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Minutes of a meeting of NORMANDY PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE held at the ROYAL BRITISH LEGION, 
GUILDFORD ROAD on THURSDAY 23 APRIL 2026 at 7pm. 
 
Committee Members present  

Councillor Simon Schofield  Chair  
Councillor Philippa Mitchell  Vice Chair 
Councillor Pat Tugwell 
Councillor Isa Nagle-Taylor 
Councillor Jermey Ward 
 

 
Non-committee members present None  
  
P25-119 APOLOGIES 

None 
 
P25-120 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

Cllr Ward declared a non pecuniary interest 26/P/00208 Whitegate Copse 
 

P25-121 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Thursday 2 APRIL 2026 were updated as 
requested.  
 

P25-122 QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC  
None 

 
P25-123 PLANNING APPLICATIONS   
 

No.   Address   Detail   

26/P/00208 Whitegate Copse, lying to the 
north of Ash Green Lane East, 
Ash Green, GU12 6JA 

The change of use of land to a residential caravan site consisting of 
4 pitches, each comprising 2 static caravan, 2 touring caravan, 4 
parking spaces, cycle and bin stores together with the associated 
infrastructure for the human habitation and occupation by Gypsy's 
and Travellers 
RESOLVED - objection 

1. Green Belt / Grey Belt Policy Concerns 
The proposal fails to satisfy Purpose A of Green Belt policy, 
namely preventing urban sprawl from the Ash border. 
Furthermore, the site does not appear to meet the criteria 
associated with the wider Grey Belt designation. 

2. Unsustainable Location 
The site is not considered to be in a sustainable location, 

https://publicaccess.guildford.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=_GUILD_DCAPR_213014&prevPage=inTray
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with the nearest public transport access approximately 23 
minutes away. This raises concerns regarding accessibility 
and reliance on private vehicles. 

3. Lack of Very Special Circumstances 
Insufficient evidence has been provided to demonstrate the 
existence of any very special circumstances that would 
justify inappropriate development in this location. 

4. Existing Concentration of Traveller Sites 
There are already a significant number of traveller sites 
within the surrounding area, and cumulative impact 
considerations should therefore be taken into account. 

5. Tree Felling Concerns 
It appears that tree felling may already be taking place on 
or adjacent to the site, yet no evidence has been provided 
to confirm that the appropriate licences or permissions 
have been obtained. 

6. Access and Highway Safety Issues 
We have grave concerns regarding access to the site, 
particularly as the route involves a BOAT (Byway Open to 
All Traffic). We request that this matter be referred to 
Surrey Byways for formal assessment. In practical terms, 
manoeuvring a 6.8m caravan along the route and into the 
site would appear extremely difficult and potentially 
unsafe. 

7. Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) 
The application does not adequately demonstrate 
compliance with Biodiversity Net Gain requirements. 

8. Ecological Strategy Insufficient 
The ecological strategy submitted appears limited in scope 
and should be significantly more comprehensive given the 
sensitivity of the location. 

9. Proximity to Ancient Woodland 
The site is adjacent to Ancient Woodland, and the 
application fails to fully address the likely impacts on this 
protected and irreplaceable habitat. 

10. Waste Management 
A detailed Waste Management Plan should be required as 
part of the application to demonstrate how waste will be 
stored, managed, and removed from the site appropriately. 

26/P/00416 Foxwell, Hunts Hill Road, 
Normandy, Guildford, GU3 2AH 

Erection of detached garage following demolition of existing 
stable block 
RESOLVED – The site lies within the Green Belt; however, the 
proposed works are considered to constitute an alteration to 
the existing building rather than inappropriate new 
development. 
The proposal is located within 400 metres of the Thames 
Basin Heaths Special Protection Area (SPA), and the 
application should therefore be assessed against the relevant 
SPA avoidance and mitigation requirements. 

  
 

https://publicaccess.guildford.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=_GUILD_DCAPR_213425&prevPage=inTray
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P25-124 ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND/OR INCLUSION ON FUTURE AGENDAS 
Following a request to review a letter from Savills confirming that GBC had agreed its position on Grey 
Belt, GBC advised that the letter would not be provided, stating that it constituted informal advice and 
should not be relied upon. The committee subsequently agreed to submit a Freedom of Information 
request.  
 
The correspondence from a resident regarding the planning application at Westholme was discussed 
and will subsequently be sent to the councillors for comments. The council had already submitted a 
response to GBC.  
 

There being no further business the public meeting closed at 19.28hrs 
    


