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After a turbulent period, I am delighted that Normandy Parish Council is back to full strength, with eight new people joining the 

council, after being elected by residents on 6th May. You can find out more about all your councillors in their profiles published 

in this edition of The Villager. 

A big thank you is owed to the interim councillors for their hard work in dealing with pressing matters, and to all the residents 

who have taken an interest in the Council’s remote meetings recently. A common theme has been the need to communicate in a 

more open and transparent manner, and I know the new Council will be keen to make sure this happens. 

As the pandemic restrictions lift in the coming weeks, I hope residents will continue to take an interest in the business of the 

Parish Council and attend meetings held in person, although we may have to limit the number of members of the public in 

attendance initially, to comply with Covid guidelines. 

It has been an interesting few months working for the Parish Council, but this new start represents a fantastic opportunity for the 

focus to return to ensure that Normandy is a great place for everyone who lives, works or visits here. 

Andy Beams - Locum Clerk and Proper Officer, Normandy Parish Council 

 

 

Normandy Parish Council Chair Confirmed & Future Meeting Dates 

The Annual Meeting of the Parish Council took place on Wednesday 19th May to go through the formalities of 

setting up the new Parish Council, including the election of the Chair.  It was agreed that Amy McLeod would be 

the Chair of Normandy Parish Council.  Forthcoming meetings for the next six months are detailed on page 11, 

however the next meeting will be on Wednesday 3rd June at the Royal British Legion at 7pm for Planning followed by a Parish 

Council meeting at 7.30pm. Further details will be on the Parish Council website, noticeboards and on Nextdoor shortly. 

 

 

 

 

Normandy Shop and Café Update 

Following on from the last issue of Nextdoor in which we laid out our plans and asked you to invest, we are absolutely amazed 

at the support we received from the Village. We raised over £95,000 from 250 investors! The next phase is to secure the 

remaining funding from Surrey County Council (SCC)’s “Your Fund” scheme. We have passed the initial screening and have 

been asked to present our Full Application, which we will be doing over the next few weeks. All indications so far are that our 

plans match SCC’s “Vision 2030” which we believe will stand us in good stead. We will continue to keep you posted through 

our Nextdoor and Facebook updates and through our website www.normandyshop.co.uk. 

Once again thank you for your fantastic support – we are sure this gives us a great chance to secure this additional funding. 

The Normandy Shop and Café Management Committee 

Welcome 
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The Villager 

Parish Councillors Biographies 

Councillor Tony Coomber 

I have lived in Green Lane East for 73 years and have seen many changes in that time period. I am 

married to Sue and we have two girls Tracy and Nicola. I attended School at Wyke, then Yeomans 

Bridge and then Guildford Technical College to study Computers and Communications. I completed 

my apprenticeship for Post Office Telephones (the Forerunner of BT and Open Reach) in 1969. I have 

spent most of my life in IT, travelling all over the world including the Western & Eastern Block of 

Europe, Far East, Southern Africa and of course the UK & Ireland. I started as an electronic engineer 

moving onto software engineering, Marketing and finally Sales retiring in 2017. 

During my working life, I have always been involved with people with various managerial positions 

including Sales Director of 72 personnel sales team. This involved the mentoring and coaching of 

personnel in various sales they were involved in and encouraging personnel growth and improvement. 

It also required being involved in contract negotiation and forward direction the company needed to take, to keep up to date in a 

very fast-moving computer industry. 

I have a number of interests and hobbies including gardening and golf, as well as music (attending concerts). When I was a young 

man, I played football for a number of years for Normandy FC, as well as being Secretary and Coach to the Club. I am therefore 

very keen to see the Normandy Football Club establish itself on Manor Fruit Farm to give our local youths the opportunity to 

represent the Village. I have also been involved extensively with Normandy Royal British Legion Branch, being its Vice Chairman as 

well as the Trustees Secretary. I would like to see a greater number of people becoming involved in the Legion, to allow 

Normandy to be a significant contributor of welfare to this excellent organisation. There is a requirement for younger people to be 

involved to takeover from us old ones. I was also Chairman of Hurtmore Members Golf Club, so have experience in dealing with 

people who may have disparate ideas and obtaining a resolve to problems and questions. 

An area I am immensely proud of being involved in, is the bi-annual event for the children of Wyke School, where the RBL 

organise guest speakers to speak, either their own personnel experience of war, or that of their organisation. The Children then 

sing the WW2 songs and are provided with a replica tea of what children in WW2 would have had. I was also involved in 

organising a service to commemorate the end of WW2 which involved supplying local organisations full English breakfast at 

6:00am! 

I believe that as we have the highest Council Tax in all of the Borough that we need to try and reduce it and see where any savings 

can be made. It is vital that the Parish Council have an Open Policy and be shown to be adhering to such. 

I believe the role of Councillor will give me the opportunity to ensure financial prudence is adhered to by the Council, that Council 

money is used wisely and all Normandy residents’ concerns are addressed. My experience in business including listening, financial 

involvement and thinking laterally, will enable a different approach to problems with well thought out solutions. 

 

Councillor Geoff Doven 

My wife and I and our two young daughters arrived in Normandy about 45 years ago and have 

remained in residence ever since.   At the time of moving to Normandy, I commuted to London daily 

where I was employed as an engineering designer, working on the design of oil and gas offshore 

production platforms. Following a lengthy spell working in London, I moved to working in Aberdeen. 

There I found myself working to maintain some of the very platforms I helped to design. More recently 

I worked in the Middle East; firstly there was Kuwait, where I was the engineering coordinator for 

Kuwait Oil Company, on a three billion dollar upgrade of Kuwait’s petroleum crude export capability. 

After three years in Kuwait, I was transferred to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, where I was employed 

as Engineering Manager. I led a multi-national workforce on design and construction projects, 

principally for Saudi Aramco. 

My engineering and coordinating past has subsequently been put to good use while a member of the 

Parish Council. I feel that part of being an involved member of the community includes a duty for looking after our children. To 

that end, I enrolled on a two day course and became a trained playground equipment inspector. I have since put the training to 

use, by inspecting the Hunts Hill children’s playground every week.  I also became involved in the Village Shop & Café at the 

project stage, while there was much concern as to where the shop would be located. It was my proposed location on MFF that 

was adopted; at the same time, I proposed a revised car parking arrangement to mitigate the loss of parking spaces due to shop 

location. 

My interest in Manor Fruit Farm continued when I discovered that the planning application for the new Sports Pavilion and 

Changing Rooms was due to expire in May this year. Little progress had been made with funding, so my interest led the Council to 

elect me as Chairman of the MFF Phase 2 Development, a post I continue to hold. On looking at the architect’s proposed plans, I 

was so disappointed that it was necessary to redesign the plans, which I did.  When presented to the Council they were collectively 

agreed and adopted. The Council have since heard that the costs of the original plans and the redesign were prohibitive, so this 

will continue to be an issue for the new Council. 
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Along with my interests in the Parish Council, I am also a committed member of the Community Speed Watch team. Hopefully 

the endeavours of the team will help to reduce traffic speeding in the village, thereby making our roads and pavements a safer 

place for all, particularly our children. 

Having been a Parish Councillor for three years, I am pleased to say that I am happy to continue being an effective councillor 

and doing my bit for the community. 

 

Councillor Mark Galloway 

I have lived with my partner of some 11 years, two dogs and seven cats on Flexford Road for four 

years. 

I am an Electrical And Electronics Engineer by trade, though my current role is in software 

integration. I was a member of the Royal Air Force for nearly 20 years before being made 

redundant in 1996. I was a flight simulator maintenance technician at  the time so when I left the 

RAF I joined industry as a flight simulation engineer. I have worked for a number of companies over 

the last 25 years and I currently work for BAE Systems in New Malden (near Kingston on Thames). 

When I lived in Camberley, I set up and chaired a residents’ association and I was a Scout leader 

in several roles for over 15 years. I am an active member of the Playmakers Amateur Dramatic 

society based in the Mytchett Community Centre and a member of the society’s committee. I have, 

over the years, participated in various committees in differing roles both in the RAF and outside and I believe that experience will 

make me a valuable member of the Parish Council. 

I am a team player and I firmly believe that a team’s strength is greater than the sum of its constituent parts. 

Living on Flexford Road has opened my eyes to the disregard that some drivers pay to the Village, its population and the speed 

limits. It is clear that Westwood Lane and Flexford Road/Glaziers Lane are rat runs for traffic coming off the Hog’s Back to 

Guildford and Woking, and this is spoiling the infrastructure of the village. I also have seen vehicles speeding along Guildford 

Road again ignoring the speed limits and putting themselves and passers-by in danger. One of my aims is to press for better 

road safety measures through our Village. 

 

Councillor Paul Howarth 

My wife and I moved to Normandy six years ago from the South Coast, where the beach was just a 

short walk.  So it wasn’t easy finding somewhere to pull us away from that. After many months of 

looking, we found Normandy, it ticked all the boxes!  

Since then we now have a daughter at Wyke Primary School, that she enjoys attending very much and 

we have all met many new amazing friends in the village. 

I have previously been active in volunteering for various events in the Village over the years, most 

recently being part of the Normandy Village Shop and Café team. You might have even seen me 

making coffees at the coffee shop pop up at the cricket club! I feel the Village really needs a hub for 

people to be able to meet. 

My day job is in a leadership and team-based role, and this makes it really evident that so many 

things are possible when people work together for common goals or causes.  I hope being on the Council will help add value 

and strengthen the Normandy community as a whole. I would like to champion transparency, communication and community 

involvement. When people get behind something, so much can be achieved! 

For this very reason, I set up the Nextdoor Normandy (previously Streetlife) for the area some years ago, to provide a way for 

residents to communicate, based on where they lived. 

We do have some great village events in Normandy. I would love these to keep going and with help from the community, build 

on the great work that has already been done. 

I could say I have a good previous experience with understanding Parish Councils, mostly from watching all episodes of the 

Vicar of Dibley, although I am told they are not all like that! Joking aside, I propose to be on the Parish Council to work with the 

team, to help make Normandy a better place for us all to live! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Villager 
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Councillor Bob Hutton 

I am retired and live with my wife in Glaziers Lane. I am originally from West Yorkshire and am a graduate in Applied 

Chemistry. Sue and I moved to Normandy from Cheshire in 2016 to be near our family. We have 

been married for 42 years and have two sons and daughters-in-law and five grandchildren with 

whom we like to spend as much time as possible. 

I have a good understanding of IT, finance and the workings of a Parish Council. Throughout my 

career I have worked in and led teams, so I am naturally a team player. I believe I have leadership 

skills as demonstrated in the Community Shop and Café project that I have led from the outset in 

November 2019 to the point where the team and the whole community are contributing to its 

incredible success to date. 

I would like to be involved in all aspects of Parish Council work, but in particular in establishing best 

practice and improving visibility and transparency. I intend to continue to champion the Community 

Shop and Café project and continue with my other volunteer roles. 

I have served as a Parish Councillor twice in the past, firstly in my previous village, Hartford in Cheshire, and then for over two 

years on Normandy Parish Council (NPC) up to October 2020. The main reason for leaving was to focus my efforts on the 

Community Shop and Café Project, but I now feel the time is right for me to return and contribute again to the Parish Council as 

a whole. 

I have long been involved in community-based volunteering roles, including Citizens Advice, Speedwatch, coordinating the 

distribution of The Villager and most recently chairing the Community Shop and Café Management Committee. (Note that the 

Shop and Café is a separate organisation to the Parish Council – it is set up as a Community Benefit Society). I intend to 

continue with this project to follow through on the excellent work carried out by the team. I am also a Magistrate, sitting as the 

chair of a bench of three Justices of the Peace at Guildford and Staines Magistrates Courts, typically sitting one or two days per 

month. 

I intend to play my part fully in opening up the Parish Council to the community, ensuring transparency and encouraging 

residents to become more aware of and more involved in all we do. I feel it is important for all to understand that being a Parish 

Councillor is a responsible position, ensuring cost effective services to the community in a transparent way, whilst following the 

rigorous processes that are required by public service. I also intend to forge links with other organisations within the community 

with an aim of eliminating duplication and making Normandy a more ‘joined-up’ place. 

 

Councillor Amy McLeod 

My husband and I moved to Normandy in 2012 with our then two year old daughter. I’m not sure 

where the time has gone since then, but its flown by and we feel really settled here.  My working life 

has been in the public sector, mostly working for Surrey Police (as police staff) and also managing 

the multi-agency Surrey Safeguarding Adults Board. I currently work for Age UK as Head of 

Safeguarding – this is a great job and I am lucky to be able to work for a great charity, being able to 

influence and improve the lives of older people in society. This last year has been particularly 

challenging for older people and I was impressed by how people in the Village responded when the 

news of Coronavirus first broke. 

Many of the roles I have held in the public sector have revolved around working across organisational boundaries and 

increasing engagement. A pet hate of mine is when organisations and teams work in isolation  to achieve joint goals. I’m a firm 

believer that we can achieve more when we work collaboratively. My skills in negotiation and communication have enabled me 

to break down barriers in order to implement change. This is largely achieved through listening and this is something that I aim 

to bring with me. I am also resilient and determined, characteristics which are essential in order to lead and achieve. 

I love living in Normandy, being part of this village and all that it offers. Every time I’m out I feel fortunate to have access to the 

amazing countryside we have around us. I can often be seen running, cycling or walking in the village (or chasing after a 

disobedient dog!) Unfortunately not everyone who passes through our Village or uses our outdoor spaces is respectful and it is 

sad that our environment, enjoyed by so many is spoilt by the few. My daughter and I have taken to picking up litter and I am 

proud to see others taking small actions to improve the quality of life for people in our Village. This is something I want to 

develop further, I’m keen to involve young people; helping them understand the positive contributions they can make. I follow 

the approach from a quote that “no one can do everything, but everyone can do something”. 

Although there are few amenities in Normandy, the community spirit is evident in the local groups that support residents to be 

an active part of village life. The Normandy Running Group is a great example of how like-minded people have got together to 

support one another; it has helped me to meet people and discover new routes around the village. The tennis lessons for 

children on a Sunday morning is another example of how families come together to enjoy outdoor spaces and encourage 

children to be active. With my daughter moving to secondary school. I look forward to giving more time to support others to see 

what our Village has to offer. 

The Villager 
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I am keen that there are improved opportunities to speak with and listen to people who live in the Village. I’m acutely aware of 

the need to be open, honest and transparent in relation to spending public money. My day job is people-focused – listening to 

what changes people want and involving them in achieving those outcomes. This skill is one that I aim to bring with me as a 

Parish Councillor. The work of the Council is reliant on public funds and these needs should be met with the wishes of the 

Village. I would really like a leading role in the surveying and engagement work that the council undertakes, providing 

opportunities for residents to have their say. I also want to ensure there are opportunities to involve children and young people, 

so we can inspire future generations to be a positive influence on their surroundings. 

 

Councillor Philippa Mitchell 

I have lived in Normandy since 2013 and prior to moving here lived in Dorset, NE England, Scotland and Thailand as an 

adult, but have actually spent much of my childhood in Surrey.  I live in Walden Cottages with my partner and two children who 

I home educate.  I am also an environmental educator and run regular outdoor, nature and environment workshops for home 

educated children. When I first moved here, I had a business selling eco products and many people saw me walking or cycling 

around the Village with my son.  As a family, we still walk and cycle around the village a lot, which 

I find is a great way to meet people.   Over the lockdowns, I have been really grateful for the 

wonderful countryside we have around Normandy, the many varied walks and places to explore; 

they have really kept me and my children sane as we walk our dog, Cici. 

Moving to different places in the UK and overseas has encouraged me to be very sociable and 

friendly, taking an interest in the people I meet and what their interests are.  I think this is vital for a 

Councillor as we need to meet and listen to the people of Normandy, to hear about what they 

want from their Parish.  A lot of environmental education and home education is facilitating and 

enabling students to discover and understand what it is they need to, or want to know.  I think 

these skills of facilitation and enabling  are beneficial to help and work with others in the Village 

carry out projects and activities. This will improve and benefit the Village as a whole, thus 

magnifying the impact of the Parish Council. 

I am really keen on improving pedestrian and cycling safety around Normandy.  Whilst part of this is trying to ensure that 

vehicles are not speeding through the Village, another aspect is pushing to get pavements re-surfaced and improved and to 

stop the parking right across the pavement on Westwood Lane by the Church.  I am also keen to help improve Normandy’s 

eco credentials, especially on biodiversity and climate change.  We live in such a wonderful area, it would be tragic to not look 

after it, and improve it for us, the local wildlife and future generations. 

I have enjoyed taking part in some of the activities organised by the Parish Council, including the fabulous sports day a few 

years ago, the litter picks and the recent scrub clearance near the pond.  I have been to a few of Friends of Normandy Wildlife 

talks before lockdown and look forward to more of those.  I have also helped raise awareness about the village shop and the 

share offer – it is so exciting to think that within a few months we may well have a shop!   I am constantly amazed by the variety 

of activities that happen in this village, I know there is room for more, and that there are many who are keen to be involved in 

village life – providing the right project comes up! 

To be honest, I am not sure what the role will give me as an individual!  I hope I will make new friends, get to know a lot more 

people in the Village, help to make the Village better for all, and understand more about the wonderful range of people who 

live here.  I think the role may be challenging and frustrating at times, but I relish the opportunity to help provide the needs of 

the Normandy community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Villager 
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Councillor Ben Pryke 

I moved into the Village in August 2013 with my wife and two week-old daughter, our cat and dog. 

We now have two children (and an extra two dogs) who have both been to St Marks pre-school and 

are at Wyke School. Since moving into the Village, we have built a great group of friends and love 

the community life. 

After studying engineering at university, I have had numerous jobs that have allowed me to travel 

extensively and work across many different industry and business sectors. For the last 14 years, I have 

been a project/programme manager working within change and transformation, predominantly in the 

banking sector. This inherently provides the experience and skills to be organised, to listen, evaluate 

options and scenarios and manage a wide-ranging diversity of stakeholders that I believe will be 

transferable to a position on the Parish Council. 

This will be my first foray into an active community role close to home, apart from corporate volunteering, but am keen to 

become more involved with decisions made for the Village residents. 

With two children and an awareness of an increasingly younger population in the village, I am keen to ensure that they, and 

others, have the facilities to keep them occupied and respect the village as they grow older. I am also excited about the new 

community shop and the benefits and opportunity that will give all in the surrounding area and supporting this project would be 

very interesting. 

I am hoping that the new Council will offer a wider demographic of people to represent the views and concerns of residents and 

have a balanced perspective on critical decisions.  There are issues and concerns, such as speeding, anti-social behaviour and 

preservation/protection of green spaces that I am sure many others in the village share . I believe my professional experience 

will help address some of these when speaking to the relevant authorities. I would want to listen and act upon concerns of the 

community and hope I can help to make positive changes and improve the village for all. 

 

Councillor Pat Tugwell 

I moved to Normandy with my husband 26 years ago and live on Flexford Road in the hamlet of 

Christmas Pie. At that time I worked full time as well as being my husband’s carer. I have lived alone 

since the death of my husband in 2009 my only companion being my rescue cat Pudding. 

For 30 years I taught at Guildford College of Further and Higher Education and delivered Adult 

Teacher Training and Assessment courses. Teaching and assessment includes planning, 

organisational skills, collaboration, good communication and evaluation. All these are important for 

working with others and I believe will be of great benefit when working as a councillor on the new 

Parish Council. 

I have worked for 12 years as a volunteer at the Royal British Legion in Normandy. I have been the 

Poppy Appeal Organiser and with a group of volunteers raised thousands of pounds used to support 

the needs of veterans. With other volunteers at the Royal British Legion I have organised bi-annual events for children attending 

Wyke School. These events included a service at the War Memorial, talks and exhibitions, singing of wartime songs and special 

teas. I am a member of the Normandy Community Shop and Cafe Management Committee and have helped with the 

development of this project. I am President of Christmas Pie WI. We have 44 members and 70%  live in Normandy. Our group 

is very sociable and I have got to know all the members. I listen to their issues and concerns particularly if these relate to our 

village. I have also served as a Trustee for the Therapy Garden. I was extremely proud to be awarded the Mayor’s Award for 

Service to the Community in 2013. 

Developing the ‘community spirit’ in our village is important to me. During the pandemic there has been progress in this respect, 

with people knocking on neighbours doors to check if they needed help or just to say hello. There are many people who live 

alone in our village and it shouldn’t take a pandemic to look out for others. I am sure that the new Community Shop and cafe 

will provide a much-needed hub with a place to meet for a coffee and chat. 

I served on the Parish Council for four years from 2011-2015. During this time I was Vice Chair and Finance Officer and 

organised the August Bank Holiday Village Fête, working collaboratively with local businesses, clubs and organisations. I 

enjoyed all aspects of being a Parish Councillor but had to step down due to health reasons. I now look forward to starting 

afresh as a Parish Councillor on the new Parish Council. 

It’s important to ensure that the Villagers’ trust in the work of the Parish Council is reinstated, so that we can all move forward 

together. I believe that it is vital for us to work with openness and transparency within the bounds of the rules and regulations 

and so in this way we can look forward to a more positive future. 

The Villager 
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Friends of Normandy Wildlife - Cuckoos calling! 

Have you heard a cuckoo?  The first calls were heard on Ash ranges at the end of April, a bit late this year.  We would love to 

know if there are any resident actually in Normandy, so do let us know if you have been lucky enough to hear one.  You can 

enter any sightings (or hearings!) on the FNW website. 

Cuckoos are not the only summer visitors spotted in the area; swallows and swifts have also arrived.  Last year we put swift 

boxes up on the Village Hall hoping to entice the birds in to breed.  We were advised this might take a few years to achieve but 

we are hopeful as they have been seen close by.  This year the boxes look occupied - but not yet by swifts.  We think the current 

owners may be sparrows, but these cheerful chatterers are welcome as they too are declining and need all the help they can 

get.  However, next year we will try to prevent the entry of other ‘opportunists’ to give the swifts a chance. 

Lockdown lives 

Though we have spent the Spring in lockdown we organised two extremely interesting ‘zoom’ talks for members and friends. In 

March, author and broadcaster Keith Betton took us on an illustrated journey to the southern oceans, with stunning scenery and 

amazing wildlife including rare albatrosses, penguins and many other fascinating birds.  Closer to home, in April, David 

Standing took us on a magical history tour of Gilbert White’s garden in Selborne.  GW was a celebrated naturalist who started 

his garden (complete with Timothy the resident tortoise) in the eighteenth century.  David was head gardener there for over 

thirty years and was responsible for the garden’s restoration so he was full of interesting facts and anecdotes. 

We are keeping our fingers crossed that we may be able to resume our Monthly Monday talks in the Autumn, but even if we 

cannot physically get together, we will be planning talks via ‘zoom’ now we are all proficient in the technology! 

Visit to Tices Meadow 

In June or July, we hope to be able to arrange a return visit to the excellent nature reserve at Tices Meadow in Badshot Lea. 

There is usually a wonderful array of wild flowers and birds and one lucky FNW member spotted a white stork on a recent visit!  

We will publicise the date once it is confirmed. 

We always welcome ideas for talks and walks (when allowed), so let us know your thoughts by emailing fnwildlife@gmail.com.  

And don’t forget to take a look at the beautiful photos of the Normandy countryside in the FNW lockdown gallery on our 

website at www.friendsofnormandywildlife.org.uk (click on the Normandy wildlife tab).  Why not send us your own lockdown 

photos of Normandy nature and we will add them to the gallery.  The whole website is packed with fascinating wildlife 

information so it is well worth exploring. 

 

If you find any wildlife in distress, our two local wildlife rescue centres are Harper Asprey (01344 623106) and 

Wildlife Aid (09061 800132). 
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Things to do…. 

 Have you seen tadpoles this year?  Many of their usual sites seem devoid of these engaging amphibians so we 

would welcome news of them in the local area. 

 Tired of mowing your lawn?  A survey ‘Every Flower Counts’ found that lawns which were cut every 4 weeks yielded 

the highest production of flowers and nectar, whilst longer unmown grass had a wider range of flowers.  

 Simply leaving your lawn for a month can provide enough nectar for ten times more bees and other pollinators so 

why not give this a go! 

 Birds need a constant supply of clean water for drinking and bathing particularly during hot dry spells, and watching 

them come down for a ‘wash and brush-up’ in a handily placed bird bath is a rewarding past-time.  Baths don’t 

have to be ready made – any shallow container (such as a plant saucer) will do as long as the water is not too 

deep.  

Tadpole 

Photo credit: RSPB                         An unmown lawn Photo credit: Surrey Wildlife Trust    White stork seen at Tices Meadow 

mailto:fnwildlife@gmail.com
http://www.friendsofnormandywildlife.org.uk
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Nervous anticipation 

Sarah Bunce looks forward to summer on the Thames Basin Heaths Special Protection Area, but the stakes are high! There are 

more than 30 heaths and heathland plantations, including Ash Ranges… 

I always approach spring and summer on the heaths with a mixture of excitement and trepidation! Excitement because there’s so 

much to look forward to. The return of nightjars from Africa, tantalising glimpses of reptiles and an explosion of butterflies and 

dragonflies. Trepidation because dry weather can bring wildfires. If we have another long, hot, dry summer, I’ll be worried about 

seeing heathland fires in the headlines again, like the terrible incident at Chobham Common last year. All the legal protection 

in the world won’t stop accidents or acts of deliberate vandalism. Local planning departments can protect the heaths with a 

robust planning strategy, land managers can work hard keeping habitats in great condition and our wardens can ask everyone 

to give nature space. But it only takes one carelessly discarded cigarette, or one thoughtless BBQ, for all that work to go up in 

smoke. Wildlife will suffer, people will be put in danger and homes in jeopardy. It’s with good reason that lighting fires is illegal, 

except in designated areas. 

The heaths come alive in summer, as the different heathers start to bloom. My personal highlight is the end of July when huge 

swathes of common heather, or ling, come into flower, turning the heaths purple. It must surely be one of Nature’s must see 

spectacles. 

Heather is beautiful, but it’s also highly flammable. To avoid more horrific incidents, we must all take this issue seriously and do 

our bit to prevent fires.  

Remember the code: No BBQs or fires, ensure cigarettes are out and take all litter home. And if you see a fire, however small, 

report it via 999 immediately.  

Never assume someone else has reported it. Your swift action could make all the difference…to people, wildlife and our local 

environment. 

Enjoy the heaths, keep safe and please spread the word.  

Look out for details of Heath Week, Saturday 24
th
 to Friday 30

th
 July 2021 

Thames Basin Heaths Partnership 

. 

 

Normandy Village Hall 

We were delighted to hear that Ian Rose has been awarded a Mayor’s Award for Service to the Community.  Ian took on the 

Chairmanship of Normandy Village Hall in 2008 and steered the organisation skilfully and diligently until 2017.  He made 

many excellent decisions, but just one that stands out was investing £28,000 in 2011 on solar panels which have already 

earned us over £50,000 and will continue to contribute to our funds for many more years.  Since stepping down from the Chair, 

he has remained a Trustee, providing excellent support to me and our Hall Manager. Congratulations to Ian, with thanks for all 

he has done and is doing for Normandy. 

I am writing this piece during Step 2 of the government’s gradual relaxation of Coronavirus restrictions.  Activities are still 

extremely limited but we have two wonderful groups who are really warming the hearts of their participants.  With major 

changes to their activities, Gym Jams have been able to open safely and legally to provide activities for parents and toddlers.  

This has been tremendously successful and very much needed.  One ecstatic mother said that this was the first time her 8 month 

old baby had seen other children, and Jon Pick has found that every session he offers gets booked up immediately.  We also 

have a new group called Lullababy in which Anita Senior provides an exciting range of multi-sensory baby development 

activities, again attracting huge interest and making parents and children very happy. 

Step 3 from Monday 17th May will once more see a much greater range of our users back in the Village Hall although I will 

continue to liaise with hirers individually to confirm whether they can go ahead.  All the users permitted to run their groups will 

have Covid-safe procedures compliant with government requirements and those of our Special Conditions and Risk Assessment 

which can be found on our website.  By the time you read this Villager, we should be well into preparations for Step 4, with most 

restrictions expected to be relaxed from 21st June. 

We are lucky to have excellent volunteers making sure that the Village Hall runs safely and effectively, but we do need more 

people to join our team.  If you are interested in working with us, please contact me at roshan.bailey@projectaction.co.uk or on 

01483 234943. 

I look forward to welcoming you and all our other users back soon. 

Roshan Bailey - Chair, Normandy Village Hall 

 

The Villager 

https://www.tbhpartnership.org.uk/about-us/#STRATEGY
mailto:roshan.bailey@projectaction.co.uk
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Lots to look forward to this year at St. Mark’s 

We are grateful that life at St. Mark’s has been able to continue during the recent months, albeit 

in a more scaled down and cautious way.  Now that the country is slowly coming out of 

lockdown, we are looking forward to the remainder of the year, particularly as we will be 

celebrating our 175
th
 anniversary in November. 

In May, we held our annual plant sale, which is always a great way to help with our fund-raising.  

We also hope to soon be announcing an exciting new fund-raising opportunity for St. Mark’s.  

Also in May, easing on numbers who can attend weddings, funerals and baptisms occurred and 

according to Government guidelines from the 21
st
 June all limits on guests should be removed.  

Which will hopefully be encouraging for anyone who is looking to hold a special service at St. 

Mark’s. 

While we are currently looking at other activities for the summer months, we are also mindful of 

remembering the history of St. Mark’s and this year we are celebrating our 175
th
 anniversary.  

The life of our church began on the 25
th
 April 1846, when a piece of land on which a church 

was to be built was donated by Mr Lannoy Arthur Coussmaker, who lived locally at Westwood 

Place.  Work started promptly on the building and the Church was consecrated on 

24
th
 November 1846 and completed the following year.  The history of our church is quite 

fascinating and you can find more information on the Normandy Historians web page: https://

normandyhistorians.co.uk/church.html  We are currently planning ways to celebrate this very 

special anniversary. 

For up-to-date information on St. Mark’s, please visit our website www.stmarkswyke.org.uk or 

visit our social media pages.  Lockdown has made fund raising for all organisations tough, but if 

you would like to help us, however small it may be, we would be very grateful and you can find a 

donate button on our website. 

Alison Davies and Gill Nevin - Church Wardens, St. Mark’s Church 

 

The Normandy Action Group (NAG) 

We are a local village association run by residents who care about our community and who wish to protect its special character 

and its amenities. Join our free mailing list and become better informed about local issues. Don’t wait until something you 

don’t like starts happening on your back doorstep! 

Congratulations to our newly-elected Parish Councillors! NAG looks forward to continuing to work together with NPC to 

safeguard our local environment. 

The situation in Wanborough Fields continues to be of great concern. Despite repeated refusals of planning applications for 

inappropriate development in this sensitive Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and its adjacent Area of Great Landscape 

Value new applications continue to come in, placing great strain on the hard pressed planning team at Guildford Borough 

Council (GBC). The process of ensuring compliance with Enforcement Notices is also difficult given the time it takes for 

Appeals to be heard by the Planning Inspectorate. 

Pressure on the Green Belt in Normandy is also evident, with the sale of areas of woodland subdivided into smaller plots, 

where would-be purchasers are encouraged by estate agents to speculate on the land’s eventually becoming available for 

house-building. We also see unauthorised use of land for industrial purposes in breach of planning regulations. Local residents 

have to remain vigilant and to make sure their views are known by lodging objections; these really do count with the 

authorities. 

Pressure also comes from proposed changes to the national level planning system, intended to encourage house building but 

which, many fear, will sideline local planning authorities such as GBC and threaten our precious green spaces. Meanwhile 

controversy continues to surround the Guildford Local Plan now that Highways England has made it clear there is no money to 

support the A3 improvements on which much of the housing development included in the Plan depended. 

There have been further delays to the conclusion of the Network Rail (NR) works to stabilise the railway embankment at the 

Westwood Lane Bridge. NR now says these will continue until 25th June, with the main compound and equipment being 

cleared by 2nd July, almost a year since the work started. 

If you wish to be kept up-to-date with these and other local planning matters, please visit the NAG website at http://

www.normandyag.org.uk/join-us and complete the form there so we can place you on our mailing list.  

Mike Aaronson – Chair, NAG Steering Committee 

 

 

 

The Villager 

https://normandyhistorians.co.uk/church.html
https://normandyhistorians.co.uk/church.html
http://www.stmarkswyke.org.uk
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The Villager 

Advertising 

If you would like to advertise in The Villager, please contact Andy Beams or email a.beams@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk. 

The publication goes out four times a year in March, June, September and December. Cost to advertise for a year is £50 or 

£15 a publication.  Your advert is also placed on the Parish Council website for a year. 
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For Your Diary   Normandy Parish Council Meetings 

The Villager 

Here are some of the ways the NPC can keep in touch and you can respond back. Some are traditional means of 

communication like this publication and the village notice boards. We have added more online channels so we can reach you 

more easily, quickly and more comprehensively. 

 Please send any email request through to the Parish Clerk a.beams@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

 On our NPC website you can find council minutes, agendas and other useful information http://

 normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk/ 

 

 We have Facebook pages for the Village Bonfire and Manor Fruit Farm. 

 https://www.facebook.com/NormandyBonfire/    https://www.facebook.com/ManorFruitFarm/ 

 

 Please follow our tweets on events and general updates about our village @normandyparish to follow 

 search for normandypc 

 Nextdoor is the best way to stay informed about what’s going on in your neighbourhood https://

 nextdoor.co.uk/ 

Keeping You In Touch 

Council Meetings:                Planning Meetings: 

24th June, 29th July, 26th August, 30th Sept,             24th June, 15th July, 5th August,  

28th October, 25th Nov     25th August, 9th September,  

       30th Sept, 21st October, 11th Nov 

Other: Finance & Governance -10th June, 5th August, 21st  Oct; Human Resources - 1st July; 

Estates & Facilities - 15th August, 9th Sept, 11th Nov.  Planning meetings will start at 7pm followed 

by Council meetings at 7.30pm.  For more information and to confirm location of future meetings, please visit 

http://www.normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk. 

mailto:leslie.clarke@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk?subject=Leslie%20Clarke
http://normandyparishcouncil.co.uk/
http://normandyparishcouncil.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/NormandyBonfire/
https://www.facebook.com/ManorFruitFarm/
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Your Parish Council 

The Villager 

Locum Parish Clerk: Andy Beams 

Email: a.beams@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Website: http://www.normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Editor: Anna Beuden Email:  anna.beuden@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk           Printed by: Printways 

Contact Us: 

Amy.mcleod@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk             Bob.hutton@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Tony.coomber@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk          Philippa.mitchell@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Geoff.doven@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk             Ben.pryke@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Mark.galloway@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk          Pat.tugwell@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Paul.howarth@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Committees: 

Chairs and Vice Chairs to be confirmed. 

Estates & Facilities: Cllr Doven, Cllr Howarth, Cllr 

McLeod, Cllr Mitchell, Cllr Pryke, Cllr Tugwell 

 

Finance & Governance: Cllr Coomber, Cllr Howarth, 

Cllr Hutton, Cllr Pryke, Cllr Tugwell 

 

Human Resources: Cllr Doven, Cllr Galloway, Cllr 

Hutton, Cllr McLeod, Cllr Tugwell 

 

Planning: Cllr Coomber, Cllr Doven, Cllr Galloway, 

Cllr Howarth, Cllr Hutton, Cllr Mitchell 

Councillor Amy McLeod 

Chair NPC 

Councillor Tony Coomber 

Councillor Mark Galloway 

Councillor Geoff Doven 

Councillor Paul Howarth 

Councillor Bob Hutton 

Vice Chair NPC 

Councillor Pat Tugwell 

Councillor Ben Pryke Councillor Philippa Mitchell 


