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Minutes of a meeting of NORMANDY PARISH COUNCIL ESTATES & FACILITIES COMMITTEE held at the ROYAL BRITISH 
LEGION HALL, GUILDFORD ROAD on THURSDAY 6 APRIL 2023 at 7.30 pm. 
 
Committee Members present Cllrs Philippa Mitchell, Dabeer Ahmed and Paul Chillman 
Non-committee members present  Amanda Pick (Parish Clerk), 3 members of the public 
 
EF–146  APOLOGIES  

Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors Cllr Hutton and Tugwell 
 

EF-147  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
Cllr Mitchell  
 

EF-148 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
RESOLVED: The minutes of the meeting of 9 February 2023 were approved as a true record. 
 

EF-149  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC  
Two members of the public from Flyball Club were present to hear the council discuss EF-142. Matter 
EF-142 was brought forward to the first item for discussion. 
A member of the public was present to hear discussion re EF-155. 
 

EF-142  REQUEST FOR LAND USAGE BY SMALL LOCAL BUSINESSES 
(i)   Dogs in Action; to discuss and agree the proposed land usage 

RESOLVED: It was agreed that the council will trail this for a 6 month period for a peppercorn rent in line 

with the other user groups.  Clerk to action an agreement accordingly.  

 
EF-150  CCTV 

   Cllr Howarth has been unable to progress the task 

RESOLVED:   

It was decided to delegate the task to the Clerk with support from the maintenance team, proposal to 

be prepared for the next committee meeting.   

 

EF-151  PLAY AREAS AND RECREACTIONAL EQUIPMENT 

(i) The clerk updated the committee of the play area development progress.  

(ii) Members noted the trim trail is due to have 2 replacement pieces of equipment installed next 

week.  The repair on the see saw has been completed following the resolution of EF-137 (ii). 

RESOLVED:  It was agreed by the committee via email to the following repair on the see saw:  

Removal and disposal of existing bearing, supply and install of new bearing supply and install of 2 wear 

pads. 

Subtotal  £1,425.00 

VAT   £   285.05 

Total   £1,710.28 

 

The broken piece of equipment for the green gym is unable to be repaired by the manufacturer.  The 

Clerk will ask our maintenance team and the welder to assess the piece of equipment if it was to be 

altered for safety or if their recommendation is for removal. 
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EF-152  NORMANDY COMMON 

  To receive an update and decide on next steps for the following: 

(i) New conservation group 

RESOLVED: the setting-up of a subcommittee agreed, the clerk with plan accordingly 

(ii) Sports pavilion 

RESOLVED: The maintenance team have been preparing the pavilion for reopening.  The 

building has been given a full clean, repairs were required to the leaking toilets, no legionella 

testing was done as the hot water is not being switch back on.  Clerk to advise the insurance 

company of the building reopening.  

(iii) Normandy Pond  

RESOLVED: Members noted the ROSPA safety checks is not a requirement, the fee is very high.  

Upon researching the Clerk found out the borough nor neighbouring parish carry these out.  

Members reviewed the report from the previous safety inspection and concluded the 

information was the same, no further inspection is required at this stage, but the situation will 

be reviewed annually by the new conservation sub-committee. Proposal was agreed to delegate 

an annual risk assessment of the pond to the clerk and Cllr Mitchell, with an annual review of 

requirement of a RoSPA.  

 

EF-153  MANOR FRUIT FARM 
To receive an update or note agreements on the following: 
(i) Memorial Plaque 

RESOLVED: It was noted the committee agreed to the purchase of a memorial plaque to honour 
the late Queen for locating by the newly planted trees on MFF, cost £154.99.  It was suggested 
an unveiling at the Coronation event, the Clerk will plan with the Coronation Working Party. 

(ii) Peace Garden  
RESOLVED: It was noted that an onsite meeting was held at the Peace Garden with 2 local 
volunteers who are assisting with designing a refreshed look for the garden.  The committee 
agreed a guide for the costs to be no more than £5,000.  This is to be separate but aligned to 
the accessibility project. It was noted the Clerk has submitted a grant to Sport England for an 
accessibility grant for Manor Fruit Farm for access to be improved to the play area, green gym, 
peace garden and the surrounding area. 

(iii) Bonfire clearance  
Members discussed the maintenance team dug an inspection hole at the site of the bonfire.  
The mental shards and nails go down well over a meter which would be too expensive to 
remove from site and to refill.  Added to there being no allowance for soil to be removed from 
the site of MFF due to contamination it was decided not to clear the site, but to leave it fenced 
off.  
RESOLVED: It was determined that there needs to be a long-term solution for this matter.  The 
council needs to consider whether an EMR need to be considered for removal.  Cllr Ahmed will 
contact GBC to ask if removal of the soil is permission as it is contaminated, conduct research on 
getting the land back to normal, Clerk will contact Ripley PC and Cllr Mitchell will contact the 
Puttenham Bonfire Committee so an informed recommendation can be made to full council.    

(iv) Bowls Club  
RESOLVED: It was noted that the Bowls Club will be increasing the size of their Pétanque 
Terrain. 

(v) Car parking spaces 
Supporting document was circulated ahead of the meeting.  As the shop nears completion there 
needs agreement from Council on the size of the parking bays and the number of specialist 
spaces.  The larger the spaces the less spaces there will be.  The MFF working party requested 
2.5m was adopted by the council. 
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RESOLVED: The committee agreed the proposals in the briefing note.  It was noted that the 

baby spaces do not need to be near a building but to allow safe access to the pathways. 

 

EF-154  ALLOTMENTS 

Members discussed the works required 2023.  These included removal of rubbish from site and creating 

a hard standing with type 1 chippings.  Cost anticipated to be approx. £2,600.   

RESOLUTION: The committee delegated the task to Clerk to put arrangements in place at the above fee.    

    

EF-155  SUSTAINABLE TRAVEL 
(i) Following a request from a resident, Members considered installing cycle racks in the village 
RESOLUTION: No funding has been allocated for bike stands but the council will seek a grant.  It was also 
considered that the council could encourage village organisations including RBL, NCC, NTC, churches,  
MFF residents etc to install additional racks.  The council will ask residents in The Villager where they 
would like to see bike stands. 
(ii) An additional request was received for walking and cycling routes in the village to be published 
RESOLUTION: the council will link to GBC and SCCs interactive maps to promote local paths. Cllr Mitchell 
will send the links to the Assistant Clerk, Briony, for her to upload. 

 
EF-156  REQUEST FOR LAND USAGE BY SMALL LOCAL BUSINESSES  

(ii) Wild Explorers; to note the agreed land usage 

RESOLVED: The council have received a request to use public land for a club from a local group called 

‘Wild Explorers’.  They are seeking a venue to host nature-based environmental education sessions for 

primary aged children and their parent/carer, the aim is to introduce them to the wildlife and habitats 

we have in Normandy. 

The course leader is an experienced environmental educator and qualified in Outdoor First Aid. It is also 

to be noted she is a Normandy Councillor.  The council agreed that so long as the group completed a 

litter pick to benefit the wider community each time use of the council land is acceptable.   

   

EF-157  GENERAL MAINTENANCE  

   Members heard an update on the handyman tasks completed and forthcoming tasks required. 

RESOLVED: Members noted their ongoing hard work. 
 

EF-158  ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND/OR INCLUSION ON FUTURE AGENDAS 
To receive any urgent information items and agree any items for inclusion on future estates and 
facilities and/or committee agendas. 
 
CFGA Grants – allotments / cycle racks  
 
There being no further business, the meeting ended at 9.23pm. 


