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Chairman’s welcome
Welcome to the latest edition of The Villager.  I write 
these notes before this year’s major summer event, 
The Wander Festival.  This will have taken place by 
the time that you receive this newsletter and I hope 
that it will have been a great success.  The organisers 
have put in a significant amount of planning and their 
efforts deserve to be rewarded with a successful 
event.  Although the festival is being run by a private 
organisation, the aim is to generate funds for the 
Parish Council.  The council welcome feedback on the 
event so that we can take on board lessons for future 
activities in the village.

Following the King’s Coronation event in May the Lord Lieutenant of Surrey has presented the village 
with a commemorative plaque.  This has been installed at the Village Hall where it can be viewed by 
anyone visiting the Manor Fruit Farm site.  

Since the last edition of the newsletter, we have been fortunate to welcome two new councillors, 
Jane Hill and Isa Nagle-Taylor, to fill the vacancies and bring the council up to full strength. You will 
find brief introductions to Jane and Isa inside.  Welcome to Jane and Isa!  

We are already planning for this year’s bonfire event as well as various conservation activities.  
The council can only organise these activities with the willing help of volunteers.  To that extent we are 
always keen to hear from village residents who wish to become involved.

Paul Chillman - Chairman of the Council
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The Parish Office is open every 
Friday in the Village Hall until 1pm.  

Clerk contact details:  
clerk@ 

normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk  
07739 969518

Parish Office

Normandy’s 
Bonfire 

Friday 3rd November 2023
Manor Fruit Farm

Procession starts 6.30pm  
(from Football pitch at Normandy Common)

7pm Bonfire lit
7.15pm Low bang fireworks

8pm Main display
Volunteers are needed for the village bonfire  

night celebrations, we would love to hear from    
   anyone who is interested - please contact the parish clerk - 

clerk@normandyparishcouncil.co.uk
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A New Play Area For Manor Fruit Farm – Have Your Say
As we all know playgrounds are the beating heart of 
any community, serving as a hub for children’s laughter, 
boundless energy, and social interactions. These spaces 
provide invaluable opportunities for children to develop 
physical skills, socialise, and explore their imaginations. 
However, just like any other infrastructure, play equipment 
in local parks comes with a lifespan. 
Sadly, the play area at MFF is approaching the end of its lifecycle 
and we want YOUR input as to what is needed to revitalise this 
essential space. Many of the wooden balance/climbing features are 
getting old and tired due to wear and tear from use and exposure 
to the elements.  These features were built in 2008 and have had a 
great life, bringing joy and fun to hundreds of young people.

Why do children need play areas?  Fun is the most obvious, but 
they also have a key role in child development: the growth of motor 
skills, muscle development and coordination alongside spaces for 
social interaction, cooperation, and problem solving as children 
play together. Play areas also offer a break from the digital world, 
encouraging outdoor exploration which helps mental well-being.

Your Parish Council would like your input as to the types of play 
features you think would be best for this area, the age ranges they 
should be suitable for and what the feel of a new play area could 
look like.

We have created an online and paper-based survey for you to 
fill in.  We would like views from all members of the community – 
children, parents, care-givers, grandparents - anyone who has an 
interest in the development of a new play area.

How to complete the survey:-
Scan the QR code or use this link on 
your computer, phone or tablet.   www.
surveymonkey.co.uk/r/PPT9RHG

Paper copies of the survey will be 
available at the Parish office, noticeboards 
and Normandy Shop and Café. 

Completed paper copies can be posted 
through the letter box at Normandy Village 
hall. 

All forms to be completed and returned by 23rd October 2023

Normandy Conservation Group
I am really excited to announce 
that the Normandy Conservation 
Group is now up and running.  We 
had a workshop in June and the 
first Committee meeting at the end 
of August – unfortunately after the 
deadline for the Villager to go to print.
Some volunteers got started early, clearing 
the ditch between Manor Fruit Farm and 
gardens so that the water flows more freely 
and with luck the Normandy Therapy 
Garden will no longer have a slithery bog 
alongside their back fence. 

Our first aims will be to remove some 
of the non-native species on Normandy 
Common – especially rhododendron, 

cherry laurel and bamboo.  
The Pond also needs some 
love and attention this winter, 
keeping the ditches leading into 
it and from it clear, fixing a leak 
and possibly a bit of dredging 
around the edges.  Other jobs 
include clearing the sides of the 
permissive horse ride of some of 
the brambles so that other plants 
get a look in and it is easier for 
people, horses, cyclists and dogs 
to walk along.  A few other ditches 
need clearing as well, so that the 
water flows well through them and 
doesn’t clog culverts leading to 
flooded paths or roads.
It will not all get done at once! 
However, we hope that many of you will 
be able to join in with the Work Parties 
that will be run through the autumn and 
winter.  Even if you can only make one of 
them for an hour, your help is very much 
appreciated.  Events will be posted on our 
website, via social media and on the Parish 
Noticeboards.  If you would like to be on 
the email list for the Normandy Conservation 
Group then please email the Clerk on clerk@
normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk.

Not all the roles for this Group need to 
be hard, physical labour!  We also need 
volunteers to support the council with linked 
projects that may require research, 

fundraising, running events or helping to 
maintain records.

The Parish Council is hoping to work 
closely with Merrist Wood College on some 
projects at Manor Fruit Farm and Normandy 
Common, providing real-life work for the 
students and helping us manage these assets 
for the future of Normandy.

if you are interested in joining the 
Conservation Working party, please 
get in touch with the Parish Clerk clerk@
normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk

Written by Councillor Philippa Mitchell, 
Chair, Estates & Facilities Committee
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Who’s new
Isa Nagle-Taylor
Having lived in Normandy for 8 years, 
I have developed a deep appreciation 
for the character of our parish. I have 
witnessed some of the challenges that 
we face, as well as the opportunities 
that lie ahead. I firmly believe that active 
community involvement is essential for 
ensuring that our parish continues to thrive.
My professional background in teaching has equipped me with the ability to analyse 
situations, think critically and collaborate effectively with diverse groups of individuals. I 
am confident that these skills, combined with my dedication to our community, will enable 
me to contribute positively to the decision-making that impacts our parish.

I am a firm believer in transparent and inclusive governance. I am committed to 
listening to concerns, suggestions, and aspirations of my fellow residents. I see the role of 
Parish Councillor not only as a position of responsibility but also an opportunity to foster 
unity, facilitate constructive dialogue and work together towards shared goals.

Jane Hill
After leaving school in 1978, I started my working 
life in Retail for a well-known high street brand, 
staying with them until January 1984 when the 
Guildford branch sadly closed to make way for 
the White Lion Walk shopping complex. 
I then took time out to bring up my son, heading back 
into employment in 1990, this time my role was office 
based for Merrychef; a manufacturer of commercial 
microwave ovens, and it was during the next few 
years with them that I was given the opportunity 
to first explore the world of Project Management, 
working in tandem with the Sales & Marketing 

Director from who I learnt so much.
My career has had many turns including that of Project Manager for a local telecoms 

and internet provider, Sales & Marketing Manager for a national educational charity 
(Senior/3rd Age), Legal Secretary for a firm of commodity brokers, PA to three Directors 
at a local video game company and then, finally as PA to the Chief Executive Officer 
at one of the Top 5 UK insurance companies where my key skills of communication, 
budgeting, P&L, and project management stood me in good stead. 

I was made redundant in June 2019 and now retired, feel I have the time to begin to 
give something of myself back to this beautiful area in which lie the villages of Normandy 
and Pirbright, having lived in the area nearly all my life. 

I have no doubt that the next few months will be full of challenges as I get to grips with 
the intricacies of local government, but I’m looking forward to it, as well as working with 
my fellow Councillors.

Volunteer spotlight!

What do you do to volunteer for 
the council?
I carry out playground and exercise 
equipment inspections in the village on a 
weekly basis, I have helped plant trees and 
decorate the Christmas tree. I helped in the 
Jubilee street party and Coronation BBQ 
celebrations and have volunteered to help 
with the Music Festival in September, which 
is aimed to raise funds for better playground 
equipment amongst other things. And will also 
be part of any other event as much as I can. 
How long have you been 
volunteering?
Since November 2022, officially. 
Why do you volunteer?
I volunteer for the council because I already 
support some of my most vulnerable 
neighbours but feel I should extend this support 
to the wider community, I enjoy meeting new 
people along the way, feeling that there is 
a sense of community spirit and love getting 
involved in public events.  It is in my nature to 
want to look after people of all ages.  

Having lived in Normandy for 13 
years I have great pride in being part of it, 
especially the tree planting as it is a legacy 
for the future of our community. I work full 
time and a part time student so I only wish I 
had more time to dedicate to volunteering 
and would encourage any of our villagers to 
consider volunteering if it is appropriate for 
them as it is very rewarding to give something 
back to the community.

Irene Hodgson
Playground inspector & general volunteer

THE VILLAGER IS GOING ONLINE 
– In 2024, the Villager will be going 
online via our website. However, we 

will make copies available at the parish 
office, the shop and café, the doctors 

etc. (all subject to permissions) as well as 
the leaflet holders on our noticeboards. 
Those who don’t use computers, house 
bound or who struggle with mobility 

may struggle to receive a copy, a phone 
number would therefore be offered 

for residents to request to remain on a 
household distribution list. Please call the 

parish clerk on 07739 969518

Dog walkers
There’s no doubt our dogs are our best friends and the best dog in the world.  But to 
people you meet when you are out and about in Normandy, some dogs can seem 
intimidating, especially when joined by walk-buddies. When a group of dogs runs up 
to someone barking, it can be a nerve-wracking experience.  

Sadly, we all heard of the lady who was fatally injured by a pack of dogs on a 
walk in Caterham earlier this year. Normandy Council have been advised of local 
dogs who appear to have demonstrated pack-like behaviours, although we anticipate 
these dogs are friendly, the fatality remains fresh in peoples memory.  

We urge all dog walkers to remember that your dog is your responsibility and 
should always be within your sight and be able to return to you quickly when called.  
If they cannot do this, please keep your dog on lead at all times when out in the 
community. 
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Peace and Tranquillity in the Heart of Normandy
For a while now, the Parish Council have been considering relandscaping of the current garden area which contains the 
memorials to those lost during WW1 and WW2 as well as several gravestones, known as the Peace Garden. These 
memorials would be relocated to the war memorial by the crossroads by the Royal British Legion.

It is well know that access to green spaces has a 
beneficial effect on physical and mental wellbeing. 
Our aim is to provide residents with a peaceful and 
tranquil area in which to sit and reflect whilst enjoying 
the surroundings, taking in the scent of the wild flowers, 
watching the insects, bees and birds as they fly in and 
out of the borders and sensory plants.

Our vision is that there will be new seating, 
pathways and planting areas, including a gravel 
garden and prairie border. The majority of plants 
will be native to the UK apart from a beautiful 
Mediterranean olive tree. Plants will be selected to 
attract and benefit a range of wildlife throughout the 
seasons. Dove sculptures will adorn the entrances.

The new refreshed Peace Garden will be the link 
between the many areas within Manor Fruit Farm 
including the new shop and café, village hall and 
play area and we will be seeking funding to support 
this project. 

An update on our progress with this exciting 
project will be included in the next edition of The 
Villager  and also posted on the Parish website.

Written by Councillor 
Jane Hill – Estates 
and Facilities 
Committee
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Plaque to Commemorate Coronation of King Charles III Unveiled
A plaque to commemorate the Coronation of King Charles III was unveiled on 02 September 2003 at 2pm in 
Normandy, Guildford. The plaque was presented by the Lord-Lieutenant of Surrey.

It is a splendid carved plaque made of metal, 
created by the British Ironwork Centre, the same 
team who made the National Monument 
Against Violence & Aggression (The Knife 
Angel) which was on display at Guildford 
Cathedral during March.

At the unveiling ceremony The Lord-
Lieutenant, Michael More-Molyneux, gave 
a brief speech about the significance of the 
plaque and described the jubilation and 
splendour of the Coronation in Westminster 
Abbey. The plaque is placed on permanent 
display in a public place at Normandy Village 
Hall, for all to enjoy.

The Lord-Lieutenant said, 
“I am delighted to unveil this plaque in honour 

of Their Royal Highnesses, and our Coronation 
celebrations. It is a beautiful and fitting tribute to this  
momentous occasion.”

The Vice Chairman of the Parish Council, Councillor 
Bob Hutton, said, “This plaque is a wonderful 

addition to our community. It is a reminder not 
only of the fabulous celebration event held in 
the village to mark the occasion, an event the 
Parish Council shared with St Mark’s church, 
but also of our commitment to the Monarchy. 
We are grateful to the Surrey Lieutenancy for 
presenting this to our village and to the British 
Ironwork Centre for creating this beautiful 
piece of art.”

The unveiling ceremony was attended by 
members of the community, including Parish 

Councillors as well as representatives of St 
Marks Church and Normandy Village Hall, and 

followed by a delicious cream tea.
The plaque is a lasting reminder of the coronation 

of King Charles III and the important role that the Monarchy 
plays in British society. It is a tribute to the history and traditions of our 
country, and a symbol of hope and unity for the future.
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Normandy Shop and Café is now open for Business !!!

We’re proud to announce that the waiting is over and the Community Shop 
and Café is now open for business. This will be, in the short term, not for the 
whole week but we are working to increase the number of days and hours we 
open over the coming weeks.
We decided it would be best to have a 
gradual approach to opening the shop 
so we opened the doors on Thursday 
17th August, without making any formal 
announcements. We were extremely pleased 
that the early days went well, with favourable 
comments and relatively few problems. So 
from the initial three days a week we’re now 
moving to four days a week and then up 
from there. At the same time, we’re looking 
to open for longer hours, but we have to 
take into account that our progress in both of 
these aims will be to some extent determined 
by the number of volunteers we can get to 
work these extra hours.  

One particular aspect of the extended 
opening is that we feel that it would be 
difficult to continue to provide the level of 
service we deliver over the whole week 
at present. So we’ve decided that, at least 
initially, we will only provide the full café 
menu on the three days per week as we 
have from the outset - that is Thursday to 
Saturday from 9am to 3pm with last orders 
taken by 2pm. On the other days we are 
open, we will continue to offer a variety of 
teas and coffees prepared by our excellent 
baristas and also our delicious home-made 
cakes & savouries.

Our aim is that during September we will 
have our shop fully stocked and hopefully 
open 6 days a week. Over the next few 
weeks, then, we will be releasing further 
information, announcing products, and 
keeping you updated on our progress.

Now a little more about the 
Café and Shop:
The café  
Feedback on the café has been tremendous 
to date, so it’s a credit to Dee Ransom and 
her team for creating a very popular menu, 
for which we have had a great deal of 
positive feedback. Well done, Dee and the 
team, and thanks to all the volunteers who 
have made it such an inviting place to dine 
and drink.

Whilst talking about volunteers, I have 
to ask anyone who lives in and around 
Normandy and who has an interest in 

volunteering, please do come forward, 
we can’t survive without volunteers. I know 
everyone’s lives these days are so busy, but 
an hour a week or whatever you can spare 
could make all the difference. We’re looking 
for people to deliver to tables, clear tables, 
fill shelves in the shop, but also people to 
clean out of hours, to help with admin, handy 
people, to help with all manner of jobs that 
we will need to complete. I believe we have 
a happy bunch of volunteers, of which I am 
one, who will make everyone welcome, and 
who will enjoy our working atmosphere. If 
you’re interested, please drop an email to 
contact@normandyshop.co.uk or just pop 
into the shop and café and speak to one of 
us and fill in one of our forms.

 
The shop
And now we have the shop up and running 
under the capable management of Theodore 
Aitken. So what does the shop stock? The 
intention has always been for this to be the 
convenience store the village has been dying 
for, for so long. Theodore has been working 
hard with members of the Management 
Committee to agree the contents of the 
shop, their location and pricing. While we 
cannot claim to match the big supermarkets, 
we aim to provide competitive prices for the 
goods you need on a day-to-day basis. 
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Village Shop and Café Competition
Unleash your creativity and design the village shop cafe of your dreams in our exciting 
drawing competition. The lucky winner of this competition will not only have their 
artistic masterpiece proudly displayed for all to see but will also be bestowed with the 
honour of being part of the ribbon cutting ceremony at the grand opening ceremony on 
Saturday 14th October 2023. So, grab your coloured pencils, pens, and imagination, and 
let your artistic talents flourish as you visualise the perfect village shop and café.

All entries to be handed into the shop by Saturday 7th October 2023. Please remember to add your name, 
adults name and contact number on the back of your entry. The winner will be informed and must be 
available on Saturday 14th October 2023.

Calling 
all young aspiring artists aged 5 to 11 years old!

Along with these essentials we also carry a 
variety of local produce and some excellent 
specialities.

We provide basic items such as bread 
and milk along with cooking and baking 
ingredients as well as crisps, sweets and ice 
creams. You will also find non-prescription 
medical items. The premises are also 
licensed, so you will also be able to pick up 
beers, wines and spirits. 

Fruit and vegetables are being provided 
by Boz of Woking, who will already be 

Shop & Café  Grand 
Opening!

Saturday 14th October at 2pm!You are invited to join us for our grand opening on Saturday 14th October at 2pmCome and help us celebrate with tea & cake  and have a browse around the selection  of local suppliers stalls
You can buy tickets by scanning the QR code or via this link 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/normandy-community-shop-and-cafe-grand-opening-tickets-715884438627?aff=oddtdtcreator

known to many of you as the ones who have 
delivered great quality on their Friday market 
stall at Manor Fruit Farm. As well as providing 
their fruit and vegetables throughout the 
week, they will also continue to attend on 
Friday mornings to provide a wider variety of 
goods. Alongside them, Tim ‘the fish man’ will 
continue to attend on Friday at 10:30am with 
his excellent selection of fresh fish, and we 
have recently agreed that BrownBread can 
continue to provide their bread and cakes 
on a Friday morning. So, not a market, but at 
least you’ll find excellent variety and quality 
throughout the week.

 At last, Normandy’s Community Shop 
and Café is a reality - we’ve waited a while, 
but we’re sure you’ll agree it’s all been worth 
waiting for!

 So why not come along and try it out, if 
you haven’t already?

See you soon!
The Normandy Community Shop 

and Café Team
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On the 9th of September, over 1,000 residents, music enthusiasts and festival-
goers gathered on the green at Manor Fruit Farm, for an unforgettable 
experience - Wander Festival 2023. This musical extravaganza, organised by 
Goldun Egg in partnership with Normandy Parish Council, brought together 
a diverse line-up of talented artists, tantalising food vendors, dedicated kids’ 
area, the Wander Bar, a gin bar and coffee bar.  All supported by an army of 
dedicated volunteers. Despite some extreme weather conditions, the festival 
turned out to be an incredible success, creating lasting memories for our 
village. At the time of going to print the money raised is still being counted.
The festival boasted an impressive line-up 
of artists, featuring a wide range of musical 
genres to attempt to cater to every taste. 
Attendees were treated to sensational 
performances from emerging artists as 
well as renowned acts such as Groove 
Manoova, Ines Rae, Billy Locket, Ward 
Thomas, and the grand finale, the legendary 
Chesney Hawkes. The eclectic mix of 
artists ensured that there was something for 
everyone, from fans of indie and country to 
pop and rock.

2023

I just wanted to say a huge thank 

you to everyone who was involved in 

organising the festival yesterday. I can 

imagine it felt quite a risky when you 

decided to go ahead, and that some 

residents weren’t happy about the 

idea, but I’m so pleased that you did. 

So many brilliant local artists and food 

vendors, great organisation, a beautiful 

venue and sunshine! Couldn’t have been 

better. If you can, please pass on our 

thanks to Jake and Goldun Egg as well. 

Lucky us to have had such a great event 

in our village. Fingers crossed you do it 

again next year.

“
“

Congratulations on the festival,  

it was awesome“

“
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Groove Manoova got the crowd grooving with their infectious 
beats, setting the tone for the day. Ines Rae’s soulful melodies touched 
the hearts of the audience, while Billy Locket’s raw talent left a striking 
impression. Ward Thomas charmed the crowd with their harmonious 
country tunes, and Chesney Hawkes brought down the house, 
proving why he’s a beloved icon in the music industry.

We hope you found the festival’s culinary offerings to be just as 
impressive as its musical line-up. A diverse array of food vendors 
lined the festival grounds, ensuring the festival-goers could indulge 
in a variety of culinary delights. From Jerk Chicken to Pad Thai, there 
was no shortage of options to satisfy every palate. I think we were all 
thankful for the ice cream vendor on such an incredibly hot day!

The festival’s uniquely designed Wander Bar was a hit, serving up 
a specially crafted “Wander Punch” that matched perfectly with the 
hot weather. The bar also offered an extensive selection of beverages, 
including craft beers, cocktails, and non-alcoholic options, ensuring 
that everyone had something to enjoy.  

What a lovely family fun filled festival attended at Manor Fruit Farm 

yesterday with our daughter, son in law and grandson who have recently moved 

into Normandy.  Despite the extreme weather everyone stayed cool and just had 

fun. It was expertly run and all went smoothly or so it seemed from our point of 

view.
We live in Farnham but love coming over to events in the village. The shop/

café is a regular haunt and everyone is so friendly and welcoming.
I hope you are repeating it next year?

“

“

Brilliant day. Chesney was brilliant 

and we all had a wonderful time“

“

I would just like to thank Amy and all the other NPC organisers 

and volunteers for an absolutely amazing Wander Festival yesterday. 

Yes this was Normandy! My family and I had a brilliant afternoon and 

evening. Incredibly well laid out and organised, great food and drinks 

choices, really enjoyable music/acts line up. We had fun in the silent 

disco and youngest grandson spent most of the day on the football 

stand! With bright blue sky, a sea of bright coloured umbrellas, so 

many happy people and festival wands waving for the evening. What 

a treasured day - thank you. Look forward to hearing how many 
thousands attended! Roll on 2024!

“
“

Congratulations to Jake Gosling, the event 

team and all the volunteers for putting on a 

wonderful festival. Looking forward to another 

fantastic celebration of music next year!
“ “

An amazing day incredibly well 

organised. Well done all. Couldn’t 

believe it was all on our doorstep“

“

A fabulous day.  Thank you all for your hard 

work putting it on….and what a treat to have 

Ward Thomas and Chesney Hawkes on our 

doorsteps!  Wonderfully organised.
“ “

It was the best thing that’s happened to Normandy.  My whole street came and we had such fun. If it wasn’t too stressful, we would love another next year.

“ “
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Some learning for us was that the bar 
was set at festival prices as opposed to 
community event prices, which is something 
that is being reflected upon for future events.

Wander Festival prides itself on being a 
family-friendly event. The dedicated kids’ 
area was a haven for children and their 
parents, featuring activities like face painting, 
hook a duck, a coconut shy and football 
games. Families were able to enjoy quality 
time together while basking in the festival’s 
vibrant atmosphere.

One of the standout features of the 
event was the incredible dedication and 
hard work of its volunteers. These unsung 
heroes played a pivotal role in ensuring the 
smooth operation of the event. They worked 
tirelessly across three days to assist setting 
up the event, maintain the cleanliness of the 
venue, worked at the bar and at the entrance 
processing tickets, plus considerably more 
behind the scenes tasks. Its is these very 
special people that made the event so 
successful.

We hope that Wander Festival 2023 will 
be remembered as a remarkable celebration 

of music and community. The diverse 
line-up of artists, delectable food options, 
family-friendly activities, and the dedication 
of volunteers created an unforgettable 
experience for all in attendance. As the final 
notes of Chesney Hawkes’ performance 
echoed through the village, it was clear that 
Wander Festival 2023 had proven itself as 
‘the one and only’ a must-attend event.

Great day, hope there is another 

one next year“

“

Brilliant day and well organised. Hope it happens next year“

“
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What are your thoughts on Padel Tennis at Manor Fruit Farm?  
In the last few months, local community members Ben and Josh have been liaising with the parish council on the 
proposal for a Padel club in Normandy. Read on to hear more about their proposal:

Based on the feedback gathered, the location of the proposed Padel court has been changed to Manor Fruit Farm. 
We feel this new proposal presents a great opportunity to strengthen the community hub at Manor Fruit Farm, where the 
highly anticipated village shop and café has recently opened, while bringing an accessible and exciting new sport to 
the community.  Normandy Parish Council have requested we gain feedback from the community to determine if this is 
something that residents want and need in our village. 
We have spoken to some residents of 
Normandy community, and we are happy 
to share a quick FAQ below which touches 
on some of the main questions and feedback 
we have heard from residents so far.  We 
are keen to hear from as many people as 
possible, so at the end of the article is a link 
to a feedback form, where you can share 
your thoughts and opinions and ask any 
further questions not covered below.

What is Padel? 
Padel is a form of tennis that is easy to 
play, fun and highly sociable. It’s played 
in a doubles format on an enclosed court 
about a third of the size of a tennis court. The 
game is much easier to pick up than other 
sports, making it more accessible to all ages 
and abilities. As a result, Padel is the fastest 
growing sport in the world.  

Who can play?  
Padel is for everyone, and can be played 
by anyone. It’s easy to pick up and can be 
played by any age, gender and sporting 
ability. It is a great activity to socialise with 
others while also keeping fit and healthy. It 
requires less movement than tennis due to the 
smaller court and is a game of precision and 
skill than aerobic capacity or brute force.

Where is the new proposed location for 
the courts?
Manor Fruit Farm (MFF) was leased by 

Normandy Parish Council from Guildford 
Borough Council in 2000 for 125 years 
to provide recreational facilities for the 
community. The existing facilities consist of a 
conventional playground, adult fitness green 
gym, trim trail, Peace Garden, benches and 
picnic benches, Normandy Bowling Club, 
Guildford Archery Club, Normandy Therapy 
Garden, the new Normandy Village Shop 
and Café and the village hall where there 
are numerous clubs, sports and activities run 
at the hall every week.

Will there be noise from the courts? 
Padel courts are much quieter than you might 
expect – they are approximately the same 
noise level as a washing machine. We have 
also carefully planned the proposed location 
of the courts at Manor Fruit Farm, to minimise 
noise further. The image shows that there are 
no houses to the south or east of the court 
and houses to the west are blocked by the 
existing village hall. To the north, the closest 
house is almost 200m away (see map 
below). 

Will there be light pollution?  
We would like to include small, targeted 
downlights to allow the community to enjoy 
the facility in the winter with reduced light 
spillage. As the court is much smaller, the 
height of the lights and the amount of light 
spillage is much less than the tennis courts. 
We also suggest turning all lights off at 
10pm, in line with the local tennis club 
floodlight policy. Note that the Village Hall 
lights remain on until 11pm each night.   

continued overleaf…

The proposed location is next to 
the village hall, opposite the car 
park indicated by the blue boxes 
(see map). 
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…Padel Tennis continued 

What will the impact be on traffic and 
parking? 
The maximum occupancy of two courts is 
eight people. If all players drive and travel 
separately, there would potentially be up 
to eight additional cars in the Manor Fruit 
Farm car park. Though Manor Fruit Farm car 
park holds ample space and overflow by 
the archery club, as a local community club 
we would expect and encourage members 
to either walk, cycle or carshare (if needed) 
to travel to the club anyway. In summary, we 
wouldn’t expect local residents to notice any 
meaningful difference.  
How much will it cost if I want to play? 
As a club centred on community 
engagement, we will offer preferential rates 
for residents of the Normandy community. 
This will include a range of options to ensure 
everyone is able to play as often as suits 

them (e.g. membership options to suit all 
types of players (single, couple, family), and  
“pay as you play”)  

Why now?  
The Lawn Tennis Association, the national 
governing body of tennis in Great Britain, is 
embracing the sport by offering support to 
implement Padel clubs in communities across 
the UK. This support, however, will only be 
available for a limited period of time, and so 
we are keen to act now so we can bring this 
fun and accessible sport to Normandy whilst 
the support is available to do it.  

How will Normandy benefit from this? 
In Normandy, we pride ourselves on having 
an idyllic village and thriving community, with 
multiple local businesses, and social and 
competitive clubs. The inclusion of a Padel 
club will further enhance the community 
hub at Manor Fruit Farm. Players will be 
encouraged to visit the newly opened village 

shop and café to pick up snacks and grab 
a tea after playing. The club will provide 
another great service to the community, 
where all ages, genders and abilities can 
come together to socialise while keeping fit 
and healthy. And the courts can be made 
available for other fundraising initiatives 
within the village.   

 We’d love to hear your 
thoughts and opinions. 
Please fill out this short 
questionnaire  
https://tinyurl/
normandypadel 
which includes an option 
to share additional 

feedback and ask any further questions 
you may have. You may also contact us at 
normandpadel@gmail.com or follow us on 
Instagram@NormandyPadel.  

 
Ben & Josh – proposers of the 
Normandy Padel Club. 

A Lift for Normandy Village Hall
As many of you know, Normandy 
has a beautiful and well equipped 
Village Hall which is very well used 
by the local community for a wide 
range of regular activities and one 
off events.  On the ground floor we 
have two large halls with kitchens 
serving each of them, and upstairs is 
a Meeting Room and the Guildford 
O Gauge Group’s Clubroom.  We 
believe that installing a lift would 
make a huge difference to the 
usability of the upstairs rooms and 
we are currently developing plans to 
achieve this.

We would very much 
welcome your input in this 
project by answering the 
following questions:
1. Do you currently use any of the facilities at 

Normandy Village Hall?

2. If so, please indicate which of the halls / 
rooms you use and how often.

3. Would you be more likely to use the 
upstairs rooms if there was a lift?

4. If you are an activity organiser, can 
you give us an idea of how many extra 

bookings you might make and participants 
you might attract if there was a lift?

5. If you are already a regular user of the 
upstairs facilities, what difference, if any, 
would it make if a lift is installed?

6. Do you support the idea of a lift for 
Normandy Village Hall?

7. We might wish to follow up some of the 
comments we receive so please include 
your email address and phone number if 
you are happy for us to contact you.

Please email your replies with 
any other comments to chair@
normandyvillagehall.org.uk or pop a 
note into our letter box which is beside the 
NVH door opposite the main Manor Fruit 
Farm car park. 

Thank you – your input will be  
very useful.

Written by Roshan Bailey, Chair, 
Normandy Village Hall

DID YOU KNOW?
Normandy Village hall is run by a committee of trustees  
and is a CIO (Charitable Incorporated Organisation)
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Normandy Historians hold meetings on the third 
Tuesday of the month commencing at 8.00pm at 

Normandy Village Hall, Glaziers Lane.  
Normandy GU3 2DT.  

The next talks arranged are:

Tuesday 17 October: The Motor Industry of Farnham 
A talk by Len Huff about E D Abbott Limited / Abbotts of Farnham, 

a coach/car building business which produced iconic cars for 
Ford and other manufacturers from 1930 to 1972.

Tuesday 21 November: Tunsgate – a Century of Change
Nick Bale, a Town Guide, will recount the evolving fortunes of this 
historic part of Guildford from a crowded road of cottages to the 

delights of the cinema and shopping.

 Tuesday 5 December: From our Archives
Come and see some films and other items from the Historians’ 

archive at a seasonal social event.

Orchids, dormice, moths and bats have been just some of 
the wonderful wildlife FNW have enjoyed this Summer and 
early Autumn.  On a lovely June morning outing we saw Bee 
Orchids on Normandy Common and seven species of orchids 
at Sheepleas Nature Reserve.  This was followed by an August 
evening safari spotting local moths and bats, and a fascinating 
September talk on dormice.   

Our Autumn programme dates are: 
• Monday 2nd October: Holly Gilder from the Species Recovery 

Trust will describe exciting ongoing work ‘Saving Britain’s Rarest 
Plants’.

• Monday 6th November:  Sadly, we have had to change our 
‘Halloween Zombie talk’ but are hoping to book something just as 
interesting.  Details will follow. 

• Monday 4th December:  Members Christmas party.
Everyone is very welcome to our talks.  They start at 7.30 
pm with refreshments available from 7.00. There is a small 
charge of £2 for members, £3 for non-members; free for 
children and students under 18.  For more information 
contact fnwildlife@gmail.com or see our website at www.
friendsofnormandywildlife.org.uk.

Meanwhile, Autumn is 
a good season for fungi 
so why not see how 
many species you can 
find.  The organisation 
Wildlife Watch has 
some easy to use 
‘spotter guides on its 
website which help with 

identification. Make sure you leave the fungi where they are 
to carry on growing – and do send us your photos, we would 
love to see what you have found. 

Don’t forget to check all bonfires for 
hibernating hedgehogs before lighting them!

If you find any wildlife in distress, contact our 
local wildlife rescue centres: Harper Asprey 

(01344 623106) and Wildlife Aid (09061 800132).

NEWS

Dates for your diary…

Top  
Autumn 

tip

Fly agaric in leaf litter

News from St. Mark’s
2023 has been a busy year for us. In January, we 
welcomed Reverend George Watkinson to minister over 
the two parishes of Normandy and Pirbright.

Throughout the year, there is always something taking 
place at our church. Our regular Sunday service is at 
11.15am, and for families, we have just begun a Sunday 
school for children on the first Sunday of the month.  

On the third Sunday, we hold an all-age communion service. 
We have just completed a weekly prayer course, as well as holding 
occasional prayer meetings and we organise a monthly social club 
for all to attend.  

We also enjoy being involved in the local community and held 
a joint event with Normandy Parish Council to celebrate the King’s 
Coronation.  In June, we had a ‘cake and cookie stall’ at the Wyke 
Primary Academy and in August, held our social club at the new 
Normandy Community Shop. We also continue to run our monthly 
‘Mini-market and Hearing Aid clinics.

Looking forward, we are planning on running an 8-week Alpha 
course in January. There will be a series of group sessions that 
freely explore the basics of the Christian faith in an open, friendly 
environment.  Everyone is welcome, no matter your background or 
beliefs.  Each session includes food and a short talk, which will create 
and inspire conversation, where everyone can share their thoughts.

Before long we will be thinking of Advent and Christmas, and 
we will be running our Christmas Market and services. For further 
information on all that is taking place at St. Mark’s, please visit our 
website: www.stmarkswyke.org.uk or see our social media.

 If you are interested in attending the Alpha Course, please email 
office@stmarkswyke.org.uk

Church Wardens:  
Gill Nevin and Judy Kennedy
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Advertising
If you would like to advertise in The Villager, please email clerk@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk. There are four issues a year - February, May, 
September and December. See opposite for costs and sizes.

YOGA
at The Oaks
Normandy

Small friendly Yoga classes 
held in a beautiful barn-like studio.

Online classes available. 
Relaxation & Meditation classes.

Qi Gong (Chi Kung) classes. 
For health, balance, peace and awareness. 

Sarah Church
07816 534554
sarahchurchyoga@gmail.com
www.yogainguildford.com
Facebook:  
YogaAtThe Oaks.Guildford

The  
Cricketers 

Arms 
at Normandy Cricket Club 

is open on Fridays & Saturdays 
from 6pm.

Come and support  
the only bar in the village!

Good company,  
well stocked bar,  
lovely surroundings  
and outdoor space.

Open to all  
members and 
non-members alike

BUILDING EXCELLENCE

We undertake any building work, large or small.  
We offer high quality work with attention to details. 

If you have a project or dream for your home,  
we would love to help you make it happen.

07944 289167
www.vdbgroup.co.uk
info@vdbgroup.co.uk
instagram: vdbgroupuk

Full refurbishment and extension in Guildford

corriedec

Because nothing short of
impeccable will suffice.

inside or out.

07775 580321

painters & decorators
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Surrey Police Band presents  

A Night at the Proms

Saturday 23rd 
September

7pm

Normandy Village Hall 

Tickets available now at:
www.surreypoliceband.org.uk

Or via the Box Office on 07849 675 627

Advertising
If you would like to advertise in The Villager, please email clerk@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk. There are four issues a year - February, May 
September and December. See below for costs and sizes.

A
bbeyfield Pirbright &

 D
istrict Society

Cunningham House
Pirbright

Supported housing  
for older people who:
 ● value their independence
 ● love good food
 ● enjoy being sociable

Cunningham House is the opertaing name of Abbeyfield Pirbright and District 
Society Limited, a registered society under the Co-Operative and Community 

Benefits Societies Act 2014, registration number 22478R

Tel: 01483 488751
Website: 

www.cunninghamhouse.co.uk
Email: 

cunninghamhousepirbright@gmail.com

Advertising in The Villager  - COST AND SIZES
ANNUAL COST (4 ISSUES)

1/8 page size (91mm wide x 55mm high) - £30 
1/4 page size (91mm wide x 115mm high) - £50 

1/2 page size (185mm wide x 115mm high) - £80
ONE INSERT COST

1/8 page size (91mm wide x 50mm high) - £15 
1/4 page size (91mm wide x 115mm high) - £25 

1/2 page size (185mm wide x 115mm high) - £40
ARTWORK

Please supply your artwork in high resolution pdf.  
If you need any assistance producing your artwork  

call Jane on 07966 029830

 

 

 

www.emmanuelchurchnormandy.co.uk 

Sunday Services  
 

We are a small friendly church. 
Our Sunday services start at 10.00am and we are  

currently looking at the Minor Prophets. 
Please do join us. We would love to meet you. 

All are welcome.  
Friday afternoons 

Monthly Film Club on the 1st Friday of each month 
Monthly Friendship Club on the 3rd Friday of each month 

 
To find out more or to let us know you are coming,  

please contact Barbara on 07754 949002 
  
 
 

Emmanuel  
Church 

Glaziers Lane 
Normandy 

Go Deeper Bible Study Group  Fortnightly on Thursdays   
7.30pm – 9.00pm - for dates see our website 

September Special Events 
Giveaway - Saturday 23rd September 2023 at 10am - Come and 
take what you need ! 

Macmillan Coffee Morning Friday 29 September at 10.30am 

 

Messy Church takes place in the church once a 
month on Sundays - 11am - All welcome 
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NPC Committees
PLANNING

Philippa Mitchell
Pat Tugwell
Bob Hutton

Dabeer Ahmed
Isa Nagle-Taylor

ESTATES & FACILITIES
Philippa Mitchell

Paul Chillman
Simon Schofield

Pat Tugwell 
Isa Nagle-Taylor 

Jane Hill

FINANCE & 
GOVERNANCE

Paul Chillman
Bob Hutton

Simon Schofield
Pat Tugwell

Amy McLeod
Jane Hill 

Your Parish Council

Councillor Bob Hutton

Councillor Simon Schofield

Councillor Philippa Mitchell Councillor Pat Tugwell

Councillor Dabeer AhmedCouncillor Amy McLeod

Vice Chair

Surrey County Council
SCC and Borough Councillor for 

Normandy 
and Pirbright 
Ward

Keith 
Witham

keith.witham@surreycc.gov.uk
www.surreycc.gov.uk

Guildford Borough Council
Borough councillor for Normandy  

and Pirbright 
Ward

 

David Bilbe
david.bilbe@guildford.gov.uk

Who’s who

Keeping you in touch
Here are some of the ways the NPC can 
keep in touch and you can respond.
There are the traditional methods such as this publication 
and the village notice boards but there are also online 
channels which are quick and easy, see below:

The Parish Clerk can be contacted using the 
following email address: 
clerk@normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
07739969518

On our website you can find council minutes, 
agendas and other useful information  
www.normandyparishcouncil.gov.uk

We have a Facebook page, please  
follow our tweets on events and updates  
about the village @normandyparish

Nextdoor is the best way to stay informed 
about what’ going on in your neighbourhood 
(download the app)

@

@

@

Councillor Paul Chillman

Chair

Councillor Jane Hill

Councillor Isa Nagle-Taylor

How do I report a…?
If you notice any issues, such as 
potholes, flooding, leaks or fly tipping, 
don’t leave it to someone else … please 
report it! 

Potholes, pavements, blocked and broken 
drains, flooding, fallen trees and overgrown 
vegetation, can be reported directly to 
Surrey County Council  
(www.surreycc.gov.uk). 

This can be done online, or if you consider 
a problem to be an immediate threat to life or 
limb, or do not have internet access, call their 
Contact Centre on 0300 200 1003. 

Fly tipping   Fly tipping on Public 
Highway or Guildford Borough Council 
Housing Area will be dealt with by the 
borough council and can be reported 
via this link www.guildford.gov.uk/
reportflytipping


