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An update from your Council 

Your Councillors are all keen to start work on projects that will improve the lives 

of local people, enhance our surroundings and protect our environment. 

However we also recognise that there are some basics that we need to get right 

first and with this in mind, we have committed that during our first year we will 

focus on establishing transparent processes and practices that provide value for 

money. This involves reviewing contracts, financial commitments, procurement 

processes, IT systems and council assets. We hope that, by having efficient 

processes and practices in place, Councillors will be able to work more effectively 

and openly on behalf of, and in conjunction with residents.  

We realise that it’s important that we listen to the views of people who live in the 

village; we are here to represent the interests and views of the residents of the 

village and look forward to hearing from you to guide our future actions. We 

started this conversation at the picnic on the 22nd August, where it was great to 

meet people and hear what your priorities are. It was interesting to learn that 

maintaining natural open spaces was the most important priority for those who 

completed our survey, followed by being able to have open and honest 

communication from your Councillors. The survey that we ran at the picnic also 

had some great suggestions on new activities and events that you'd like to see in 

the village. Don't worry if you weren't able to share your thoughts with us at the 

picnic, we know that being able to communicate with us is important to you and 

we are looking for new ways to continue that conversation.  

In this edition of The Villager we have updates from some of our new Councillors 

with details of the work that they are leading on. Please do get in touch with us if 

you have any questions or comments. 

Amy McLeod - Chair 

 

 

 

Join our team of Volunteers! 

We have a great team of volunteers who offer their free time to support our community. They take on a variety of tasks 

throughout the year, including those involved in staging the events that the Parish Council put 

on during the year. They also take on other tasks when help is needed. 

At our recent “Picnic On The Green”, we had a number of volunteers help with erecting the 

marquee and gazebos, others baking cakes for the cake stall and some generally helping 

throughout the event. We appreciate all the help and support they gave us. 

I know that when talking to villagers they say they are keen to help and some have amazing skills to offer. 

If you would like to join our Team of Volunteers please contact me with your details. If you have a particular interest or skills you 

would like to offer to support your community please get in touch by sending a message to :- 

volunteers@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk. 

We look forward to working with you. 

Councillor Pat Tugwell 
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The Villager 

Update from the HR Committee 

We have now set up a separate HR Committee to review the processes and procedures that we will adopt to provide clear 

guidance on the way we will manage our personnel activities and also to give clear guidance to our employees. While we typically 

will only employ one or two staff (the Parish Clerk, Assistant Clerk and other administrative staff), it is still important that our 

processes, procedures and expectations are clear. 

We have now adopted an Employee Handbook which is published on the Normandy Parish Council website. This is based on 

documents that are widely used by other Parish Councils.  

We have begun the process of recruiting a replacement Parish Clerk and have decided to recruit an Assistant Clerk at the same 

time. The number of hours worked by each and their individual responsibilities will be agreed once the candidates have been 

identified - we will manage this within our existing budget so there is no increase in costs to the Parish.  

There will be a short handover period from our Locum Clerk, Andy Beams, before Andy leaves us. In the short term, we are finding 

there are many requirements for admin support, so we have decided to employ a temporary assistant to help Andy get our 

documentation and processes in order for a few weeks. 

Cllr Bob Hutton - Chair, HR Committee 

 

 

Update from the Estates & Facilities Committee 

The Estates and Facilities Committee covers all the property that Normandy Parish Council owns 

and/or manages. Since May, we have focused on getting to know what this covers and 

contacting the various tenants, groups and other stakeholders to make sure that we are working 

together for the best result. 

There has long been a plan to further develop activities on Manor Fruit Farm (MFF), but we have 

put all this on hold for the moment until we hear from you – the people of Normandy - as to what 

you really want through the survey we will carry out soon. 

In the meantime, there is ongoing discussion about the management of the fields at MFF. For the 

last couple of years, much of the back field has been left to grow long for wildlife with a few paths 

mown through. This has provided a wonderful haven for bees, butterflies and many other 

animals, as well as over 200 species of plants. Some rare orchids have been found in the wide 

ditches, which is why they have been left to grow. We would like to hear your views as to what 

should happen in the future – please do email philippa.mitchell@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

with your thoughts. 

We apologise that parts of the play areas have been left unfixed for a while. Sadly, this was due to 

the change-over of personnel and the need to get the job done at the best possible price. We are 

looking too at how we can improve and update the play areas where needed. 

Whilst we are often out and about in Normandy, we do not see or hear about all of the problems that may occur on Parish 

Council owned or managed land, so if you see or hear of a problem, please do let us know. Thank you. 

Cllr Philippa Mitchell - Chair, Estates and Facilities Committee 

 

 

Update from the Planning Committee 

The Planning Committee is involved in the Guildford Borough Council (GBC) Planning policy, as are all the parish 

councils in Guildford District. Once a month our Parish Clerk receives notifications of all new planning applications that 

have been raised within the bounds of Normandy Parish. The committee will review the applications on the GBC website 

and discuss them in a monthly committee meeting. We take each application on its merit and aided by councillors’ local 

knowledge will come to a conclusion whether we wish to comment on and /or object to the application. These decisions 

are passed back to GBC by the Parish Clerk. It should be noted that our submission to the GBC Planning Department 

carries no more weight than any individual resident in the borough, although the Planning Department must take our 

comments into consideration when making their decision. 

In addition to this we are asked by our County Councillor, Cllr Keith Witham, to consider Goods Vehicle Operator Licence 

applications (not driving licence) for comment. Surrey County Council has the authority to veto such licence applications if 

they are deemed to be inappropriate. Any comments we have on such licence applications are sent to Keith for inclusion 

in the County Council discussions.  

Cllr Mark Galloway -  Chair, Planning Committee  

 

Bumble bee resting on a 

flower  
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An Update from the Finance & Governance Committee 

Following the Audit of the Financial Year 2020/21, which was made possible by the hard work of the Locum Clerk (Andy 

Beams) having to bring together various spreadsheets, bank statements and numerous invoices, we managed to determine that 

all monies tallied. The major criticism from the internal auditor, which has been levied for several years, is the systems and 

processes that need to be put in place. We have started to address this criticism by purchasing an accounts system, which is the 

defacto software package used in Local Authorities. This will give a clearly defined method and processes for all our financial 

transactions and answer any criticism that were levied by both the internal and external Auditors. 

This allows us now to concentrate from September on the setting and agreement of the Budget for the Financial Year 2022/23. 

The Chair of each Committee will put forward to the Finance Committee their requirements for the budget and that is where the 

fun and games start, in honing it down to a workable set of figures, to be finally presented to the Parish Council for approval in 

January. The figures we will be requiring are not only expenditure, but also income which can be obtained from our assets.  

Please wish us the best of luck in the burning of the midnight oil during the winter months trying to sort out the figures!  

As well as the income and expenditure, we will also need to calculate what Precept will be needed. The Precept is the money 

that is ultimately paid by you in your Council Tax and is then allocated to Normandy Parish Council over the year. It is hoped 

that this Precept can be reduced for the Financial Year 2022/23, but does depend on what expenditure is required. The Picnic 

on the Green on the 22nd August where you were able to question your Councillors, as well as have a good time, should result 

in requirements, we are not so far, aware of. 

We are also going to set up a new process for the provision of grants and donations. Currently we award £4,500 to 10 

organisations and have for several years. The new process will be for potential claimants to fill in a form on our website justifying 

the requirements and what money is required. If you are involved in any organisation who you think may qualify, please look out 

for the form on the website. 

The main objective of the Finance and Governance Committee is to ensure we are gaining value for money from all our 

expenditure. This does not necessarily mean the cheapest option, but a requirement that value for money always takes 

precedence. 

Cllr Tony Coomber - Chair ,  Finance and Governance Committee 

 

 

Normandy Community Shop and Cafe Update  

Well it’s been a long time coming around, but there shouldn’t be long to wait now! We have submitted 

our Full Application to Surrey County Council for a grant from the YourFund scheme and just have a few 

questions to answer before the upcoming decision-making meeting.  

There was to have been a decision-making meeting at the end of July but this was postponed, and no 

meeting was held in August. So we are hoping our application will be one of the first to be reviewed in 

September. If not, then our bid should be reviewed in October.   

We remain confident, given the massive support from the village, but we can’t count our chickens 

…  Even if we were to be unsuccessful, we have some other ideas to fall back on, but for now let’s be optimistic.  

We continue to keep contact with the community through regular updates on social media and, of course, the weekly market on 

Fridays at Manor Fruit Farm. It’s so pleasing to see so many people taking advantage of this; we’re sure it demonstrates the 

need for a place to meet and shop in the village.  

The “Picnic On The Green” seems to have been a great success. Despite having to move the event from Saturday to Sunday as 

a result of the poor weather on Saturday, plenty of people turned up and everyone seemed to have had a great time. Thanks to 

the Parish Council for working with us to make the event a great success. At least some of the income will be directed to the 

funds for the shop and cafe - much needed as we continue to hold the share funds back just in case …  

If you’d like a reminder of what we’re aiming to achieve, details are on our website www.normandyshop.co.uk and you can 

always drop us an email at contact@normandyshop.co.uk. 

Fingers crossed for great news in the coming weeks. Thanks for your support  

The Normandy Community Shop and Cafe Team

The Villager 
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Normandy Bonfire Night  

This year Normandy Parish Council are delighted to announce that we are 

planning to stage the traditional bonfire and fireworks night however it will be 

on Thursday 4th November rather than the traditional date of 5
th
 November.  

We hope to have the usual attractions, refreshments and the much loved torch 

lit procession. 

The ongoing success of this event however is always reliant on the generous 

volunteers across the village and therefore we will be contacting those who we 

know have helped in the past. 

If you would like to offer any help or have a source of wooden pallets please 

email us at volunteers@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk, as there are many tasks 

we will need support for, including the building of the ever impressive bonfire. 

Please keep your eyes open at Manor Fruit Farm as we will shortly be sectioning 

off areas to collect material for the bonfire. 

In the meantime don’t forget to block out your diary. 

Cllr Ben Pryke 

 

 

 

Friends of Normandy Wildlife - A return to live talks in the Church Hall!! 

At last, from September, FNW should be able to resume Monthly Monday talks in St Marks Church 

Hall.  At the time of writing, we are planning our Autumn programme, so here are some confirmed 

dates for your diary:    

 Monday September 6th: All about Hazel Dormice – habits, habitats, hibernation and how we can 

help them – Dave Williams, mammal expert 

 Monday October 4th:  UK Bats - Ross Baker, Surrey Bat Group   

 Monday November 1st:  Great white storks breeding in the UK for the first time in hundreds of years– Lucy Groves, 

Knepp White Stork Project Officer 

 Monday December 6th:  Members’ Christmas party 

 

We also hope to have a presentation from the organisation Plantlife, describing the wonderful work converting roadside verges 

across many counties to wild flower and wildlife havens.  All talks start at 7.30 pm and we would love to see all our members 

and friends there.  

 

If you find any wildlife in distress, our two local wildlife rescue centres are Harper Asprey (01344 623106) and Wildlife Aid 

(09061 800132). 

 

 

         

Hazel dormice Yellow berried Guelder rose Ivy bee on ivy flower 

Photocredit: Blogspot.com   Photocredit: animal- 

   wildlifeblogspot.com 

The Villager 

mailto:volunteers@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk


5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Normandy Action Group (NAG) 

We are a local village association run by residents who care about our community and who wish to protect its special character 

and its amenities. Join our free mailing list and become better informed about local issues. Don’t wait until something you 

don’t like starts happening on your back doorstep! 

As lockdown eases, planning applications are coming through thick and fast, and it can be hard to keep up with them 

(although they all go to the NPC Planning Committee for comment). However anyone can arrange to receive email 

notifications from Guildford Borough Council of applications of interest to them. For a guide showing how to do this, go to the 

‘Local Planning’ tab on our website and look for ‘Requesting Applications’. 

It is important to do this, as pressure on the Green Belt in Normandy and the surrounding area continues. There are regular 

attempts to ‘infill’; the recent approval granted for 16 ‘affordable’ dwellings in Beech Lane being one example. There are also 

applications for permission to build outside the existing boundaries of the village, which threatens the green spaces between 

Normandy and its neighbours. The only way to prevent this is to make one’s voice heard by commenting on planning 

applications as they come up. 

A different kind of challenge comes from the current national review of parliamentary constituencies and local government 

wards. The current proposals are for Normandy to move out of Woking constituency and become part of Surrey Heath 

(Camberley), and for Normandy Ward to be combined with Pirbright (although this doesn’t affect the existence of a separate 

Normandy Parish Council). The initial consultation on these proposals is now closed, but they will return later in the year and 

there will be a further chance to comment then. 

Another review underway is of the boundary of the Surrey Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). It is hoped this will 

lead to the inclusion in the AONB of the land between Wanborough and Flexford, currently designated as the less protected 

Area of Great Landscape Value (AGLV). Again, there will be a chance to input into this process in the autumn, and public 

support will be vital. 

If you wish to be kept up-to-date with these and other local planning matters, please visit the NAG website at http://

www.normandynag.org.uk/follow-us and complete the form there so we can place you on our mailing list.  

Mike Aaronson – Chair, NAG Steering Committee 

 

The Villager 

Nature notes and Things to do…. 

 A Berry bonus: Autumn brings a bounty of berries and fruits for wildlife (and us!) to enjoy.  How many 

 different sorts can you find in and around the village, and what kinds of wildlife do they attract?  We would 

 love to hear what you spot when you are out and about.  Why not plant some of the most popular berry 

 producing plants in your garden for wildlife to enjoy next year. 

 Find some flowering ivy:  Ivy flowers very late in the year and can be the only source of nectar for many 

 insects so it is often abuzz with bees, hoverflies and other insects.  How many kinds of insects can you see. 

 Logs and leaves:  Lots of insects and small animals look for places to shelter in and hibernate as the 

 temperatures drop in Autumn.  Building a log or leaf pile can provide an ideal home for hedgehogs, toads, 

 grass snakes, slow worms and the many species of invertebrates that are helpful in our gardens.  

 Colours with your camera:  At this time of year, the Autumn colours and shapes of leaves, fungi, fruits – and 

 even  lichens - are stunning.  Capture some close-ups with your camera and send them to 

 fnwildlife@gmail.com for our website gallery at www.friendsofnormandywildlife.org.uk. 

 

If you are lighting bonfires, don’t forget to check that no hedgehogs or other animals are sheltering in them 

before you set them alight!  

http://www.normandyag.org.uk/follow-us
http://www.normandyag.org.uk/follow-us
mailto:fnwildlife@gmail.com
http://www.friendsofnormandywildlife.org.uk
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Normandy Historians 

Normandy Historians will be resuming their programme of talks in September.  The meetings are held on the third Tuesday of 

each month commencing at 8.00pm at Normandy Village Hall, Glaziers Lane. Normandy GU3 2DD.   

The programme for remainder of this year is:  

21 September:  ‘Exploring our Local Railways’ with Alan Norris. A look at the history and current scene of the railways at 

Wanborough and Ash. 

19 October: ‘The History of Place Names’ by Tony Painter 

16 November: ‘From the River Wey to London Docks’ A 1960’s cine film of a barge trip along the River Thames presented by 

Roger Cansdale of the Basingstoke Canal Society 

21 December: ‘Awake, ye heavenly choirs, and sing’ - The carols our 18
th
 & 19

 th
 century ancestors sung while 'going the 

rounds' of the village on Christmas Eve presented by Ros Clements. 

Teas and coffees will not be served at the meeting, but those attending are welcome to bring their own refreshments. 

Information about the history of Normandy can be found on the Normandy Historians website www.normandyhistorians.co.uk.  

Enquiries to info@normandyhistorians.co.uk or phone 01252 315967. 

 

 

 

Greetings from The Therapy Garden!   

Please come to our NGS Open Day on Sunday September 19
th
 10am to 4pm.  

We’re really looking forward to opening the Garden to you again – come and 

enjoy a stroll round the Garden, see how hard our clients and volunteers have 

been working and admire our beautiful new raised beds.  We’ll be serving light 

lunches and refreshments and there will be plants and produce to buy. 

We’re really delighted to announce the start of our new ‘Gardening for 

Wellbeing’ programme.  This is a Green Social Prescribing project which 

presents an opportunity to enjoy a 6 week programme of gardening activities on 

a Thursday morning.   Gardening for Wellbeing might suit you if you are over 

18, enjoy gardening or would like to give gardening a try (no prior experience 

necessary!), are happy to ‘get your hands dirty’ (although you shouldn’t as you’ll 

be wearing gardening gloves!) and, for example… 

 are anxious, socially isolated and/or lonely 

 have lost confidence after COVID-19 lockdown 

 have mild mental health problems 

 would benefit from increased levels of physical activity if at risk of 

developing conditions such as type 2 diabetes 

 would like to learn new skills 

 may not have your own outdoor space to enjoy 

 have stopped gardening due to ill health or disability but would enjoy 

guided gardening in the company of others 

You can be referred to us by your GP, your Social Prescribing Link Worker or you 

can self-refer.  If you know anyone that might benefit, please do let them know 

about it.  You can find more information on our website:  https://www.thetherapygarden.org/get-involved/gardening-for-

wellbeing/. 

Don’t forget to visit our brilliant new market cart which is normally parked outside the Garden on a Friday alongside the pop up 

market.  On the cart you’ll find fabulous plants and tasty produce from the Garden with an honesty box to make your payment.  

All proceeds go to support the Garden. 

Penny Walters 

 

 

 

 

The Villager 
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The Royal British Legion (RBL) is 100 years old this year 

To celebrate this memorable occasion, on Saturday 18th September, the Normandy Branch will 

be holding two events for all to attend. Entrance will be by ticket, which will go on sale at the 

beginning of September and on the door. Both events will take place at the Normandy RBL 

Hall, Guildford Road, Normandy GU3 2AW.  Tickets for both the afternoon and evening 

events can be obtained from tonycoomber1948@gmail.com or Pat Tugwell on 01483 

811328 and will cost £2.50 for the afternoon and £ 7.00 for the evening. The afternoon event 

will be from 14:00 till 17:00, the evening from 20:00 till 23:00. 

In the afternoon, there will be a Tea Dance with tea and cakes being served and Music will be 

from the 1920’s and upwards. For those who feel that tea is not strong enough, the bar will be open.  

The Normandy Branch is open for membership applications to the RBL and we are seeking a Poppy Appeal Organiser to help 

in organising Poppy Collections around our Village. In the evening Normandy Social Club have organised a Country Night, 

where Line Dancing is actively encouraged. A live Country act will be performing and at both events a raffle will take place. 

All proceeds will go to the Poppy Appeal Fund which needs a cash injection after the reduction in collections last year due to 

Covid.  

Please support this very good cause and help us raise funds for those ex-service personnel who desperately need supporting. 

Cllr Tony Coomber 

 

 

Normandy Gigabit Project 

The Government recently launched a new £5bn ‘Project Gigabit’. This project is to enable more than one million hard to reach 

homes and businesses to have next generation gigabit broadband built to them in the first phase of a £5 billion government 

infrastructure project. Rural areas such as Normandy tend to be the last areas to be upgraded in this sort of scheme, therefore 

there is a second Gigabit Voucher scheme which allows areas which receive under 100Meg of internet vouchers for the 

community to collect to upgrade their broadband. Local resident Amos Ankrah working with the community, has initiated a 

scheme in to upgrade internet to about 250 properties connected to the telephone box near the old Sessions Music shop. This 

upgrade will allow businesses to work more effectively, will allow people to perform better video conferencing from home, will 

allow for better gaming experiences, will increase property values among other benefits. The next stage of the project, when it is 

ready in the next few weeks, will be for the community to claim those vouchers with the help of Openreach. We will let you 

know what to do when the next stage is ready. 

With the Core Project now up and running there is a realisation that there are properties in Normandy which are connected to 

other phone boxes which are not a part of the Core Scheme. Some of these properties also receive poor internet which are 

also eligible for the voucher scheme. Amos is working with the Normandy Parish Council to work out how we can gather the 

information of those that would be interested in the upgrade in these areas as well as getting project sponsors in the area who 

can go to the neighbours to talk about the project and register interest. The easiest way to find out whether you qualify or not is 

to see if you have access to Virgin Media. If you can access Virgin for your internet – you do not qualify. If you cannot access 

Virgin Media and lie outside of the Core Scheme (a list of addresses can be found on www.thetechnology guru.co.uk on the 

Normandy Gigabit Project link) please get in contact with the Parish Council bob.hutton@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk or 

Amos at amos@thetechnologyguru.co.uk or leaving a comment on the technologyguru.co.uk website.  

Amos Ankrah 
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Normandy Bowling Club 

This ‘short mat’ bowling club was founded by local villagers in 1991 and first played in the old Village Hall. From the very 

beginning the aim was to have our own Clubhouse, so fund raising was always paramount. 

We finally achieved that aim and the club is very proud to have built its own clubhouse on Manor Fruit Farm, which we moved 

into in 2010. We have over a hundred members, approximately 60% full playing members and 40% social members. 

The pandemic has curtailed our activities this last 15 months but the club achieved our governing body’s ‘Safe Bowling’ status 

so we have been able to play, when allowed to, with-in the government guidelines. We hope to return to our usual activities very 

soon. 

Normally there are roll-ups on Monday, Wednesday, Friday afternoons at 2pm, Tuesday and Friday evenings at 7pm. New 

players are always welcome. Our club captain, Graham, would be pleased to hear from you on 07907 883177. Come along 

and give it a try. 

The club holds internal competitions and also has friendly matches, both home and away. More competitive players enjoy 

taking part in various leagues and we have members who play for Surrey County. 

There is a very varied social calendar; card afternoons twice a month (whist and cribbage), and other social events such as a 

BBQ in the summer, Quiz Nights, Bingo afternoons, coffee mornings, a Christmas tea party and other social events with 

entertainers. For more information ring our social secretary Mariane on 01483 810202. 

Our latest idea is to try out Boules. A temporary court is being prepared next to the clubhouse to see if there is enough interest 

in playing and if it would be worth building a proper terrain. 

Julie Barratt, Chairman Normandy Bowling Club 

 

 

Normandy Cricket Club 

New residents to Normandy may not be aware that tucked away in Hunts Hill Road is one of the jewels in the village’s crown – 

the cricket club. 

Wander down Hunts Hill Road and you will be rewarded with a view of one of Surrey’s biggest and most beautiful cricket 

grounds, overlooked by a gleaming two storey pavilion which in turn houses the best stocked bar in the village, where drinks are 

available for purchase by members and non-members during matches. 

To the right of the entrance, almost hidden behind the trees, is a 

second ground (built by the club in the 1990s) to provide a home 

venue for the third and fourth teams as well as being home to the 

practice nets. 

The club has been on its current site since 1947 when Normandy’s 

cricket club boasted two elevens enjoying friendly cricket. The club has 

come a long way since then, switching to league cricket in the 1970s 

and being invited to join the prestigious Surrey Championship in the 

early 1990s. 

In the past twenty years the club has continued its rise from humble 

beginnings and is now one of just ten clubs in the county to play in the 

Premier Division of the Surrey Championship, the highest echelon of 

club cricket in Surrey and the standard of cricket in the first eleven is of 

top quality. In recent years players from the club have gone on to 

professional careers within the game with Stuart Meaker still playing for Sussex and both Sam Robson and Nathan Sowter 

representing Middlesex, the former having opened the batting for England and the latter now playing in The Hundred for the 

Oval Invincibles. 

The club is not solely about the 1
st
 XI though and regularly fields five senior teams on Saturdays for players of all abilities and 

has a well organised and flourishing youth section for young players from the ages of 6 to 17. 

Matches are played by the senior sides every Saturday in the summer while Friday nights are set aside for youth practice and 

colts games can usually be found taking place most evenings or on Sunday mornings with the Under 21 Academy side often in 

operation on Sunday afternoons. 

Spectators are welcome and non-playing membership is available to those wishing to become part of one of Normandy’s most 

successful organisations, still run as it has been throughout its 125-year history by volunteers. 

More details can be found on the club website www.normandycricketclub.com. 

The Villager 
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Mental health and loneliness event 

Tackling mental health and loneliness in the UK was a cause for concern before Covid-19.  Figures show that the pandemic 

has only amplified the growth of these conditions in people of all ages.  Which is why the Fairlands Practice Patient 

Participation Group (FPPPG), who act on behalf of The Fairlands Practice and their 

patients, have organised a day that will focus on understanding mental health and 

loneliness issues – causes, symptoms, treatments, prevention and how a healthy lifestyle 

can help.  The event is taking place at the Fairlands Community Centre on Saturday 9
th
 

October from 10.30am – 4.30pm.   

Levels of loneliness in Great Britain have increased since spring 2020.  Figures from the 

Opinions and Lifestyle Survey (OPN) show that between 3
rd
 April to the 3

rd
 May 2020, 

5.0% of people (about 2.6 million adults) said they felt lonely “often” or “always”.  From 

October 2020 to February 2021, that proportion increased to 7.2% of the adult 

population (about 3.7 million adults). Mental health problems have worsened across all age-groups in the past year.  

According to the Office of National Statistics, in adults, the proportion of individuals showing symptoms of depression has 

almost doubled since the start of the pandemic.   

According to NHS England, 16% of 5–16-year-olds have ‘probable’ mental health disorders compared with 10.9% in 2017. In 

light of this concerning information, the FPPPG have invited a wide range of speakers from the NHS, related charities and 

organisations covering problems affecting children, adults and the elderly.  We also have demonstrations from organisations 

who aim to tackle mental health and loneliness such as keep fit and martial arts, plus the choir from Worplesdon Primary 

School. For further information on the event, please visit the recently launched Fairlands Practice Patient Participation Group’s 

Facebook page, website at www.fairlandsmedicalpractice.nhs.uk or email ppg.fairlands@nhs.net. 

 

 

 

What’s Happening at St. Mark’s Church? 

After a number of challenging months, St. Mark’s Church is very much looking forward to 

the remainder of 2021.   

At our PCC meeting on the 21st July we made the decision to maintain the status quo at St. 

Mark's and despite the Government lifting many of the restrictions people coming to church 

for a Sunday morning service will be encouraged to keep socially distanced and to wear 

masks.  St. Mark's has had a deep-clean.  We have unearthed the hymn books and the 

kneelers.  Members of the congregation can sing the first and last hymn.  We know how 

liberating it will feel being able to sing once again. It is important to ensure that our 

congregation feel comfortable and safe, although it is wonderful to be slowly bringing our 

beautiful church back to normal. Life events have also continued at St. Mark’s and we 

recently enjoyed the joyous wedding of Alex and Kate.  Alex has been a long-standing 

member of the church and his friends created a ‘guard of honour’ for the happy couple 

made up of gardening tools.  Not to be left out was their dog Scampy who was their chief 

bridesmaid. Last month we took part in the Normandy Parish Council’s “Picnic on the 

Green”, in conjunction with the Normandy Village Shop and Café Committee which was a great success.  It is lovely to be 

involved in community events. 

We now look ahead to Autumn/Winter months with our annual Harvest Festival and the 175
th
 Anniversary of the consecration 

of St. Mark’s taking place in November.   To celebrate this, we are planning two special services.  On the 21
st
 November, 

Canon Robert Cotton will lead our worship at 10.00am and on the 28
th
 November, the Bishop of Guildford, the Rt. Rev. 

Andrew Watson will celebrate with us in an Advent Service at 10.00am.  We are also looking at planning a dinner to celebrate 

the occasion.  It is an exciting time for St. Mark’s and for the Village, with much to look forward to. 

We look forward to seeing you in St. Mark's on Sunday mornings and to our anniversary celebrations in November.  

Alison Davies and Gill Nevin, Church Wardens 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Villager 
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The Villager 

Advertising 

If you would like to advertise in The Villager, please contact Andy Beams or email andy.beams@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk. 

The publication goes out four times a year in March, June, September and December. Cost to advertise for a year is £50 or 

£15 a publication.  Your advert is also placed on the Parish Council website for a year. 

mailto:andy.beams@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk
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For Your Diary   Normandy Parish Council Meetings 

The Villager 

Here are some of the ways the NPC can keep in touch and you can respond back. Some are traditional means of 

communication like this publication and the village notice boards. We have added more online channels so we can reach you 

more easily, quickly and more comprehensively. 

 Please send any email request through to the Parish Clerk andy.beams@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

 On our NPC website you can find council minutes, agendas and other useful information http://

 normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk/ 

 

 We have a Parish Council Facebook page which can be found at Fb.me/TheNormandyParishCouncil 

  or https://www.facebook.com/TheNormandyParishCouncil 

 

 Please follow our tweets on events and general updates about our village @normandyparish to follow 

 search for normandypc 

 Nextdoor is the best way to stay informed about what’s going on in your neighbourhood https://

 nextdoor.co.uk/ 

Keeping You In Touch 

Council Meetings:                Planning Meetings: 

30th Sept      9th Sept, 30th Sept, 

28th October, 25th Nov     21st October, 11th Nov 

Other: Finance & Governance –9th Sept, 11th Nov; Estates & Facilities - 21st Oct.  Planning 

meetings will start at 7pm followed by Council meetings at 7.30pm.  For more information and to 

confirm location of future meetings, please visit http://www.normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk. 

Further dates for December 2021 and 2022 to be published on the website shortly. 

mailto:leslie.clarke@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk?subject=Leslie%20Clarke
http://normandyparishcouncil.co.uk/
http://normandyparishcouncil.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/TheNormandyParishCouncil
https://www.facebook.com/TheNormandyParishCouncil
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Your Parish Council 

The Villager 

Locum Parish Clerk: Andy Beams 

Email: andy.beams@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Website: http://www.normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Editor: Anna Beuden Email:  anna.beuden@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk           Printed by: Printways 

Contact Us: 

Amy.mcleod@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk             Bob.hutton@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Tony.coomber@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk          Philippa.mitchell@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Geoff.doven@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk             Ben.pryke@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Mark.galloway@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk          Pat.tugwell@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Paul.howarth@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Committees: 

Estates & Facilities: Cllr Mitchell (Chair), Cllr Doven, 

Cllr Howarth, Cllr McLeod, Cllr Pryke, Cllr Tugwell 

Finance & Governance: Cllr Coomber (Chair), Cllr 

Howarth, Cllr Hutton, Cllr Pryke, Cllr Tugwell 

Human Resources: Cllr Hutton (Chair), Cllr Doven, 

Cllr Galloway, Cllr McLeod, Cllr Tugwell 

Planning: Cllr Galloway (Chair), Cllr Coomber, Cllr 

Doven, Cllr Howarth, Cllr Hutton, Cllr Mitchell 

Councillor Amy McLeod 

Chair NPC 

Councillor Tony Coomber 

Councillor Mark Galloway 

Councillor Geoff Doven 

Councillor Paul Howarth 

Councillor Bob Hutton 

Vice Chair NPC 

Councillor Pat Tugwell 

Councillor Ben Pryke Councillor Philippa Mitchell 

 

SCC: keithwitham1@hotmail.co.uk 

(www.facebook.com/keithwitham1)  

GBC: davidbilbe@aol.com 

david.bilbe@guildford.gov.uk  

http://www.normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.facebook.com/keithwitham1
mailto:david.bilbe@guildford.gov.uk

