
PLANNING  
 
The Parish Council is a statutory consultee on planning applications within the Parish boundary. This means that it has a right 
to make a comment as to whether it supports or objects to an application, or whether it has no comment to make.  
 
Guildford Borough Council are legally obligated to consider the responses provided, but ultimately have the final decision-
making authority on all applications. 
 
An objection to a plan should be based on a ‘material consideration’. Material considerations can include (but are not limited 
to): 
 

 Overlooking/loss of privacy 

 Loss of light or overshadowing 

 Parking 

 Highway safety 

 Traffic 

 Noise 

 Effect on listed building and conservation area 

 Layout and density of building 

 Design, appearance and materials 

 Government policy 

 Disabled persons' access 

 Proposals in the Development Plan 

 Previous planning decisions (including appeal decisions) 

 Nature conservation 

Issues such as loss of view, negative effect on the value of neighbouring properties, or simply not liking an application or 
applicant are not material considerations and should be avoided as they will be ignored. 

LICENSING 

Goods Vehicle Operators Licence  

The Goods Vehicle (Licensing of Operators) Act 1995 gives the County Council a right to object to Operator licence 

applications on grounds which include the following: 

 The technical suitability of the access on to the public highway for the goods vehicles for which the application is 
made 

 The capacity of the site to accommodate the vehicles for which the application is made 

 Adverse environmental impact caused in the vicinity of the site by the use as an operating centre – this can include 
noise, dust or visual intrusion caused by the use of, or maintenance, loading and unloading of authorised vehicles at 
or in the vicinity of the operating centre 

 Fitness, good repute or financial standing of the applicant 
 
Objections cannot be made on grounds of inconvenience caused to the public, or the unsuitability of the local highway 
network for the passage of the type or size of vehicles for which applications are made. 
 
Objections are directed to the County Councillor for consideration and submission to the County Council. 
 

Street Trading Applications 

For an objection to a street trading licence application to be relevant, it must relate to at least one of the licensing objectives: 

 The prevention of crime and disorder 

 Public safety 

 The prevention of public nuisance 

 The protection of children from harm 
 


