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Figure 1: Phase 1 Survey Results
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Figure 2: Management Recommendations
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1.0

1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

Introduction and Terms of Reference

Surrey Wildlife Trust (SWT) Ecology Services were commissioned on 10"
May 2014 by Normandy Parish Council to undertake a Preliminary Ecological
Appraisal and use the information to produce a management plan for
Normandy Common. This is required as the client is seeking a better
understanding of the habitats and species on the common and how to best
manage them in order to maximise the biodiversity potential of the site.

The aim of the survey visits were to assess the overall ecology of the survey
area (see Figure 1), as well as get a better understanding of how to best
management the site.

This report also draws on previous work undertaken by SWT including two
Phase 1 SNCI habitat surveys (Groome, 1994 & Gibbs, 2007), an ecological
data search (Kirk, 2014) and other survey sources (Webb, 1990 & Spooner,
1990) (see section 9.0 & Appendicesl1-4. The management plan is a work in
progress that will evolve as more information is gathered.

Within this management plan the site has been evaluated for important
features (or in the case of non-native, invasive species an important issue),
for which an objective is given along with a description of the management
required in order to meet that objective. Detailed prescriptions of the work to
be undertaken are then listed where relevant. This is summerised in a five
year work programme (see section 8.0).
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2.0

2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

2.5

2.6

Description of Site

The site is approximately 27 ha in size and located at OS Grid reference
SU922517 between Guildford Road and Pirbright Road in Normandy, Surrey
approximately 6km north west of Guildford. The current habitats include
mixed and broad-leaved woodland with areas of recreational grassland
including playing fields, cricket grounds, football pitches and a children’s
playground, as well as a series of ditches and three ponds.

The underlying geology is Bagshot Beds which giveS rise to a stagnogley-
podzol soil called Holidays Hill. This is a naturally very acidic sandy over
clayey soil type associated with wet lowland heath habitats and coniferous
woodlands. The eastern end of the site (east of Normandy Pond P2) merges
into a typical argillic gley soil called Swanwick, which is associated with
similar habitats.

Normandy Common has a gentle north facing slope. It is at a height of 49m
along the southern edge on Guildford Road and 21m on Pirbright Road
(A324) to the north. Hunts Hill Road then separates two sections of the
common with the eastern section containing Normandy Pond.

Within the context of the surrounding landscape Normandy Common sits
within woodland and fields. There is an extensive area of heathland to the
north with the following designations: Thames Basin Heaths Special
Protection Area (SPA), Thursley, Ash, Pirbright and Chobham Special Area
of Conservation (SAC), Ash to Brookwood Heaths Site of Special Scientific
Interest (SSSI) on the north side of Pirbright Road.

Normandy Common has multi-access points using an existing network of well
used Rights of Way paths (numbers 364, 364a, 365, 367, 368, 369 and 579).
It is accessed from four public car parks. Two are off Guildford Road, either
side of Hunts Hill Road. Another one is off a track south of the football fields
and there is another north of the cricket grounds. The majority of visitors are
from the surrounding area of Normandy, nearby residential areas supply dog
walkers and walkers, as well as other visitors.

The history of the site is very interesting and Normandy History website
provides detailed information on Normandy and the surrounds including
Normandy Pond (see References for website address). Some of the
following information has been taken from that source as well as a letter
entitiled ‘Normandy Pond Restoration Scheme’ (unknown author, circa. 1986,
see Appendix 4). Normandy Common was once an essential asset for the
village, traditionally used by the poor to gather peat. It is likely that the areas
would have originally been open heathland with woodland along parts of the
perimeter. In 1863 it was sold to the War Office. 1953 Ash and Normandy
Parish Council purchased the greater part of the commons including the
pond, back from the War Department to be used for recreational purposes.
In 1989 the remainder of the common was purchased from the Ministry of
Defence. Normandy Cricket Club was formed in 1896. In World War Il the
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2.7

area was repossessed for food production and as an army training ground.
At that time it was undulating, criss-crossed with trenches and ‘covered in
Bracken, Gorse and Pine’, clearance began in 1946 to create the existing
cricket grounds. The football field was constructed between 1955 and 1958.
By the 1950’s the common had ‘substantially changed in character and
appearance having become almost entirely overgrown with scrub and with its
ditches clogged’. In the 1980’s the Parish Council, aided by numbers of
village volunteers, cleared and restored a large area of the western part of
the common allowing it to be used again for recreation.

The current management of the site concentrates on the grassland with
regular mowing of the amenity grassland areas. Trees are visited when
health and safety requires it. It would appear that currently there is currently
largely non-intervention in the woodlands and pond areas.
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3.0

3.1
3.11

3.1.2

3.1.3

3.14

3.1.5

3.2
3.2.1

3.2.1

3.2.2

3.3
3.4.1

Methodology

Phase 1 Survey
See Figure 1 for the boundary of the survey area.

Site visits were made on the 10™ June, 18" June, 3™ July and 22" August
2014 by Isobel Girvan BSc (Hons) PG Cert MCIEEM. The survey area was
systematically walked and surveyed according to Phase 1 criteria during
daylight hours. Phase 1 survey is a standardised system for classifying and
mapping semi-natural vegetation and wildlife habitats in Great Britain.
Vegetation is mapped in terms of standard habitat types as defined in the
JNCC Handbook for Phase 1 Habitat Survey (2010). Detailed management
notes were also taken.

Where the abundances of species are mentioned, these are based on the
DAFOR scale and refer to that within a particular habitat area. The DAFOR
scale is a way of describing the abundance of a species using the following
key (Locally), Dominant, Abundant, Frequent, Occasional and Rare.
Therefore, plants described as “rare” in this context means that they were not
found often.

A brief evaluation of the ecological value of the habitats and plant species
identified within the survey area has been made. Invasive species within the
survey area were noted.

Nomenclature follows Stace (2010) for vascular plants. Species referred to in
the text using common names throughout. The full list of vascular plants with
common and scientific names and overall abundance recorded at the site
visit are provided in section 9.0.

Desk Study

A data search was conducted by the Surrey Biodiversity Information Centre
(SBIC) on behalf of SWT Ecology Services. This searched for records of
statutory, non-statutory sites and notable species within 5km of the site.

Ponds within 500m of the survey area boundary were identified from
1:10,000 OS map held at SWT.

In addition maps held by SWT / MAGIC were checked for SPAs within 5km.

Protected and Notable Species Assessment

The Phase 1 methodology was extended to include an assessment of the
suitability or potential of the habitats present to support protected species.
Buildings and trees were assessed from ground level, note buildings were not
entered. Any signs of protected species (such as runs, setts or foraging
remains) were recorded. Site boundaries were checked for push throughs
and connective habitat.
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Limitations

3.4.2

3.4.3

3.4.4

3.4.5

The optimal time frame for conducting these surveys is March to September,
as this is the time when most plant species are evident. Therefore, a full
appraisal of the plant species and habitats present were conducted.

Whilst every effort has gone into providing a comprehensive description, the
preliminary ecological appraisal can only give an initial view of the site. It
should be noted that the ecologist’'s recommendations are based on what is
evident at the time of the survey and from the available information from the
desk study. The extended element of this survey can often only identify the
potential for protected species to be present and, therefore, is not a complete
survey of those species.

Weather conditions at time of the surveys were fine and warm.

Recommendations provided relate to the enhanced management of the site
to increase biodiversity. Any subsequent changes to the use of the site may
alter those recommendations and any proposed management
recommendations.
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4.0

Results

Descriptions of each habitat found on the site are provided below, the approximate
locations of which are identified on the attached map Figure 1.

4.1

Phase 1 Survey

Broad-leaved Semi-natural Woodland

41.1

4.1.2

4.1.3

4.1.4

4.1.5

4.1.6

This habitat type is shown in dark green on Figure 1.

There are eight areas of broad-leaved semi-natural woodland mapped within
the survey area and labelled BW1 to BW8.

BW1 — To the north and east of the cricket pitch the canopy comprises of
mature Pedunculate Oak. Here there is a structured understory of frequent
Hazel, occasional Silver Birch and Holly, although the latter can become
locally dominant and produce dense thickets especially east of the cricket
pitch and towards the football pitches, creating a very shaded woodland path.
Alder Buckthorn and Elder bushes are rare. The undershrub layer comprises
abundant Bramble, locally frequent Bracken and occasional Gorse bushes.
Common Ivy, Dandelion and Pedunculate Oak saplings are found in the field
layer. Whilst Rough Meadow-grass and Cleavers skulk around the bottom of
the shrubs. There are sub-mature oaks (approximately 50-80 years old)
scattered along the edge of the cricket pitch close to Hunts Hill Road, which
have mown grass underneath (see SAG2 and SNG3). On the pathway
corner to the north west of the cricket pitch there is a stand of Goat Willow
scrub and some Grey Willow on the side of the path edge, close to the
playing fields bank, with Common Nettle, Hedge Woundwort, Bracken and
rare Broad-leaved Helleborine.

BW?2 — This woodland is just west of the pavilion and where there is an island
of vegetation with woodland and tall ruderal vegetation (see TR2). The
woodland part is to the east of the island and comprises of Pedunculate Oak
and Cherry Laurel, dominated by Bramble underneath with locally abundant
Yorkshire-fog, Rough Meadow-grass, Ribwort Plantain, and occasional
Bracken, Pedunculate Oak saplings and Common Sorrel.

BW3 — This strip of woodland is located on the edge of Pirbright Road and
contains less Pedunculate Oak and instead comprises a canopy of frequent
Sycamore and Sweet Chestnut with occasional Ash. In the sub-canopy there
is occasional Field Maple, Hawthorn and Hazel and Holly accompanied by an
understory of Bracken and Bramble.

BW4 — To the east of Old Thatch (house) the woodland is broadly similar to
BW3 with a Pedunculate Oak, Sweet Chestnut and Ash canopy and Silver
Birch, Downy Birch, Hazel, Holly and Rowan underneath. Bramble is still
frequent, with a field layer of Ash saplings, Wood Avens, Soft Rush and
Common Nettle. There are also areas of dumped garden litter and
household waste and the unwelcome appearance of Monbretia, a non-native
and invasive species.
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4.1.7

4.1.8

4.1.9

On the trackway leading onto the Pirbright Road a gap in the canopy affords
some growth, here there mix of typical woodland species, with tall ruderal
species including Red Campion, Wild Strawberry, Bluebell, Broom, Wild
Teasel, Cock’s-foot, Nipplewort, Yarrow, Selfheal, Hedge Woundwort,
Common Bird’s-foot Trefoil, Great Willowherb, Common Nettle, Red Clover,
Lesser Stitchwort, Common Ragwort and Creeping Buttercup.

On the dappled edges of the woodland path leading down to the orchard
(SNG/BW1) comprises frequent-occasional Foxglove, Rough Meadow-grass,
Nipplewort, Dandelion, Yorkshire-fog, Broad-leaved Dock, Bluebell, Holly,
Ash, Field Maple, Sycamore, Gorse, Creeping Soft-grass, Common lvy, Ivy-
leaved Speedwell, Bracken, Broom, Hazel, Broad-leaved Willowherb,
Honeysuckle, Greater Mullien.

BWS5 — This area of broad-leaved woodland located in the north east corner
of the site. The composition is as described in BW3, although some of the
Pedunculate Oaks here are mature and likely to be ancient, one of them was
almost 600cm in diameter suggesting that it could be as old as 400 years old.

4.1.10BW6 — This dry secondary woodland is located on the eastern side of the

site, surrounding Normandy Pond. It comprises Pedunculate Oak, with
occasional Ash and rare Scots Pine. Silver Birch is the most frequent
companion in the sub-canopy layer. Holly thickets are frequent in the shrub
layer and completely dominates over some areas, particularly in the south,
preventing much of a field layer from establishing. Where Holly is not
dominant, Hazel is frequent as a relatively young multi-sternmed component
with locally frequent Gorse often with thin growth architecture. Rowan, Alder
Buckthorn, Juneberry, Hawthorn and Elder are occasional. Fortunately
Cherry Laurel is currently only rare. On the edge to Normandy Common
Lane there are is a patch of Common Nettle, Hop, Hedge Woundwort and
young Hazel with variegated Yellow Archangel (see TN18).

4.1.11 On the ground, the flora is fairly species poor over much of the site. Bramble

is once again a constant in the undershrub layer, accompanied by frequent
Honeysuckle and occasional Bracken, Male Fern and Cleavers. Common Ivy
dominates on the ground in the darker areas. Less common are Creeping
Soft-grass, Broad Bucker-fern, Greater Stitchwort, Honeysuckle, Herb
Robert, Nipplewort, Wood Sorrel and Wood Dock and are generally found on
more open areas along paths and ditches. Wavy Bittercress is locally
frequent on the path edges where it enjoys the damp. Hard Fern, Remote
Sedge and Soft Rush are associated with the ditch banks and Hemlock
Water-dropwort spouting out from the ditch. A small number of Common
Spotted Orchid are also present.

4.1.12 Towards the south east of the site, the woodland becomes slightly more

acidic in places. Gorse becomes more frequent and Wavy Hair-grass and
Purple Moor-grass become occasional, particularly on the edge of paths.
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4.1.13 Rhododendron and Cherry Laurel are both present, but currently very
localised. If left uncontrolled, these non-native invasive species may spread
rapidly to the detriment of other species. A particularly noticeable patch is
located close to the British Legion hall (TN15).

4.1.14 BW7 — This represents a Hazel coppice woodland. It has been trimmed in
the past as a pylon runs overhead (Gibbs, 2007). Multi-stemmed Hazel,
Silver Birch and thickets of Holly are frequent with abundant Bramble below.

4.1.15BW8 — The woodland here is damper than in other areas and quite open in
parts. Grey Willow is occasional. = Common Gorse is locally frequent.
Towards the south there are some multi-stemmed Hazel. Additional species
in the ground flora here include locally frequent Remote Sedge and Yorkshire
Fog. Marsh Thistle, Greater Bird’'s-foot Trefoil, Tufted Hair-grass, Creeping
Soft-grass and Creeping Bent are occasional. There is also a localised patch
of Montbretia, a garden escape was previously recorded (TN14) (Gibbs,
2007).

Mixed Semi-natural Woodland
4.1.16 This habitat type is shown as light green background with green dots on
Figure 1.

4.1.17 There are eight areas of mixed semi-natural woodland mapped within the
survey site and labelled MW9 — MW16.

4.1.18 MW9 — South of Foxwell Cottage the woodland here are Downy Birch
dominated stands with rare Yew.

4.1.19 MW10 — West of the tennis courts in the south west of the site the woodland
comprises a mix of trees and occasional scrub species. The canopy contains
Pedunculate Oak with stands of Scots Pine, also found as scattered
individuals. Ash is also occasional and can attain locally frequence.
Occasional Downy Birch, Goat and Grey Willow are present in the sub-
canopy and shrub layers include rare Rowan. Scrub species are represented
by Bramble, Gorse (sometimes in a pre-thicket stage on path edges),
Bracken, Honeysuckle and Nettle with smaller species such as Sweet Vernal-
grass, Compact Rush, Rough Meadow-grass and Tormentil.

4.1.20 There is less Scots Pine in the south east corner of the site, just tall dense
sub-mature Pedunculate Oaks with frequent Downy Birch, flourishing Holly in
local thickets, Hazel, Rowan and patches of Rhodendron. With Bramble,
Honeysuckle, Purple Moor-grass. Damp pockets are shown up by spongy
carpets of Bog-mosses and tall, spiky Haircap-moss and tufts of Soft Rush.

4.1.21In the south western corner Downy Birch is the mainstay of the sub-canopy
layer here with occasional Pedunculate Oak towering above and a rare Scots
Pine. Rowan is frequent, taking advantage of open gaps in the canopy, with
their berries getting ready to turn bright red for autumn. They are
accompanied by Bramble, Broad-buckler Fern, localised patches of Wood
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Sorrel with their lime-green leaves and Enchanter’s Nightshade. Where the
canopy produces a dense shade there is an infrequent shrub layer with only
occasional Rowan, Holly and Rhododendron popping up.

4.1.22 MW11 — On the edge of the children’s play area (SNG5) and on the edge of
the woodland (MW10), there is a small glade. It is edged by Goat Willow
scrub and Bracken and Bramble. The open section comprises frequent
Yorkshire-fog, Rough Meadow-grass, Sweet Vernal-grass and occasional
Sharp Flowered-rush, Cock’s-foot, Compact Rush, Tormentil and Creeping
Buttercup. Whilst Agrimony, Meadowsweet, Meadow Thistle and Creeping
Cinquefoil are rare but help to add to the over diversity and nectar source.

4.1.23 MW12 — This woodland section in the western edge of the site differs from
other areas with the inclusion of Sweet Chestnut under the mature Scots Pine
canopy. This gives rise to an impoverished understory layer with only patchy
Silver Birch and Holly managing to survive, under which there is a species-
poor homogenous Bracken and Bramble underscrub.

4.1.24 MW13 — On the other side of the path to the aforementioned woodland, with
Pedunculate Oak and stands of younger Scots Pine with Downy Birch and
scattered Rowan and Thickets of Holly. The field layer vegetation is
generally sparse with occasional patches of Bracken, Purple Moor-grass,
Common Bent, Soft Rush, Honeysuckle and occasional Pedunculate Oak
saplings and Gorse bushes. Bramble colonises rapidly and is locally
dominant. Slender Rush pops up on the damp path edges.

4.1.25MW14 — Just north of the playing fields area there is a Western Hemlock
plantation forming mono-specific stands. They are tall and mature producing
a dark, dingy and imposing atmosphere. Presumably they would have been
planted in the 1950-60s. Two fallen down Western Hemlocks which have left
impressive exposed root systems and a micro habitat for invertebrates.
There are some occasional Pedunculate Oaks (approximately 40-80 years
old). As well as some Sweet Chestnut, rare Beech and Silver Birch as dense
stands. Under this is a very sparse shrub and field layers due to the shading,
with patches of Bracken, Bramble, Purple Moor-grass, Honeysuckle and
Broad Buckler-fern. There is no Western Hemlock around the edge of the
playing field. Instead there is Pedunculate Oak canopy with occasional Scots
Pine. Under this are Hawthorn with Silver Birch and frequent Gorse and
Bracken on the open edges. There is a Lawson’s Cypress (probably
planted), Hazel, Grey Willow, Alder, Apple sp., and Field Maple. Patches of
tall ruderal vegetation appear in the open gaps including Common Nettle,
Bramble and Hedge Bindweed.

4.1.26 MW15 — There is a small area of woodland in front of Old Thatch cottage
where the woodland is comprised of Western Hemlock and Sweet Chestnut,
Pedunculate Oak, Silver Birch, Rowan, Sycamore and patches of
Rhododendron. Under which are Bracken, Bramble, Cleavers and Common
lvy. Close to the track and residential dwelling are Grey Willow, Pendulous
Sedge and Monterey Pine and Yew.
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Dense/continuous Scrub.
4.1.27 This habitat type is shown as cross hatched green lines on Figure 1.

4.1.28 Two areas of scrub have been mapped and labelled DS1 — DS2.

4.1.29 DS1 — There is a scrubby area in the orchard (SNG/BW1) which is dominated
by a tangle of nitrophilous (nutrient-loving) Common Nettle and Bramble with
patches of occasional Bittersweet, Raspberry, Wild Teasel, Hop, young Ash
and Hedge Bindweed

4.1.30 DS2 — A line of scrub hugs the edge of the small hut building by the children’s
playground consisting of Gorse, Bramble and Ribwort Plantain.

Semi-improved Neutral Grassland

4.1.31 This habitat type is shown in orange and labelled SI on Figure 1. For ease
SNG2 to SNG4 have been referred to by the labels given on the OS baseline
map. It is acknowledged that this is probably not how they will be referred to
by the members of the Normandy Parish Council.

4.1.32 There are six areas of semi-improved neutral grassland mapped in the survey
area, labelled SNG1 to SNG6.

4.1.33 SNG1 — The mown grassland under the trees to the north of the Cricket Pitch
comprise of abundant Rough Meadow-grass with frequent Annual Meadow-
grass, occasional Dandelion, Daisy and Germander Speedwell. Whilst
Greater Plantain is locally frequent.

4.1.34 SNG2 — Around the edges of the playing fields where the sward has escaped
frequent cutting grasses such as frequent Common Bent and Perennial Rye-
grass have flowered, along with occasional Daisy, Lesser Trefoil, Springy
Turf-moss. Crested Dog’s-tail is rare, but a welcome sight. Taller edge
vegetation includes occasional Oxeye Daisy, Creeping Buttercup, Greater
Plantain, Common Bent, White Clover, Slender Rush and Field Horsetail.

4.1.35SNG3 — The cricket pitch grassland as expected has a tight sward with
abundant Yorkshire-fog and occurs with Rough Meadow-grass and patches
of Cock’s-foot and rare Perennial Rye-grass. Fine-leaved grasses also
abound such as abundant Common Bent and frequent Red Fescue. They
are accompanied by herbs such as frequent Lesser Trefoil, occasional Daisy
and locally frequent Wall Speedwell.

4.1.36 SNG4 — The football fields comprise of short regularly mown grass with
graminoids represented by frequent Common Bent, Yorkshire-fog and Rough
Meadow-grass as well as locally frequent Cock’s-foot. Herbs include
frequent to occasional Daisy, Thyme-leaved Speedwell, Creeping Thistle,
Creeping Buttercup, Greater Plantain, Selfheal, Spear Thistle, Slender Rush,
Lesser Trefoil, Cat's-ear, Ivy-leaved Speedwell, Tormentil and Pill Sedge.
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4.1.37 SNG5 — This section of grassland contains the children’s playground area.
The grasses are generally consistent with those described in SNG5 with the
addition of herbs such as Red Clover, Black Medick and Creeping Cinquefoil.

4.1.38 At the southern end of SNG5 it clearly retains some moisture evident from the
Jointed Rush, Meadowsweet, Creeping Buttercup and Cuckooflower as well
as Yorkshire-fog and Sweet Vernal-grass and abundant Creeping Bent.

4.1.39 On the sides of the path by the tennis courts are two sections (approximately
10m by 1m in length) that had been left uncut at the time of the site visit. It
was assumed that this was for conservation purposes to leave the Common
Spotted Orchids time to flower and other herbs to set seed (or perhaps it was
the flowering Daffodils that were to be left). Anyway it was a welcome sight
that provided a much needed structure to the sward. Apart from the two
aforementioned species there was abundant Lesser Trefoil, frequent
Common Sorrel, Red Fescue, Yorkshire-fog, Red Clover and Sweet Vernal-
grass as well as less common Daisy, Field Wood-rush, Ribwort Plantain,
Common Mouse-ear and Yarrow. This area is likely to be representative of
what is found in the short mown areas, but they appear less diverse as they
are cut.

4.1.40 Immediately around the edges of the tennis courts are, in general, more
diverse vegetation as they have been left to grow longer and are presumably
cut less frequently or intensively and less trampled and disturbed. Soft
Brome is frequent here with Lesser Trefoil, Cat’'s-ear and Cut-leaved Crane’s-
bill. Red Fescue is locally abundant on the eastern side of the courts, where
False Oat-grass, Ribwort Plantain, Yorkshire-fog and Rough Meadow-grass
are frequent.

4.1.41 The area between the courts is interesting in foliage, there being an damp
influence as indicated by the presence of locally dominant Remote Sedge,
Soft Rush, Great Willowherb, Yorkshire-fog and occasional Rough Meadow-
grass, Meadow Thistle, Yellow Iris and Common Marsh Bedstraw. Common
Vetch can be seen climbing up other vegetation and the bright pink Grass
Vetchling, although rare, is a welcome addition. The low fertility sandy
influence of the soil is demonstrated by the inclusion of Ling and Tormentil.
Also Common Fleabane, Bristly Oxtongue, Nipplewort and Gorse. Ling
continues on the bank on the northern edge, where it is mown.

4.1.42 SNG6 — On the edge of the car park there is a section of mown grassland,
that despite clearly being mown regularly appears to be relatively species rich
and comprises Daisy, Lesser Trefoil, Dandelion, Germander Speedwell, Red
Fescue, White Clover, Cock’s-foot, Black Medick, Oxeye Daisy, Soft Brome
and Ribwort Plantain with some planted daffodils.

Semi-improved Acid Grassland
4.1.43 This habitat type is shown as a white background and with orange diagonal
lines on Figure 1.
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4.1.44 There are three areas of semi-improved acid grassland mapped on the
survey site, labelled SAG1 to SAG3.

4.1.45 SAG1 - There is an area with thinner more acidic soil on the eastern edge of
the orchard meadow (SNG/BW1) where there are patches of Sheep’s
Fescue, Sheep’s Sorrel, Parsley Piert and Common Bent which are all
acidophilous species (acid-loving).

4.1.46 SAG2 — On the outskirts of the cricket pitch, under the scattered oaks to the
east are some remnant patches of acid grassland identified by the presence
of Sheep’s Fescue, Sheep’s Sorrel, Parsley Piert, Bird’s-foot and Early Hair-
grass as small, diminutive forms due to the regular mowing during the cricket
summer season and shading.

4.1.47 SAG3 — On the eastern edge of the tennis courts where it is open and there
are thinner soils there is abundant Sweet Vernal-grass in the sward along
with frequent Field Wood-rush accompanied by Tormentil, Heath Bedstraw
and locally frequent Fox and Cubs with its beautiful deep burnt orange
coloured flowers. Also present are occasional Creeping Bent, Compact
Rush, Red Fescue and Cat’'s-ear. Greater Bird’s-foot Trefoil, Ling, Common
Spotted Orchid and Sheep’s Sorrel are a little more rare in quantity.

Semi-improved Neutral Grassland/Broad-leaved Scattered Trees mosaic
4.1.48 This habitat type is shown with an orange background and green dots on
Figure 1.

4.1.49 There are four areas of semi-improved neutral grassland with scattered trees
mapped on the survey site, labelled SNG/BW1 to SNG/BW4.

4.1.50 SNG/BW1 — This orchard area has recently been created by volunteers and
there is an excellent interpretation board with information on the types of fruit
trees that have been planted, their origin and so on. They include local
varieties of apple, pear, plum, medlar, cherry, mulberry and quince. Under
the orchard fruit trees is a meadow, left long during the summer, abundant in
Yorkshire-fog, Common Bent grasses and frequent Rough Meadow-grass.
Herbs are frequent too and include Oxeye Daisy, Tufted Vetch, Common
Ragwort, Broad-leaved Dock, Creeping Buttercup, Hogweed, White
Campion, Common Bird’s-foot Trefoil, White Clover and Common Knapweed.
More rarely seen are Thyme-leaved Speedwell, Wall Speedwell, Germander
Speedwell, Soft Rush and White Campion. A local recorder has seen Great
Quaking-grass, it remains a mystery as to how it arrived.

4.1.51 SNG/BW2 — This represents a thin line of scattered trees close to the cricket
pavilion, which from an aerial photograph looks like an extension to the
woodland lying to the west. It includes Silver Birch with multi-stems, Copper
Beech and Pedunculate Oak.

4.1.52 SNG/BW3 — There are four mature Pedunculate Oak trees lining the dry ditch
(DD1), just south of the football fields (SNG4). Under this the vegetation is
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grass dominated with locally abundant False Oat-grass, Cock’s-foot, Rough
Meadow-grass as well as rare Meadow Vetchling, Rowan saplings, Common
lvy, Red Fescue and Bramble.

4.1.53SNG/BW4 — To the east of the tennis courts is a strip of sub-mature
Pedunculate Oak trees that tend to be 10m spaced and are around 50-80
years old. The grassland is heavy on grasses and light on herbs owing to the
overshading and include abundant Rough Meadow-grass, with frequent
Sweet Vernal-grass and occasional Cock’s-foot, Common Bent and Creeping
Soft-grass with occasional Rowan and Pedunculate Oak saplings and some
Honeysuckle sprawled around with patches of Greater Stitchwort. On the
north west corner towards the car park area is a patch of False Oat-grass,
Honeysuckle, Common Nettle, Yellow Loosestrife and Ground Elder.
Towards the southern end there is locally frequent Sheep’s Fescue, Field
Wood-rush, Hedge Bedstraw and a scattering of small Gorse bushes. Where
is opens out at the southern end the grasses are as above (Rough Meadow-
grass, Yorkshire-fog, Sweet Vernal-grass) with Dandelion, Broad-leaved
Dock and in damp depressions there are Creeping Buttercup, Sharp-flowered
Rush, Meadowsweet and Floating Sweet-grass — although it was mown and
the beauty of the plants in flower was not captured.

4.1.54 SNG/BW5 — On the junction between Hunts Hill Road and Normandy
Common Lane is a small island with Pedunculate Oak and Rowan. Mown
Yorkshire-fog and Rough Meadow-grass.

Tall Ruderal
4.1.55 This habitat type is shown as terracotta diagonal lines on Figure 1.

4.1.56 There are six areas of tall ruderal vegetation mapped within the survey area
and labelled TR1 to TR6.

4.1.57 TR1 — Between the trackway and a small hut on the edge of the playing fields
is a small area of tall ruderals including Creeping Thistle, Bramble, Rough
Meadow-grass, Bristly Oxtongue, Spear Thistle, Common Ragwort,
Redshank, Common Nettle and the charming Bee Orchid. Two fine
specimens of the latter were seen during the site visit, pointed out to the
surveyor by someone who had come across them some years ago. Long
may they continue to survive, but scrub encroachment is one of their
problems as well as wooden boards and other paraphernalia being left in this
area (whilst the Bee Orchid presence perhaps should not be broadcast to the
public, the importance of this area for ‘ruderal’ species should be and
therefore would help with future protection of this handsome plant). There is
Lawson’s Cypress here too.

4.1.58TR2 — To the west of the cricket pavilion there is an island of woodland
(BW2) with some tall ruderal vegetation and developing scrub (to the west).
The tall ruderal vegetation has developed on disturbed thinner soils and
contains frequent Common Ragwort, Rough Meadow-grass and Ribwort
Plantain, Common Bird’s-foot Trefoil and occasional Cut-leaved Crane’s-bill,
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Yorkshire-fog, Yarrow, Creeping Buttercup, Selfheal and Creeping Cinquefoil.
Whilst Field Forget-me-not and Cat's-ear tend to be rare. The developing
scrub patches were in evidence from the locally dominant Bramble on the
edge to the woodland. Perennial Rye-grass was locally abundant on the
edges.

4.1.59TR3 — Close to the pavilion there is a bank, which contains a line of
overgrown Hawthorn, probably once a hedge, overtopped by Silver Birch and
accompanied by Rowan. Then on the edge of the hard standing there is also
a patch of tall ruderal and typical woodland species including occasional
Bluebell, Hawthorn saplings, Lords and Ladies, Greater Stitchwort, locally
abundant Common Ivy (both as a climber and on the ground) and locally
frequent Honeysuckle seen climbing over Bramble.

4.1.60TR4 — This is located on the edge of the football field. Meadow Vetchling,
Yorkshire-fog, Red Fescue, Oak saplings, Cock’s-foot, Field Rose,
Meadowsweet, Rough Meadow-grass, Raspberry, Common Bent, Sweet
Vernal, Montbretia, Hedge Woundwort, Ribwort Plantain, Common Bird’s-foot
Trefoil, Selfheal, Grey Willow, Broad-leaved Dock, Gorse, False Oat-grass,
Lesser Stitchwort and Common Sorrel.

4.1.61 TR5 — On either side of the dry ditch (DD1) to the east there are a variety of
ruderal species that have been left unmown such as Herb Robert, Herb
Bennett, False Oat-grass, Hedge Bindweed, Hedge Woundwort, Cleavers,
Nipplewort, Bramble, Wood Dock, Common Nettle, Yorkshire-fog, Rough
Meadow-grass and Common Comfrey. Common Figwort, locally abundant
False Oat-grass and Great Willowherb.

4.1.62 TR6 — Opposite Normandy Hill Farm there is a large open area of tall ruderal
vegetation with a mix of Hedge Bindweed, Tufted Vetch, Ground Elder,
Silverweed, Common Nettle, Bramble, young Grey Willow, Creeping Thistle,
Broad-leaved Dock, Male Fern, Great Willowherb, Yellow Loosestrife,
Meadow Vetchling, Creeping Buttercup. Where it is damper (hollow or partial
ditch) there is some Yellow Irish and Hard Rush. Outside the garage there is
a little planted conifer, Montbretia, variegated Yellow Archangel, Druce’s
Cranes’-bill and Virginia-creeper (see TN121). A nice little open area despite
the non-native invasive species.

Standing Water & Marginal Vegetation
4.1.63 This habitat type is shown in blue on Figure 1.

4.1.64 There are three ponds in the survey area, labelled P1 to P3.

4.1.65P1 — There is a small man (Bill-) made pond in the orchard area (SNG/BW1
in the north of the site). The edges have been planted up with Yellow Iris and
Ragged Robin. Whilst getting their feet wet are Lesser Spearwort, Marsh
Marigold, Water Forget-me-not and Mare’s-tail. In the water are Canadian
Waterweed, White Water-lily and Common Duckweed.
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4.1.66 P2 — This shows where Normandy Pond is located. It is thought to be around
300 years old (possibly closer to 400 years old) with a great deal of history
associated with it. The pond has been documented since the mid C17th and
John Rocque mapped it in 1762.

4.1.67 The pond is located at the bottom of a south facing slope of the Normandy
Common outcrop, leading to the suggestion that it was originally a man-made
water body as a result of sand extraction although this is not proven
(Normandy History website).

4.1.681t has been said that the depth of water at its deepest is just over 1m (but
others suggest more like 3m) and that it approximately 100m by 30m. There
is a natural spring that enters the pond at the east end. It was dredged by
Thames Water in 1987 i.e. 27 years ago. The pond is a mesotrophic pond
supporting open water and marginal vegetation communities.

4.1.69 Footpath No. 367 was used by horses to get to the water. And the stream has
been re-diverted to flow over the stones of the original ford.

4.1.70 Trees surrounding the pond include Grey Willow, Goat Willow, Oak, Birch
and Beech. Emergent vegetation is patchy and includes abundant Reed
Sweet-grass with frequent Soft Rush, Yellow Iris and Common Reedmace.
Bramble comes up to the bank in places. Other occasional species on the
bank include Gipsywort, Bittersweet, Marsh Bedstraw, Marsh Pennywort,
Purple Moor-grass, Wavy Bitter-cress, Broad-buckler Fern and Lady Fern.
White Water-lily is occasional on the water. The water is quite murky and
appeared to have limited submerged vegetation. However, Marsh St John’s
Wort, a Surrey notable species is present on the water's edge as well as
Common Water Starwort, as recorded in the 2007 SNCI survey (Gibbs,
2007).

4.1.71 As a historical reference, several marginal and emergent vegetation were
recorded within a few years of the pond restoration project, in 1990, including
Gipsywort, Unbranched Bur-reed, Common Marsh Bedstraw, Marsh
Marigold, Lesser Spearwort, Large Bird’s-foot Trefoil and Marsh Pennywort.

4.1.72 P3 — This smaller, shallow pond (holding water during the 2007 visit, but dry
in 2014) is on the edge of Normandy Common Lane to the north of the main
pond. It is located in a fairly open undulating area with a couple of other
damp depressions. There is a well used path through this area. Soft Rush is
frequent around the edge with Floating Sweet-grass growing in the water with
occasional Bittersweet. Soft Rush is locally frequent within another couple of
damp depressions.

Running Water
4.1.73 This habitat type is shown as a blue line on Figure 1.

4.1.74 There are several ditches on the commons, where a description is prescribed
the general area has been given a label, from RW1 to RW5.
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4.1.75RW1 — This steep sided woodland ditch in the south west of the site is
generally highly shaded by the canopy. Despite this there is a fair amount of
associated vegetation such as locally frequent Hard Fern, Hard Fern,
Bramble, Honeysuckle, Bracken and Soft Rush. There are patches of Broad
Buckler-fern, Male Fern, Tufted Hair-grass and Downy Birch saplings. The
ditch does hold some water, which is very shallow and has a slow flow.
Bramble overtops it nearer to the car park.

4.1.76 Where the ditch runs along the western edge of the site the ditch is
approximately 1.5m wide with flowing shallow water. Hard Fern is still
growing successfully under the shade produced from the Holly thickets.

4.1.77 RW2 — Near to the south west boundary the ditch is approximately 1.5m wide
and runs east/west, it is heavily shaded by surrounding woodland, here there
are Lady Fern, Hard Fern, Broad Buckler-fern as well as Pendulous Sedge,
Compact Rush, Bramble and Honeysuckle. Black Spleenwort is rare and
found close to the foot bridge.

4.1.78 The ditch widens out a little in front of the car park to about 2m wide, where it
is light and open there are small stands of vegetation in the water such as
frequent Yellow Iris, Floating Sweet-grass, Water Mint, Common Reed-grass,
with occasional Soft Rush, Marsh Figwort, Marsh Horsetail, Greater Bird's-
foot Trefoil, young Alder and Fool's Water-cress. Close to the large tufts of
Pendulous Sedge is some non-native garden Montbretia.

4.1. 79 RW3 - In front of the car park where the close to where the ditches merge
the banks contain Sweet Vernal-grass and Yorkshire-fog with a bit of Marsh
Thistle and Hard Fern. In the water there is some Floating Sweet-grass and
Broad-leaved Pondweed with a patch of Common Starwort. Historically
several marshy plants have been recorded in the past (1987) in these ditches
including Marsh Willowherb, Fool's Water-cress, Wild Angelica, Reed Sweet-
grass, Floating Sweet-grass and Broad-leaved Pond Weed.

4.1.80RW4 - On the southern edge (on the eastern side of the site) the ditch
contains ferns along the edge include frequent Lady Fern as well as
occasional Male, Broad-Buckler and Hard Fern. Primrose, Wood Sorrel,
Hemlock Water-dropwort, Marsh Bedstraw, Remote Sedge and Wood False-
brome are occasional along the banks (Gibbs, 2007).

4.1.81 RW5 — On the eastern side of the site, either side of the path are wide ditches
with Male Fern, Broad Buckler-fern, Hard Fern, Soft Rush, Tormentil, Wood
Sorrel and Remote Sedge. Hart's Tongue-fern and Enchanter’s Nightshade.
Where the ditch leads up to Normandy Common Lane and it is a more open
there are Floating Sweet-grass, Redshank, Wavy Bitter-cress, Lady Fern,
Marsh Figwort and Remote Sedge on the banks.

Introduced Shrub
4.1.82 This habitat type is shown as terracotta crosshatching on Figure 1.
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4.1.83 There is one area of introduced shrub mapped in the survey area.

4.1.841S1 — On the car park edge by the Guildford Road/Hunts Hill Road junction
there are some planted garden varieties of shrubs that include Oregon Grape
and Hebe sp.

Native Species-rich Hedge
4.1.85 This habitat type is shown as a straight green line with single green dashes
on Figure 1.

4.1.86 There is one species-rich hedge with trees mapped within the survey area.

4.1.87RH1 — This represents a planted hedge/scrub edge to the orchard
(SNG/BW1), still in tubes and young. It includes Hawthorn, Blackthorn and
Hazel.

Native Species-poor Hedge and Trees
4.1.88 This habitat type is shown as a straight green line with double green dashes
on Figure 1.

4.1.89 There is one species-poor hedge with trees mapped within the survey area.

4.1.90 PHT1 — In the north of the site there is a hedge of Beech along a residential
dwelling. In front of it there is a grassy bit with Rough Meadow-grass,
Yorkshire-fog, Bluebell, Hogweed, Hedge Bindweed, Ribwort Plantain,
Common Sorrel.

Dry ditch
4.1.91 This habitat type is shown as a dashed wavy blue line on Figure 1.

4.1.92 There is one dry ditch mapped within the survey area.

4.1.93DD1 - At the southern end of the football pitches and the edge of the
trackway there is a dry ditch (at the time of the survey), which is likely to be
seasonally flooded and hold water during winter. The ditch is relatively
narrow at about half a metre and deep. See tall ruderal section for information
on the vegetation found either side of the ditch bank edges.

Building & Hard Standing
4.1.94 This is shown in black on Figure 1.

4.1.95 This represents the tennis courts, huts, paths, track ways and areas of hard
standings and buildings.

Not surveyed
4.1.96 This is shown in red diagonal lines on Figure 1.

4.1.97 This represents private residential dwellings that are not part of the common
and were therefore not included in the survey area.
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Target Notes
4.1.98 The target notes are shown as a red circle and numbered from TN1 — to
TN22 on Figure 1.

4.1.99 TN1 - An area of Rhododendron.

4.1.100 TN2 — Old Thatch driveway has three Schedule 9 invasive species namely
Montbretia, Variegated Yellow Archangel and Rhododendron.

4.1.101 TN3 — A patch of Montbretia, close to Old Thatch (house) in BW4.

4.1.102 TN4 — A large stand of Bamboo and conifers at the back of Old Thatch.

4.1.103 TN5 — Some Cherry Laurel in BW2.

4.1.104TN6 — It is close to here (by the H of Hunts on the map) that there is a
extensive and problematic patch of the Schedule 9 invasive non-native

Variegated Yellow Archangel and Rhododendron.

4.1.105TN7 — A patch of Montbretia on the edge of the football fields in amongst
TR4 and in TR5.

4.1.106 TN8 — Playground area (SNG9).
4.1.107 TN9 — Small area of planted non-native garden daffodils in SNG9.
4.1.108 TN10 — A localised patch of Rhododendron close to RW?2.

4.1.109 TN11 — Another stand of Rhododendron in the south of the site near the car
park.

4.1.110 TN12 — Two patches of Montbretia on the banks of the ditch, close to the
car park.

4.1.111 TN13 — A patch of garden daffodils.
4.1.112 TN14 — Another patch of Montbretia.

4.1.113 TN15 — Along the Guildford Road close to the Hall are Montbretia, Cherry
Laurel, Rhododendron.

4.1.114TN16 — On the edge of Normandy Hill House there are planted shrubs
including Butterfly/Buddleja and Cherry Laurel.

4.1.115TN17 — All along the edge of Normandy Common Lane here are Greater
Periwinkle and an extensive patch of variegated Yellow Archangel.

4.1.116 TN18 — Another large spreading variegated Yellow Archangel.
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4.1.117 TN19 — A small patch of Cherry Laurel.
4.1.118 TN20 — A stand of Bamboo outside Normandy Hill Farm.

4.1.119TN21 — In amongst the tall ruderal vegetation are variegated Yellow
Archangel, Montbreia and Virginia-creeper.

4.1.120 TN22 — Crassula (New Zealand Pigmyweed/Australian Swamp Stonecrop)
has been seen again recently in two small patches on the edge of
Normandy Common Pond.
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4.2 Desk Study
4.2.1 The full data search is given in Appendix 1 and should be referred to for full
details. The results are summarised below for information only.

Statutory Sites
4.2.2 The survey area does not have any statutory designations.

4.2.3 Within the 5km search area two statutory sites were identified immediately
opposite to the survey site:

e Thursley, Ash, Pirbright and Chobham Special Area of Conservation
(SAC)
e Ash to Brookwood Heaths Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)

A further five were identified within 5km:

Basingstoke Canal SSSI

Colony Bog and Bagshot Heath SSSI
Puttenham and Crooksbury Commons SSSI
Seale Chalk Pit SSSI

Whitmoor Common SSSI

4.2.4 There is one Special Protection Areas within 5km:
e Thames Basin Heaths SPA

Non statutory Sites

4.2.5 Part of the survey area is a non-statutory site, that being Normandy Pond and
some of the surrounding land. These are local wildlife sites termed Sites of
Nature Conservation Importance (SNCIs) in Surrey. The rest of Normandy
Common is not a Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI), however
this does not diminish its importance of semi-natural habitat in Surrey and it is
recognised that all semi-natural habitat is important for wildlife and of
potential education value.

Normandy Pond SNCI — The 2007 SNCI survey concluded that:

4.2.6 The eastern part of this site was selected as an SNCI in 1996 based on the
following descriptions; “Normandy Pond is a shallow mesotrophic pond dating
back at least 100 years. Recently restored the pond is valuable for a variety
of wetland flora and fauna. Surrounding Oak-Birch woodland, with Willow
and Gorse scrub and small areas of open acid grassland add diversity to the
site”.

4.2.7 The 2007 SNCI survey stated that this description is still relevant. Areas of
open acid grassland were not particularly obvious during the survey and may
have become encroached by scrub and woodland since the last survey (and
that is certainly true in 2014).
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4.2.8 The site remains of conservation interest, particularly in the east and
surrounding the pond where the woodland reflects its heathland origins. This
survey recorded 108 vascular plant species. 130 species were recorded in
the last survey. The site with its range of open and woodland habitats is also
likely to support a range of non-plant species. A Grass Snake was observed
just to the east of the SNCI. The pond will support an important suite of
species associated with wetland habitats. Of particular note was the Marsh
St John’s-wort found on the water’s edge. This is a species on the draft list of
Surrey notable plant species. The pond supports a good diversity of
dragonflies and damselflies with 22 species having been recorded including
the nationally important Brilliant Emerald and the regionally important Hairy
Dragonfly. This site would qualify as a key dragonfly site according to the
British Dragonfly Society criteria.

4.2.9 There is evidence of and potential for a number of species protected by law
to be present on the site. Bats may roost in some of the more mature trees.
The pond has some potential to support Great Crested Newts. Reptiles are
likely to be present on the site, particularly in the more open areas. A Grass
Snake was observed just to the east of the existing SNCI. A number of
animal holes, some of which were made by Badgers were found within the
woodland.

4.2.10 Within the 5km search area forty-five non-statutory sites were identified:

Ancient Woodland

4.2.11 The survey area is not classified as ancient woodland. The history of the site
is well known and it is not designated as ancient woodland in the Surrey
Inventory (Davis, 2010) and Normandy Common was once an open
heathland hundreds of years ago. However that is not to say that there are
areas that have been woodland for many years and therefore contain a good
number of typical woodland species. In fact 24 Ancient Woodland Indicators
(AWI). To put it in context a site with at least ten AWI would suggest that it is
ancient in origin.

4.2.12 Within the 5km search area one hundred and seventeen areas of ancient
woodland were identified.

Conservation verges
4.2.13 The survey area does not have any conservation verges.

4.2.14 Within the 5km search area there are six conservation verge sites.

Habitats of Principal Importance

4.2.15 UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UK BAP) Priority Habitats are also Habitats of
Principle Importance (HPI) listed under The Natural Environment and Rural
Communities Act 2006 Section 41 (NERC S41). These habitats do not
receive statutory protection, but the S41 list is intended to provide guidance
to decision-makers, e.g. those representing public bodies and local/regional
authorities, in implementing their duty under Section 40 of the NERC Act to
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‘...have regard to the conservation of biodiversity in England when carrying
out their normal functions’.

4.2.16 The habitats recorded are typical of the wider area.

4.2.17 The following UK BAP Priority Habitats / HPI were found within the survey
area:

Lowland dry acid grassland
Lowland mixed deciduous woodland
Traditional orchards

Ponds

Biodiversity Opportunity Areas (BOAS)

4.2.18 BOASs cover a variety of habitats and are regional priority areas for restoration
and creation of Biodiversity Action plan (BAP) habitats. These are mapped
on the South East Biodiversity Strategy website and are spatial
representations of the BAP targets and are areas of opportunity, not
constraint. BOAs are intended to complement the work of regional and local
organisations; delivering BAP targets and actions through this agreed area
based approach will result in a landscape scale approach to conservation to
restore and create areas rich in biodiversity, making our wildlife more robust
to changing climate and socio-economic pressures.

4.2.19 The site is within an area that has been identified as a BOA known as:

e THAMES BASIN HEATHS
Ash, Brookwood & Whitmoor Heaths

Notable Species
4.2.20 Protected species and species of conservation concern were found within the
5km search area, full lists of species are given in the data search Appendix 1.

4.2.21 Species of particular note because of their legal protection and / or because
they have site relevance, as preferred habitats occur on site, are as given in
Table 1:
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Table 1: Data Search Results

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981
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PLANTS
Hyacinthoides non-
Bluebell scripta X
BUTTERFLIES
Grayling Hipparchia semele Local Heathland
Coenonympha Heathland, Acid Grassland, Calcareous
Small Heath pamphilus grassland
White Admiral Ladoga camilla Mixed deciduous woodland
BIRDS
Barn Owl Tyto alba X various..
House Sparrow Passer domesticus Urban
REPTILES
Grass Snake Natrix natrix X various..
AMPHIBIANS
Great Crested
Newt Triturus cristatus A2,4 X Standing water, Ponds
Common Frog Rana temporaria
Smooth Newt Triturus vulgaris X
MAMMALS
Brown Long-eared Mixed deciduous woodland, Wood-
bat Plecotus auritus A4 X pasture & parkland, Urban
Common Pipistrellus
Pipistrelle pipistrellus A4 X various..
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4.3

44.1

Protected and Notable Species Assessment

Each section contains a summary, in italics, of the legal protection afforded to
each species. Please note that this is for information only and is not intended
to be a complete synopsis of the legislation.

Reptiles

4.4.2

4.4.3

4.4.4

4.4.5

All native British reptiles are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act
(1981) from killing and injury. Sand Lizards and Smooth Snakes also receive
additional protection under the Conservation (Natural Habitats &c)
Regulations 2010 from intentional killing and injury and from intentional
damage, destruction or obstruction of access to a place of shelter. All native
UK reptiles are UK BAP Priority species and SPI.

The data search identified records of Grass Snake within the 5km search
area.

No reptiles were recorded within the survey area during the site assessment.
However during the 2007 SNCI survey a Grass Snake was observed just
east of the survey site.

There is habitat suitable for reptiles within the survey area, this being the
areas of tall semi-improved grassland, dense scrub, tall ruderal vegetation,
woodland edge and dense bracken and it is very likely that they are present.

Amphibians

4.4.6

4.4.7

4.4.8

4.4.9

Great Crested Newts are protected under schedule 5 of the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 and of the Conservation (Natural Habitats &c)
Regulations 2010 from intentional killing and injury and from intentional
damage, destruction or obstruction of access to a place of shelter. In addition
Great Crested Newts and Common Toads are UK BAP Priority species and
SPI.

The data search found records of Great Crested Newts, Smooth Newts and
Common Frog within the 5km search area.

The survey area contains 3 ponds. The smaller, shallow ponds (P1 & P3) are
thought unlikely to support Great Crested Newts. Normandy Pond (P2) does
have potential to support them, but it is thought that they are currently not
present. This pond does support a population of Common Toad (pers. comm
Winchester D, 2014).

The OS 1:10,000 map held by SWT shows there to be a further four ponds
within 500m of the survey area. There are likely to be other garden ponds in
the vicinity that are not show on the maps.
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Bats

4.4.10Bats are fully protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, as
amended, and also receive additional via The Conservation of Species and
Habitats Regulations (2010) from intentional killing and injury and from
intentional damage, destruction or obstruction of access to a place of shelter.
It is an offence to Kkill or injure a bat or interfere with any roosting or resting
site. A bat roost is interpreted as "any structure or place used for shelter or
protection” whether or not bats are present at the time or not. Barbastelle
Bats, Bechstein’s Bat, Noctule, Soprano Pipistrelle, Brown Long-eared Bat,
Greater Horseshoe Bat and Lesser Horseshoe Bat are also UK BAP Priority
species and SPI.

4.4.11 The data search identified records of Brown Long-eared Bat and Common
Pipistrelle within the search area.

4.4.12 There are mature trees within the survey site with ivy cladding and / or holes,
splits, missing limbs, loose bark with some bat potential.

4.4.13 The buildings within the survey area are not considered to be suitable for
bats. However some of the residential dwellings that are not part of the
common (those areas unsurveyed on Figure 1) do have bat potential i.e loose
tiles, missing tiles, loose lead flashing etc. and within 200m of woodland or
water. These bats would then be making full use of the common for foraging.

Breeding Birds

4.4.14 All wild birds are protected under Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, as
amended, from damage or destruction of their nest whilst in use or
construction, some birds listed on Schedule 1 receive additional protection
from disturbance during nesting.

4.4.15 The data search identified an assemblage of widespread bird species within
the 1km search area. In addition the following Schedule 1 bird was identified
Barn Owl.

4.4.16 Breeding birds are very likely to be present within the woodland, scattered
trees, dense scrub, tall ruderal vegetation, Bracken and longer grassland
within the survey area.

Badgers

4.4.17 Badgers are protected under the Protection of Badgers Act 1992, which
makes it illegal to kill, injure or take a badger or to interfere with their setts;
such as by the use of heavy machinery nearby.

4.4.18 The data search did not identify any Badger setts within 1km of the survey
area, however a Badger sett is known to be present in BW6. This sett does
not look like it has been used recently. A detailed search of the wider area
was not conducted.
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Dormice

4.4.19 Dormice are fully protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 as
amended and habitats receive additional protection under the Conservation
(Natural Habitats etc.) Regulations 2010 from damage, destruction or
obstruction of access to a place of shelter.

4.4.20 The data search identified no records of Dormice within the search area.

4.4.21 The woodland areas are potentially suitable for Dormice. In the past 25
Dormice boxes have been erected in the most potentially suitable area with a
Hazel understory, BW6 (eastern edge) and BW7, but Dormice were recorded
and at the last check in October 2010 some of the boxes were reported as
missing. Those boxes that were still remaining, 19 in all, were checked at the
end of August 2014. One was on the floor on a fallen tree, one had been
replaced on the tree backwards with no lid and another had no lid. Of the
remaining boxes some had old bird’s nests and some had wood mouse nests
with nut stores and one had a wood mouse. There was no evidence of use by
Dormice.

Otters & Water Voles

4.4.22 Otters and Water Voles are fully protected under the Wildlife and Countryside
Act 1981 as amended. Otters and their habitats receive additional protection
under the Conservation (Natural Habitats etc.) Regulations 2010 from
damage, destruction or obstruction of access to a place of shelter. Both
species area also UK BAP Priority species and SPI.

4.4.23 The data search identified records of Water Vole within the search area,
however other records show a Water Vole record from 2000 by the British
Legion hall.

4.4.24 A small portion of the survey area falls within an area highlighted within the
Water Vole Alert Map 2010, ‘indicating areas with at least some potentially
suitable habitat within water vole dispersal distance of population within the
last five years'. In addition the survey areas also falls within a Water Vole
Local Key Area ‘indicating areas >/= 6km? that area likely to support larger
populations/clusters of populations that have a greater chance of persisting
long term’. Therefore the presence of Water Voles, although unlikely due to
the overshading of the ditches, is possible.

4.4.25 No records of Otter were identified within the search area.

4.4.26 Otters are not currently known to be resident in Surrey, although there have
been recent sightings of the species in the county. It is therefore considered
unlikely that Otters currently use the survey area.

Other Mammals
4.4.27 All mammals receive some protection under the wild Mammals (Protection)
Act 1996, which makes it an offence to crush or asphyxiate an animal (e.qg.
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within its burrow). Brown Hare, Hedgehogs and Harvest Mice are also UK
BAP Priority species and SPI.

4.4.28 Records of Hedgehog were identified within the search area.
4.4.29 Rabbit droppings and mole-hills were identified within the survey area.

Species of Principal Importance

4.4.30 UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UK BAP) Priority Species are also Species of
Principle Importance (SPI) listed under The Natural Environment and Rural
Communities Act 2006 Section 41 (NERC S41. The S41 list is intended to
provide guidance to decision-makers, e.g. those representing public bodies
and local/regional authorities, in implementing their duty under Section 40 of
the NERC Act to ‘...have regard to the conservation of biodiversity in England
when carrying out their normal functions’.

4.4.31 The following UK BAP Priority species / SPI animals are present or have the
potential to be present within the survey area:
e Stag Beetle (noted at the orchard area (SNG/BW1).
e White Admiral (recorded in 2006 by Normandy Hill House & the
orchard in 2014).
Water Vole (last recorded in 2000 by the British Legion Hall).
Hedgehog
Barn Owl
House Sparrow
Grass Snake
Common Pipestrelle & Brown Long-eared bats
Great Crested Newt

Rare / Notable Plants

4.4.32 A total of 339 vascular plants have been recorded over the years of which
254 were recorded in 2014, this is a high number because of the size of the
site, the time of year and the variety of habitats present.

4.4.33 The following Surrey rare or notable plant species have been recorded in the
past, but not in 2014:

e Galingale (last recorded in 1994) Nationally Scarce

e Oblong-leaved Sundew (last recorded in 1995) VC17 Scarce

e Round-leaved Crowfoot (last recorded in 1999 by the southern car
park) VC17 Scarce

e Marsh St. John’s-wort (last recorded in 2007) VC17 Scarce

Non Native Plant Species

4.4.34 1t is an offence to plant or otherwise cause to grow in the wild invasive non-
native species listed under Schedule 9 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act
(1981 as amended).
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4.4.35 Those that were recorded during the survey have been highlighted on Figure

1 as Target Notes (TN1 to TN22).

4.4.36 Plants listed on Schedule 9 that have been recorded within the survey area

(including historical records) are as follows:

Variegated Yellow Archangel (recorded in 2014)

Montbretia (recorded in 2014)

Rhododendron (Rhododendron ponticum) (recorded in 2014)
Crassula (recorded in 2014)

Virginia Creeper (recorded in 2014)

Three-cornered Garlic (last recorded in 1995)

Himalayan Cotoneaster (last recorded in 1995)

4.4.37 The following have been recorded on the site and are listed on the Plantlife

list (Thomas, 2010) where research has shown that they are likely to be
invasive in the future:

Lawson’s Cypress (recorded in 2014)
Bamboo (recorded in 2014)

Hybrid Bluebell (last recorded in 1976)
Garden Privet (last recorded in 1995)

4.4.38 The following plant species, not listed above are on the draft Surrey Invasive

Species (Waite, 2010) list and are listed below:

Cherry Laurel (recorded in 2014)

Sycamore (recorded in 2014)

Butterfly-bush (Buddleja davidii) (recorded in 2014)
Rum Cherry (last recorded in 1995)
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5.0 Protected and Notable Species Recommendations

Reptiles

5.1 As there is suitable habitat for reptiles a survey for presence / likely absence
could be conducted (Prescription M3). This involves placing refugia (tin and
roofing felt etc.) within the survey area. The refugia should be left in place for
a minimum of two weeks before being checked up to seven times by an
ecologist. This survey should be conducted between March and September.

Amphibians

5.2  As there are ponds that could be potentially suitable for Great Crested Newts
a presence / likely absence survey is recommended (Prescription M4).
These surveys should be conducted between mid-March and mid-June.

Bats

5.3 As there is potential bat habitat within the survey are it is recommended that
a bat assessment survey be undertaken by a licensed bat ecologist
(Prescription M5). This can be undertaken at any time of the year. Itis likely
that they would recommend further bat ‘emergence’ surveys, which can only
be undertaken when bats are active (typically May to the end of August). A
bat box was seen during the survey site visits (it is not known if they are they
checked or cleaned). The bat ecologist should be made aware of this (and
any others) to check and evaluate their location suitability and provide further
advice.

Breeding Birds
5.4  Where clearance of trees and scrub is planned, this should be undertaken
outside the bird nesting season (which is typically 1% March to 31% August).

5.5 If any clearance occurs within the breeding bird season the area should be
checked, ideally by an ecologist, and if any nesting birds are found the
vegetation should be retained and protected until after the young have
fledged.

5.6 There a paucity of knowledge with regards to the types and number of
breeding birds utilising the site. A breeding bird survey is recommended
(Prescription M6). There has clearly been an interest in the state of birds on
the common in the past as indicated by the bird boxes in the woodland, for
example on the woodland edge by the Cricket Pitch (MW12).

Badgers

5.7 A precautionary check for mammal holes within 30m of the site should be
conducted prior to management works commencing, particularly in BW6
north of the pond, as well as general monitoring (Prescription M7).
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Dormice
5.8 The boxes should be checked annually and a search for chewed Hazel nuts
be made (best conducted September to December) (Prescription M8).

Otters & Water Voles

5.9 lItis considered unlikely that Otters are present within the survey area and, as
such, no surveys are recommended. Water Voles are also unlikely to be
present. However there is keen interest from Landscapes Officer at Surrey
Wildlife Trust in assessing the site for its suitability as there have been
reports of Water Vole signs at Henley Park to the north (Prescription M9).

Other Mammals
5.10 Any management should take into consideration small mammals
(Prescription 10).

Invertebrates

5.11 A terrestrial and aquatic invertebrate survey for the site is recommended
(Prescription M11). A general assessment of the site would be required in
the first instance to find out where more intensive recorded is suitable. This
should be undertaken during Spring through to late Summer.

5.12 Stag Beetles have been recorded within 5km of the survey site and they have
been recorded in the orchard area (SNG/BW1) and it is therefore likely that
they are present elsewhere on Normandy Common given the habitats
available. Stag Beetles is a UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) priority
species and a Nationally Notable B (Nb) species. It is protected under
appendix 3 of the Bern convention. Stag Beetle larvae rely on rotting dead
wood for their survival therefore it is important to ensure that the dead wood
habitat on the site does not decline.

5.13 Survey Timetable

5.13.1 Table 2 below indicates the range of times when the recommended surveys
can be carried out.

Table 2:

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY | JUNE | JULY | AUG | SEPT OCT NOV

DEC

Bats (Summer
Roosts)

Bats (Foraging
/ Commuting)

Birds
(Breeding)

Dormice

Great Crested

Newts

Invertebrates

Reptiles Limited

Water Voles Sub- Sub-

optimal optimal
Optimal Survey Time
Extending into
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6.0 Habitat Evaluation

6.1

6.2

Mixed & broad-leaved semi-natural woodland

Normandy Common supports areas of mixed and broad-leaved woodland
across the whole site, which in general supports a homogenous underscrub
of Bramble and Bracken probably due to a change in management over
decades leading to an increase in soil nutrients and leaf litter build up. This
eutrophication has meant the loss of acidophilous (acid-loving) plant species.
This common-place habitat in Surrey, is nevertheless a Habitat of Principal
Importance. In the not so distant past there have been areas of remnant
heath and large patches of acid grassland. Latimer described the site thus in
1987, ‘very little of the open heathland habitat now remains following
conversion of sections of the common to housing plus gardens, playing fields
and amenity grassland. Woodland succession has further reduced the areas
of open heath to small remnants, mainly situated in the managed wayleaves'.

There are a number of impressive sub-mature and mature native
Pedunculate Oak trees throughout the woodlands including around the edge
of the cricket grounds (near SAG2) and along the track edge by the tennis
courts (SNG/BW3 and SNG/BW4). These trees are valuable for their wildlife
and visual value as well as their historical and aesthetic importance.

The woodlands contain a variety of wildlife using the woodland canopy, sub-
canopy, understory, scrub and field layers particularly birds and
invertebrates, probably bats and possibly amphibians and reptiles. Although
note the word probably. There are large gaps in knowledge which should be
addressed if funds allow. Gathering this survey information at the start of a
concerted programme of management will ensure that there is a baseline of
recorded information which can be reviewed/compared and contrasted in
past management years when work has progressed and hopefully will prove
there has been a positive benefit to the biodiversity.

There is potential to enhance the woodland by creating glades, opening
existing glades and producing a more varied mosaic of habitats with a focus
on the creation of scrub/woodland edge habitats.

Semi-improved neutral grassland (and pockets of acidic grassland)

The grassland habitat is a valuable part of the suite of habitats that the site
supports, including the small pockets of the lowland acid grassland, which is
a Habitat of Principle Importance. The thin soils and scattered plants are
ideal for thermophilic (heat-loving) insects such as grasshoppers and
butterflies. Although they are small remnant stretches of what would have
been much larger swathes, referred to as recently as 1987, the neglect has
led to rank vegetation and scrub encroachment. The proposed management
should ensure that other pockets in glades and ride edges will appear and
ideally would begin to be linked together.

The majority of the open grassland areas are managed as amenity grassland
and therefore cut frequently throughout the growing season. And whilst the
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6.3

6.4

6.5

vision is for continued recreational grassland there is wiggle-room for the
relaxation of mowing. In order to create a more varied suite of habitats the
grassland habitat should be enhanced by increasing the area of uncut
grassland to create meadows and mixing up the cutting regimes in places to
create buffer zones of connecting grassland with surrounding scrub and
woodland ecotone. This interface of long uncut grass will be very important
for a host of invertebrates especially butterflies, moths and grasshoppers, as
well as small mammals and potentially reptiles. The future creation of
woodland glades and widened ride edges will also create grassland patches.

Water Features

There are two types of water feature on the site, the three ponds, and a
series of ditches. The largest of these ponds is Normandy Pond, which
gualifies as a Habitat of Principle Importance and is an SNCI.

It was dredged by Thames Water in 1987 i.e. 27 years ago after many years
of neglect. Very quickly there was a surge in the quantity and quality of
marginal and emergent vegetation as well as a starting number of
dragonflies using the water. Around this time a total of 22 species were
recorded including Brilliant Emerald (Vulnerable), Hairy Dragonfly and Black
Darter. According to the 2007 SNCI report that would have qualified it as a
key dragonfly site according to the British Dragonfly Society criteria. Every
five years the fish are removed and the pond is restocked.

Ditches also add to the diversity of the site and provide a haven for a rich
number of ferns. These ditches have become over shaded again and the
canopy has closed over and in places they are choked by Bramble.
Enhanced management will ensure that both the ponds and ditches will
benefit from increased marginal and emergent vegetation as well as
invertebrates such as dragonflies, damselflies and potentially newts.

Indicator Plants

See 4.3.33. In addition Bee Orchid (recorded in 2014), Round-leaved
Sundew (last recorded in 1995) and Black Spleenwort (recorded in 2014)
have no designation, but it can be considered of site importance.

From species list of plants recorded on the site, an impressive 42 axiophytes
(worthy plants) or grassland indicators from the ‘Species Typical of Grassland
of Conservation Interest in Surrey’ (Gibbs, 2008) have been recorded on the
site. To put it into context, in order to be considered as a Site of
Conservation Importance (SNCI), at least 15 grassland indicators need to
have been recorded.

Non-native, invasive plants

The woodland in the north west has been planted up with Western Hemlock
as a timber resource (see BW15 on Figure 1), which are now mature.
Although naturalised Sycamore can also spread and threaten broad-leaved
woodlands. The rest of the woodland is generally free from exotic plants
save for some small pockets of Cherry Laurel and Rhododendron (see Target

August 2014 38 C2459 Normandy Common Management Plan



6.6

Notes). Rhododendron is listed on the Schedule 9 list on The Wildlife and
Countryside Act (1981 as amended) as a problem invasive species in the UK.
It is widespread on acid soils throughout Surrey. Its dense thickets shade out
indigenous plants, preventing regeneration of trees in woods and obliterating
the ground vegetation (Waite, 2013). The same can be said of Cherry
Laurel, although it has not made its way onto the Schedule 9 list, it is on the
Surrey Invasive Plant List (draft) (Waite, 2013).

Close to some dwellings there are some garden plants that have made their
way by various means onto the site including Montbretia that pops up all over
the common, variegated Yellow Archangel and Virginia-creeper all on the
Schedule 9 list (see Target Notes). In addition Three-cornered Garlic and
Himalayan Balsam have been recorded on the common (Schedule 9
species). There are also an established stands of Butterfly-bush, bamboo,
Lawson’s Cypress, garden daffodils, Greater Periwinkle and Juneberry.
Hybrid Bluebell, Garden Privet and Rum Cherry have also been recorded in
the past.

For example Butterfly-bush, despite it's popularity with butterflies, has a
naughty habitat of crowding out native species, creating dense shade and
enriching the soil with decomposing leaves.

Garden daffodils are often planted by well meaning people who want to
provide a bit of spring colour, but as with other garden throw-out plants it is to
the detriment of native species and unnaturally suburbanises the semi-
natural landscape. It sends out the wrong message to the public. Daffodils
may not spread in the same way other non-native, invasive species do, but
Normandy Common has its fair share of these as well. They are causing
problems and will be costly in time and effort to remove.

Worryingly Crassula (it is most commonly known by its Latin name, other
names are New Zealand Pigmyweed or Australian Swamp Stonecrop) has
made it to Normandy Pond. This is also on the Schedule 9 list. Its presence
IS not surprising as it seems to get into most ponds eventually aided by
ditches, bird’s feet or people bringing it in. It only takes a very small fragment
for it to grow into a thick layer in the water and can become semi-terrestrial
and survives semi-drought conditions as well. It is tough to remove
completely but trying to will be a priority.

Access and Recreation

The site is heavily used by the public for recreation, using the network of
tracks, formal and informal paths. The majority of visitors to Normandy
Common are local to the area and are walkers or dog walkers, some of which
are using the car parking facilities.
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7.0

7.1

Features

Feature 1: Mixed Semi-natural Woodland

Objectives

The woodland will continue to be present on the site, covering a similar area
to the current size. There will be some glade creation, glade enhancement,
path widening and general thinning as well as non-intervention in strategic
areas. In general, thinning should avoid mature broad-leaved trees, if this
becomes unavoidable, all trees older than 100 years, or with obvious cavities,
or with a girth greater than 1m at chest height should be surveyed for bats by
a licensed bat worker before any work takes place. The woodland will have a
diverse structure of at least 95% native species, with open space (both
temporary and permanent), early growth, diverse field layer, understory,
maturing woodland, old growth and deadwood habitat all represented. The
thinning and ride/path opening systems will concentrate on the path to the
west of the cricket pitch, along the ditches in the south near the car park,
along grassland edges and around the pond to ensure that up to 20% of the
woodland canopy in these areas are open at any time to allow more light onto
the woodland floor and to encourage a varied woodland flora and better
structural diversity. Therefore the habitat quality will continue to support
populations of plants, bryophytes, lichens, fungi, mammals, bats, birds,
amphibians and reptiles, to thrive on the site. There will be no non-native,
invasive shrub species or litter/garden rubbish.

Targets
e There will be a 10% open canopy glade/path system over five strategic
areas.

e There will be a 75% increase in scrub interface/grading into woodland or
long grassland.

e Thinning will create improved structural diversity and an understory to
represent 20-30% of the stand area.

e There will of native seedlings growing through to young trees of sufficient
density to maintain a canopy for the future.

e There will be a full range of decaying lying wood.

e A minimum of 4 trees per ha allowed to die standing where compatible
with health and safety, or retained as dead standing wood.

e \Veteran trees, future veteran trees and open grown trees are to be
retained and positively managed.

e As least 95% of native (or acceptable naturalised) species cover in any
one woodland layer.

e Problem species have been controlled and are at a level where they are
not adversely affecting the site, ideally less than 5%.

e Invasive, non-native plants will not be introduced onto the site.

e Normandy Common will have no garden waste or rubbish.
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Management rationale
The management required to meet the objectives and targets above is
outlined below. The location of the prescriptions is shown on Figure 2.

In general there woodland has a closed canopy, which is dominated by a few
shade adapted species, resulting in a homogenisation of the woodland floor
e.g. Bramble. This has led to an increase in soil nutrient status further
increasing the proportion of trees enjoying the high levels of nutrients e.g.
Ash and Sycamore.

7.1.1 Rides & glades

Rides and glades provide a central zone of shorter grass and vegetation will
grade into tall herbs and grasses on the edge and then a scrub zone on the
edge of the woodland. The wider they are the better with uneven, gently
scalloped edges. This will create valuable number of micro-habitats that give
plenty of shelter and warmth to wildlife. Dark, closed paths and ditches with
limited biodiversity will be opened up by cutting back the trees.

Prescription W1: The small glade (in BW11) should be maintained by cutting
back encroaching Pedunculate Oak and Scots Pine and thinning Silver Birch
trees. Leave the Goat Willow. If necessary strim back the Bramble and
Bracken.

Prescription W2: Retain the rest of the woodland tracks/paths by cutting
back the over hanging branches and trimming back the Bramble and other
vegetation, remove clippings.

Prescription W3: Near the south west corner of the cricket grounds there is
a small area that Latimer commented on in 1987. He wrote that ‘there is a
good heather clearing here where the wayleaves meet with young heather on
the slightly higher ground and extending along the wayleaves. Dwarf Gorse
is also present.’ A wide glade should be created here at the path
intersection. The creation of glades concentrated on the intersections of
existing paths will allow easy access to allow removal of timber. Some wood
should be left as brash and decaying lying wood.

Prescription W4: There is a natural gap here in the canopy which should be
exploited. 7+ sub-mature Pedunculate Oaks should be removed and the
excessive Bracken strimmed away, the vegetation on the edge of the path
can be trimmed in necessary. This will hopefully encourage a gorse thicket
for the birds and other scrub and underscrub species. One struggling plant of
Ling was seen here, so the gap opening may encourage a more heathery
glade as well.

Prescription W5: On the slight hill in MW13 consideration should go to clear
felling some of the younger pine and other trees to make a wide open glade
and scrape off the leaf litter to try to encourage a heather glade leading down
to the northern edge of the pond.
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7.1.2 Thinning

It is recommended that a substantial tree thinning project is programmed in to
future management centred on the Western Hemlock plantation section in the
north western block of woodland (MW15). As much of the wood stock is
relatively healthy trees there may be a financial return for the contractors. It
will provide space for the retained broad-leaved trees to develop, whilst
ensuring light penetrates the woodland floor for the field layer to flourish and
will promote a more structured understorey. Having said that it is possible
that bat species will be enjoying such a dark canopy and it will be important
to ask the advice from a bat ecologist.

There are too many dense thickets of Holly and at least 50% should be
thinned.

A possible negative effect of this may be the expansion of exotic species into
gaps, this will need careful management discussed in 7.8.

Prescription W6: Future consideration should go to a specific woodland
management plan that would include a programme of thinning out the
Western Hemlock in MW15 and potentially coppicing the Sweet Chestnut in
BW3.

Prescription W7: There is a small coup of Hazel in BW6, BW7 and BW8 that
could be re-coppiced at the end of the management programme.

Prescription W8: There are dense thickets of Hally in BW8 and BW6 which
should be thinned out by up to 50%. It forms an underwood which is almost
as effective as Rhododendron in shading out ground vegetation including
trees struggling to regenerate. As with the Bramble, the Holly towards the
east of the site tends to take over and the dense thickets, gloomy of aspect,
do not allow any other woodland flora to flourish. That said, they also have
their benefits and not least some varieties of birds prefer to nest in dark
stands of Holly. Therefore the recommendation is that up to half of the
thickets are removed along either side of the path in BW6 to the west of
Normandy Hill House. It is supposed that the residents of the house will
appreciate a continued screen of dense Holly to retain their privacy and so
the Holly close to the house and gardens should be retained.

7.1.3 Decaying Wood/Ancient Trees

Decaying wood is an invaluable resource. The aim for the site should be to
have a variety of different types from decaying standing wood including
hollowed cavities to different ages of decaying lying wood in the form of
trunks, branches and smaller types. There some examples of decaying fallen
wood and torn branches that have been left to rot in situ and thereby are
enhancing the biodiversity of the site and it is best to leave it where it has
fallen or as close to the original source as possible. But the site needs more.
The thinning operations will provide some and ring barking or the creation of
of monoliths by reducing branches on dead standing wood to produce a
decaying standing stick with low failure risk that will also provide future
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decaying wood. It is vital to think about the next generation of mature and
decaying wood now. These are not given specific prescriptions, but
opportunities may present themselves during the time of the management
plan.

When felling trees, some of the resulting brash (finer branches) and trunks
will be ideally strewn randomly around the site to create a more natural feel.
Or they can be used to create log habitat piles in a variety of different
situations i.e. shady, sunny and damp. Although too many can surpress
ground flora, they do create habitat for a range of invertebrates, reptiles and
amphibians. Some brash can be tied into tight bundles and then stacked so
as to be to be more valuable for invertebrates (eg. Stag Beetles) and occupy
less space. A succession of piles of different ages will aid diversity. Half
burying some of the logs in a vertical position will be particularly beneficial to
Stag Beetles and other invertebrates.

Ancient trees (referring to a tree in great age) and veteran trees (those with
holes, decaying branches and other habitat conditions normally associated
with mature and ancient trees) add a distinctive quality to the landscape
whilst also providing a unique and valuable habitat to the site. Therefore it is
important to manage all of the ancient trees and looking after the potential
future ancient trees. The Ancient Tree Guide suggests that Pedunculate
Oaks over 5.5m girth are likely to be ancient (i.e. over 300 years old). Trees
over 3m are generally termed locally notable (as future ancients). It would
therefore be worth considering doing more research and mapping of other
ancient trees and mature/potential ancient trees so that a programme of
haloing and good management can be set in place to ensure their longevity
for future generations to enjoy. Haloing is a way of releasing veteran trees to
restore light around the crown whilst retaining sufficient neighbouring trees to
maintain levels of shelter from extreme weather, to a distance of 3m from the
‘drip-line’. This then helps to maintain the health and longevity of the trees
and the associated biodiversity. The general idea is to reduce competing
trees gradually from an out circle working toward the trunk of the veteran
tree. Leave small Hawthorn trees nearby as they provide valuable nectar
source for saproxylic insects (those using decaying wood). Some trees could
be managed to mimic natural damage through a process termed
‘veteranisation’.

Prescription W9: There are seven W9’'s mapped on Figure 2 as examples of
where to place brash from clearance operations to create habitat piles in the
woodland. Decaying wood refugia habitat for reptiles and other wildlife can
be created by digging a 1m wide hole to a depth of about 50cm and infilling
with logs horizontally or vertically (and perhaps some rubble), sticks and soil
and then overtopping with the original soil and vegetation.

Prescription W10: BW5 (north of the site) for example has an ancient tree
estimated to be approximately 400 years due to its 6m girth. There are other
mature oaks on the edge of the cricket grounds, either side of the Normandy
British Legion Hall, near the scout hut, a large multi-stemmed outside
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Normandy Hill House and one on the edge of Pirbright Road (BW3) see
Prescription W7.

Prescription W11: Near Pirbright Road, at the top of the path west of Old
Hatch there is a mature Pedunculate Oak being obscured by a Holly thicket.
Reduce some of the Holly on an annual basis and some of the younger trees
surrounding it to allow it to expand and grow healthily.

Prescription W12: Future consideration should go to removing up to 50% of
the sub-mature Pedunculate Oak trees in SNG/BW4 area to allow the
remaining ones to spread and become open grown trees with full canopies
and future ancient trees.

7.1.4 Non-intervention

Not all areas of the woodland will require or have work recommended and
non-intervention is a valid woodland practice. If emergency work due to
health and safety becomes a pressing need then this should be included in
the work programme as required.

7.1.5 Bird & Bat Enhancement

The woodland management of the site will create a well developed woodland
structure by encouraging early successional scrub through woodland thinning
and ride and glade management. The majority of trees within this site are
relatively young and lack features often exhibited by mature trees such as
holes and peeling bark, which are utilised by bats and birds. However,
bird/bat boxes are not always the best solution as they many cause issues
with competing species.

It is therefore suggested that the recommendations from any subsequent bird
and bat survey reports are followed with regard to boxes.

7.1.6 Invasive Non-native Species

There are several non-native, invasive species on the common in the
woodland that have been highlighted as an issue and these are discussed
separately later on in section 7.8.

August 2014 44 C2459 Normandy Common Management Plan



7.2

Feature 2: Grassland

Objectives

The grassland swards should exhibit a varied structure including patches of
short grass, small areas of bare ground and taller vegetation grading into tall
ruderal vegetation and scrub. There should be an increase in the number of
herbs (in abundance terms frequent to abundant) present over the grassland
areas. The open grasslands areas should link into each other where possible
via open corridors.

Normandy Common will continue to support a variety of scattered sub-
mature, mature and recruitment trees on the grassland as they provide
continuity of habitat for wildlife and increase landscape value. There will be
no non-native, invasive shrubs species or litter/garden rubbish.

Targets
e Increase the ratio of herbs in the sward to up to double to the number of
grasses.

e Enhance structural diversity of grassland.
e Retain sandy semi-improved acid grassland.
e Create 3-5 piles of grass on woodland/grassland edges.

Management rationale
The management required to meet the objectives and targets above is
outlined below. The location of the prescriptions is shown on Figure 2.

The grassland is an integral part of the mosaic of habitats present at
Normandy Common. Management is designed to improve the overall
biodiversity of this habitat.

The grassland edges, next to the woodland/scrub interface will be left long to
create a de-facto meadow. Scalloped edges will increase the boundary
length, increase the foliage areas, increase the shelter availability for voles
and increase the invertebrate biomass including thermophilous (heat-loving)
insects such as grasshoppers and butterflies. The ratio of grasses to herbs
provides a rough indication of how valuable grassland is. In general, semi-
natural swards in good condition have a much higher number of herbs
compared to grasses. A range of heights over the grassland will be more
beneficial to wildlife. Leaving a buffer zone around the edges will ensure
there is invertebrate refuge and encourage a scrub and underscrub ecotone.
An annual cut in late summer will help to diversify the sward composition and
produce a heterogenous mix of species. Other areas will be cut on a three
year rotation to ensure that some invertebrates are able to overwinter.

Clippings must be removed and taken off site or they will cause enrichment
and prevent seeds from reaching the soil surface and germinating and can
make cutting the following year difficult to get through the resulting ‘thatch’.
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Prescription G1: The orchard (SNG/BW1) should be cut once a year with
the arisings taken off. Care should be taken on the SAG1 area. A path for
access can be cut or strimmed regularly if required.

Prescription G2: Consideration should go to leaving as much of the grass
under the trees around the edge of the cricket grounds as long as possible
either by relaxing the cutting regime, or raising the bar on the mower.

Prescription G3: The football field will cease to be used for recreation shortly
and therefore the proposal is to allow the grassland to grow throughout the
summer season. Some ‘haphazard’ path mowing will ensure that dog
walkers and locals have easy access around the periphery and to connecting
paths. The field will then be cut at the end of the summer as late as possible,
but ideally September. The height of the cut should be around 5cm. Arisings
must be taken off.

Prescription G4: The four edges of the football field should be left uncut on
three year rotation. This will mean that the east and west edges will have a
1-2m strip left uncut in year one and north and south edges will be cut along
with the rest of the field at the end of the season. In year two none of the
edges will be cut, but the central section of the meadow will be cut. In year
three north and south edges will be left uncut and east and west edge will be
cut along with the rest of the field at the end of the season. The height of the
cut should be around 5cm. Arisings must be taken off. The edges should not
be straight, but curved/wiggly to create warm, sheltered spots.

Prescription G5: The grassland on the woodland edge near the children’s
play area (SNG5) should be cut in a similar fashion to the football field. A
buffer zone of 1-2m should be left uncut during the summer. In the first year
the northern half should then be cut in late summer along with the rest of the
grass, leaving the southern portion left uncut throughout the winter as long
grass. In the second year the edge will be left uncut, but the rest of the
grassland will be cut. In the third year the southern half of the buffer zone
edge will be cut in late summer, whilst the northern part will be left uncut.
The height of the cut should be around 5cm. Arisings must be taken off. The
edges should not be straight, but curved/wiggly to create warm, sheltered
spots.

Prescription G6: Consideration should go to relaxing the cutting regime on
the southern end of the children’s play grassland area, opposite the tennis
courts. This section is beyond the play equipment and retains a little more
water hence why there are some damp loving species here such as
Meadowsweet. Ideally it would be left uncut throughout the summer and then
given an annual late summer cut with the other grassland areas i.e.
September, depending on the weather conditions.

Prescription G7: At the very least, either side of the path edges by the tennis
courts, (see approximate location TN9) should be left uncut during the
summer to allow the orchids to bloom and other flowers to set seed. Then
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they can be cut later in the summer/early autumn with the rest of the
grasslands. Again, it will be very important to take off the clippings so as not
to enrich the soil and encourage coarse grasses.

Prescription G8: The grassland to the east of the tennis courts (SNG/BW4)
should ideally also be left uncut during the summer and given a late summer
annual cut as described above. However, this may prove contentious and a
compromise would be to set the bar high and cut 3-4 times during the
summer or to leave the grass under the trees uncut, up to the circumference
of the crown so the trunks are not damaged and there is a reduction of soil
compaction. What is important is that after cutting the arisings are removed.

Prescription G9: The relatively speciose sward around the edge of the
tennis courts should be left to grow throughout the summer season and then
given an annual cut (as described above). This is already being done and
the floristic appeal is evident.

Prescription G10: At the northern end of the courts, by the hut, the heather
and other plants are being regularly strimmed and it would be preferable to
leave this and allow it to grow.

Prescription G11: The vegetation between the courts is varied and as
required (every 3-4 years) could do with a strim and removal of the arisings.

Prescription G12: The areas of sandy acidic grassland (SAG1 to SAG3) will
be retained and the mowing regimes as prescribed will also enhance their
features so long as the arisings are removed.

Prescription G13: The grassland either side of the ditch close to the
southern car park should have a long 1m buffer zone of uncut grass.
Currently it is being cut right up to the edge and thus depriving the
dragonflies and damselflies vegetation to rest up in and other invertebrates to
overwinter.

Prescription G14: It would be worth considering forming a dialogue with
Normandy Hill House to encourage a relaxation of mowing during the
summer down the edge of the driveway (this is under the assumption that it is
common land) and for it to be given a late summer annual cut. In order for it
to look managed a half metre width could be cut regularly to make it look
‘tidy’.

Prescription G15: Leave 5 small discrete piles of arisings in scrub/woodland
margins to provide refugia for reptiles and small mammals, but not on the thin
sandy soils, see Figure 2 for example of placement.
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7.3

Feature 3: Scrub

Objectives

Normandy Common will have a variety of scrub species and a mosaic of
scrub edge over the site including Bramble/Bracken underscrub in the
woodland, shrub thickets along widened paths and glade edges, as well as
scrub along grassland/woodland edges.

Targets
e Scrub will account for up to 10% of the site.

Management Rationale
The management required to meet the objectives and targets above is
outlined below. The location of the prescriptions is shown on Figure 2.

Scrub is an important component of the landscape, it is a successional
habitat providing a range of structure to woodlands and a buffer zone to
grasslands. Scrub can be a few isolated trees or a dense thicket. It provides
valuable shelter for small mammals, birds and reptiles, food and warmth for
invertebrates and creates a graduated gentle profile from woodland to
grassland, which looks more natural.

Prescription S1: Retain Bramble/Common Nettle scrub on the northern edge
of the orchard (SNG/BW1) at the current extent. As required, strim back the
edges and remove the resulting vegetation off the site.

Prescription S2: Along the southern and western edges of the playing fields,
the young trees and branches should periodically be cut back to produce a
scrubby edge just outside the perimeter fence.

Prescription S3: In addition to the grassland buffer zone that has been
recommended in G4 around the edge of the football field there should also be
a 2-3m zone of permanently uncut grass between the grassland buffer and
the woodland edge to create a developing woodland/scrub/grassland
interface.

Prescription S4: Whilst Bramble underscrub can provide benefits to a
woodland system, too much can be damaging to the diversity of the
woodland flora by surpressing growth. Intermittent strimming in the very
dense areas may be advantageous. One such area is on the ditch banks
north of the southern car park, where they are gradually overshadowing the
fern vegetation, including Black Spleenwort.

Prescription S5: Similarly the Bramble along the edge of RW5 (southern
section) should be gently cleared away from the edge of the ditch.
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7.4

Feature 4. Tall Ruderal Vegetation

Objectives

As part of the valuable mosaic of habitats present on Normandy Common
there will be a proportion given over to tall ruderal plants. This habitat type
will be present on the woodland, scrub and grassland edges.

Targets
e The tall ruderal vegetation will comprise up to 5% of the site.

Management Rationale
The management required to meet the objectives and targets above is
outlined below. The location of the prescriptions is shown on Figure 2.

Tall ruderal vegetation is generally seen as weedy open spaces, however
that is to miss their importance as a nectar source. They can range from a
homogenous stand of Common Nettle or comprise of a relatively species rich
patch of plants that provide food for a wide variety of invertebrates such as
butterflies and moths.

Prescription R1: The small patch of ruderal species by the hut in the playing
fields area should have the wooden panels and plastic sheeting removed.
The Bramble here should be carefully monitored so that it continues to
protect the orchids in this area rather than envelope them. Some careful
pruning may be required as necessary.

Prescription R2: The tall ruderal vegetation at the end of Normandy
Common Lane should be periodically strimmed and cut back to retain it as an
open habitat community.
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7.5

Feature 5: Water Feature

Objectives

Normandy Pond will not be shaded by more than 50% of the surface area so
that enough sunlight reaches the water surface to allow native vegetation to
flourish. No invasive species will be present within the pond. Invertebrates
such as dragonflies will be present in good numbers and this will indicate the
general wellbeing of the water body.

Specific areas of ditch will be managed so that they have dappled light and
are free from Bramble undergrowth. No invasive species will be present on
the ditch banks.

Targets

e Thin, clear and pollard trees around Normandy Pond by 50%.

e Ponds will have up to 30% open water.

e Ditch habitat will be retained.

e Targeted ditches by the southern car park will be free of Bramble and
invasive species.

Management rationale
The management required to meet the objectives and targets above is
outlined below. The location of the prescriptions is shown on Figure 2.

The relatively small footprint of water bodies compared to the amount of
wildlife and plant life that they hold make them a valuable addition to any site.
They can be a valuable link between people and wildlife, provide a focal point
for visitors and be used as an educational tool.

Research shows that pond species diversity peaks 3-5 years after
management and declines thereafter. It has been 27 years since any
significant management of the pond. Another dredging operation may be
necessary and should be considered in the next updated management plan.

Prescription P1: Pollard/cut back the shady section on the southern edge
and open out the northern edge to link in with the potential glade creation.
This will re-open and allow light into the water and rejuvenate additional
marginal and emergent vegetation. There is an advantage to leaving 2-3
branch stubs per tree. As this pond is close to a car park and is visited by
many dog walkers, care should be taken not to allow undue access to the
water, hence the option of pollarding rather than tree removal has been
suggested.

Prescription P2: There are some overhanging branches dipping into the
water in the small pond in the north east of the site, which should be left as
they will provide egg laying opportunities for aquatic wildlife.

Prescription D1: Recent management of the ditches has been sympathetic,
they have been carefully cleared out by clearing out one side only and one
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section at a time. Most of the surrounding vegetation had been left and ferns
were happily recolonising on the banks. When other ditches require de-
silting, this careful approach should be adopted again.

Other Ditch Prescriptions: The recommendations for specific ditch areas
have been dealt with in the scrub and grassland sections therefore see S4
and G13.
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7.6

Feature 6: Access

Objectives

The site will be a welcoming, safe and attractive place for local people to visit.
A network of informal paths will provide a route through a variety of habitats.
Parking facilities will be readily available and information will be provided
about the site and routes available, so visitors can get the most from their
visit as well as an understanding of the history of the site.

Targets

e There will be increased opportunities for the public to visit and walk
around the woodland.

Provide interpretation material on the history of the site.

Engage with visitors and locals to achieve sense of ownership.

Overall management of the site will improve the visitor experience.
Understand who uses the site and why.

Management rationale
The management required to meet the objectives and targets above is
outlined below. The location of the prescriptions is shown on Figure 2.

The mosaic of habitats, history and proximity to the village gives the site
potential for local schools and scouts to use it as an educational resource.

There will be a balance in the grassland areas between it being used for
recreational purposes whilst also enhancing the sward composition by a
programme of varied heights and mowing regimes.

Thinning and glade clearance in the woodland will add interest for walkers.
Positive conservation management will show that the site is being cared for.
The woodland areas will continue to be accessible for the use of the public
via a network of informal paths that are well maintained which will lead to an
increase biodiversity.

The ponds and ditches across the site are considered significant features and
will be enhanced for public leisure whilst also benefiting biodiversity.

The local community and other interested parties should be able to help self-
police the site and encourage people to be more sensitive towards the site.
An annual clearance or more frequently, may be required. This could be part
of the national campaign such as ‘Make a difference day’.

Prescriptions: These are dealt with throughout the management plan and
are not repeated here.
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7.7

Feature 7: Monitoring

Objective

Monitoring the site will help establish changes over time, will be a valuable
record, help measure project success and provide a guide to the on-going
management programme.

Targets

e Regularly review work programme.

e Gather regular information on biodiversity of the site to guide on-going
management.

e Produce before and after management photographs.

Prescription M1: The work programme should be reviewed annually.

Prescription M2: The management plan should be reviewed in its entirely in
2018. This will include review of:

e The management operations undertaken during the current
management plan.

e Whether the objectives and targets have been met.

e Budgetary constraints, including availability of grants funds.

¢ Any finding/recommendations from ecological surveys available since
the current management plan was written.

Prescription M3-M11: It is recommended that where funds are sufficient
there should be a rolling programme of surveys as suggested in 5.0. The
recommendations from these surveys should then be incorporated into the
management plan.

Prescription M12: Monitoring of the woodland should take the form of a
repeat Phase 1 SNCI style survey in 5 and 10 years’ time. This should be
undertaken at optimal times of the year i.e. May. It will be useful to measure
the following aspects:

The % of open space

The % of canopy cover

The % of shrub cover

The % of field layer

The presence and abundance of invasive non-native species
The abundance of standing and fallen dead wood

Review of before and after management photographs.

Prescription M13: Use simple or detailed monitoring/surveys to ascertain if
the current management is increasing the herb to grass ratio.
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7.8

Issue 8: Non-native, Invasive species

Objective

Normandy Common Management Team should prevent the introduction of
non-native, invasive species, create monitoring systems to detect new plants
and quickly remove them. Control and remove those already present.

Target
e Normandy Common will be to have no non-native, invasive species
present on the site.

Management Rationale

Invasive species threaten our native wildlife. The gene flow from domestic
plants to their wild relatives can lead to a ‘homogenisation’ of the gene pool,
stifling local adaption, which is a serious concern when the aim is to conserve
the genetic diversity of the native species on the site. Once they are
established they are often quick to spread and often prove difficult to
eradicate fully. It is an offence to allow to spread in the wild those on the
Schedule 9 list in the Wildlife and Countryside Act.

For ease the prescription numbers in this section follow the original TN
numbering, see Figure 1.

Rhododendron & Cherry Laurel — cut and treat the stumps with herbicide.
TN1, TN2, TN5, TN6, TN10, TN11, TN15, TN16 & TN19

Montbretia — Dig up including the corms, August is a good time when the
flowers are out. They can be replanted in gardens.
TN2, TN3, TN7, TN12, TN14, TN15 & TN21

Variegated Yellow Archangel — Pull when soil is moist, remember that the
smallest stolen fragment with a pair of leaved can regrow.
TN2, TNG6, TN17, TN18 & TN21

Virginia-creeper — Cut back and treat base with herbicide. Use gloves as
sap in an irritant.
TN21

Crassula — This is almost impossible to get rid of, but attempts should be
made to remove as much as possible by hand pulling.
TN22

Butterfly-bush — Cut back and treat stumps.
TN16

Other non-natives — Remove by hand.
TN4, TN9, TN13, TN17 & TN20
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7.9

Legal Considerations

All wild birds are protected from damage or destruction of their nest whilst in
use or construction. All tree and scrub clearance should avoid the bird
nesting season which is between the beginning of March and the end of
August.

Any thinning or felling operations greater than 5m?will require a felling licence
from the Forestry Commission.

All species of British bats are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside
Act (1981 as amended) and under Regulation 38 (Schedule 2) of the
Conservation of Habitats & Species Regulations 2010. It should not be
necessary to fell any mature trees as part of the work advised in this plan.
However should it be necessary to fell any trees older than 100 years, or with
obvious cavities, or with a girth greater than 1m at chest height, these should
be surveyed for bats by a licenced bat worker before any work takes place.

The recommended thinning operations could potentially have an impact on
bat roosts. A bat survey is to be undertaken on the site in the summer of
2014. It is recommended that no thinning of trees takes place until advice
has been received from a bat expert.

Great Crested Newts are protected under schedule 5 of the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 as amended and Conservation of Habitats & Species
Regulations 2010. No newts have been recorded within 1km of the site and
therefore the likelihood of it supporting a population of Great Crested Newts
is low. However, it would be good practice to carry out any management
work on the pond during the winter months when the effects on pond life are
minimised. An assessment of the likelihood of the ponds to support Great
Crested Newts should be undertaken prior to any major work on the site.

All native British reptiles are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act
(1981) from Kkilling and injury. If as reptile survey is undertaken any
recommendations should be undertaken when undertaking management on
the site.
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8.0 5 Year Work Programme

All the prescriptions detailed in the plan are summarised in the table below. It
is understood that the amount of work that Normandy Parish Council can
undertake on this site each year will depend on funding which may vary from
year to year and is currently unknown. Therefore the year suggested to
undertake the work, which has aimed to spread the work out evenly over the
5 years, is given only as a guide. The priority given for each action can be
used to prioritise work depending on funding available.

Table 3 Full Prescription list with priorities
Prescription list Year with priorit
2 2 2 2 2
0 0 0 0 0
1 1 1 1 1
1 High priority 3 Low priority 4 |5 |6 |7 |8
Woodland Feature
W1:Maintain BW11 glade VI IV IV I Vv |V
W3:Create wide glade at intersections of paths v
W5:Glade creation in MW13 v
W6:Consider thinning out Western Hemlock 4
W?7:Coppice Hazel v

W10:Map/manage ancient & future ancient trees
W11:0pen up oak near Pirbright Road v
W12:Consider removing up to half oaks in SNG/BW4 v
Grassland Feature

| |

EAES

EAES

EAES
EAES

EAEd
GiiSumbeweencowts | | | [/

G14:Consider enlisting the help of Normandy Hill House

G15:Leave 5 small grass piles on woodland edge v v
Scrub

S1:Retain scrub in orchard, strim when necessary VIV IV I Vv |V
S2:Peridoically cut back trees on edge of playing fields v v
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Prescription list Year with priorit
2 2 2 2 2
0 0 0 0 0
1 /1 |1 |1 |1
1 High priority 3 Low priority 4 |5 |6 |7 |8
v
v
Tall Ruderal Vegetation
R1:Monitor orchids, hand prune if necessary vV IV IV I V|V
R2:Periodically strim back ruderals at end of Normandy Common Lane v
Water Feature
P1:Pollard/cut back trees around pond v v
P2:Leave overhanging trees vV VIV I v IV
D1:Carefully clear back ditch when necessary
Monitoring Feature
M1: Annually review work programme vV VIV I v IV
M2: Review entire management plan in 2018 v
M3:Reptile survey v
M4:Amphibians survey v
M5:Bat survey v
M6:Breeding bird survey v
M7:Monitor for Badgers VIV I Vv I Vv |V
M8:Annually check dormouse boxes. Search for nuts VIV IV I Vv |V
M9:SWT to assess for Water Voles v
M10:Consider small mammals when working vV IV IV I V|V
M11:Invertebrate surveys (aquatic/terrestrial) v
M12:Monitor woodland VIV I Vv I Vv |V
M13:Monitor grassland VIV IV I Vv |V
Non-native, invasive species issue
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9.0 Species List

* = Grassland Indicators (see 3.4)
** = Ancient Woodland Indicators (see 4.2.11)

Scientific Name Common Name First Last
Recorded | Recorded
Acer campestre Field Maple** 2012-13 2012-13
Acer platanoides Norway Maple 2013 2013
Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore 2014 2014
Achillea millefolium Yarrow 1995 2014
Achillea ptarmica Sneezewort* 2012 2014
Acorus calamus Sweet Scented Rush 2012-13 2012-13
Aegopodium podagraria Ground-elder 1995 2014
Aesculus hippocastanum Horse-chestnut 1995 1995
Aethusa cynapium Fools Parsley 2012-13 2012-13
Agrimonia eupatoria Agrimony 2012-13 2014
Agrostis canina Velvet Bent 2013 2013
Agrostis canina Brown Bent 1994 1994
Agrostis capillaris Common Bent 2013 2014
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent 2013 2014
Aira praecox Early Hair-grass* 2014 2014
Ajuga reptans Bugle 2007 2014
Alisma plantago-aquatica Water-Plantain* 1987 1990
Alliaria petiolata Garlic Mustard 1994 2014
Allium triquetrum Three-cornered Garlic 1995 1995
Allium ursinum Ramsons 2012-13 2012-13
Alnus glutinosa Alder 2005 2014
Alopecurus pratensis Meadow Foxtail 1994 1994
Amelanchier lamarckii Juneberry 1994 2013
Angelica sylvestris Wild Angelica* 1987 2014
Anisantha sterilis Barren Brome 2014 2014
Anthoxanthum odoratum Sweet Vernal-grass* 1995 2014
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley 1995 2014
Aphanes australis Slender Parsley-piert* 2012-2013 | 2014
Apium nodiflorum Fool's-water-cress 1987 2014
Aquilegia vulgaris Columbine 2012-13 2012-13
Arabidopsis thaliana Thale Cress 2012-13 2012-13
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock 2012-13 2014
Arenaria serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved Sandwort 2012-13 2014
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-Grass 1995 2014
Arum maculatum Lords-and-Ladies 1995 2014
Asplenium adiantum-nigrum Black Spleenwort 2014 2014
Athyrium filix-femina Lady-fern 1995 2014
Bellis perennis Daisy 1995 2014
Betula pendula Silver Birch 1987 2014
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Scientific Name Common Name First Last
Recorded | Recorded

Betula pubescens Downy Birch 1994 2014
Blechnum spicant Hard-fern** 1994 2014
Brachypodium sylvaticum False-brome 2013 2014
Briza maxima Great Quaking Grass 2014 2014
Bromus hordeaceus ssp Soft Brome 2012-13 2014
hordeaceus

Bryonia dioica White Bryony 2012-13 2014
Buddleja davidii Butterfly-bush 2014 2014
Callitriche sp a Water-Starwort 1987 2014
Callitriche stagnalis Common Water-Starwort 1990 2014
Calluna vulgaris Heather* 1995 2014
Caltha palustris Marsh-marigold* 1990 2014
Calystegia sepium Hedge Bindweed 1994 2014
Campanula rotundifolia Harebell* 2012-13 2012-13
Cardamine flexuosa Wavy Bitter-cress 1987 2014
Cardamine hirsuta Hairy Bitter-cress 2012-13 2012-13
Cardamine pratensis Cuckooflower 1995 2014
Carex flacca Glaucous Sedge 1995 1995
Carex hirsute Hairy Sedge 2014 2014
Carex otrubae False Fox Sedge 2014 2014
Carex ovalis Oval Sedge* 2012-13 2012-13
Carex pendula Pendulous Sedge** 2013 2014
Carex remota Remote Sedge** 1995 2014
Carex sylvatica Wood Sedge** 2012-13 2014
Carpinus betulus Hornbeam** 1995 2013
Castanea sativa Sweet Chestnut 1987 2014
Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed 2013 2014
Centaurea cyanus (planted) Cornflower 2014 2014
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear 1995 2014
Cerastium glomeratum Sticky Mouse-ear 1995 2014
Chaerophyllum temulum Rough Chervil 1995 1995
Chamaecyparis lawsoniana Lawson’s Cypress 2007 2014
Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Willowherb 1994 2014
Circaea lutetiana Enchanter’s-nightshade 1994 2014
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle 1995 2014
Cirsium palustre Marsh Thistle 1995 2014
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle 1995 2014
Conopodium majus Pignut* 1995 2012-13
Convallaria majalis Lily of the Valley 2007 2007
Convolvulus arvensis Field Bindweed 1994 2014
Conza canadensis Canadian Fleabane 2012-13 2014
Cornus sericea Red-osier Dogwood 1995 1995
Corylus avellana Hazel 1987 2014
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Scientific Name Common Name First Last
Recorded | Recorded

Cotoneaster sp. a cotoneaster 1994 2014
Cotoneaster simonsii Himalayan Cotoneaster 1995 1995
Crassula helmsii New Zealand Pigmyweed 1994 2014
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn 1987 2014
Crepis capillaris Smooth Hawk’s-beard 2012-13 2014
Crocosmia x crocosmiiflora Montbretia (C. aurea x pottsii) 1995 2014
Cynosurus cristatus Crested Dog’s-tail 2014 2014
Cyperus longus Galingale 1994 1994
Cytisus scoparius Broom 1995 2014
Dactylis glomerata Cock’s-foot 1995 2014
Dactylorhiza fuchsii Common Spotted-orchid 2014 2014
Daucus carota ssp carota Wild Carrot 2012-13 2012-13
Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair-grass 1994 2014
Deschampsia flexuosa Wavy Hair-grass 1994 2014
Digitalis purpurea Foxglove 1994 2014
Dipsacus fullonum Wild Teasel 2012-13 2014
Drosera intermedia Oblong-leaved Sundew 1995 1995
Drosera rotundifolia Round-leaved Sundew 1987 1995
Dryopteris carthusiana Narrow Buckler-Fern** 1995 2007
Dryopteris dilatata Broad Buckler-fern 1994 2014
Dryopteris filix-mas Male-fern 1994 2014
Elymus repens Common Couch 2012-13 2012-13
Elodea Canadensis Canadian Waterweed 2014 2014
Epilobium ciliatum American Willowherb 1995 2013
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb 1995 2014
Epilobium montanum Broad-leaved Willowherb 1995 2014
Epilobium obscurum Short-fruited Willowherb 2013 2013
Epilobium palustre Marsh Willowherb* 1987 1994
Epilobium parviflorum Hoary Willowherb 1994 1995
Epilobium tetragonum Square-stalked Willowherb* 1995 2014
Epipactis helleborine Broad-Leaved Helleborine** 1994 2014
Equisetum arvense Field Horsetail 1995 2014
Erica tetralix Cross-leaved Heath 1987 1995
Euonymus europaeus Spindle 1995 2012-13
Euphorbia peplus Pette Spurge 2014 2014
Fagus sylvatica Beech 1995 2014
Festuca arundinacea Tall Fescue 2014 2014
Festuca gigantea Giant Fescue** 1994 1994
Festuca ovina Sheep’s Fescue 2014 2014
Festuca rubra agg. Red Fescue 1994 2014
Ficaria verna Lesser Celandine 1995 1995
Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet* 2013 2014
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Scientific Name Common Name First Last
Recorded | Recorded
Fragaria vesca Wild Strawberry* 2012-13 2014
Frangula alnus Alder Buckthorn** 1987 2014
Fraxinus excelsior Ash 1995 2014
Fuchsia ‘Riccartonii’ 1995 1995
Galanthus nivalis Snowdrop 2012-13 2012-13
Galega officinalis Goat's-rue 1995 1995
Galeopsis tetrahit Common Hemp-nettle 2012-13 2012-13
Galium album Hedge Bedstraw 2014 2014
Galium aparine Cleavers 1995 2014
Galium palustre Common Marsh-bedstraw 1987 2014
Galium saxatile Heath Bedstraw* 1994 2014
Geranium dissectum Cut-leaved Crane’s-bill 1995 2014
Geranium molle Dove’s-foot Crane’s-bill 2014 2014
Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert 1987 2014
Geranium x oxonianum Druce’s Crane’s-bill 2001 2014
Geum urbanum Wood Avens 1987 2014
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy 1994 2014
Glyceria fluitans Floating Sweet-grass 1987 2014
Glyceria maxima Reed Sweet-grass 1987 2014
Hebe sp a hebe 2014 2014
Hedera helix Common Ivy 1987 2014
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed 1994 2014
Hippuris vulgaris Mares Talil 2012-13 2012-13
Hieracium sp. a Hawkweed 2007 2012-13
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog 1994 2014
Holcus mollus Creeping Soft-grass** 2007 2014
Hordeum murinum Wall Barley 2014 2014
Humulus lupulus Hop 1995 2014
Hyacinthoides non-scripta Bluebell** 1995 2014
Hyacinthoides x massartiana Hybrid Bluebell (H. non-scripta x | 1976 2014
hispanica)

Hydrocotyle vulgaris Marsh Pennywort 1990 2007
Hypericum androsaemum Tutsan 2013 2013
Hypericum calycinum Rose-of-Sharon 2014 2014
Hypericum elodes Marsh St John’s-wort 1965 2007
Hypericum humifusum Trailing St John’s-wort 2012-13 2012-13
Hypericum perforatum Perforate St John’s-wort 2014 2014
Hypochaeris radicata Cat's-ear 1995 2014
llex aquifolium Holly** 1994 2014
Iris pseudacorus Yellow lIris 1987 2014
Juncus acutiflorus Sharp-flowered Rush* 1987 2014
Juncus articulatus Jointed Rush* 2013 2014
Juncus bufonius agg. Toad Rush agg. 1990 2014
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Scientific Name Common Name First Last
Recorded | Recorded
Juncus bulbosus Bulbous Rush 1987 2014
Juncus conglomeratus Compact Rush* 1994 2014
Juncus effusus Soft-rush 1987 2014
Juncus inflexus Hard Rush 2013 2014
Juncus squarrosus Heath Rush* 1987 1987
Juncus tenuis Slender Rush 2014 2014
Lactuca serriola Prickly Lettuce 2012-13 2012-13
Lamiastrum galeobdolon subsp. Garden Yellow-archangel 1994 2014
Argentatum
Lamium album White Dead-nettle 1995 2014
Lamium purpureum Red Dead-nettle 2012-13 2012-13
Lapsana communis Nipplewort 1994 2014
Lathyrus nissolia Grass Vetchling 2014 2014
Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling* 1995 2014
Lemna minor Common Duckweed 2014 2014
Leucanthemum vulgare Oxeye Daisy* 2012-13 2014
Ligustrum ovalifolium Garden Privet 1995 1995
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass 1994 2014
Lonicera periclymenum Honeysuckle 1987 2014
Lotus corniculatus Common Bird’s-foot-trefoil* 2012-13 2014
Lotus pedunculatus Greater Bird's-foot-trefoil* 1995 2014
Luzula campestris Field Wood-rush 1995 2014
Luzula multiflora Heath Wood-rush* 1995 2014
Luzula sp. a wood-rush 2007 2007
Lychnis flos-cuculi Ragged Robin 2014 2014
Lycopus europaeus Gipsywort 1990 2014
Lysimachia punctata Dotted Loosestrife 1995 2014
Lysimachia vulgaris Yellow loosestrife 2014 2014
Lythrum salicaria Purple-loosestrife 2014 2014
Mahonia aquifolium Oregon-grape 2014 2014
Malus sylvestris Crab Apple 2012-13 2012-13
Malus sp. an apple 2014 2014
Malva moschata Musk-mallow 2014 2014
Mentha aquatica Water Mint 1994 2014
Molinia caerulea Purple Moor-grass 1987 2014
Moehringia trinervia Three-nerved Sandwort** 2007 2007
Myosotis arvensis Field Forget-Me-Not 1994 2014
Myosotis discolor Changing Forget-me-not* 2012-13 2014
Myosotis scorpioides Water Forget-Me-Not 1987 1987
Myosotis sylvatica Wood Forget-me-not 1995 2014
Narcissus agg. Cultivated Daffodil 1995 2014
Nuphar lutea Yellow Water-lily 2012-13 2014
Nymphaea alba White Water-Lily 1990 2014
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Scientific Name Common Name First Last
Recorded | Recorded
Oenanthe crocata Hemlock Water-dropwort 1994 2014
Oenothera glazioviana Large-flowered Evening-primrose 1995 1995
Oenothera sp. an evening-primrose 2014 2014
Ophrys apifera Bee Orchid* 2011 2014
Ornithogalum umbellatum subsp. Star-of-Bethlehem 1995 1995
campestre
Ornithopus perpusillus Bird's-foot* 2012-13 2014
Oxalis acetosella Wood-sorrel** 1987 2014
Oxalis corniculata Procumbent Yellow-sorrel 2012-13 2012-13
Oxalis exilis Least Yellow-sorrel 2012-13 2012-13
Parthenicissus quinquefoilia Virginia-creeper 2014 2014
Pentaglottis sempervirens Green Alkanet 1995 2014
Persicaria hydropiper Water-Pepper 1994 1994
Phalaris arundinacea Reed Canary-grass 1994 1995
Phyllitis scolopendrium Hart's-tongue 2014 2014
Picris echioides Bristly Oxtongue 2014 2014
Pillosella aurantiaca Fox-and-cubs 2014 2014
Pilosella officinarum Mouse-ear-hawkweed 1995 2014
Pinus sylvestris Scots Pine 1987 2014
Pinus radiata Monteray Pine 2014 2014
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain 1995 2014
Plantago major Greater Plantain 1994 2014
Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass 1995 2014
Poa nemoralis Wood Meadow-grass** 1994 1995
Poa pratensis Smooth Meadow-grass* 1995 2014
Poa trivialis Rough Meadow-Grass 1994 2014
Polygonum ariculare Knotgrass 2014 2014
Polygonum maculosa Redshank 1994 2014
Populus x canescens Grey Poplar 2014 2014
Populus tremula Aspen** 1994 2007
Potamogeton natans Broad-Leaved Pondweed 1987 2014
Potamogeton polygonifolius Bog Pondweed 1994 1994
Potentilla erecta Tormentil* 1987 2014
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil 2014 2014
Potentilla sterilis Barren Strawberry 2014 2014
Primula veris Cowslip* 2012-13 2012-13
Primula vulgaris Primrose*/** 1995 2012-13
Prunella vulgaris Selfheal 1994 2014
Prunus laurocerasus Cherry Laurel 1994 2014
Prunus serotina Rum Cherry 1995 2014
Prunus sp. a plum 2014 2014
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn (Sloe) 2012-13 2014
Pteridium aquilinum Bracken 1987 2014
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Scientific Name Common Name First Last
Recorded | Recorded
Pulicaria dysenterica Common Fleabane 2012-13 2014
Pyrus sp. a pear 2014 2014
Quercus petraea Sessile Oak** 1994 1994
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak 1987 2014
Quercus rubra Red Oak 2014 2014
Ranunculus acris Meadow Buttercup 1987 2013
Ranunculus aquatilis Water Crowfoot 1987 1987
Ranunculus bulbosus Bulbous Buttercup* 2012-13 2012-13
Ranunculus ficaria Lesser Celendine 2012-13 2012-13
Ranunculus flammula Lesser Spearwort 1990 2014
Ranunculus omiophyllus Round-leaved Crowfoot 1995 1999
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup 1994 2014
Rhododendron ponticum Rhododendron 1994 2014
Ribes nigrum Black Currant** 1995 2014
Ribes rubrum Red Currant** 1994 1995
Ribes sanguineum Flowering Currant 1994 2012-13
Roas arvensis Field Rose** 2007 2014
Rosa canina Dog-rose 2012-13 2014
Rubus armipotens 1994 1994
Rubus caesius Dewberry 1994 1994
Rubus cissburiensis 1994 1994
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble 1987 2014
Rubus idaeus Raspberry 1987 2014
Rubus mollissimus 2001 2001
Rubus nemorosus 1994 1994
Rubus phaeocarpus 2001 2001
Rubus plicatus 1995 1995
Rubus scissus 2001 2001
Rumex acetosa Common Sorrel* 1995 2014
Rumex acetosella Sheep’s Sorrel* 1995 2014
Rumex conglomeratus Clustered Dock 1994
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock 1994 2014
Rumex sanguineus Wood Dock 2013 2014
Sagina procumbens Procumbent Pearlwort 2012-13 2012-13
Salix alba White Willow 1994 2014
Salix caprea Goat Willow 1995 2014
Salix cinerea Grey Willow 1987 2014
Salix cinerea subsp. Oleifolia Rusty Willow 1995 1995
Salix cinerea x aurita = S. x Willow 1994 1994
multinervis
Salix eriocephala Heart-leaved Willow 1995 1995
Salix fragilis Crack Willow 1994 2014
Salix repens Creeping Willow 1995 1995
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Scientific Name Common Name First Last
Recorded | Recorded
Salix x fragilis ‘fragilis’ Crack-willow 1995 1995
Salix x fragilis ‘russelliana’ 1995 1995
Sambucus nigra Elder 1994 2014
Sasa sp. a bamboo 2014 2014
Schedonorus arundinaceus Tall Fescue 2013 2013
Scrophularia auriculata Water Figwort 2013 2014
Scrophularia nodosa Common Figwort 2012-13 2014
Scutellaria galericulata Skullcap* 1995 1995
Scutellaria minor Lesser Skullcap** 1995 1995
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort 1995 2014
Senecio vulgaris Groundsel 2012-13 2014
Silene dioica Red Campion 1995 2014
Silene latifolia White Campion 2012-13 2014
Solanum dulcamara Bittersweet 1987 2014
Solanum nigrum Black Nightshade 2012-13 2014
Sonchus aspar Prickly Sow-thistle 1995 2014
Sonchus oleraceus Smooth Sow-thistle 2014 2014
Sorbus aucuparia Rowan 1987 2014
Sparganium emersum Unbranched Bur-Reed 1990 1990
Sparganium erectum Branched Bur-reed 1987 1995
Stachys officinalis Betony* 2012-13 2014
Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort 1994 2014
Stellaria alsine Bog Stitchwort* 1995 1995
Stellaria graminea Lesser Stitchwort 1995 2014
Stellaria holostea Greater Stitchwort 1987 2014
Stellaria media Common Chickweed 1994 2014
Stranvaesia davidiana Stranvaesia 1995 1995
Succisa pratensis Devil’s-bit Scabious* 2012-13 2012-13
Symphytum officinale Common Comfrey 2014 2014
Tamus communis Black Bryony** 2007 2013
Tanacetum vulgare Tansy 2012-13 2012-13
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion 1995 2014
Taxus baccata Yew 1995 2014
Teucrium scorodonia Wood Sage 2012-13 2012-13
Tilia x europaea Common Lime 2014 2014
Torilis japonica Upright Hedge-parsley 2014 2014
Trifolium dubium Lesser Trefoil 1995 2014
Trifolium pratense Red Clover 1994 2014
Trifolium repens White Clover 1994 2014
Triticum aestivum Bread Wheat 2014 2014
Tsuga heterophylla Western Hemlock-spruce 2013 2014
Tussilago farfara Colt's-foot 2014 2014
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Scientific Name Common Name First Last
Recorded | Recorded
Typha angustifolia Lesser Bulrush 1987 2012-13
Typha latifolia Bulrush 1995 2014
Ulex europaeus Gorse 1987 2014
Ulex minor Dwarf Gorse 1987 1994
Ulmus procera English EIm 1994 2007
Urtica dioica Common Nettle 1994 2014
Verbascum thapsus Greater Mullein* 2012-13 2014
Veronica arvensis Wall Speedwell 2012-13 2014
Veronica beccabunga Brooklime 1995 1995
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell 1994 2014
Veronica filiformis Slender Speedwell 1995 1995
Veronica officinalis Heath Speedwell* 2012-13 2012-13
Veronica serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved Speedwell 1995 2014
Viburnum opulus Guelder-rose 1995 1995
Vicia cracca Tufted Vetch 1994 2014
Vicia hirsuta Hairy Tare* 2012-13 2012-13
Vicia sativa Common Vetch 2012-13 2014
Vicia sativa subsp. nigra Narrow-leaved Vetch 1995 1995
Vicia sativa subsp. segetalis Common Vetch 1995 1995
Viola sp. a violet 1987 2014
Viola riviniana Common Dog Violet 2012-13 2012-13
Vulpia bromoides Squirrel-tail Fescue 2012-13 2014
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Appendix 1. Data Search Results

See separate document
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Appendix 2: Normandy Pond SNCI Survey 1994
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Site Name : Normandy Pond
Grid Ref : SU 928 517
Area : 6.4ha

Recorder No. : 2032
Borough : Guildford
Parish : Normandy

Date of Survey : 21/7/94
Surveyed By : Giles Groome

Site Description

The site, forming the eastern section of Normandy Common and
owned by the Normandy Parish Council, is situated at the junction
of the A323 and Hunts Hill Road. Lying over the Bagshot Beds,
soils are composed of stagnogleyic-podzols and typical argillic
gleys.

The site is largely composed of secondary Oak and Birch woodland
with an understorey of developing Holly. A number of neutral-
acidic grassland and underscrub communities are present along
open pathsides and minor forest glades adding to the overall
habitat and structural diversity of the site. Normandy Pond
itself is a shallow mesotrophic pond, restored in 1987,
supporting open water and marginal vegetation communities.

The site, with approximately 130 species of vascular plant
recorded, represents a locally important wildlife site well used
by local residents.

Site Notes

(1) Area of Bramble (Rubus fruticosus) and Yorkshire Fog (Holcus
lanatus) dominated underscrub with scattered canopy trees, mostly

Common Oak (Quercus robur) and Silver Birch (Betula pendula).
Occasional shrubs are also present, including Holly (Ilex
aquifolium), Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna) and Hazel (Corylus
avellana).

(2) Typical example of a lowland secondary Oak and Birch
woodland over moderately acidic soils. Common Oak and Silver
Birch dominate the canopy with sparse Scots pine (Pinusg
sylvestris) and Rowan (Sorbus aucuparia). The developing
understorey is dominated by Holly, with occasional Hazel and
young Rowan; Common Sallow (Salix cinerea) is frequent in (but
generally confined to) stands to the south-east.

Bramble and Honeysuckle (Lonicera periclymenum) dominate the
field layer with scattered Wood Sorrel (Oxalis acetosella),
Yorkshire Fog, Common Bent (Agrostis capillaris) and Common

Buckler Fern (Dryopteris dilatata).

A number of narrow ditches cross through the area (mostly dry
except toward the east). Moist banks supports Marsh Bedstraw

(Galium palustre), Creeping Buttercup (Ranunculus repens), Wood
Sorrel and Common Buckler Fern.

In more acidic woodland stands (notably toward the east and
around the northern edges of the pond) Gorse (Ulex europaeus) is
common beneath the young Oak and Birch canopy, with scattered



Wavy Hair-grass (Deschampsia flexuosa), Common Bent and Heath
Bedstraw (Galium saxatile). These stands represent the change

from the W10 community (the dominant type across the site) to
W16,

A recently cut open woodland glade, situated to the north-west of
the pond, supports Soft Rush (Juncus effusus), Purple Moor-grass
(Molinia caerulae) and Bramble, with seedling Birch,

(3) Shallow pond with very small central island. Only briefly
surveyed (due to existing records). Scattered trees surround the
pond with a narrow belt of marginal vegetation, including Soft
Rush, Great Water Grass (Glyceria maxima), Yellow Flag (Ixis

pseudggorus) and Great Reedmace (Typha latlﬁglla) White Water-
lily (Nymphaea alba) is present (but scarce) in the centre of the

pond.

A number of species of Odonata were seen during the brief survey
period, but no recording was undertaken.

(4) House and gardens in the centre of the site, not surveyed.

Management

The site, forming the eastern section of Normandy Common, is
owned by Normandy Parish Council who maintain the site as a
public open space. Included in this management appears to be the
maintenance of open pathways, the clearing of drainage ditches
and the recent congtruction of a foot bridge close to the pond.

The pond is at least 100 years old and may date back many
centuries. It was restored in 1987 (following 70 years of
virtual neglect). A small dipping platform is present on the
southern bank.

To the north-west of the pond a recently created glade is present
(evidently cut for nature conservation purposes following advice
from Surrey Wildlife Trust in 1987).

One or two bird boxes have been introduced to the eastern
woodland area.

Comments

The site forms the eastern half of what remains of Normandy
Common; a former open heathland with scattered copses associated
with the northern Wyke and Cleygate Commons.

The vegetation communities of the site can be defined using the
National Vegetation Classification. The dominant community-types
are outlined below :

W10 (Quercus robur-~P unm a sus
woodland) - the domlnant Vegetatlon type across the site;
W16 (Quercus Spp.-Betula Spp.-Deschampsia flexuosa woodland) -

present toward the east of the site; and

W24 (Rubus_ fruticosus-Holcus lanatus underscrub) - notable in

the south west.



A more comprehensive NVC survey would include acid and
mesotrophic grassland communities, along with developing Ulex
scrub and Mo llgla nire vegetation-types:; although here they have
been included within the broader woodland classifications.

Open water and marginal vegetation communities have not been
classified.

The site has been surveyed in the past and management options
proposed (see appended notes). Particular attention has been
paid to Normandy Pond itself with Dave Webb (of the NRA)
conducting a vegetation survey in 1990 and Ann Spooner recording
pond fauna (also 1990).

Nature Conservation Interest

The site is composed of broad-leaved semi-natural woodland,
a01dlc—mesophytlc scrub and a pond with associated open water and
marginal vegetation communities.

Around 130 species of vascular plant have been recorded for the
site reflecting the diversity of habitat and communlty-types
present. The site represents a locally important wildlife site
of clear value to local people.



RECORDER Surrey Wildlife Trust
Species list for Normandy Pond

Recorder site number 2032

Scientific name............

Aegopodium podagraria
Aesculus hippocastanum

Agrostis canipa ssp. canina

Agrostis capillaris
Agrostis stolonifera
Alliaria petiolata
Alopecurus pratensis
Amelanchier confusa
Angelica sylvestris
Anthoxanthum odoratum
Anthriscus sylvestris
Arrhenatherum elatius
Bellis perennis
Betula pendula

Betula pubescens
Blechnum spicant
Calystegia sepium agg.
Cardamine flexuosa
Castanea sativa
Circaea lutetiana
Cirsium palustre
Cirsium vulgare
Convolvulus arvensis
Corylus avellana
Cotoneaster sp.
Crataegus monogyna
Dactylis glomerata
Deschampsia cespitosa
Deschampsia flexuosa
Digitalis purpurea
Dryopteris dilatata

Dryopteris filix-mas agg.

Epilobium angustifolium
Epilobium hirsutum
Epilobjum montanum
Epilobium palustre
Epilobium parviflorum
Epipactis helleborine
Equisetum arvense
Fagus sylvatica
Festuca gigantea
Festuca rubra sens.str.
Frangula alnus
Fraxinus excelsior
Galium aparine

Galium palustre agg.
Galium saxatile
Geranium robertianum
Geum urbanum

Glechoma hederacea
Glyceria fluitans
Glyceria maxima
Hedera helix

Survey date 21 JUL 1994
COmMMON NAME. s ev e eeeeenaaovsnns

Ground Elder

Horse Chestnut

Velvet Bent

Common Bent

Creeping Bent

Garlic Mustard

Meadow Foxtail

June Berry

Wild Angelica

Sweet Vernal Grass

Cow Parsley

False Oat-grass

Daisy

Silver Birch

Downy Birch

Hard Fern

Great Bindweed [agg.]
Wavy Bitter-cress

Sweet Chestnut

Common Enchanter’s Nightshade
Marsh Thistle

Spear Thistle

Field Bindweed
Hazel

Cotoneaster sp.
Hawthorn

Cocksfoot

Tufted Hair-grass
Wavy Hair-grass
Foxgilove = . .= = _ .
Common BuckTer-fern
Male Fern

Rosebay Willow-herb
Great Willow-herb
Broad-leaved Willow-herb
Marsh Willow-herb
Small-flowered Willow-herb
Broad-leaved Helleborine
Common Horsetail
Beech

Giant Fescue

Red Fescue

Alder Buckthorn

Ash

Goosegrass

Marsh Bedstraw

Heath Bedstraw

Herb Robert

Herb Bennet

Ground Ivy
Flote-grass

Great Water Grass

Ivy

Abundance.
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RECORDER Surrey Wildlife Trust
Species list for Normandy Pond
Recorder site number 2032 Survey date 21 JUL 18994

Scientific name............. COMMON NAME. .. .cveveroosvnsnnn Abundance.
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed R
Holcus Tlanatus Yorkshire Fog LA
Holcus moltlis Creeping Soft-grass R
Hydrocotyle vulgaris Marsh Pennywort R
Ilex aquifolium Holly A
Iris pseudacorus Yellow Flag R
Juncus acutiflorus Sharp-flowered Rush R
Juncus conglomeratus Compact Rush R
Juncus effusus Soft Rush LF
Lapsana communis Nipplewort 0
Lolium perenne Common Rye-grass LF
Lonicera periclymenum Honeysuck le A
Lotus uliginosus Large Birdsfoot Trefoil R
Lycopus europaeus Gipsy-wort R
Mentha aguatica Water Mint R
Molinia caerulea Purple Moor-grass LF
Myosotis arvensis Common Forget-me-not R
Nymphaea alba White Water-1ily R
Oenanthe crocata Hemlock Water Dropwort LF
Oxalis acetosella Wood Sorrel LF

Phalaris arundinacea

Pinus sylvestris

Plantago major

Poa annua

Poa nemoralis

Poa trivialis

Po]y?onum hydropiper
Populus tremula
Potamogeton natans
Potamogeton polygonifolius

Reed Canary-grass
Scots Pine

Ratstail Plantain
Annual Meadow-grass
Wood Meadow-grass
Rough Meadow-grass
Water-pepper

Aspen

Broad-leaved Pondweed
Bog Pondweed

Potentilla erecta Tormentil
Prunella vulgaris._ Self-heal
Prunus laurocerasus Cherry-laurel
Pteridium aquilinum Bracken
Quercus petraea Sessile Oak
Quercus robur Common Oak

Ranunculus flammula
Ranunculus repens

Lesser Spearwort
Creeping Buttercup

Rhododendron ponticum Rhododendron
Ribes rubrum sens.str. Red Currant
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramb le
Rubus idaeus Raspherry

Rumex conglomeratus
Rumex obtusifolius
Rumex sanguineus
Salix alba

Salix caprea

Salix cinerea

Salix fragilis
Salix x multinervis

Clustered Dock
Broad-leaved Dock
Wood Dock

White Willow
Goat Willow
Common Sallow
Crack Willow

Sambucus nigra Elder
Solanum dulcamara Bittersweet
Sorbus aucuparia Rowan

OCTVNIVOCHTIDDDIDADPVNANOIN DD DOONDODOONODTA



RECORDER Surrey Wildlife Trust
Species list for Normandy Pond

Recorder site number 2032

Scientific name.........

Stachys sylvatica
Stellaria holostea

Stellaria media sens. str.
Taraxacum officinale agqg.

Trifolium pratense
Trifolium repens
Typha latifolia
Ulex europaeus
Ulex minor

Ulmus procera
Urtica dioica
Veronica chamaedrys
Vicia cracca

Viola sp.

Survey date 21 JUL 1994

Common NamMe.......ceovveea

Hedge Woundwort
Greater Stitchwort
Common Chickweed
Dandelion

Red Clover

White Clover

Great Reedmace
Gorse

Lesser Gorse
English Elm
Stinging Nettle
Germander Speedwell
Tufted Vetch
Violet

Abundance.
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Appendix 3: Normandy Common Pond SNCI Survey 2007

August 2014 70 C2459 Normandy Common Management Plan



Guildford SNCI Surveys 2007

Site Name: Normandy Pond

Recorder Number: 2032

Area: 5.99ha (3.57ha selected as SNCI)
Borough: Guildford

Grid Reference: SU 928 517

Previous Surveys: Giles Groome, 21/7/94

Dave Webb, 1990 (vegetation)
Ann Spooner, 1990 (pond fauna)
Date and surveyor of Re-Survey: Claire Gibbs, 4/6/07

Site Description

This site is owned by Normandy Parish Council. It is located at the junction of the
A323 and Hunts Hill Road. It lies on Bagshot Beds with soils of stagnogleyic-
podzols and typical argillic gleys.

This site forms the eastern half of what remains of Normandy Common, a former
open heathland with scattered copses associated with the northern Wyke and Cleygate
Commons (Groome, 94). Old maps of 1793 and 1811 show the land to be open.

Today the site is covered by secondary woodland with a large pond in the south east.
It is thought that the pond is at least 100 years old and may date back many centuries.
It was restored in 1987 (following 70 years of virtual neglect) (Groome, 94). The
pond would qualify as a key dragonfly site according to the British Dragonfly Society
crieteria. Evidence of the woodland’s heathland origins remain in places, particularly
towards the south east where heathland grasses such as Wavy Hair-grass and Purple
Moor-grass are present. Towards the west Holly dominates over large areas reducing
the species richness.

Currently only the eastern area including the pond is selected as an SNCI.
Target Notes (TNs) (to be read inconjunction with Figure 1)

Throughout the descriptions, plants are referred to by their English names. For
reference the full species list at the end of the report offers both English and Latin
names.

1. A drain with flowing water runs through the south of the site. Ferns along the
edge include frequent Lady Fern as well as occasional Male, Broad-Buckler and
Hard Fern. Primrose, Wood Sorrel, Hemlock Water-dropwort, Marsh Bedstraw,
Remote Sedge and Wood False-brome are occasional along the banks. The drain
is shaded and unlikely to be suitable for Water Voles.

2. The majority of the woodland on the site consists of dry secondary Oak, Birch
woodland. Ash is also occasional in the canopy with rare Scots Pine. Holly is
frequent in the shrub layer and completely dominates over some areas preventing
much of a field layer from establishing. Where Holly is not dominant, Hazel is
frequent with occasional Rowan, Alder Buckthorn, Amelanchia, Hawthorn and
Elder.



2a.

2b.

2c.

Guildford SNCI Surveys 2007

On the ground, the flora is fairly species poor over much of the site. Bramble and
Honeysuckle are frequent with occasional Bracken. Ivy dominates on the ground
in the darker areas. Most other species are found in the open areas along paths
and along the dry drain which runs north/south through the woodland. Occasional
species include Herb Robert, Wood Avens, Wood Dock, Male Fern, Broad
Buckler-fern, Hard Fern, Wood Sorrel, Heath Bedstraw, Remote Sedge, Hard and
Soft Rush, Hemlock Water-dropwort and Foxglove.

Towards the south east of the site, the woodland becomes slightly more acidic in
places. Gorse becomes more frequent and Wavy Hair-grass and Purple Moor-
grass become occasional, particularly on the edge of paths.

Rhododendron and Cherry Laurel are both present, but currently very localised. If
left uncontrolled, these non-native invasive species may spread rapidly to the
detriment of other species. A particularly noticeable patch is shown at 2d on the
map.

The woodland here is regularly cleared as a pylon runs overhead. Hazel and
Birch saplings are frequent with abundant Bramble below.

The woodland here is damper than in other areas and quite open in parts. Grey
Willow is occasional. Common Gorse is locally frequent. Additional species in
the ground flora here include locally frequent Remote Sedge and Yorkshire Fog.
Marsh Thistle, Greater Bird’s-foot Trefoil, Tufted Hair-grass, Creeping Soft-grass
and Creeping Bent are occasional. There is also a localised patch of Monbretia,
probably a garden escape.

There is evidence of some localised Holly control in this area.

This is a fairly open undulating area with a small pond as well as a couple of other

‘damp depressions. There is a well used path through this area. The pond is very

shallow and only has a low potential to support Great Crested Newts. Soft Rush is
frequent around the edge with Floating Sweet-grass growing in the water with
occasional Bittersweet. Soft Rush is locally frequent within another couple of
damp depressions.

This is a large pond which in the past has been estimated as approximately 3m
deep. Trees surrounding the pond include Grey Willow, Goat Willow, Oak, Birch
and Beech. Emergent vegetation is patchy and includes abundant Reed Sweet-
grass with frequent Soft Rush, Yellow Iris and Common Reedmace. Bramble
comes up to the bank in places. Other occasional species on the bank include
Gipsywort, Bittersweet, Marsh Bedstraw, Marsh Pennywort, Purple Moor-grass,
Wavy Bittercress, Broad-buckler Fern and Lady Fern. White Water-lily is
occasional on the water. The water is quite murky and appeared to have limited
submerged vegetation. However, Marsh St John’s Wort, a Surrey notable species
is present on the waters edge as well as Common Water Starwort.

Numerous dragonflies and damselflies were utilising the pond. 3 Mallards were
also observed. The pond would be suitable for Great Crested Newts.



Guildford SNCI Surveys 2007

5. This is an area of woodland continuous with that described above. It was not
surveyed in the past and not included within the boundary of the SNCI. 1t is
unknown who owns this section of woodland. It is similar to target note 2
described above. The drain as described in target note 1 continues to flow through
this area. A Grass Snake was observed in this area on the edge of the drain.

6. Here the woodland opens out and grass dominates below. Birch is frequent with
occasional Oak and Hawthorn and rare Lawson’ s Cypress and Scots Pine.
Creeping Soft-grass is abundant with Smooth and Rough Meadow-grasses. A
woodrush is occasional.

7. More dense woodland returns further east. This is similar to target note 2,
although the ground flora is more species rich. Holly is only occasional in the
shrub layer with frequent Hazel and occasional Hawthorn. Bramble and Cleavers
are frequent on the ground. A number of ancient woodland indicators are present
including Red Currant, Remote Sedge, 3-nerved Sandwort, Blubell and Wood
Sorrel.

NVC Communities Present

A full NVC survey was not carried out, however the site visit suggests that most of
the woodland most closely resembles W10a; Quercus robur-Pteridium aquilinum-
Rubus fruticosus woodland, typical sub-community. The darker areas where ivy
dominates the ground flora more closely resembles W10c; Quercus robur-Pteridium
aquilinum- Rubus fruticosus woodland, Hedera helix sub-community. Towards the
south east, the woodland is tending towards the more acidic woodland community;
W16; Quercus spp.- Betula spp.-Deschampsia flexuosa woodland.

Nature Conservation Interest & Protected Species Potential

The eastern part of this site was selected as an SNCI in 1996 based on the following
description; “Normandy Pond is a shallow mesotrophic pond dating back at least 100
~ years. Recently restored the pond is valuable for a variety of wetland flora and fauna.
Surrounding Oak-Birch woodland, with Willow and Gorse scrub and small areas of
open acid grassland add diversity to the site”.

This description is still relevant. Areas of open acid grassland were not particularly
obvious during the survey and may have become encroached by scrub and woodland
since the last survey.

The site remains of conservation interest, particularly in the east and surrounding the
pond where the woodland reflects its heathland origins. This survey recorded 108
vascular plant species. 130 species were recorded in the last survey. The site with its
range of open and woodland habitats is also likely to support a range of non-plant
species. A Grass Snake was observed just to the east of the SNCI. The pond will
support an important suite of species associated with wetland habitats. Of particular
note was the Marsh St John’s Wort found on the waters edge. This is a species on the
draft list of Surrey notable plant species. The pond supports a good diversity of
dragonflies and damselflies with 22 species having been recorded including the
nationally important Brilliant Emerald and the regionally important Hairy Dragonfly.
This site would qualify as a key dragonfly site according to the British Dragonfly
Society criteria.
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There is potential for a number of species protected by law to be present on the site.
Bats may roost in some of the more mature trees. The pond has some potential to
support Great Crested Newts. Reptiles are likely to be present on the site, particularly
in the more open areas. A Grass Snake was observed just to the east of the existing
SNCI. A number of animal holes, probably created by Badgers were found within the
woodland (see Figure 1).

Recommended Management

The site is owned and managed by Normandy Parish Council who maintain the site as
a public open space. This appears to involve the maintenance of open pathways.

Some evidence of additional management was observed during the survey. For
example there had been some clearance of Holly at target note 2c.

Below is some brief management advice which would benefit the biodiversity of the
site, if resources allow;

. Clear the Rhododendron and Cherry Laurel from the site. These are invasive
species which are likely to spread further if not controlled. The plants should be
cut back then the stumps removed probably by winching. This will ensure that
the species will not grow back. The cut material should be burnt to prevent its
regrowth.

. Thin the holly in some additional areas particularly in the west of the site .

o Thin or coppice some of the trees/shrubs in the darker areas particularly those
where ivy is dominating on the ground.

. Create some open glades linked by rides. This will encourage a more diverse

ground flora and associated insect species and will also benefit reptiles. In the
south east of the site, it may encourage heathland vegetation to become
established.

e Coppicing or pollarding some of the trees around the pond edge would allow
the aquatic and marginal vegetation to diversify.
. When carrying out management work, use the cut wood to create wood piles.

This will benefit a range of species including insects, fungi, reptiles and
amphibians.
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Species List for Normandy Pond

Abundance uses the DAFOR system;

(Locally)

[Please note that plants ranked are ‘rare’ means that they were not found often over

Dominant, Abundant, Frequent, Occasional, Rare

this site and does not necessarily indicate that they are a County rarity]:

Scientific name

Acer campestre*

Acer pseudoplatanus
Aegopodium podagraria
Agrostis capillaris
Agrostis stolonifera
Ajuga reptans

Alliaria petiolata

Alnus glutinosa
Amelanchier lamarckii
Anthoxanthum odoratum
Arrhenatherum elatius
Arum maculatum
Athyrium filix-femina
Bellis perennis

Betula pubescens
Blechnum spicant*
Brachypodium sylvaticum

Callitriche stagnalis sens.lat

Calystegia sepium
“Cardamine flexuosa
Cardamine pratensis
Carpinus betulus*
Castanea sativa

Chamaecyparis lawsoniana

Circaea lutetiana
Cirsium palustre
Cirsium vulgare
Convallaria majalis
Corylus avellana
Cotoneaster sp.
Crataegus monogyna
Crocosmia pottsii
Dactylis glomerata
Deschampsia caespitosa
Deschampsia flexuosa
Digitalis purpurea
Dryopteris carthusiana*
Dryopteris filix-mas agg.
Epilobium hirsutum

~ Wavy Bitter-cress ~

Common name
Field Maple
Sycamore
Ground-elder
Common Bent
Creeping Bent
Bugle

Garlic Mustard
Alder

Juneberry

Sweet Vernal Grass
False Oat-grass
Lords-and-ladies
Lady Fern

Daisy

Downy Birch

Hard Fern
False-brome
Common Water-starwort
Hedge Bindweed

Cuckoo-flower
Hornbeam

Sweet Chestnut
Lawson's Cypress
Enchanter's-nightshade
Marsh Thistle

Spear Thistle

Lily of the Valley
Hazel

a cotoneaster
Hawthorn

Pott's Monbretia
Cock's-foot

Tufted Hair-grass
Wavy Hair-grass
Foxglove

Narrow Buckler-fern
Male Fern

Great Willowherb

WOWOQOOQOW’“QWOOOW%WO

Abundance
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Scientific name
Epilobium montanum
Equisetum arvense
Fagus sylvatica
Frangula alnus *
Fraxinus excelsior
Galium aparine
Galium palustre
Galium saxatile
Geranium robertianum
Geum urbanum
Glechoma hederacea
Glyceria fluitans
Glyceria maxima
Hedera helix
Hieracium sp.

Holcus lanatus

Holcus mollis*
Humulus lupulus
Hyacinthoides non-scripta*®
Hydrocotyle vulgaris
Hypericum elodes

llex aquifolium*

Iris pseudacorus
Juncus effusus

Juncus inflexus
Lamiastrum galeobdolon*
Lonicera periclymenum
Lotus pedunculatus
Luzula campestris
Luzula sp.

Lycopus europaeus
Moehringia trinervia*®
Molinia caerulea
Oenanthe crocata
Oxalis acetosella*
Pinus sylvestris

Poa pratensis sens.str.
Poa trivialis

Populus tremula*
Primula vulgaris
Prunus laurocerasus
Pteridium aquilinum
Quercus robur
Ranunculus acris
Ranunculus repens
Ribes rubrum*

Rosa arvensis*

Rubus fruticosus agg.
Rumex acetosa

Common name
Broad-leaved Willowherb
Field Horsetail

Beech

Alder Buckthorn

Ash

Cleavers

Common Marsh-bedstraw
Heath Bedstraw
Herb-robert

Herb Bennet
Ground-ivy

Floating Sweet-grass
Reed Sweet-grass

Ivy

a hawkweed
Yorkshire-fog
Creeping Soft-grass
Hop

Bluebell

Marsh Pennywort
Marsh St. John's-wort
Holly

Yellow Iris

Soft Rush

Hard Rush

Yellow Archangel
Honeysuckle

Large Bird's-foot-trefoil
Field Wood-rush

A Wood-rush
Gipsywort
Three-nerved Sandwort
Purple Moor-grass
Hemlock Water-dropwort
Wood-sorrel

Scots Pine

Smooth Meadow-grass
Rough Meadow-grass
Aspen

Primrose

Cherry Laurel

Bracken

Pedunculate Oak
Meadow Buttercup
Creeping Buttercup
Red Currant

Field Rose

Bramble

Common Sorrel

Abundance
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Scientific name
Rumex obtusifolius
Rumex sanguineus
Salix alba

Salix cinerea
Sambucus nigra
Solanum dulcamara
Sorbus aucuparia
Stachys sylvatica
Stellaria holostea
Tamus communis*
Taraxacum officinale agg.
Taxus baccata
Trifolium pratense
Trifolium repens
Typha latifolia

Ulex europaeus
Ulmus procera
Urtica dioica
Veronica chamaedrys
Viola sp.

Number of records:

Number of ancient woodland indicator species (AWIs):

* = AWIs

Common name
Broad-leaved Dock
Wood Dock

White Willow
Grey Willow
Elder

Bittersweet
Rowan

Hedge Woundwort
Greater Stitchwort
Black Bryony
Dandelion

Yew

Red Clover

White Clover
Bulrush

Gorse

English Elm
Common Nettle
Germander Speedwell
a violet

Abundance
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Photographs
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Farnham (0252) 710408 12 PARKSIDE
UPPER HALE
FARNHAM
SURREY GU9 0JP

July 9, 1990
Dear William,

Herewith a copy of my letter to Mrs. Adey and the
plan of the pond. Mr. David Webb of the N.R.A. had been
to the pond and identified the flora, and I have just
added my bits.

The broad east end is about 3m deep I understand, and
is spring fed. It is a beautiful pond and I hope they
do well,

Yours

Arne



Farnham (0252) 710408 12 PARKSIDE
UPPER HALE
FARNHAM
SURREY GU9 0JP

July 9, 1990
Dear Ann Adey,

I am sure you will be pleased to hear that your
pond is full of life.

I have re-drawn Mr. Webb's map which I return and

added the invertebrates which I found. I have placed
those where there were only a few but I have listed all
of those found. I have also marked in some of the

scrub areas as these are important habitats and add
value to your pond.

I expect you know that the fact that your pond
contains many mayfly and dragonfly nymphs indicates
that it is free from pollution and is nice and clean.

I have had a look at the Shell list and my guess is
that practically all the creatures mentioned are
present except for the stonefly nymph and the water
spider, but I can only put down what I actually saw or
caught.

I very much enjoyed my visit to your lovely pond
and would like to take this opportunity to congratulate
you and your team for the mammoth restoration project
and for providing Normandy with such a beautiful
amenity. Good luck with the competition.

Yours sincerely

jékqg S%N)mnei'



LIST OF FAUNA OBSERVED OR COLLECTED ON JULY 6th, 1990

Collected

water fleas - numerous. Mainly
cyclops with some
ostracod but very
few daphnia

broad bodied dragonfly nymphs. Libellula - 2

large dragonfly nymphs - 2
damselfly nymphs - 8
mayfly nymphs - 14

midge larvae - 15
greater water boatman. Notanecta - 1

water boatman nymphs - 3

water cricket nymphs - 2
common newt - 1
alderfly larvae : - 2
phantom midge larvae - 1

small water beetle. Agabus - 3
halipid beetle larva - 1
Observed

whirligig beetles - numerous
damselflies - green, blue and red

including mating pairs
large dragonflies - numerous and varied
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Normandy Pond Restoration Scheme

Normandy lies beneath the northern slopes of the Hogs
Back on the A,323 between Guildford and Aldershot,

The Parish is Wyke and Normandy which were originally
two manors. Reference is made to Wyke in the Domesday
Book but gradually it became a part of the larger area
of Normandy.

Normandy is said to have been named by Cistercian Monks
after their homeland in France. They built a Chapel-
of-Ease on the site of the present Manor House part

of which dates back to the 17th Century and in the

19th Century was the home of William Cobett.

Numerous cottages in Normandy date back to the 15th
Century but with the coming of the railway in 1910
commuter development started along the A.323 and on
the then cart tracks to the railway station,

Normandy Common was once an essential asset for the
village, traditionally used by the poor to gather peat.
In 1863 it was sold to the War Office and the proceeds
used to establish the "Wyke Poors Allotment Charity"

In 1953 Normandy Parish Council purchased the Common
to be kept as an open space and recreation ground.

In fact, the Common had substantially changed in character
and appearance having become almost entirely overgrown
with scrub and with its ditches clogged. 1In recent

years the Parish Council aided by numbers of village
volunteers has cleared and restored a large area of

the western part of the Common allowing it to be used
again for recreation.

Normandy Pond lies in the uncleared eastern part of
the Common. A John Roeque map of 1768 shows the pond
and 1895 sale particulars describe it as being within
a few yards of the main road (A.323) with a good inlet
and outlet and being stocked with several kinds of
fish,

The attached 1910 photograph indicates the nature of
the pond at that time and perhaps its importance as

a village amenity. It cannot, as inspection can, show
its importance in regard to the surface drainage of

a large surrounding area.

The attached 1986 coloured photograph shows the present
state of the pond but there is no doubt in the light

of expert opinion, particularly of the Thames Water
Authority, that the pond can be restored to its former
state to provide its former benefits and rare open
water for bird life,.

The restoration of this ancient pond must be an
exceptionally important ecological and environmental
project which it may be hoped could lead to further
restoration of the Common and perhaps dedication of
the area as a Nature Reserve,
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NORMANDY POND CONSERVATION SCHEME
PROPOSALS FOR PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY

Public Footpath 365

Existing path needs overgrowth cutting back and ditches clearing.
Small culvert needs replacing.

Hayﬁark post'poésible at juncéién with Right Of Way 368, close to Normandy
Hill €ottage. )

Public Footpath 367

South end. (Between Quincey Cottage and main road) .does not exist on
ground - needs to be surveyed and then possibility of reinstatement
digcussed.

Public Footpath 368

Existing path needs overgrowth cutting back and ditches clearing.

Waymark posts needed at both ends and at junctfon with Right Of Way
365.
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Mormandy Common. Local Flamning Authority
Guiidford Borough Council

The following note w2 b
Normandy Common in Ssotember
icsil o4

L

compilied atier = bried survey of
F87. They are intended to prowvi

i

a baseline biologicsl descr ion %ﬁd affer sungestions for
future management to enhance the wildlife intersst and amentiw
wvalua nf thE Common

The Common comprisss two
Hill EBoad. The arsa I =
heathland probably with woods along parts of the perimster.

Very 1ittle of the open hesthland hahltqr now remains following
conversion of sections of the Common to housing plus gardens,
playing fields and amentiy grassland. Woodland sucession has
further reduced the areas of open heath to small remnants, mainly
situated in the managed wavlieaves.

sctions on the =ast and west of Hunis
ppear to have originalliy hbeen open

m
E
I
=
-
Al
W

The bMectern Section

{1) BE corner by the car park. The small streams in this section
are of interest with emergent and bankside plants including marsh
bedstraw, marsh willowherb, vellow iris, fool ‘s water cress, wild
angelica, meadow buttercup, reed sweeset—grass,; floating sweet-—
grass, broadleaved pondweed; bulbous rush and bog mosses.

The adiacent mown grasslands have gorse shoots and tormentil
indicating their heathland origins.

Management. Locally grading the banks of the streams (o produce
fringing marshes would encourage the waterside plants. Some
areas of grassland could be ieft unmown teo develop into gorse
thickets.

{2) The woodlands west of the car park. Fairly dense young oak,
birch, rowan with scattered, large Scots pine and bpak.

A rather poor ground flora of bramble, honeysuckle and ourpls
moor—grass present along with a few alder buckthorn bushes.

Management. "Local thinning and clearing to snhance the growth of
alder buckthorn (food-plant of the Brimstons butterfly) and
encourage the development of 2 mors varied ground flora.

{3} The stream and adjacent clearings north of (2). There are
some good areas of heather and gorse hers extending into the E-W
wayleave. The stream banks have in addition bog mosses, cross-—
leaved heath and purple moor—grass.

Management. Maintain and, where possible, extend these heather
ciearings.



{4} The woods in the 54 corper of this section {arourd the
cottage) have & better structuwre {(more mature) than (2} with a
qopd ground flora and sunny clearing of bracken and purple moor-
grass,

Mo management prioritiss at present.

I The SW corner of the cricket pitch. There is & good heather

ing here where the wavleaves meet with young heather on the

htlvy higher ground and extendinog along the wavieaves. Dwiar
=

nagement. FPrevent the sncroachment of voung birch in this

aaring and start to clear adjarent woodland orn grouvnd of the
ight to facilitate the spread of the heather (lowsr lving

il! become coignised by rushes and purple moor—grass, se

(&} The wayleaves extending westwards descends into a2 rush-
domninated community (soft rush. sharp—flowered rush and purple
moor grass) with cross-leaved heath in the transition zone. Tyre
ruts with b ground here have an interesting commuanity of heath
1y bulbous rush, bog mosses and the insectivorous round-leaved
(B inTad=120N The boo bush cricket is common in the damp heath hers.

F nse bkirch and pine scrub grows on seither side of the

o
it}
3
]

v
m

Management. The pare ground habitat here is important for the
sundews. The transition zone of damp heath is a waluable

habitat and some scrub clearance could be undertaken on either
side of the waviesave Further clearance of the extensive areas
of birch scrub wou ld be labour intensiwve and without chemical
treatment the birch would continus to regenerate. &t present it
may be more practicable to “"scallop" the edges of the wavleave to
provide sheltered clearings. Small ponds could be dug in some of
these within the rush community.

The Eastern Section incliuding Normandy Fond.

Though ar early (C1210) photograph shows an area around the pond
to be cpen common, this sntire section is now well woodsd and at
the time of the surwvey no plant species of open heathland were
evident. The herh community on scome areas of the wondland floor
{eg. in the BW section, ses belowd suogest & long history of tree

M

{7) The BW woodlands have a maturs structure with oak, birch,
some coppiced hazel, rowan, hawthorn and common sallow by the
stream. A good ground flora is present including wood avens,
herk robhert, greater stitchwort, wood sorrel; wild angelica,
hongysuckle, ivy, violet, wavy bitter—cress, bramble and
raspherrv.

Mo management prioritises in this ss=sction.



{8} On 2 low ridge north of Mormandy FPond 1s a dense stand of
vourng trees l‘;r;trr:h,,= rowar:, oalk and sweet chest ut) with no ground
flora. Borse is deva2loping between this section and the pond.
tfianagsment. This area could be clear—#felied and an atiempt madse
to introduce heather and other heathland plants such as broom on
this low ridos. Gorse iz likely to spread naturally to provide a
scattered =scrub habitat.

(7} PMuch of the remaining woodland in this western section is
relatively young and even—aged with a ground flora largely
ominated by bracken and bramble.

B

Management. While paths are beinog cleared through this section
glades could be created at suitable intervalis to diversitvy the
habitat and the wopndland structure.

{10) The newly restored Mormany Fond has a number of colonising
plant species — flpating sweet grass, biroad—lsaved pondwesd,
branched burr—-reed, water plantain, lesser bulrush,; sotft rush,
water +orget-me—not and water star—-wort.

On some bare mud in the wet woodland east of the pond round-
Ieaved (7)) water crowfoot was found along with bitterswest.

Management. Further tree clearance from the western end of the
pond should be ronsidered. &1low the development of willow scrub
in the grassy section south of the pond. This will provide both
a habitat for insects and bkirds and create an additional screeen
from the road. The water crowfoot is an gnusual species and
etforts should be made to retain the bare mud habitat which this
species neesds (14 enough plant material is present could this be
introduced intc the western frirge of the pond?l.

Contacts: Mrs Adey, Friitchells Cottsge, Guildford Road,
Mormandy. GUS 2A5.

Janr: Edwards/M. Baxter, SCC, 01 541 7641

k. Latimer
Surrey Wiidlife Trust.



