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Minutes of a meeting of NORMANDY PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE held at the ROYAL BRITISH LEGION, 
GUILDFORD ROAD on THURSDAY 17 SEPTMBER 2026 at 7pm. 
 
Committee Members present  

Councillor Simon Schofield  Chair  
Councillor Philippa Mitchell  Vice Chair 
Councillor Louise McCrow  

 
Non-committee members present Briony Howarth    Assistant Clerk  
   
P26-036 APOLOGIES  
  Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Pat Tugwell and Cllr Jeremy Ward  
 
P26-037 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

Dispensations relating to Taylor Wimpey and Shortlands Farm were noted.  
 

P26-038 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Thursday 27th August 2026 were approved. 
 

P26-039 QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC  
None 

 
P26-040 PLANNING APPLICATIONS   
 

No.   Address   Detail   

26/P/01128 Slade Cottage, Slade Lane, Ash, 
Guildford, GU12 6DY 

Erection of a two-storey infill extension with associated 
changes to the fenestration. 
RESOLVED – No Comment  

26/P/01117 Woodlands Stables, Green Lane West, 
Aldershot, Guildford, GU12 6DU 

Erection of stable block and menage together with an 
extension of hard standing, fencing and landscaping 
following demolition of existing stable block and menage. 

RESOLVED: The Parish Council has particular concerns 
regarding the Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) baseline used in 
the submitted assessment and whether the relevant anti-
degradation provisions have been correctly applied, given 
the previous clearance of habitat and enforcement history 
associated with the site. 

The Parish Council therefore requests that the Local 
Planning Authority carefully considers whether the 
submitted BNG calculations accurately reflect the site's 
condition prior to the habitat clearance and whether the 

https://publicaccess.guildford.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=_GUILD_DCAPR_214776&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.guildford.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=_GUILD_DCAPR_214741&prevPage=inTray
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applicable anti-degradation provisions have been properly 
taken into account. 

26/P/01112 Land adjacent to Bushey Lea Farm, 
Green Lane West, Ash Green, Aldershot, 
Guildford, GU12 6EH 

Change of use of land from agricultural to equestrian use, 
together with the erection of one dwelling, open-bay garage, 
stables and ménage with associated works. 

RESOLVED: Green Belt and Rural Character 

The Parish Council has concerns regarding the impact of the 
proposed development on the openness and character of 
the Green Belt. The development would introduce 
additional built form into an open rural location and would 
have an adverse impact on the openness of the Green Belt. 

The proposed development would also be visible from the 
surrounding rural lanes. Given its location and prominence 
within the landscape, the development would have an 
adverse impact on the rural character and visual amenity of 
the area. 

Equestrian Use and Site Capacity - The Parish Council has 
concerns regarding the scale and suitability of the site for 
the proposed equestrian use, particularly in relation to the 
number of horses proposed. 

The Parish Council questions whether the site is of 
sufficient size to sustainably accommodate four horses. 
There is a concern that the intensity of use could result 
in overgrazing, with consequential impacts on the condition 
of the land and local biodiversity. 

Drainage and SuDS - The Parish Council has concerns 
regarding the proposed drainage and Sustainable Drainage 
Systems (SuDS)arrangements. 

The submitted information does not provide sufficient 
detail to demonstrate that surface water can be 
appropriately managed on the site without causing adverse 
impacts to neighbouring land or the surrounding 
environment. 

The Parish Council therefore considers that confirmation 
should be obtained from the relevant statutory drainage 
consultee that the proposed drainage and SuDS 
arrangements are acceptable and adequate for the 
development proposed. 

Access and Construction Traffic - The Parish Council has 
concerns regarding the suitability of the existing access 
arrangements, particularly during the construction phase. 

The surrounding rural lanes are relatively narrow and are 
not considered suitable for significant volumes of 

https://publicaccess.guildford.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=_GUILD_DCAPR_214728&prevPage=inTray
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construction traffic. The potential increase in construction 
vehicles and associated activity could adversely affect 
highway safety and the character and condition of the 
surrounding rural lanes. 

Sustainability - The Parish Council also has concerns 
regarding the sustainability of the proposed location. The 
site is not within a reasonable distance of public transport 
facilities and would therefore be highly reliant on private 
car use. 

This reliance on private vehicles is considered inconsistent 
with the principles of locating development in sustainable 
and accessible locations. 

For the reasons set out above, Normandy Parish Council 
objects to the application. In particular, the Parish Council 
considers that the proposal would have an unacceptable 
impact on the openness and rural character of the Green 
Belt, raises concerns regarding the intensity of the 
proposed equestrian use and the capacity of the site, and 
has not adequately demonstrated that drainage, access and 
construction impacts can be satisfactorily addressed. 

 
P26-042 TAYLOR WIMPEY 

The Committee received an update from the Planning Development Working Group. Members had 
been working on identifying the key arguments and issues to be included in the Parish Council's 
response to the Taylor Wimpey proposals. The draft letter was expected to be received by the end of 
the week or early the following week. Members would then review the draft and agree any 
amendments. 
 
It was noted that the next scheduled Planning Committee meeting was not until 8 October, which could 
result in the response being delayed. After discussion, members agreed that the next Planning 
Committee meeting should be brought forward to 1 October, subject to the necessary arrangements, to 
allow the letter to be considered and approved in good time. 

Members received an update regarding the forthcoming planning inquiry for Shortlands Farm. It was 
noted that the inquiry had been condensed and that ecology may not be considered through expert 
witness evidence, with the ecological matters potentially being dealt with through planning conditions. 
Members noted that this position was subject to the discussions and arrangements at the inquiry itself. 

P26-042 RURAL ROAR 
The Committee considered whether the Parish Council should support the Rural Roar campaign. 
Members discussed the objectives and structure of the campaign and expressed concerns that the 
campaign, in its current form, did not sufficiently reflect the Parish Council's position or provide an 
appropriate basis for wider collaboration. Members acknowledged that there were significant concerns 
regarding the Government's approach to the Green Belt and Grey Belt, but considered that the Parish 
Council should focus on campaigns that were collaborative, evidence-based and capable of attracting 
wider support. 

The Committee discussed potentially engaging with organisations such as CPRE and NALC, should 
suitable campaigns or initiatives arise. 
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P26-043 ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND/OR INCLUSION ON FUTURE AGENDAS 

None  
 

There being no further business the public meeting closed at 19.22hrs 
    


