
Normandy Conservation Management Group Maps 

Map 1:- Normandy Common Land owned and managed by Normandy Parish Council 

Key:- 

  Boundary of Common Land 

  Private properties within Normandy common 



Normandy Conservation Management Group Maps 

Map 2:- South West Common showing Surrey Wildlife Trust Management Actions 

Annual Cut in September, 
but leave buffer zone to N in 
yr 1 and to S in yr 3, leave all 
buffer in yr 2 

Cut annually in Sep-

tember 

Cut annually, remove 

cuttings 

Leave to grow with 

occasional strimming 

Create un-cut buffer 

zone around stream 

Strim to 20-30cm in 
Yr 3 or 4 of Plan 
only. 

Monitor Orchids 

Strim bramble back 

from ditch side. 

Either side of path - Leave until 
orchids and other flowers have set 
seed before cutting, ie late summer 
and again in Sept. Remove cut 
grass 

G 10: At the northern end of 
the courts, by the hut, the 
heather and other plants are 
being regularly strimmed and it 
would be preferable to leave 
this and allow it to grow.  

RC 

RC 

RC 

RC 
Remove Rhododendron and 

Cherry Laurel 

Maintain glade - cut 

back oak, pine, scrub, 

birch, keep willow.   

    ?All along under 

pylons to near swings 

Carefully desilt ditch, 

side and section at a 

time, keeping ferns 
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Map 3:- South West Common showing Current Grassland Management and Notes from workshop on management 

Key 

 Annual rough cut in Sept/October - some areas left longer, eg under trees or areas hard to reach with tractor.  Can be adapted year to year 

 Cut every two weeks during the summer (approx April to October) 

1. remove willow trees from damp grassland 

area. 

2. Reduce mown width alongside tennis court 

path to increase wet area and orchids.  Try not 

to cut between path and tennis courts until 

spring flowers finished. 

3. Develop woodland plan for this area 

(woodland between grassland and property 

edge) 

4. Manage natural regeneration by removing 

most saplings, protect the gorse areas 

4 

3 

2 1 
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Map 4:- Middle of Normandy Common showing Surrey Wildlife Trust Suggested Management 

Football field - leave long in summer and cut in autumn only.  (The SWT suggested management for the football field still assumes that the football field is moving to MFF, which is not the case.) 

Grass piles - : Leave four small discrete piles of arisings in scrub/woodland margins to provide refugia for reptiles and small mammals, but not on the thin sandy soils  

Invasive Species 

Acidic grassland on edge of cricket pitch under trees - if possible 

leave the grass beyond the ‘boundary rope’ as long as possible or 

lift the height of the mower as high as will go.  Work with Cricket 

Club on this.   Remove cuttings. 
Edge of Paths:- cut back overhanging 

branches, trim back brambles & other 

vegetation and remove cuttings. 

Create Glade: removal of 

younger pines and other trees 

+ leaf litter to encourage 

heather 

Create a wider glade here - removing 

trees overhead and scrub.  Can leave 

brash as deadwood. 

Glade Enhancement:- removal of 7+ 

oaks, + bracken and other scrub.  

Encourage gorse & heather. 

Carefully desilt ditches 

side and section at a 

time, keeping ferns 

Cut trees and branches - periodically 

cut back some trees and branches 

around this area to create a scrubby 

edge. 

A) Leave permenant uncut edge all round N, E, W 

sides to create scrub ecotone. 

B) Leave additional 1-2m strip and vary cutting years, 

so N & S yr 1, None year 3 and E and W yr 3 

IS 

IS 

IS 

IS 

IS 
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Map 5:- Middle of Normandy Common showing Current Grassland Management And Comments from June 23 Workshop 

Cricket pitches - managed by Club for cricket, regular mowing in season and other treatments to ensure quality grass cover. 

Football pitch:-  mown fortnightly from April to October, leaving 2m strip on all sides un-mown and SE corner unmown. 

1. open up the holly tunnel footpath 

2. Create/maintain open woodland structure with coppic-

ing and glade creation 

3. Consider locating glades in areas created by invasive 

species removal  (General, where find invasives) 

4. Cricket club select <4  areas towards NW/NE side for 

composting grass, not all the way around. 

5. Re-open up edges of horse ride in addition to glade 

creation at points along it.  1 

4 

5 

2 
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Map 6:- North West Common showing Surrey Wildlife Trust Suggested Management    

RC 

RC 

RC 

Bb 

RC Bb Invasive species - rhododendron, cherry laurel and bamboo         cutback overhanging branches 

Thinning of Western Hemlock                                     monitor orchids 

T 

T 

Map and manage 

whole wood for an-

cient/future ancient 

trees 
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Map 7:- North West Common showing Current Grassland Management and comments from June 23 Workshop 

1. expand area for orchids 

2. Great potential for wildlife here if trees 

are managed appropriately, slow worms 

seen here.  Suggestion re long term man-

agement to remove proportion of non-

natives, open canopy, increase native 

trees and better structure and also in-

crease amount of dead wood and stand-

ing deadwood. 

3. Is it possible to link desire line path be-

hind new football pitch to area south of 

football pitch? 

1 

3 

2 
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Map 8:- North Common & Traditional Orchard showing Surrey Wildlife Trust Suggested Management    

Bb 

IS 

IS 

VT 

Cut on  3 year rotation, remove 

cuttings and create grass piles (G1).  

Access paths created. 

Retain Bramble/Common Nettle scrub 

on the northern edge of the orchard  

at the current extent. Strim edges as 

required remove vegetation. 

IS 

Bb 

VT Invasive species 

Bamboo 

Veteran tree to be retained 
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Map 9:- North Common & Traditional Orchard showing Current Management  

Grass cut annually in autumn. Paths 

cut through summer for access.  Fruit 

trees pruned as required.  

Small pond maintained as required 

Scrub areas cut back as needed 

Hedge laid Jan 2023 
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Map 10:- South East Common showing Surrey Wildlife Trust Suggested Management   Current Grassland Management 

Holly Reduction: remove 50% of 

holly, whilst leaving some thicket 

areas eg around Normandy Hill 

House. 

Re-coppice Hazel  

Create buffer zone under 

trees - grass is left long 

through summer, W12 

IS 

Rbsh 
IS 

IS 

Rbsh Carefully remove bramble along ditch  

Invasive species 

Pile of garden rubbish behind RBL 

Desilt ditches, carefully ensuring ferns not 

damaged, only 1 side at a time 

IS 
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Map 11:- South East Common showing Current Grassland Management and comments from June 23 Workshop 

Grass mown fortnightly, 

Only cutting area with 

daffodils after flowering 

complete.  

1. 

2 

1. 

2 

2 

3 

Notes from Workshop 

1. need to develop strategy to 

deal with invasive species 

over 3-5 years. 

2. Coppicing will let more light in. 

Depending on time, will be a 

focus for year 2. Holly do ap-

proximate circles (up to 8-10m 

diameter) and leave trees in 

between. Hazel, do small sec-

tions at a time. 

3. Leave the longer grass under 

the trees through the summer 

to encourage wild flowers. Cut 

end august.  Maintain road 

sightlines.  

Invasive species management -   

Rhododendron, cherry laurel, Butterfly Bush and bamboo - cut back and treat stump with herbicide, or dig out if small enough.  R and CL - ensure cut wood is not on the ground.  

Bamboo and BB - can take cut material to bonfire site to burn. 

Montbrecia - dig up corns in late summer.   Variegated Yellow Archangel & Greater Periwinkle - pull when soil is moist so include root.   Crassula - hand pull. 
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Map 12:- South Common showing suggested management from Surrey Wildlife Trust 

IS 

Bb 

IS 

Bb 

IS 

IS 

IS 

IS 

IS 

Bb 

Reduction of Holly 

undergrowth.  Up to 

50% 

Reduce summer cuts/

raise mower - if owner of 

Normandy Hill Ho agrees 

Cut back ruderals, 

about once every 4-5 

years 

Invasive species - to be removed 

Bamboo, to be removed 

Leave overhanging branch-

es for insects to emerge on/

laying eggs 

Pollard some trees to permit more light 

onto water and encourage varied water 

plants.  Possibly link with glade on north 

side to let in light.   
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Map 13:- South Common showing suggested management from previous Pond Trustees and comments from June 23 Workshop 

Annual dredging of inlet, outlet and path-side ditches 

Maintain paths - eg cut back vegetation on edges, ideally obtain scalping's to reduce trip 

hazards and increase accessibility, especially south side. 

All Around Pond: manage dangerous trees leaning over pond, thin undergrowth 

where required.   

Within Pond - remove leaf litter/dredge from edges where possible - annually. 

Thin reeds and rushes, especially on ‘water 

side’.  Possibly move rushes to areas 

where little bank vegetation to discourage 

fishing and dogs. 

Pond is leaking here, creating 

very wet path at times.  Needs 

shoring up. 

Remove a proportion 

of flags/iris. 

Monitor condition of Bridge 

and fix when required Trim some overhanging trees on 

south side to let more light on 

water. 

Stream needs clearing occasionally. 

Ideally dredge the whole pond every 20-

30 years.  Has not been dredged since 

‘created’ in late 1980s.   1. A seasonal pond, dries out in 

summer 

2. Holly thinning - in approximate 

circles as elsewhere 

3. Add more bird and bat boxes  

4. Bamboo needs removing 

5. Cut ruderals and trees more of-

ten 

6. Pond dries in summer - does it 

need dredging. 

7. Issue of fishing. 

8. should we pollard or prune trees 


