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Minutes of a meeting of NORMANDY PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE held at the ROYAL BRITISH LEGION, 
GUILDFORD ROAD on THURSDAY 27th AUGUST 2026 at 7pm. 
 
Committee Members present  

Councillor Simon Schofield  Chair  
Councillor Philippa Mitchell  Vice Chair 
Councillor Pat Tugwell 
Councillor Louise McCrow  
Councillor Jermey Ward 

 
Non-committee members present Briony Howarth    Assistant Clerk  
 1 member of the public 
   
P26-028 APOLOGIES  
  No apologies were received  
 
P26-029 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

Dispensations relating to Taylor Wimpey and Shortlands Farm were noted.  
 

P26-030 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Thursday 6th August 2026 were approved. 
 

P26-031 QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC  
None 

 
P26-032 PLANNING APPLICATIONS   
 

No.   Address   Detail   

26/P/01047 Unit 7B, Henley Business Park, Pirbright 
Road, Normandy, Guildford, GU3 2DX 

Installation of 3 blocks of roof mounted solar PV with a 
ground floor hybrid energy storage cabinet. 
RESOLVED – No comment  

The Lodge, Westwood Lane - The Committee reviewed the position following its previous comments 
regarding the absence of a Heritage Statement in the original submission. It was noted that a Heritage 
and Planning Statement had subsequently been submitted, including consideration of Green Belt 
matters. Members discussed whether a further submission should be made. The Committee considered 
that the additional information did not materially alter the comments previously submitted and that 
there was insufficient justification for making a further objection. RESOLVED: That no further 
submission be made in relation to this application.  

P26-033 SHORTLANDS FARM 
The Committee noted that the public inquiry is scheduled to take place from 15 to 25 September, 
excluding Fridays. 

https://publicaccess.guildford.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=_GUILD_DCAPR_214607&prevPage=inTray
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Members discussed attendance and agreed that representation during the opening days and towards 
the conclusion of the inquiry would be particularly useful. Attendance by individual members will be 
voluntary, with the Planning Developments Working Group coordinating coverage where possible. 

It was noted that members of the public wishing to speak at the inquiry must make themselves known 
to the Planning Inspector on the day. The Inspector will not respond to advance requests to speak. 

The Planning Developments Working Group will review the Inspector's programme and the relevant 
Statements of Case to establish when the most appropriate opportunity may arise for the Parish Council 
to make representations. 

RESOLVED; The committee agreed the Cllr Louise McCrow and Cllr Simon Schofield would attend.  
 
P26-034 TAYLOR WIMPEY 

  The Committee received an update on the work of the Planning Developments Working Group. 

The objectives of the Working Group include: 

• reviewing the latest documents submitted by Taylor Wimpey; 
• responding to the Planning Officer's report; 
• preparing for the public inquiry; 
• reviewing the revised National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) once published; and 
• considering whether specialist planning advice should be obtained. 

It was reported that the Working Group had agreed to invite representatives of the Normandy Action 
Group to participate in its discussions. It was noted that the Working Group would continue to make 
recommendations to the Planning Committee, with final decisions on Parish Council submissions 
remaining with the Committee. 

The Committee considered obtaining advice from planning consultant Steve Tilbury. An indication had 
been received that approximately two to three days' work may be required, at an estimated cost of 
around £1,500. Members discussed the timing of any submission and the benefit of waiting for further 
responses from statutory consultees and Taylor Wimpey's response to the revised NPPF before making 
substantive representations. 

RESOLVED: The committee agreed a budget of up to £2,000 for specialist planning advice from Steve 
Tilbury.  

The Committee discussed the recently published Green Belt assessment and the implications of the 
revised NPPF. It was noted that a significant proportion of sites could potentially be classified as Grey 
Belt once certain constraints were removed from the assessment. Members agreed that Grey Belt 
designation should not be treated as determinative in itself, as other planning considerations would 
remain relevant, including: 

• sustainable development; 
• affordable housing; 
• infrastructure; 
• highways; 
• drainage and flooding; 
• sewage capacity; and 
• other relevant planning constraints. 
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The committee agreed that the Parish Council should continue to focus on the full range of planning 
considerations rather than concentrating solely on Grey Belt classification. 

The Working Group will review the Parish Council's original submission and the latest Taylor Wimpey 
documentation to ensure that the Parish Council's previous comments have been accurately 
represented. 

The Planning Developments Working Group will meet on 11 September at 10.30am to consider the next 
steps and allocate work. The Committee discussed whether the Parish Council should adopt a more 
active or more reactive approach to the Taylor Wimpey proposals. This will be considered further by the 
Working Group. 

 
P26-035 ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND/OR INCLUSION ON FUTURE AGENDAS 

None  
 

There being no further business the public meeting closed at 19.24hrs 
    


