of December there were 

still wild flowers bravely flowering on Normandy Common.  We spotted fourteen individual 

species on our last (socially distanced) members’ walk! 

In February, birds started singing to stake out their territories ready for this year’s nesting 

season, with robins, blackbirds and thrushes notably in fine voice and great spotted 

woodpeckers drumming in the woods.  Winter visitors to our gardens such as bramblings and 

siskins were in evidence early in the year and a great grey shrike appeared on Ash Ranges.  These birds are winter visitors 

from Northern Europe usually to heathland such as the Surrey heaths but they are not common and not often seen.  We also 

heard that one of the brood of Winchester peregrines (a male) has taken up residence in Farnham, with a female also now 

present in Aldershot.  Hopefully these two will get together so with a pair already in Woking, Normandy will be surrounded! If 

you keep ‘an eye on the sky’ you may be lucky enough to spot one of these fantastic birds as they fly around their territory. 

It might be too much to hope that we could get a photo of a peregrine or a shrike, but there are lots of beautiful photos of 

the Normandy countryside and wildlife taken by members in the FNW lockdown gallery on our website at 

www.friendsofnormandywildlife.org.uk (click on the Normandy wildlife tab).  Do take a look and send your own lockdown 

photos of Normandy nature to fnwildlife@gmail.com so we can add them to the gallery.  

The whole website is packed with fascinating wildlife information so it is well worth 

spending some of your indoor time exploring it. 

Diary date 

Although we are not meeting in person we do have a great zoom talk lined up in March: 

Monday March 8
th
 at 7.30 Birds of the Falkland Islands, South Georgia and Antarctica by 

Keith Betton. Keith is an author and broadcaster who has previously given us excellent 

talks on red kites and peregrines. This time he   will take us on a journey to the southern 

oceans, seeing albatrosses, penguins and many other fascinating birds. Joining 

details are on our FNW website .  It would be nice for Keith to have a good 

audience so do try and join us if you can. 

We always welcome ideas for talks (by zoom) and walks when allowed so let us know 

your thoughts by emailing fnwildlife@gmail.com. If you find any wildlife in distress, our 

two local wildlife rescue centres are Harper Asprey (01344 623106) and Wildlife Aid 

(09061 800132). 

Red admiral butterfly on buddleia 

Photo credit: Mark Adams/Surrey 

Wildlife Trust) 

Photo credit:  Peter Trimming 

Adder 

Spring is in the air…. 

 On warm days butterflies will be emerging from their winter slumbers.  Which species can you spot first – brimstone, 

peacock, red admiral or small tortoiseshell? 

 Adders may also be emerging from hibernation on heathland on mild March days.  If you are lucky enough to spot 

two entwined together they are males trying to make a claim for their individual territories 

 We need bees – to pollinate our food and garden plants - but they need our help too.  April is a good time to sow 

bee friendly wild flowers to provide them with nectar and pollen, even if you have only a small area or window box.   

 Spring means young birds will be leaving their nests and may be found on the ground.  As long as they are in a safe 

place (i.e. not in the road or at risk from cats) they should always be left alone since their parents will know where 

they are and will continue to feed them for a while until they are independent.   

http://www.friendsofnormandywildlife.org.uk
https://www.friendsofnormandywildlife.org.uk/index.php/events/
mailto:fnwildlife@gmail.com
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Thinking of becoming a Parish Councillor? 

 

You may have seen on the front page of the Parish Council website that there are a number of Councillor vacancies for 

Normandy Parish Council. The notice that you will see refers to the possibility of at least ten electors calling for an election to 

take place. We have been informed that the required number of requests from electors has been received, so plans are now 

in place to put into place an election of Parish Councillors. 

This is a message from the Guildford Borough Council Electoral Services Department. "I can confirm we have now received 

ten requests for elections to be held for the vacancies on Normandy Parish Council. We will place a Notice of Election on 

our website and request it is also posted on Normandy Parish Council noticeboards (including their website) on 22 March 

2021. The Notice of Election will confirm how people can be nominated as candidates in the election and should we receive 

more nominations than the number of vacancies an election will be held. A Statement of Persons Nominated will be posted 

on Friday 9 April.  

Look out for further details of the stages leading up to the election, which is scheduled to take place on Thursday 6th May 

2021. 

 

 

Protection for local heaths 

 

Sarah Bunce from the Thames Basin Heaths Partnership explains how a mysterious bird from Africa is protecting our local 

heaths. 

You might not think of busy south-east England as a hotspot for rare wildlife, but it really is! By a fluke of nature we have the 

perfect geology and climate for a very special wildlife habitat: Heathland. If you’ve taken your local heath for granted, think 

again, this heather-clad landscape is rarer than rainforest! Much of the magic happens 

at twilight. You could walk on the heaths everyday of your life and not see my favourite 

bird, the nightjar. But visit on a summer evening at dusk, and you’ll hear the strange, 

mechanical churring of the males, and maybe even catch a mesmerising glimpse of a 

bird in flight. Astoundingly, they come all the way from Africa to nest here on our 

heaths. They nest right on the ground, amongst the heather and gorse. You might think 

that nesting on the ground would lead to a precarious existence, but these birds have 

been living and breeding alongside us for centuries. Only in recent years, with 

development on the up and a growing population, has their vulnerability become an 

issue. In 2005 the heaths in this area of Surrey, Hampshire & Berkshire became the 

Thames Basin Heaths Special Protection Area. This does so much more than protect 

rare birds. It protects the heathland for all sorts of wonderful wildlife, and of course 

gives the landscape we love a huge amount of protection from development. It’s a 

pleasing virtuous circle: Protecting birds protects heaths, protecting heaths protects birds! 

Everyone can help 

It’s easy to help and simple things can make a huge difference. When you’re out on the heaths, please keep to main paths 

and keep your dog on the path and out of vegetation. 

Help prevent fires by following the code “No fires or BBQs, ensure cigarettes are out and take all litter home”. 

Have you discovered ‘Greenspace on your doorstep’? It’s a directory of over 70 local country walks. By using them, you’re 

also helping the heaths. More at www.tbhpartnership.org.uk. 

Sarah Bunce 

 

 

The Villager 

Red admiral butterfly on buddleia 

The nightjars will arrive back from 

Africa in May. Their churring ‘song’ 

sounds nothing like other birds 

you’ve heard! 

For Your Diary   Normandy Parish Council Meetings 

Council Meetings    Planning Meetings 

31st March 2021    31st March 2021 

 

All meetings will take place via Zoom until further notice. 

 

Please visit www.normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk for further information on forthcoming meetings. 

outlook-data-detector://2
outlook-data-detector://2
outlook-data-detector://3
http://www.normandyparishcouncil.co.uk
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Advertising 

If you would like to advertise in The Villager, please contact Leslie Clarke on 01483 811108 or email 

leslie.clarke@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk. The publication goes out four times a year in March, June, September and 

December. Cost to advertise for a year is £50 or £15 a publication.  Your advert is also placed on the Parish Council 

website for a year. 
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Keeping You In Touch 

Here are some of the ways the NPC can keep in touch and you can respond back. Some are traditional means of 

communication like this publication and the village notice boards. We have added more online channels so we can reach you 

more easily, quickly and more comprehensively. 

Please send any email request through to the Parish Clerk Leslie.clarke@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

 On our NPC website you can find council minutes, agendas and other useful information http://

 normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk/ 

 

 We have Facebook pages for the Village Bonfire and Manor Fruit Farm. 

 https://www.facebook.com/NormandyBonfire/    https://www.facebook.com/ManorFruitFarm/ 

 

 Please follow our tweets on events and general updates about our village @normandyparish to follow 

 search for normandypc 

 

 Nextdoor is the best way to stay informed about what’s going on in your neighbourhood https://

 nextdoor.co.uk/ 

 

 

mailto:leslie.clarke@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk?subject=Leslie%20Clarke
http://normandyparishcouncil.co.uk/
http://normandyparishcouncil.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/NormandyBonfire/
https://www.facebook.com/ManorFruitFarm/
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Bring our village together! 

If you haven’t been down to Manor Fruit Farm on a Friday morning, then there’s a surprise in store for you! While we don’t have 

a shop and café yet, the Normandy Village Shop & Cafe Management Committee have invited some guest producers to sell 

their produce.  With our shop and cafe plans picking up pace, we wanted to bring producers to the village with a view to them 

potentially becoming suppliers for our shop; we’ll be looking out for other local businesses as well.  Guest producers and 

suppliers currently visiting on Friday mornings. 

So far, we have Tim from T&J Fisheries www.tandjfisheries.co.uk , who is now going to be coming every Friday from 26 February 

from 1030am until 1200pm. People have been talking about the excellent quality and some have even called him to give him 

feedback, which he is over the moon about. 

Bakers – Brownbread - who may be known to those of you have been to their stall in the past at Tunsgate, 

www.brownbreadonline.co.uk are now joining Tim. They sell freshly baked bread, cakes, pastries and more. The feedback has 

again been overwhelmingly brilliant. We are working on finding some alternative bread makers, producing Gluten Free and 

hopefully some other speciality/dietary products. Brownbread will be at Manor Fruit Farm from 0900am to 3pm every Friday. 

We have been inundated with positive feedback and we’d like to thank everyone who is coming along. Our next task is to also 

find a greengrocer too! 

These arrangements are temporary but will continue until further notice.  For updates, and to see who else may be coming to 

join us visit our website, www.normandyshop.co.uk, Facebook www.facebook/normandyshop or look out for our posts on 

Nextdoor. 

The Villager 

Parish Clerk - Lt Col Leslie G A Clarke 

H: 01483 811108 M: 07809 331 080 or Email:  

Leslie.clarke@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk  Website: http://www.normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk       

Editor: Anna Beuden - Email: anna.beuden@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk             Printed by: Printways 

Jane’s breakfast basket! Tim’s fish selection 

The Parish Precept - 2021/2022 

 

There has been a lot of comments on various platforms about the increase in the Parish Precept for 2021/2022, the first 

increase since 2017/2018. The increase works out, bearing in mind that Council tax is only paid for 10 months of the year, for 

a schedule D property at 56 pence per month, far less than the cost of a cup of coffee. Here are some facts: 

 In 1998 the then Parish Council, borrowed £400,000 for the development of Manor Fruit Farm which is still being repaid 

at a rate of £20,000 per annum. If the then Council had not borrowed the money, Manor Fruit Farm would now be a 

housing estate. 

 By law, the Council is required to have Health and Safety inspection, by a professionally qualified inspector, of all trees 

abutting public footpaths and public roads conducted in alternate years. The cost of the inspection annually is £3.,000, 

the cost of carrying out the required tree works last year was £4,400. 

 Grounds maintenance for Manor Fruit Farm and Normandy Common costs £13,000 per annum. 

 Last year £5000 was spent on repairs to equipment on the Manor Fruit Farm and Normandy Common play areas. 

 £1000 is paid each year to GBC for rubbish bin clearance on both Manor Fruit Farm and Normandy Common. 

 The insurance of the Councils assets costs over £3000 per annum. 

Residents must bear in mind that expenditure of £1000 costs more per head in Normandy that it would in Ash, for example, as 

the sum is shared amongst far more residents in Ash. 

Late News 

http://www.tandjfisheries.co.uk/
http://www.brownbreadonline.co.uk/
http://www.normandyshop.co.uk
http://www.facebook/normandyshop
http://www.nextdoor.co.uk/

